[Tocpenu Bcex 3TUX I'POMKHUX LIYMOB CHapyxu [TypnypHas noBena Xoyn u Keiica B OrpoMHYI0
KOMHATY, KOTOpas Co3aBajla UIIIO3UI0 IPUCYTCTBUS 3@ 3TOU IBEPHIO JONIOJTHUTEIbHON OMOIUOTEKY.

Kazarnoch, BEposiTHO, U3-3a pa3dMepa 3TOr0 IoMeIlleHus, KOTopoe OBIJIO ITOYTH TaKUM XKe, Kak
npenbgyias KOMHaTa, B KOTOPYI0 OHU BOIIIY, KaK Oy[ATO 3maHue OBIJIO ITIOCTPOEHO U3 IBYX CEKIIUU
O6uOMMOTEKH; ONUH [AJIsT 00IIEero MOoIb30BaHus, a PYTOM TOJBKO [JIST YaCTHOT'O UCIIOIh30BaHUS.

Xoyn maxe 4yBCTBOBAjla 36MHOM 3allaX 9TOT'0 MECTa, U 9TOT 3alaX 0YeHb YCIOKaWBasl ee u 0e3 TOro
HaTPsKeHHbIe HEPBHI U3-3a2 BCETO, YTO IIPOUCXOOMUIIO CHAPYKH.

K coxanenuio, Xoyn He 04eHb II00MIa YUTATh KHUTH, a €Ny Ol U JII00UTIa, TO 9TO MECTO
II0Ka3aJI0Ch O e paeM.

— Ecnu PeiiH oKaxeTcs 3[eCh, IEPXKY MTapu, el MOHPABUTCS 9TO MECTO, — ImpobopMoTasa XoyT,
HACJIaXKIasiCh BUIOM BOKPYT U TeM, KaKMM YOUBUTENILHEIM Ka3aJI0Ch 9TO MECTO, TI0Ka OHH IIITH K
IIEHTPY YaCTHOM OUOGIUOTEKH.

[TypnypHas MATKO ynIeIOHyIach X0yI U 3aroBopuia. «JIyHa Oblsia 3mech ogHaXOH ¢ AnbdoH, U 3TO
or110 TO, uTO Anb(a Topak mokasan ei Torga».

Xoyn HaxMypuiach, e cTano o4eHb T000mkITHO. "UTo 3T0?" OHa ImocMoTpesna Ha Kelica psimoM c Hel,
HO ee Tapa, Ka3aaoCh, He 3HaJl, YTO 9TO OBIIO.

«Camu BUOUTE», — CKas3asa [lyprnypHasi, Befsd ux riay0xe, B IIeHTPaIbHYI0 YaCTh KOMHATHL.

WM noTpeboBanock HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, YTOOH ToOPaThCs 10 CEPEOUHEI 3TOM, Ka3aaoCh Obl, O0JIBIIIOMH
KOMHATHI, Iie X0y YBUeNa OrPOMHBEIA KaMeHb, BO3BHIIIAIIUICS MTPSMO IIOCPEIHU 3TOM OTPOMHOM
KOMHAQTHI.

Ero BBICOTa CcOCTaBiIsiia OT ABEHAAIATH OO TPHHALIAT! METPOB, a TONIIMHA PaBHSJIACh IBYM
BBITSIHYTHIM pyKam XOyII.

"Yr1o 970?" XOYII BEIIOXHYJIa B U3yMJIEHNU, OHA YOUBUIIAChH, YBUMEB TAaKOM KaMeHb IIOCPEeNU KHUKHBIX
IIOJIOK.

OTOT KaMeHb BHITJISIIe] CTAPhIM, Pa3UTEIbHO KOHTPACTUPYS C OKPYXKAIIIEH Cpemo.

«9TOT KaMeHb BHITJISIIUT TakK, OYOTO KTO-TO OPOCHUII €T0 Clofila», — MIPOKOMMEHTHPOBaja Xoyil.

«OTO KaMeHb, KOTOPBIM MOXKET paccka3aTh Tebe Bce», — oTBeTun Keiic 3a Xoy, nmogouas Onuxe u
KOCHYBILXCH €r0 I1epOX0BAaTOX II0BEPXHOCTU. "ITO peabHo."



