«Topak, CepeduHna...» PeilH IIOMBITAIaCh 3ar0BOPUTH, XOTS €€ TOJIOC COPBAJICS.

Topak TyT 7Ke B3sJI CTaKaH BOOBI U ITOMOT PelfH HamuUThCS, TOAIePKUBas ee Tejlo, YTOOE OHa He
3a[0XHYJIacCh.

— CHauaJsa BHIIEHTE 3TO... — OUeHb THXO0 CKa3aj Topak, MIoONHeC CTaKaH K ee rybaM, a Xoyn yopana
HECKOJIbKO IIPSANEH ee BOJIOC C Iula. «Bymb 0CTOpoXKHA, MEJIEHHO...» — HAllOMHUII OH PeiiH, oHa
JKaHO IIKIIa BOMY.

C mpyro# cTopoHtl, Kanmne6 B3goxHys ¢ o6ierdenuneM, yBumnes, uto PeiiH yxe npocHynacs. OH He
YyyBCTBOBaJ OBl ce0s1 CIIOKOMHO, ecniu ObI OHa Bce ellle Obla 6€3 CO3HAHUS.

TeHeBOU BOMH AEWCTBUTEJILHO He IPUYMHII €My HUKaKOro Bpefia, HO 3aCTaBUI ero IoTepPSTh
CO3HaHWe ¥ TIOABEePr ero onacHOCTU. [aMMa faxke He Bo3paxal Obl, ecu 66 Topak HaKa3all ero
ceityac. OH 3acmyxun 9To nonydenue. K cuacteio, Topak ObiT 3aHAT 3a60Toi 0 PeitH u maxke He
yCIlesl Ha Hero HabpOoCUThCS.

«Topak, CepeduHa...» PeliH CHOBa IOIBITAIaCh 3arOBOPUTh, TOKAa TOpaK BEITHPAJI OCTATKK BOMHI,
cOexaBiue ¢ ee ryo.

— Ee 3pech HeT, — cka3an Topak. OH momyMar, 4To PeiiH Obis10 607TbHO, M eMy HYKHO OBIIO YBUIEThH
BebMy. — THl YyBCTBYelllb I'me-HuOyab 6051b? B 3TOM 3aMKe He OblIo 1enuTensi, Topak He 3Hal, The
oHa, u Keiic Toxke IBITA/ICS HAUTHU ee, Koraa uckan CepeduHy, HO He CMOT HUKOTO HaWTH. Ka3asnocs,
YTO €IUHCTBEHHLIMU XKUBLIMU CYIIECTBAaMU BO BCEM 3TOM MeCTe ObLIM OHH.

«Het, Topak. Thl He cMOXKeIllb HaliTH ee 37ech». PeltH cnabo ckasana, 4yTo eciu 66l ¥ Topaka He OBIIO
3aMevaTeIbHOr0 CJIyXa, OH OBl HE CMOT ee YCIIBIIaTh, axe XOyII MPUIIUIOCh IIONOUTH GIuxKe.

"Tloyemy?" — cmpocun Topak, 1ackas ee IIeKH, ero Cepplle CKajioch OT 60K, KOrfia OH CHOBa
yBUeN CBOW napy. "Thl 3Haels, roe oHa?"

— TopaK, OHa C ObsABOJIAMH... — HAaKOHEI] IIPOU3HECTIA PeiiH, BBEIPpaXKEHHNE €€ JInlla OJPOrHyJio, a 1o
IeKaM MoTeKu cae3nl. OHa YYBCTBOBaJla cebs1 He MEHbIIIe, YeM OHYCTOMGHHOﬁ.

CepeduHa He Bcerga OTHOCHIACh K HEW XOPOII0, 0COOEHHO KOTla OHU BIIEPBHIE BCTPETUIIHUCE, HO
MBICJT O TOM, YTO BefibMa MTpefasa UX, HUKOTla He TIPUXO0AKIIa el B TOJIOBY.

Kaxkoii ObI pe3Koi OHa Hu OblJTa ¥ KaK OBl HM BRIXO[MJIa U3 Ce0s MOYTH KaXKIBIH pa3, KOrma OHU
BCTPeYaIuch, uim Kak 01 CepedrHa He ccopuiack ¢ TopakoM, OHa He MPeJacT uX, BEPHO?

"UTo THI UMeeIb B BUAY?" — crIpocusia X0yl e[Ba C/IBIIIHLIM MIeI0TOM. [JoIKHO ObITh, OHA
HelpaBUJIbHO PacCIIbIIaja, BepHo?



"HeB03MOXKHO", - pacCessHHO CKa3asa JlaHa, OHa IT0Kayaa rojioBOY U AepxKaiach 3a Kpau CToIa,
4yTOORI TOAIEePKaTh cebs.

Jlana u X0yII elle He ONPaBUIKCh OT TOTO (paKTa, 4TO0 XHUPOH IIpefas UX, HO 3HaTh, uTo CepeduHa
nepellyia Ha APYTYI0 CTOPOHY, OBIJI0O COBCEM APYTO€ AeJi0. OTO OBIIO0 MPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO.

Opuako PeliH He crasa OBl ITaTh UM.

Haxe Kanne0 OBLI OIIEIOMIIEH, €T0 POT GBI IMUPOKO OTKPHIT, HO HA OJHO CJTIOBO HE MOTJIO CJIETETH C
ero ryo0.

I>Xeapex II0J K TOPOICKHAM BOPOTAM, KOTOPhIe OBIIM pa3pyIIeHb! TIOObMU U3-3a IIPeesioB TOPofa,
OHH IIJTA K 3aMKY, KOTTa UX BCTPETUI KOPOJIb.

