«Ecnu PeiiH Oblla 3m€Ch PaHkbIIe, TO 9YTO OHa Caejiajia C KaMHEeM?» — C JII00OIIEITCTBOM CIIPOCHIJIa
XOYI'I 1 mofomna 6Iuxe, YYBCTBYA IIPUTAXKEHHE K KaMHIO.

— Anbda Topak mo3Boum el 3afaTh BOIpoC, — cKalasa [lypnypas u Bctana psgoM ¢ XOyiI.

"Bompoc?" Xoyn HakJIoHHUIa TonoBy. "Kakoi Bonpoc?" B 3TOT MOMEHT y Hee B rojioBe OBIJI0O MHOTO
BOIIPOCOB, HO OHa He Oblyla yBepeHa, KaKoW U3 HUX OHa XOTesla 3afaTh epBbIM. Moryia Jii OHa 3a/iaTh
0ojtee OMHOTO BOIpoca?

«YTo OBI 9TO HU Oecrokounno Tebst 60bIlle BCero», CHoOBa OTBeTHN IlyprnypHas.

«Ho y MeHsT ux MHOTO, BEIOpaTh YTO-TO ONHO? MK CIIPOCUTD y BCEX Cpa3dy?» XOYII HyKHO OBIIO
yOenouThCs, YTO OHA He UCIIOPTUT 3TOT LIAHC.

«Ha camoM pene, Bompoc npupaeT K Tebe eCTeCTBEHHEIM 00pa3oM, KOrfia Thl BCTaHEIIb Iepe
KaMHeM», — cKa3aJj Keilic u morjagum ee 1o rojioBe. «Brl y3HaeTe, 4TO Bac 6ECIIOKOUT, ¥ 3TO
II0OKazKeT BaM OTBET».

«Thl 00BSICHUIT 3TO JIyUllle MEHsS», — CKa3aja [IypmypHasi, MATKo ynbifasich, HO 3aTe€M B3TJISIHYJa Ha
KpHILIy. «f gyMaro, BaM HYKHO cHejlaTh 3T0 ORICTPO. f He 3HAl0, YTO IPOUCXONUT CHApyXkKH, HO 5 He
IyMalo, 4TO 3TO YTO-TO Xopolee. JITOMU B 3TOM MeCTe B IIOCTIefHee BpeMs BenyT ce0sl 0ueHb
CTPaHHO».

— ITompoOy#, — Kelic KUBHYJT KaMHIO.

— Xopoti1o, — cKa3aja X0yl TOHOM, IT0OX0KUM Ha LIETOT, ¥ TOBEPHYJIack, YTOOL IOCMOTPETE Ha
OTPOMHEIM KaMeHb. OHa HaxMypuiacek. "['me s qoimkKHa CTOATh?"

«ITocpenu BCcero atoro», — ckasasna Keu. OH 3Has, IOTOMY 4YTO CHesan 3To.

"Brl menanu 3To paHblne?" — cmpocuia [TyprypHas, HO ee ry1a3a ObIIM IPUKOBAHH K XOYTI, Jaxe
eCJId THKAH He Maja e¥ oTBeTa, y Gpeipu ObUIH CBOM IIPEANnoaoxkenus. "UTo Thl cripocum?"

«YTO-TO TPUBHAIBHOE», — Ha 3TOT pa3 oTBeTu Keiic, moxas mmedamu. «CrpamrrBas 06 UTorax
IIepBOM BOMHEI X 9TOM KaMHe, 51 YBUAEJN ellle OfHY CIieHy, KOTOpYIO 51 O0JIbIlle BCero HEHaBUKY Ha
mosie 00si». OH IPOMIOIKUI KPAaTKO 00BSICHATD 9TO, KOT{Ia IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO T'la3a [IypmypHOH
IIPOOO/IKAIT HalPSIXKEeHHO CMOTPETh Ha HEro.

