— Jlymaelb, s BHIIIEN U3 MTAJIaTKK, IOTOMY YTO X04y yBUmeTh CepeduHy? OH CIIPOCUIL. DTO UMS
IIOCJIY2KUJIO CITYCKOBBIM KPIOYKOM [JIs1 MHOTMX HEMPUSATHBIX BOCIIOMUHAHUN MEXAY HUMHU ABYMS, OHU
He TOBOPUJIUA O HEU C TOr'O AHS.

Omnako [IKempek He X0TeN yCyryOnsiTh HENOIMOHUMaHUe MeXIy HUMU U CO37]aBaTh ellle OfHY
mpo6eMy, KoTopast Morjia Okl OTHANUTh UX APYT OT Apyra. OH HaYKHAI JTIOOUTH 9TH 0e3MATEIKHBIE
MOMEHTHI, Korfa 0wl ¢ Jlaimak. HecmoTps Ha 1o, uTo Bommpoc CepeduHs! Bce ere ObUT B TTyOuHE ero
co3HaHus, [[xKegpek Bce XKe He XO0TeJl CTaBUTh Ha KOH CBOM OTHOIIEHUS C JIaiiiak, KOTOpPEIe Teleph
YIyYIIUIIACh.

"He Tak mu?" — TUxX0 crpocuia Jlaiak, OMyCTUB I'7la3a, OHAa He ObljIa yBEpeHa, X0UeT JId OHA
yCIIBIIIaTh OTBET [[2KeapeKa Ui HeT.

OTBETHUT JIX OH € YeCTHO, YTO IPUYUHUT el 00JIb, €CJIH OH CKaXkKeT «a», WJIK COJIXKET e, YTO TOXKe
IPUYHUHUT el 60/1b. Hu OOuH U3 OTBETOB HE 3aCTAaBUII €€ YYBCTBOBATH cebs nyulne, a Jlaimak
HeHaBHIeJa TaKOe YYBCTBO, KOTMa UM HYKHO OBIJTO pa300paThCsl BO MHOTHX BeIIax.

«4l mymar, 4To 9TO OHa, HO 3TO OBlNa He OHa», — cKa3an [xenpek. «[IbsiBoa 00MaHy/I MEHS CBOUM
3aIIaxoM».

«DTO He CKPBUIO TOTro (paKTa, YTO THI KCKAJ ee IPOIIION HOYbio», — mpobopmoTana Jlainak. OHa
YyBCTBOBaJa, Kak ee THEB 3aKUIIAeT B XKUBOTE, KakK y Hee 00J1€J10 TOPJIO, KOTa OHa ITPOU3HOCUIIA 3TU
CJIOBA.

«ECTb HECKOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB, KOTOPBIE Y MEHS €CTh K Hell, 1 MHe HYKHBI OTBEThI», — YECTHO CKa3al
I>xenpexk.

Brinio GBI 7102Kb10, €CTU ObI OH CKa3aJl, YTO MOXKEeT NPUHSTH pefaTenbcTBo CepeduHbl MPOCTO TakK, U
y HEro faxe He BO3HUKHET HU OIHOTO BOIIPOCa, KOTOPHIY OeCIIOKOUT ero.

Y Hero OBITIO MHOTO BOIIPOCOB, KOTOPBIE ITOMOT'JIX €MY ITOHATH, KAKOBEL OBLITH e MOTHBEI, U CaMoOe
TJIaBHOE, 4TO XO0TeJI 3HaTh H}KeﬂpeK; 9TO OH 3daCTaBUJI €€ BCTATh HA CTOPOHY IObsIBOJIOB? Brinu mu
OTHOLIEHUA MEXIYy HUM N Jlaliniak KTO 3aCTaBUIIU €€ OTBEPHYTLECA OT Hero?

Yro GbI HY TOBOPUIIM BCe, U YTO OBl [I2KefpeK HU YyBCTBOBaJ K CepeduHe, OH HE MOT IIPOCTO
IIOBEPUTD, YTO BedbMa Iepelllyia Ha IPYTryio CTOPOHY M3-3a Yero-To, 4To, Kak OHa yxKe 3Hasla, OblIo
Hen30exkHBIM. bosee Toro, 9To OBITIO TO, YTO OHA BhIOpasa Oy HUX JBOUX.