Ha camowMm [iernie GBI ellle OOMH TPEBOXKHEIM (aKT, KOTOPHIM OH YBUOET IIepef TeM, KaK IIOKUHYTh
3aMOK; KTO-TO B30pBa BOPOTa 3aMKa, ¥ BCe TPYIIBl CTPaXKHUKOB, KOTOPhIE, KAK 0Ka3a/ocCh,
YIIPaBJISJIMCH ObSIBOJIOM, KOTHa OHH HallaJu Ha Hero, 6ecciegHo UCYes]Iu.

Kto 3TO cmenan?

CYJIFI I10 TOMY, YTO OH BHUOEJI, KTO-TO IIBITAJICsA CHUJION IIPOHUKHYTH B 3aMOK.

OpHako B 3TOT MOMEHT pa3yM [IKenpeKa ObLI CIUIIKOM 3aHAT MBICJIIMH O €ro ITPOoTaBIIel mape,
TI09TOMY Y HETo He OBIJI0O BpEMEHU JyMaTh 00 3TOM.

«I'me KeHTaBp 0 UMeHU KapuHa?» rojioc KopoJjis He ObIT HU T'POMKUM, HA HU3KHUM, HO TI0 €T0
MpayHOMY BBHIPazKEHHUIO JIUIA U TEMHBIM I'Jla3aM MOXKHO OBIJIO CKa3aTh, UTO JIUKaH ObLI BHE cebs OT
SIPOCTH.

3a nMuKaHTponaMu U3 ctau Topaka ¥ 0XOTHHUKaMU, KOTOPHIX Ipuriacuil Keuic, ctosnu kentaspel. OHU
BBITJISIIENH BEIIIE BCEX IIPUCYTCTBYIOMUX Oarofapsi MOJIyKOHCKOMY TeJTy.

«f», — OTBETHJI TUXUH T'OJIOC U3 I"HYGI/IHI:I TOJITIBI, KOT'Ma €€ MATKHKE KOIIbITa CTy4YaJIu I10 3eMJie, KOT'la
OHa IIJIa BIIEPem.

Jliomu pa3olUINCh ¥ YCTYIIUIN NOPOTY XKeHIUHe-KeHTaBpy, HO APyrHue KeHTaBpPhl IEPELIENTHBAIKCH,
IIBITASICh BRISCHUTD, YTO IIPOMCXOOUT U ToueMy [IKefpeK BOPYT 3axoTella YBUAeTh Kapuny.



Tem BpemeHeM no3anu [Ixkempeka Keiic u Padasmb BepHYIHUCH B CBOIO Y€JI0BEUECKYIO (OpPMY, KOT/ia
OHU OBITTM JOCTATOYHO OMM3KO K [[7KepeKy, HaKOHell, IOTHAaB €ro.

«JIxKempek, Thl obelian MHe...» Keiic mepxarn [IxKegpeka 3a Ij1e40, HO ITpexke YeM OH YCIIes
3aKOHYUTH IIPEeIoKeHKe, ero OpaT oueHb PE3KO OTMaxHYJICS OT Hero pykKow, moka Kelic He ynan Ha
HOTH, ¥ 9TO BBI3BAJI0 BOKPYT HUX OOPMOUYIIHE Tojioca.

— Cxkaxu MHe, rae XupoH? — cupocui [Jxenpek Kapuny, Korfa oHa CTOsJIa Iiepef TOJIIIOU BCEro B
HECKOJIbKHUX MeTpax OT KOPOJs.

Ecnu XeHIIMHA-KeHTaBp ¥ Obl/la HallyraHa WK BCTPEBOXkKEHa, OHa He MOKa3hbIBajla 9TOr0 Ha JIHIIE,
TaK KakK ee BeIpaXKeHUe Terneph ObIJI0 TUIIeHO KaKUX-TH00 9MOIUH.

— YT0 BaM HYKHO OT HaIllero BOXKAsA? — CIpocuil 3apH y [lKeapeka, KOrAa OH IpOIIes Blepen U
BCTaJ psanoM ¢ Kapunoi. «Mbl He faguM BaM HUKAKOM HH(POPMAaILUKX O HEM, €CJIU BHl XOTUTE CHEJATh
€My 4YTO-TO IIJIOX0€».

Cyns mo ToMy, Kak ceidac BefeT ce0st [IKeopek, HUKTO He TOBEPUT, YTO KOPOJIb X04YeT
IIUBUJIM30BAHHO TTOTOBOPUTDL C XUPOHOM. Teneps [KeapeK BHITTISIAEN KakK YeJI0OBEK, KOTOPHIH X0TeN
pa3buTh UX cepala roJaBIMU PYKaMH.

"TInoxo?" [I:xkKegpek ycMexHynach. «He CTOUT HeJOOlLleHNBaTh MO HaMEPEHUS».

3apH He moH:AJ, yTo [[Keapek uMena B Buny. OH mocMoTpen Ha Kapuny, Ho ero co6paT-KeHTaBp
TOJIBKO OITyCTHJI TOJIOBY, @ IIOTOM IIOHSIJI, YTO YTO-TO [OJIXKHO OBITH COBCEM HE TakK.

"YTO TH UMeelb B BUAY?" — OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCHU 3apH, HO He JyMaJl, YTO X0YET YCIIBIIIATh TaKOH
OTBET.

«He TONIBKO Balll BOXKIb MM 3Ta XKEHIIMHA-KeHTaBp. 1 3aCTaBIIi0 BaCc BCeX IIPOMTH Yepes
MY4YUTEbHYI0 CMEPTH, €CJIU BH HE CKaXKeTe MHe, ITie ceiidyac XupoH!» [IKeapeK 3alIuiiesl CKBO3b
CTUCHYTBIE 3y0BI, @ €T0 rla3a MOKPaCHEIH.
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