Keiic BCmOMHMII, YTO KaMeHb JIUIIb MEeJIbKHYJ BOKPYT HETO0, CTOSIIETr0 C AByMS OpaThsIMHU Cpefu
TBHICSTY TYIIL

— B MoeM ciy4yae He 04eHb ITOMOTJIO, — CHOBa IIpo0opMoTast oH. B To BpeMs Keiic xoTeln 3HaTh, Kak



OHHU 3aKOHYHIIN 6PITBy, U MMEHHO 3TO II0OKa3aJl eMy KaM€EHb.

Cama 3Ta BOMHA 3aHsjIa MHOTO BpeMeHH, 1 Keuc CHIT [0 TOP/I0 TaKUMU CIIEHAMHU.

«HTepecHo, 3alaBajy 1 Korga-Huoynb Anbda Topak u Koposib [IKeapeK BOIPocC, BeOb 3alaBaTh
MOKHO TOJIBKO Pa3 B XKU3HU», — IPobopMoTasa cebe mom Hoc [TypmypHasi.

Ketic He 3Han o [Ixkenpeke, HO OH BUAEN Topaka, CTOSIIEro mepenq KaMHEM MHOT'O BeKOB Ha3ajl, Co
CIIOKHBIM BBIpaKEHHEM JIUIIA.

Tem BpeMeHeEM Xoyn cHefasa elme ABa Iara mo0iuxKe K KaMHIO M OCTAHOBHJIACh TaM, TIe OHa
CYHTalla ero CepeauHy.

CHauasa OHa He 3HaJja, 4YTO €U [eJiaTh, IPOCTO II0JI0XKUJTIA JIaAOHU Ha I1ePOX0BaTYI0 TI0BEPXHOCTh U
ornsHynack Ha Ketica u I[IypnypHyi0, KOTOpPEIe KMBaIU I'OJIOBaMHU, YTOOBI IIPUAAThL € CMEJIOCTH.

Xoyn CHOBa [TOBEPHYIACh U ITIOCMOTPeJIa Ha KaMeHb, 3aKPhIB I'Jla3a U [I03BOJIUB 3TOMY BOIIPOCY
IIPUUTY €l B TOJIOBY.

OHa He 3HaJa, KaKOM UMEeHHO, HO Oblla yOuB/IeHa, KOrfa epBoe, YTO MIPUIIIIO el B TOJIOBY, ObIIO;
Kak OHa, Peiin u Jlaiiiak epexXuByT 3Ty BOUHY.

OHa crblIIana 0 TOM, Kakas cygh0a IIOCTUTIIA AHTeJIOB-XPAaHUTEeJIEN B IEPBYI0 BOUHY, HO IO CHUX IIOD
He 3ayMEIBasiack 06 9TOM BCEPhes.

KakuM-To 006pa3oM 3T0 ObIJI TePBHEIM BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIM OHA XOTeJla 3afiaTh, ¥ KaMeHb IIoKa3al en
OTBeET.

YTpoMm, unu, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, THle-TO MEXAY YTPOM U OHEM, TaK Kak TaM He OBLIO COJIHIA, ¥ XMYpOoe
He00 ObLJI0 eIUMHCTBEHHEIM, YTO OHU MOTJIM BUMIETh, PeliH uyTh He 3aKpuyaina, Korga Credan
TIOJOIIIeNI K Hel, He TOBOPS HU CJI0Ba U He U3[7aB HU 3ByKa.

OHa roTOBHIACh K UX 0The3[y B PHeKy 1mocje BU3UTa OTHEHHEIX TPAKOHOB-000POTHEH, KOTOPHIH
MOJIZKeH OBLIT TPOM30MTH MPUMEPHO Yepes Jac.

PeliH MOTJ1a TOJIBKO BHUOETD, KAK 3TH JIIOOU-TPAKOHL IPUXOOSAT B 9TOT 3aMOK, HO He 3HaJla, 4YeM
3aKOHYHUTCS MX BCTpeyYa I03Ke, HO Oblyla Ha CTO IIPOIIEHTOB YBEPEHA, YTO TopakK He JOMYCTUT, YTOOH
pebeHOK mocTpamanl.



Hecmotps Ha To, uTo Topak ObUT CIIMIIKOM OlePKUM 3allUTON MaJIeHbKOT0 dafgapaa, PelH Mora
TIOHSITh €T0 MOTHUBEL. JTO OBIT €70 CIIOCO0 UCKYIIUTh CBOIO OIIUOKY.

