TopaK HECKOJILKO JHEU MCKaJl MeCTOHaX0XIeHHe 060pOTHH OPaKOHa, HO BCe eIlle HU4Yero He 3Hall,
IIOKa CcerogHd H}KefIMCY, OXOTHHKY M3 €ro CTau, He YOaJIOCh UX HaWTH.

[TosToMy 31ech OHH CTOSLIM Ilepel APYTUM ITOMeCcTheM 000pOTHel IPaKOHOB, 0 KOTOPOM paHbIIle
3HaJjIa JIUINb TOPCTKa moned. OgHako Ternepb Topak ¥ YIEeHH €r0 CTau Y3Haau 00 9TOM MECTe MOCIie
HECKOJIBKUX JHEW OXOTHI.

9T0 1moMecThe OBIIO MOYTH TAKUM Ke OOJBbIINM, KaK MePBHIM 3aMOK, B KOTOPHIM HaBHBIM-IaBHO
IPUBE3TH ¢ c000¥ PeliH. ITo OBIN IMEePBEIM pa3, KOT{a OHa BCTpeTunack co CtedaHoMm.

B To Bpemsi oHa He Bupesna PeliHONbCA, HO CHIBIIANA, 4TO Topak 4To-To cuenan ¢ OpaTom CredaHa, u
yTO OBl HU C[IeJIaJI C HUM ee Iapa, PeiiH meliCTBUTEILHO He X0Tesa 3HaTh 00 9TOM HH TOTHa, HA TeM
posee ceruac.

— OcTaHbcs ¢ JIxkekoM, xopoIrno? Topak HaKJIOHUIICS, YTOOHI IOIeI0BaTh PeifH B BUCOK, ITpeXae 4eM
OH BHIIIIENI U3 MAIIMHEI U MTOMOIIeN K TapagHOU JBePU IIOMECThSI.

"Kak THI AyMaelllb, 4TO IPOu30uaeT?" — crnpocunia PeiH, BEIIIAAS HEMHOIO OILIEJIOMJIEHHOH, He
CBO[S I'71a3 CO CIUHE Topaka.

— Iymato, Xxyxke, — oTBeTuI J[IkekK. [Toxoxke, ero He 6€CIIOKOUIIO TO, YTO II03Ke IMTPOU3OUIET C
000pOTHSIMU OPAKOHOB, KOTMIa OH BEIYOUJ CBOM TejedoH U Hadyasl urpaTh B UTPY.

HepmaBHO OH Halllel XOPOIIYI0 UT'PY, KOTOpass MTHOBEHHO BO30yusIa ero UHTEPeC, B TO BPeMS Kak OH
O4YeHb OBICTPO YBJIEKCS, TaK KaK 3allUTUTh PeilH OBIO HECTIOXKHOM 3afaden.

Bomee Toro, aHren-xpaHUTENIb HUKOTTA He KaJloBaJICs, Korga OBl 3aHAT Urpoi, u [I2KeK Bcerma
MCIT0/Ih30BaJI CBOE BPEMs, OXPaHssi ee, YTOOLI TOBLICUThL YPOBEHD.

KoHeuHo, oH He cTas Obl 6€3 TONKY YBIIEKAThCS 3TOW UT'POM, IIPOCTO Ha CITy4Yal, eCIIM CITyYUTCS YTO-
TO CTPaHHOE, OH OBIT 60JIee YeM I'OTOB [IeHMCTBOBATh OBICTPO.

Tem BpemeHneM PeliH cMoTpesia Ha Topaka, KOTOPHIM CTOSII IIPSIMO Iepef JIeCTHULEH, BeAyllen Ha
Teppacy, ¥ YTO-TO TOBOPUJI ODHOMY U3 BOMHOB, YETO OHA HE MOTJIa PaCCIIbIIIATE.

OmHaKo Yepe3 MTHOBEHHE KTO-TO YTO-TO MMPUHEC, a 3aTeM OH ITOJI0XKUII 3TO Mepel OBEPbhio, TIoCIe
yero GBICTPO OTCTYIIUII HA3aj ¥ BCTAJ PSoM ¢ TopakoM.

