— CHayaJia BHIIENTE 3T0, — IIOBTOPUJI CBOM CJI0Ba XMPOH ¥ CHOBA MOJHEC JEPEBSIHHBIN KYOOK K
rybam Jlaiinak, HO aHTeJl-XpaHUTeNb TOTHSJI €€ PYKY U K30 BCEX CUJI OTMaxHYJICS OT HETO.

XI/IpOH B3OOXHYII U T1epeCTall IbITAaThCs, IMIOOHAJICA X OTOIIEe]I OT HE€ Ha TPH IIara.

Jlaii;mak ©30 BCEX CHJI ITBITAJIAach CECTh, HO 3TO OBIJTI0 HAMHOT'O CJI0OXKHEee, YeM OHA JyMaJia, HaKOHell,
II0CJIe HECKOMbKUX 0€3pe3yIbTaTHRIX MOMBITOK, OHA CHAJlach U IepeBepHYyIIach, YTOOR 0Ka3aThCs
JIUIIOM K U1y ¢ XupoHoM. Ha ee 10y BEICTYIIUII CJIOM II0TA, a AbIXaHKUE CTaJI0 IIOBEPXHOCTHHIM.

"3adem TH 3TO cHenan?" — CHOBa CIpocuia Jlaunak.

Tonpko certuac Jlainak Mormia siCHO BUAETH Bce 9TO MecTo. Cy[s 1o BceMy, XUPOH OTBeJI ee Ha JIyT.
BapxaTtucTas TpaBa mop TejoM Jlaiinak OvlJla HEMHOT'O XOJIOOHOM M3-3a KalleJleK POCH], Ka3alioch,
Jlaiinak mposena 3[ech [eyio HOYb.

Bmanmeke BeplrHa TOPHl BEITJISIAETIA TAK, CJIOBHO MOTJIa KOCHYThCST 3Be3THOT0 HeGa Ham co00i. ITo
OBLITO He TO 3peJIniie, KOTOPOe He MOTJIO YIOBIETBOPUTH YYBCTBA. 3BYK LIEMIOTA BETPA, 3allaX TPABH U
HebOa OBLIM He OT MUpPa CETo, 3TO OB TPOCTO MPA3THUK IS T'7as.

Ecnu 6wl Jlaitnak He Oblyla B €e HEIHEIIHEM COCTOSSHUH, OHa Oblia OBl IIOpaXkeHa TeM, YTO yYBHUeNla
ceituac. K coxkanenuto, ceituac y Hee He ObIJIO BpEMEHU OLIEHUTD 3TO.

Ha ee rnazax XI/IpOH IMO-TIIpEe2KHEMY OTKA3hIBAJICA OTBE€YATh Ha €€ BOIIPOC M BCe CMOTPEI B Hebo,
CJIOBHO paCI.HI/I(prBBIBaH TO, 9YTO eMYy IIOOCKa3adJIk 3BE€3[HhI.

— Tl xo4elrb MeHs1 yOUTH? — CHOBa crpocuiia Jlainak. X0Th OHUM U BCTPETUJIUCH He TaK IaBHO U
Pas3roBOp MeXAy HUMU OBITT 0O4€Hb KOPOTKUM, aHTeJI-XPaHUTENh HUKOTa OBl He TIOOyMaJl, YTO BOXK/Ib
KEHTaBPOB TaK IMOCTYIIUT.

XUPOH TO-TIpexKHEeMY 0TKa3hIBaJICS C Hell pa3roBapuBaTh.

«3HaeTe JIK BBI, 4YTO TO, YTO BHI CHejaiy, IOOBEPrHET OMMaCHOCTH Balll Hapoxn?» Jlaimak momnbITanach
BOBJIEYD €T0 B KaKOH-HUOYIb PA3roBOp, OHA NEUCTBUTEJILHO X0TeJla 3HATh, YTO IOOYIUIIO ero COeaTh
YTO-TO IomoOHoe, 3Has [IKenapeKa, OH OBl He TI03BOJIUI 3TOMY JIET'KO ITPOUTH MUMO. — Pa3Be TH He
3a00THIILCS O HUX?