«[la, Ansda Topak mepxKain ero 3gechb», — cKasasa [lypmypHas.

"Yept Bo3bMH, Topak!" Kelic mOBOIBHO TPOMKO BBIPYTAJICs, pa3fapaxkeHHO (PBIpKas.

"Yro cnyunnock?" Hapexka cripocuiia, He Morjia OBl CKa3aThb.

«9TOT KaMeHb JI0/IKeH OBl OBITh B 3aMKe, [IJKefIpeK 3aKaTHJI UCTEPUKY, KOTia IIOHSJI, YTO OfHa U3
IparoleHHOCTel, HaXOAUBIIUXCS BO BJIafIeHUM KOPOJIEBCKOW CeMbH, uc4ye3na». «YCTPOUTb HCTEPUKY»
MOXKeT OBITh HE COBCEM ITOAXOMSIIEM (pa3oi, UTOOL MOKa3aTh, HACKOILKO B30elneH 0wl [IKenpex,
HO Keiic ocTaBuT mogpoOHOCTH IIpu cebe.

Xoyn nogHsna 6poBY, MHOTTIa OHA HE MOTJIa IIOHSTh OTHOIIEHUST MeXAy TpeMs OpaThsiMu [IOHOBaHa,
y HUX €CThb CKJIOHHOCTb ITIePEBOIUTH CIIOP MeXAy OpaThsiMU Ha OPYroil YPOBEHE.

«Ecnu Peitn Oblna 3fech paHbllle, TO YTO OHA CAejlaja C KaMHEM?» — C JII0OOIBITCTBOM CIIPOCUTIA
Xoyn u mopouta 6uxKe, YyBCTBYSI IPUTIKEHNE K KaMHIO.

"TOCTATOYHO!" Ctedan 3m00HO 3apridaj Ha CBOero Oparta. «MoxeTe JIi BBl IEPECTaTh IOJIaraThCs
Ha 3TUX AbsB0JI0B?! C MEHS TOBOJIBHO BallleTO YIPSMOTO «51», KOTOPOr'0 KOPMST UX JIOXKBIO U
JTIOXKHBIMU HafexXnamu!» 9To OBIT TepBLIM pa3s, Korma CTUBEH MOTHSII [OJIOC POTUB CBOETO OpaTa.

WHCTHHKTHBHO PeiiH IOBEepHYIIa TON0BY, YTOOB IIOCMOTPETh, UTO IIPOUCXOOUT, ¥ BIIEPBHIE YBUOETIA
Oe3HalexXHO pasrueBaHHoro CTHBEHaA.

«OHU He cHenaad HUYEro, YTO MOTJIO OBl TOATBEPAUTE UX 00€IaHusI, HO KaXX[IbIM pa3 JITYT, a Bl BCE
ellle M noBepsieTe?!» CtedaH ycTaBuUics Ha PeliHOIbACA, KOTOPBIM CMOTPET Ha HETO B OTBET, HE MOT
TIOBEPUTD, YTO ero poOKui OpaT TOJIBKO YTO BO3pa3ui eMy. «OHa, HOJIKHO OBITh, yKe yMmepna! Her,
MOXKeT OBITh, faBHO! THl IENCTBUTEIHHO JyMaelllb, YTO MOXKeIlb JOBEPSATh 00eIaHuI0 AbsBOIA?!»
Credan mouyBCcTBOBa cebs MI0X0, KOTHA MOHSJ, YTO 3TH I'PSA3HBEIE TBAPHU U3 afja OAypaydusid ux. —
XBaTuT BaMm o0oum! Topak He yCIlen uX BHICTYIIATh XU MOT TOJIBKO ITPepBaTh uxX ccopy. «CKaxku MHe,
YTO TaKOe KPECTHHIHM 06eT cepaua?!»

«Y HuX OBINa HAllla IOCTIETHSS XKEHIIUHA, U 3TOT JIMKAH HUYEro He COesaj, YToOk BEepPHYTH ee!»
PeiliHOb HAIIOMHUJI CBOEMY Oparty,

"¢l HuKorga He ckaxy Tebe!" PelHONBI U30 BCEX CHUJI IBITAJICSI 0CBOOOOUTHCS OT CKOBLIBAIOIIEH €T0
1enu, Ho 6e3 X 3BepUHOM CUJTBI OHU ObUTH HUYeM. K coxkaneHuio, X 3Beph ObIT 3aepT 1U3-3a
KJISITBHI, KOTOPYIO flaJT ux memymka. «OThgai HaM Hallly OCIeTHION XeHIUHY, U g1 0yay Ha TBoen



CTOPOHE, eCJIH HeT... Thl MOXKEeIITh IIOUTH ¥ TPAXHYTh ce0s!»