I>XeopeK 3HAJ ee [OIT0e BpeMs, Yepes B3JIeTHl U MafleHusI CBOeH XKU3HU, U JaxKe MOT IIOPYUUTHCS,
YTO OHA He Oblza ObI HACTOJIBKO IOBEPXHOCTHA, YTOOHI CI€M0BATh TAKON IPUYHHE, YTOOH ITpeaaTh
ero unu Ketica. Mnammmi [JoHOBaH OBLI [JIsT HEe KakK Opar.

H}KenpeK TIBITAJICA IIOHATE €€ IOJI0ZKEeHNE, HO OHa OTTOPOAMIaCh OT HETO IIOCJIE€ TOr0, YTO Caejiajia C



HHUM CTOJIeTUA Ha3a[.

910 TO, uTO CepeduHa BrIOpasa I HUX, HO 3a4eM el 9T0?

«He3aBuCHMO OT MOMX YYBCTB, JaBail IIOTOBOPHUM O TeOe», — ckalan [xKeapek u moBepHyn Jlannak
TakK, 4TOOLI OHA MOTJIa CMOTPETh eMy B JuI[0. — Y Te0s ToxKe eCTh BOIPOCH K Her. OH 3aKOHYMII CBOU
CJI0Ba YTBEPHOUTENILHO. ITO OB HE BOIIPOC, & YTBEPKAEHUE.

Jlaiinak omycTuia rojoBy.

«Ceiiyac BaxHO TO, 4TO», — [[2KepeK MOJHEC MaJiell K ee MORO0POIKY U IIOMHST ee ToJIoBYy. «B 3T0
BpeMs MHI He IOJIXKHEI PacCIpaluBaTh APYT Apyra».

9T0 ObISIO BpeMsi, KOT[Ila fjaxke Majieiias HeyBepeHHOCTb MOorjia 00EePHYTLCS [/t HUX CaMBIM
OonbIIMM HecYacTbeM. [[bSIBOJIBI OTIMYHO CHITPau OBl CBOIO POJIb B 9TOM MaJIeHbKOM ITPOMEXKYTKE.

«MHorue mogu OTBEPHYJIKCE OT MEHA, HO 1 HE X004y, YTOOBI THI 6panac 3d 3TOT CIIHUCOK, U 1 HE X009y
OeJiaTh 3TO C TOOOM», — TOPZKECTBEHHO CKa3all ,'E[}KenpeK, ejiysda ee B BUCOK.

Topax 0wl B OerieHcTBe. OH XOTeJT BHIIECHYTh CBOM I'HEB, YOUB 9THX O€CIIOJIe3HBIX JIMKAHOB 3a TO,
YTO OHHU He BBIMOJIHSIN CBOIO PA0OTy JOMKHBIM 00pa3oM.

OpHako, mogyMaB 00 3TOM elrle pas; KTO Obl MOT IIOOyMaTh, YTO KapJjiMK U BeflbMa TeJIeTIOPTUPYIOTCS
M3 9TOT0 3aMKa?

"Yro THI IIpefaraemns?" — MpadHo crupocun Topak, CTod BO3Jie KpOBaTH THOMa U ycMeXasicCh, KOorga
3amax 3TOTr0 KOBApHOTO CYIleCTBa yOapui ero B HOC.

«MsI momoxkOeM», — cKa3as Kelic, OH Toxe BRITJIsIIeN He nydine Topaka, HO, 110 KpaHel Mepe, Ha
3TOT pa3 OH CMOT CcHepKaTh CBOM T'HEB ¥ MEICIIUTH 00Jiee SICHO, YeM OH.

"XKoate?!" — npopeidan Topak. — TaM ¢ HUMU MOXKET CIIYYUTHCS YTO YTOAHO! ero rHeB CHOBa
BCIIBIXHYJI. Ka3anocs, 4TO ero Xj1afHOKPOBUE IIOJTHOCTBIO BEUIETENIO U3 OKHA, C TOTO MOMEHTa, KakK
HOBOCTH O IIpoIaxe PeiiH JOCTUTIM €T0 YIIEeu.

— A THI 3Haelb, TOe X HaUTKU? — pa3fpaxeHHo crmpocun Keiic. «OHU MOTYT OBITE I'ie YTOTHOY.