— To, yem g ceryac 3aHMMAKCh, He UMeET K HUM HUKaKOr0 OTHOLIEHHUSI, — HaKOHel] fiall e KaKOU-TO
O0TBET XUPOH.

Korpa Jlaiinax ycnelana 3T0, e 04eHb 3aX0TeJI0Ch [TIOU3EBAThCS HaM, €ro JIULOM, 4TO 3TO 3a
3agBiieHne? Pa3Be 0H He 3HaJ, Kak 00LYHO pearupyet [xenpek? OH IPOCTO IPUTBOPSIICS, YTO HE
3HaeT 3TOr0, UJIK NPOCTO JIULeMepus1, ojaras, 4Tto [IKeapek He IPUYUHUT UM Bpena?



— HYMaeHIB, ,]I}KenpeK 9TO GYJIGT BOJIHOBaTh? Jlaiinak CHOBa 3aCTOHaJsIa, KOrfa ITOYYBCTBOBAJI4, KakK
XKTrydad 0o/1b CHOBa 000KTJIa ee I1Ier, TO caMoe MecCTo, rae Obljla oTIedaTaHa ee MeTkKa. «OH Y6BeT
HX, eCJIM IPDUOETCA».

XWpOH MePEeCTYIIUI C HOTH Ha HOTY ¥ ITOCMOTpET Ha Jlainak. B ero riasax GbII0 OTpaXkeHue mevanu
1 60JIe3HEeHHBIX BOCIIOMUHAHKH, KOTOPhIe OH YYBCTBOBAJI TTyOOKO B CEPJIe, YYBCTBO, KOTOPOE OH TaK
IOJITO XOPOHHUJI, TI0Ka He MOJyMaJl, YTO TO, UTO OH MejlaeT ceidac, O6b10 HeoOX0mUMO, Kak OyITO 3TO
OBIJIO €T0 LIeJIbIO B OTOM KHU3HH. .

— Torga oH OymeT KUTh, UTOOBI CTPafgaTh OT TOU XkKe 00JIM, — X0JI0OHO CKa3asl XupoH. Takue
JKEeCTOKHe CJI0Ba BIIEPBEIE COPBAJIKCH C ero I'y0. «CBUOeTe b TOT0, Kak s 3a0pajl CyIIHOCTh CAMOI0
€ro CyILIeCTBOBaHMA IIPSIMO Y HET0 Ha rja3ax».

_ 6abouka.

"I'me octanpHble moau?" YV JIuguu nosiBUIIOCH IJI0X0€ NIPEIYyBCTBUE C TOTO MOMEHTa, KaK OHa
yBUpena 6ecyrciieHHOe KOINYeCTBO MEPTBEIX TeJl Tepel] BXOOHLIMU BOPOTAMHU, U €€ YyBCTBO
YCUJIUIIOCh, KOT{la OHA He MOTJIa HalTH OPYTHX JI0Ael, Korma oHa Opofuiia 1o 3TOMYy OTPOMHOMY
MeCTY, YTOOBI HaJIOKUTh KaKHe-TO 3aKITUHAHUS.

Padasnb BuOen, Kak K HUM ofoia JIuaus, Korjga oH pasroBapuBai ¢ JIaHoii, o6cyKpasi, YTO UM
Tenephb MeaTh.

«H3 9TOT0 MecTa IpomaIu JIIau», — mpodopmoTana JIuaus, cagsch Ha OUBaH psmoM ¢ Jlanoun. — I'me
Cepeduna?

Padasns u JlaHa NepernsHyIuch.

[Toka JlaHa omycTuja rojoBy, BCe ellle MOTpsACeHHas TeM pakToM, uTo CepeduHa npegana ux,
Padasnb o6bsgcHun JIuguu To, 4TO PelH cKa3aia uM.