Peiin He 3Hasa, 4TO 9TO OBIIO, ITOKa He yBUfeNa, KaK 3Ta LITyKa B30pBasia BCIO XOPOIIIO CII0KEHHYIO
IIBePh, CJIOMaJlach ¥ OCTABUJIA B Hel 00JIbIyi0 OBIPY. IToce Toro, Kak pacChIaHHas IPS3b U IBITh
ocefajy, OHM MOTJIM BUAETh CKBO3b HUX BCI0O KOMHATY U3HYTPH.



BHyTpu MamuHb [I2KeK JIAIIh MeJIbKOM B3TJISHYJI, KOT/Ia VCIIBIIIAJ B3PEIB, IIPeXKae YeM CHOBa
COCPEeNOTOYUTHCS Ha CBOEH UTPE.

— Topaky He HY>KHO OBLIIO B3pEIBATh ABEPD, BepHO? PeliH ObiNa ollesioMiieHa, yBUeB MeTon Topaka.
[Taxe ceryac OHa BCe ellle He IPUBBIKIIa K 3TOM €T0 CTOPOHE.

«Het, Anbde He HyKHO OBIJIO €TI0 B3phIBaTh», — OTBETUN [IKeK. "Ho 3TOT ImyTh HAMHOTO IpoIie”,
CKasaJl OH [eJIOBUTHIM TOHOM, U PeliH He MOrjla HalT! HYXKHBIX CJIOB, YTOOEI OTBETUTH EMY.

BHe3amnHo B ee roJioBe 3a3BEHENI T'OJI0C TopaKa.

[4 manyran Te6s1, mo60Bb M0si?] — cmpocun Topak PeitH yepes cBsI3b pa3yMa, flaxke B TaKOu
CUTyalluu OH BCe ellle 0€CIIOKOUIICS O ee 01aromnoIydni.

PeitH He MOTJIa HE UCIIYCTUTh OECITOMOIIIHLIM B3[I0X, KOTIa OHA MSTKO YJIBIOHYIach MY, XOTS JTHKaAH
He MOT €€ BUOETh.

[dymalo, co BpeMeHeM s K 9TOMY IPUBLIKHY,] CKa3asa PeiH ¥ MOYyBCTBOBAJA, KaK MOJHSIOChH
HacTpoenue Topaka. [Byap ocTopoxkeH.]

[ Oyny.] 6bi1 oTBeT Topaka, pexkae YeM OH BOIIIesI B KOMHATY.

OpgHako, IIpexne 4eM TopaK CMOT BOWTH TyHa, IIPOMU30IIJIO YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, U BCE€ OCTAaHOBHUJIOCK.

CnaOblii 3BYK, JOHOCUBIINICS U3 UT'PH, BHE3AIIHO CTUX, U IIyMa CHAPYKU 0OJIbIlle He OBIJIO CIIBIITHO.

Peiin BEITIPSAMHIIA CIIMHY, HACTOPOXKHUBIINCE.

"IlxeKk?" PeilH MOTHYJIa T'0JIOBOM, YTOOBI YBUOETH €T0, HO OH HE OTBETUII €l, TaK KaK ero B3TJIAf
COCPeNOTOYMIICS Ha UTPe Ha ero TenedoHe, KOTOPHIY Oblla Ha 1may3e, II0 KpailHel Mepe, Tak 3TO0
BBITJISIZENIO.

MrHoBeHUe cnycTa PeliH B3IpOTHya, IOTOMY YTO IBEPh C €e CTOPOHEI pacliaxHylach CHApyXHU, HO
BCKODE OHa B3[0XHYJIa C 00JierdeHneM, TaK Kak 3To OBUI BCero Juilb Topak.

— Wpu cioma, — MpayHO CKa3aJl OH ¥ moMor PeitH BEIOpaThCs U3 MamuHb. "TH coenana 3To?" —
capocun Topaxk.

Hepen HHUMH, KpOME II>keKa B MallluHe, KOTOprfI He MOT' IBUTAThCA, OPYIrHue JINKAaHTPOIIbI, KOTOPEIE
IIPHUIIIA C HUMHU, TaKXKe OBLITH B TOM XK€ IIOJIOKEHWH, He OBUTASICh HU Ha OIOUM.