— JT0 Jydlllee pellleHre, KOTOpoe Tl MOXKelllb MHe IPeI0KUTh? TopaK YXMBIIBHYJICS, Kpail CToJa
TPECHYJI TI0T er0 CUIbHOM XBATKOU, YTOOH! YCIIOKOUTHCS.



— Ilo kpaiiHel Mepe, oHU C JIlugueii, — cka3an Padass.

Tem BpemeneM Karnneb, KOTOPEIY MOT4aJj C TEX IOP, KaK YCIIBIIAN, YTO PeliH CHOBa mpomaia 6e3
BECTH, HaKOHell 3aroBopul. "HacKOJIbKO B JOBEpPsSIETE TOMY, YTO OHA HAaC He IIpefacT?" — CIPOCHUIT
OH CTPaHHLIM TOHOM.

Koneuno, 'aMmMa oueHb 6eCriOKOHUIICS 0 CBOeM JIyHe. AHTe/IbI-XpaHUTEIIA MOTJIH TTOABEPraThCs
HEM3BECTHHIM OIIACHOCTSAM, U OHU He 3Ha/lH, I'le OHU HaXOOSATCS.

«4 mOCTaTOYHO MOBEPSIO eH, YTOOH He MpefgaBaTh Hac», — OTBETUN Kelic yepe3 HeKOTOpoe BpeMs.

— Hamnpuwmep, kak THI noBepsin Cepedpune? — crupocun Kanneb mpsmo o peny. Jaxe Cepeduna,
KOTOpasd, KaK OHU OyMaiH, Obljla Ha UX CTOPOHE, IIpefiajia Ux, Tak Kak XKe OHU MOTJIA HOBEPSTh
IPYTOMy 4eJ0BeKY, KOTOPHIM OblT OyKBalbHO el 011130K?

Curtyarus cTaHeT elre 6ojee 3alyTaHHOM, €CITH OHU He BEPHYTCS.

— Ilo30Bu ciofia TJIaBy OXOTHUKOB ¥ KEHTABPOB, 5 X04Yy C HUMU IIOTOBOPUTH, — oOpaTuics Topak K
CTOSIBIIEMY Y ABEPH [IKEKY.

PeliH mombITanach IPUKPHITE JIUIIO OT PE3KOT0 BETPa, KOTOPHIH co3paBana Geiipy,

OHa HUYETO He BU[eJla U3-3a KpyxXKalllelcsl BOKPYT I'ps3u U KaMeIllIKOB, HO Yepe3 KaKoe-TO BpeMs BCe
HOPMAaJTM30BaIOCh, ¥ OHA HaXKe YCIIkIIaa rojioc JIugumu.

— Peiin, ToI B mopsigke? ['onoc JIupuu OBITT COBCEM PSAOM, U TYT PeliH 1MOYyBCTBOBasa, Kak KTO-TO
CJIeTKa BCTPSIXHYJTI ee TeJo.

TonbKo TOTa OHa OMYyCTHJIA PYKY, U PeliH yBuaesna, YTOo OHa BEPHYJIACh B TO BpeMsi, OTKYHa YIIIa.

"Yro 3mech nmpoucxomuT?" — cripocuia PeifH, oHa ObljIa B OllETIEHEHUH.

— Tl mpomnasna Ha HEeCKOJIbKO MUHYT, — COKPYIIEHHO cKa3asa Jlumusi.

Ho B TO X)e BpeMsi OHU CHOBa YCJIBIIIAJIM 3BYK TPECKAIOMIET0CA Jiba, X KOI'la OHN oba IIOBEPHYIIN
T'OJIOBEI K 3&M8p31ﬂeﬂ peKe, ux ria3aM IIpegcTala CiieHa, O KOTOpOfI OHU [OaXKe He MeYdTallu.

YTo-TO UM, TOYHEE, KAKOe-TO CYIIEeCTBO MMOSBUIOCH U3 JIEASTHOM BOIEI, PACKOJIOB JIETSTHYIO
oBepxHOCTh. Ho 3Ta miTyKa Obly1a CIUIIKOM OLICTPOM, YTOOH MMOHSTE, YTO 9TO TAKOE, TOCKOJIBKY



jieTella IpsMo B Hebo, KaK MoyHus. M Bce ke 3TOT 60T OBIT KpaCHOTO useTa!
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