Ia, Topak Bce ellle oyMa, 4To 3T0 Oblyia ero omubKa, Korga Padasiio, JlaHe u THICSYaM
JINKQHTPOIIOB IIPHUIIIOCH CTOJIKHYTHCS CO CMEPTHIO TOM HOYBIO.

Hecmortps Ha To, uTo Topak He CKa3aj 3TOT0 M 0TKa3aJjCcs TOBOPUTH 00 3ToM, PelfH Bce Xe CMOria
00HApPYXKHUTb, UTO, IIPOCTO TJISIAS €My B I'Jla3a B OMUHOYECTBE, laXKe UX BPEMS BMeCTe He MOTJIO
3aCTaBUTh €ro 3a0BITh 00 9TOM KaTacTpode.

«Ecmu Topak y3HaeT, YTO THI 3[IeCh, OH yObeT TeOs MpsiMO Ha MecTe», — CKalasla PeiiH, risas Ha
OPaKoHAa-000POTHS Iepe[ Hel.

— Peiin, MHe Hy&KHO ¢ T00O# TOroBOpUTh, — cKasan CtedaH.

— 4 tak u noHsna. PeliH npogoskasa 3aluXUBaTh CBOIO OEXK/IY B PIOK3aK, YTOOH ei OBIIO jerye
HECTH, TaK KaK OHU He coOupasnuch B Pueky Ha nukHUK. OHa ellle He MOTJIa 3TOT0 YBUAETh, HO TaM
IOJIZKHO OBIIIO MTPOM30MTH YTO-TO BAXKHOE.

Credan He cpa3y 3aroBOPHUJI, BMECTO 3TOT'0 OH CeJl Ha IOJI psigoM ¢ PeliH ¥ MPUCTIOHUIICS CIIMHON K
KPOBaTH.

— Tl MeHCTBUTEIBHO MyMaelllb, YTO I CMOTY CIIPABUThCS CO CBOMMHU JIIOObME? — CIIPOCHII OH 0YeHb
THUXUM TOJIOCOM, IT0OKa PeiiH He IPHIIIOCh IPOCUTD €T0 MOBTOPUTE €I0 BOIPOC, MIOCKOJIBKY V Hee He
OBIJIO TAKOTO MCKITIOUYHUTEILHOTO CITyXa, KaK y 9TUX 000POTHEH.

— Ecnu He TH, TO KTO? — O0TBeTHIIa PeliH, maxe He OpocuB B3risma Ha CTedaHa, MOKa OHa
3aHUMAaCh CBOMMH MIeJIaMHU.

— 3HAYMUT, TH XOUelllb CKa3aTh, YTO y MeHs HeT BriOopa? CTedaH yCMEXHYIICS, 3TO OBIIIM HE COBCEM
Te yTeIIUTEebHbIE CII0Ba, KOTOPHIE eMy ObLIM HYKHHI.

«KoHeuHo, ecTh», — He corjacuiiack PeiiH, 3aTeM M0JI0XKuIa OfleK Oy U TOBEPHYIACh, YTOOH
nocMoTpeTh Ha CTedaHa. «Bel MoxKeTe OBITH TAKUM, KOJIEOIISICh MO KOHIIA CBOEM KU3HU, UJIU BB
MOXKeTe TIOUTH TyHa U YBUIETh CBOMMHU I'Ta3aMM, YTO BhI MOXKETE CHeNlaTh».

«BeI mymMaeTe, 4TO MOHUMAETe MEHs, HO 3TO He IT0X0XKe Ha TO, YTO Bhl MOXKETEe JyMaTh C MOEH TOYKH
3peHus, IIOCKOJIbKY BHI HE B MOeM IoJiokeHun». CTedaH 3aKaTuiI riasa.

"IleCTBUTENBHO, HO THI Oy[iellb 30eCh U CIIPOCHUIIIL MOETO COBEeTa rofi Hadan?" PeiiH BOIPOCHUTEIHHO
mofHs1a OPOBH.
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