Kak 6YI[TO BpeMs OJisd HUX OCTaHOBHUJIOCH, UJIHA... MOKET OBITh, TAK OHO U OBLIIO.

— Her, 10 He g... — Pelin mokayvasa roixosoi. OHa Ol 3Hasa, ecinu OBl 3TO OLLIa OHA.

"YeM THI IIJIAHUPYELIb 3aHATECA?!" Jlalyiak cMOTpesia MKUPOKO OTKPBLITEIMY I'Jla3aMU, KOrga
Cepeduna noporimta 6muxke K [[KeopeKy U cella Ha Kpail KpoBaTd. OHa cxKajla ero pyKy 4
IolleIoBaia KOCTSIIKY ITanblieB, BEI3bIBaOlIe IIsas Ha Jlaiinak.

— 4 ke roBopuna Tebe, BEpHO? — CKa3aJjla OHa, JlackKas nuIo [IxKegpeka, Tak KakK KOPOb ObLIT
HEJOCTaTOYHO CO3HAaTeJIeH, YTOOH! IIOHSTD 3TO. «f1 MpUIlia ciofia, YTOOH ITOMOYb».

"TTomowp?" — ycMmexHymnacs Jlainak. — Tsl cKa3aja, 4TO IOMOraells, IIpefaB Hac? OHa HeHaBUela
3TO, KOTla He MOTJIa IIOIIEBEIUTLCS, YTOOBl COPBATh YPOAJIUBYIO YIIBLIOKY C JIKIlAa BebMEI, KaK OyATO
CUTyalus IpsiMo celiyac Oblyia B ee BJIaCTH.

"Hac?" CepedurHa nogusana OpoBy, risfad Ha Jlainak. «4 mpocTo xo4y IoMoYb eMy, MHE HeT [elia 0
BCEX Bac».

Cepeduns! He OBITIO O 37I€Ch, ecu OBl HEMOHEI He CBSI3a/IMCh C [I2KeapekoM TakuM 00pa3oM.
Ixxenpek momxkeH ObLT 3HATH, YTO 3TO OBIIA MOJCTPOEHA, HY, OH IPUAyMaJ OTIMYHEIH IIJIaH,
UCITIO/IB3Ys (erpu, YTOOH ITOMOYS B OUTBE C BeIbMaMH, HO, BUAUMO, 3TOTO OBIIIO HEIOCTATOYHO, U
Telepb OH ORI paHeH.

"Bamu crnoBa NpoTUBOPEYAT APYT APYTY", - yCMexHynach Jlainak, OHa MONBITalach [IOMEeBENIUTh
PYKOH, HO He CMOTJIa U MajblleM IOIIeBeIUTh, YTOOH U30aBUTLCS OT STUX Belel, 0OBUBILIUX €€ TeJlo.

«§1 He TPOTHBOPEYY CBOMM CJI0BaM», — CKa3asa CepeduHa. «4 3mech U3-3a HETO».

CxkasaB 970, CepeduHa IOTHOCThIO TPOUTHOPUPOBAa Jlainak, BepHYBUIMCH K [Ikenpeky. OHa
CKyd4aJia 1o HeMy.

Ei#i ObIJIO TPYOHO 9TO CAENaTh, HO, IO KpalHel Mepe, ceyac OHa MOTJIa eMy ITOMOYb.

CepeduHa MeIbKOM B3TJIsHYTIA Ha JIaiinak, mpexie 4eM HaKJIOHUTHCS, YTOORI ITOIeI0BaTh
I>XeopeKa B XOJIOIHbIE TYOHI.

9T0 6bIT0 3penulne, 0 KoTopoM Jlaimak HUKOTga OBl He IOgyMalia, MoKa He YBUOUT eTro
coOCTBeHHBIMHM TTIa3aMu. U, CJTIOBHO BpeMsi [jist Hee OCTAHOBUIIOCH, € CTaJI0 TPYOHO OIIIATh.
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