— Ona npefana Hac, — X0JIOMHO cKalan Padasns. OH mocMoTpen Ha JIuauio, KOraa BEIpaXkeHue ee
JIUIA PeBPaTUIIOCH B IIOK. «CepedurHa IIOMOTIIa YePTIM 3anoayuuTh CUpPEeHb U Teleph OHa C HUMU».

— HeB03M0XKHO, — HEOOBEPUMBO mpouIenTana Jiugus. — Thl He MMOBEPHIIL, fa? OHA ITOCMOTPENIa Ha
Jlany. [leBymka 6rita ¢ CepeduHOM MHOTO JIeT, ¥ OHA OBbIJIa CAaMBbIM OJTU3KUM YeJIOBEKOM [
CepeduHsl, 0 KoTopoM JIugus 3Hana.

- f ToxKe He X049y B 9TO BEPHUTH, - CKa3alla JlaHa MSATKMM TOHOM, OHa MHCTUHKTHBHO KOCHYIIaChb
CBOETO ITJIOCKOT'0 2KMBOTA, KOI'Ja IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa JII/ICKOM(I)OpT.



Peiin KpenKko cxBaTuiaa Mex 6eoro 3Bepsi, KOrja 3Beph U3SIIHO JABUTAJICS, HO HEYKIIOHHO, TIepeceKas
JIec, B TO BpeMs KaK OH OBICTPO u30eras magaroliuX CTBOJIOB U NEPEBLEB.

[JTr060Bb Mos1, ¢ TOOO# Bce B mopsimke?] Topak MEICIIEHHO CBSI3all €e U I0YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK IEBYILIKa
MSITKO KMBHYJIa TOJIOBOM, KacasiCh eT0 3arpUBKa.

Peiin Bce eme Gria ciaba mocyie TOro, 4TO C Hel CIy4YusIoCh, HO OHA Obl/la HENIPEKJIOHHA B TOM, UTO
Topak mpuBedeT ee Ha JIyT, KOTOPHIH OHa BUEesIa B CBOEM BUIEHUH.

PeiiH 6oJIbIlle HUYEro He 00BSICHSIIA, OHA MPOCTO CKa3aja uM, uTo CepeduHa Iepecekiia MOCT U
TEIeph C ObSIBOJIAMH.

KoHeuHO, B 9Ty HOBOCTh C TPYAOM MOT ITOBEPUTH faxe Topak. Eciu 6b1 9T0 He PeliH pacckasai emy,
OH OBl HE TIOBEPHIL.

Topak cpazkascs IIedoM K 1miedy ¢ CepeduHON 1 CCOPUIICS C BEObMOM OeCUrCIeHHOe KOTUIECTBO
pa3, HO OH HUKOT/Ia He AyMaJl, YTO OHa CHeNaeT 3TO.

OpHako, ¢ IpyToy CTOPOHH, PeliH He cTaja OBl JTaTh.

[ToaTomy, mogymanu Topak u ocTanbHEIE, PeitH X0Tena moUTH Ha NTyT, 4ToOH HauTu Cepeduny. OHU
He 3Ha/I¥, KaK OHa MOTJla y3HaThb ee MECTOHAX0XIeHHe, HO ITIOCKOJIbKY 3TO OBIJIO ee BUeHHUE, YTO-TO,
YTO MOTJIa BUETh TOJIbKO OHA, OHU, TEM He MeHee, [IOBEPSIIIU eil.

Psmom ¢ TopakoM Obln ellle OOUH 3BEPD C XOYIT HaBepXy, CUASAIINM B TOM XKe I103e, UTO U PeiiH,
crenys 3a TopakoM, He CBOAS riia3 ¢ PeliH, Ha ciy4ai, eCliy OHa yIafeT Cco CIUHH Topaka.
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