Cpa3sy mocJie Mpou3HeCeHUs 3TUX PyTraTeNIbCTB PeMHOIB] MOIYYUII MHHOK B TPY/Ib, OT KOTOPOT'O OH
nepeieTes Yyepe3 KOMHATY U yIapUICs O CTEHY, OCTAaBUB Ha ee MOBEPXHOCTH OOJIBIIYI0 BMSTHUHY.

— A tH1? THI 3HaEMIb, YTO 3TO? — BMECTO 3TOro cupocun Topak Ctedana.

Momomo¥ gpakoHOOOPOT IIepeBOAua B3I ¢ Topaka Ha OpaTa 1 00paTHO, OH OKa3aJics B
3aTPYOHUTETHHOM IOJTOKEHUH.

«%1 0ocB0OOXKY Te0ST OT KJISITBHI, KOTOPYIO [laJl TBOM el MHOTO BEKOB Ha3afl, €CJIM THl COTJIACHUIIbCS
IIOMIEJIUTHCS €10 C HaMKU», — 3asiBUJI Topak.

«Topak!» — npenynpenun ero JIxeapek. [Mbl HUKOTa He COTIallanuch Ha 3To!] OmHaKo A7 Tex
JII0fiel, KOTOphIe ObIIM PSAOOM C HUM U 3HAIM €ro 0OYeHb XOPOINo, TaKasi 6e3pacCyqHOCTh Oblia
COBEPIIIEHHO HE B €r0 xapakTepe. Topak [elCTBUTEIHHO He ITOKa3hIBajl, KaK CUIBHO eMy OBLI0
601bHO 3HATH, YTO ero beTa GBI MePTB IIOJ €T0 KOMaH0BaHKEM BMeCTe CO CBOEH ITapoi, T03TOMY,
€CJIA YTO-TO CIIyYUTCS C uX pebeHKoM, Topak OymeT MPOKJISAT HaBEKU M3-3a CBOEM BUHEHI IIEPe]] CaMUM
c00011. IT0 OB ero crnocob CIIPaBUTLCI CO CBOEH TPYCThIO, TaK KaK eMy ObLJIO TPYAHO BhIpaXkaTh
nogo0HbIE SMOLUKMY KOMY-TTH00, BKITIoYasi PeiiH.

Tem He MeHee, Topak pa3opBasl CBA3b pa3yMa U He [I03BOoJIUI [[XKeapeK BMeIlaThCs B ero pelleHue. B
3TOT MOMEHT OH He [OIMyCTUT, YTOOH YTO-TO CIIyYUJIOCh C CHIHOM Padasmns.

OnHako mocieiCTBUS 0CBOOOXKIEHNS UX OT KJISITBH TakxXKe Oblix G0/IbLION CTaBKOM. BOoT mouemy
Ixenpek ObIT 00€CIIOKOEH, Ka3aIoCh ObI, HEOCTOPOXKHEIM pelreHneM Topaka.

«THI HE MOXKEIITh 9TOT0 CHeIaTh, TopakK, MEl He JOTOBAapUBAIUCH 00 9aToM!» [[XKempek 3alluieia Ha
Topaka ¥ cxBaTHIa €ro 3a IJIeY0, 3aCTAaBUB IIOBEPHYTHCS U TIOCMOTPETEL eMy B nuIlo. «C To00# HeT
GbaiipHu, CIIOCOOHOTO HAPYUIUTh KIISITBY».

9TO MOJIXKHEI OBITH T€ JKe (erpHu, KOTOPBIE COeIaIl 9TO; HAPYLUIUTh TAaKyIO KIATBY, HO [[XKelpek He
3HaJ, 4TO OHa y Topaka.

«KoHeYHO, y MeHs eCTh pen», — cka3an Topak.

"¢ ckaxy Tebe!" CTtedaH 3aroBOPHII.
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