Cepeduna noaTsHyna HOTH OIMKe K TPyAX U 00HSJIA WX, YTKHYBIINCE 100M B KojeHHu. OHa
YyBCTBOBaJja ce0s1 COBEPIIEHHO U3MYUYEHHOMN U OMyCTOIIEHHOM.

Ho moToMm oHa IIOYYBCTBOBaJlld, KaK KTO-TO HAKMHYJI eyl Ha IIJIeYd TeI0e OHesiyio ’ IIOIIPABHII €TI0 TakK,
YTOOBI OHO MOTJIO YKDEITH €€ XOJIOOHO€ TEeJIO.

Iaxe Torma BegbMa He OBUTAJIAch, U ef He HYKHO ObIIO TOOHUMATE I'0JIOBY, YTOOB YBUAETD, KTO 3TO
OLLI, OHA 3HaJIa, YTO 3TO HOoJIXKeH OBITh Teo, Tak KaK OHa ObIIa B ero CIajibHe, a OH OLLI 30ech
eIMHCTBEHHEIM 4Y€JIOBEKOM.

CepeduHa mogymasna, 9TO IOCJIe TOT0, KaK OHa HaKpOeTCs ofesiioM, Teo BEpHETCS B CBOIO KPOBATH,
HO OHA [TOYYBCTBOBAJIa, KAaK JUBAH PSIIOM C HEH OMyCTUIICS, YKa3kBas Ha TO, YTO reHepasl PeIui
CeCThb Ha Hero.

[To kakoiu-To npuunHe CepedrHa He Bo3paxkana, IOTOMY 4To Teo HU 0 4YeM ee He CIIpallInBall,
II09TOMY OHa IIPOAoJIKaja CUIeTh B 3TOU MO3e.

Onu BOBOEM MOTYay BCIO HOUb, ¥ CepedrHa HUYETO He CKa3ana.

OnHako 3T0 OBIIO BCe, YTO e OBITIO0 HY2KHO B TAaKOE BpeMs.

Korpa mepBele JTy4u COJIHIIA KOCHYJIMCh TOPU30HTA U yanu Ha OnenHoe nuiio Jlainak, [xeopek
CHOBA HaXMYPHUJICS, YBUIeB, KaKOU XPYIIKOM Teleph Ka3ajach ero mnapa.

Kak u roBopun emy Keiic, MeTKa Ha €ro rape MOrjla 3aJle4uTh PaHy Ha ero Ijeyde, HO B UTOTE OH
MCTOLIWII BCIO cuny Jlaliak, He TOBOPS yKe 0 TOM, YTO CaM IIPOLeCC METKHU MOTJIOTUII ObI MHOTO €€
CHUJIBI ¥ IPUYUHUI OBl ¥t 601b. BepHYThCS, IIPOIIe TOBOPS, ceryac oHa Oblyia He B yulnei Gpopme.

I>XempeK B3TNISHYN Ha CBEXKYI0 OTMETHHY Ha €ee Iee U BIOOUIICS B OTKPHIBIIeecs: eMy 3penuiie. OH
IPOTSIHYJI PYKY, YTOOBI HEZKHO KOCHYTBHCSI ee HexKHOU KOoXu. PaHa mouTH 3axkuia, HO JIaiak crana
[IBOE CYTOK TTOAPSA, He IMpefBelnast CKOpOro MpobyKaeHust, ¥ 3TO 4yTh He CBEJIO €T0 C yMa.

OH omyCTHUII roJIOBY, YTOOH YCIIBITIATh POBHOE cepauebuenue Jlainak. Ho ciabeiit 3BYK TOJIBKO
ycumnui ero 6eCroKouCTBO.

3ByK cepanebuenus Jlaimak ObII COBCEM KaK 3BYK TOJIBKO YTO POAUBIIENCS MITUIIBI, TTHITAIONUIEHCS
B3MaXHYTh CBOMMHU HEOIIHITHBIMU KPBITbSIMHU; MENIKO U MenjeHHo. OgHako Oblyio Obl CTpallHee, eciu
OBl 3BYK [IEMCTBUTEIHLHO ITPEKPaTUICS.

I>XeopeK B3MOXHYI U MOAYMasl, KakKol OH Hejelbli. CBSI3b C MapTHEPOM OblJIa HACTOJILKO CHUJTBHOM,



4YTO OH JaXKe He MOI' OCTAaBUTEL €€ OOHY. ITo KpafIHefI Mepe, OH He MOT' B €€ HEIHEIIIHEM COCTOSIHUH.

Kasanocs, 4T0 caM CMBICTT BCETO €T0 CymeCTBOBaHUSA 3aBHCEII OT HEe.

<<HO}KaHYﬁCTa, ITPOCHHUCK...» — YMOJIAJL H}KeupeK, IIPOBOOs ITaTbIIaMU II0 €€ IIEeJIKOBBEIM BOJIOCAM U
YYBCTBYA MEXKNY IIaJIbIaMU MATKHE IIPAONA. On HEKOTTa PaHbIIe He gejall C Hell HUYero CTONb
HEZXKHOTO.

Her, oH moHs, 4YTO HUKOIOA He Jejal el HU4ero Xopoi1iero, u Terepb BCe, 94TO OH XOTeJI, 3TO
HCIBITATh C HEH KaXOyI MeJIOYb.

«Tok. Tok».

KTo-TO IIpepBal MOMEHT H}KenpeKa, €T0 MBICJIM OBIIH CIIMIIKOM 3aHSTHl COCTOSHHEM €T0 IIapkel, 1 OH
dazKe He MOI' OITyTUTB, 4YTO TopaK YK€ HEeCKOJIbBKO MUHYT CTOUT B OIBEPAX.

— Mory s npepBath Bac? Topak IpunogHsa 6poBH, X0Ts OBIII0 HEBEPOSITHO BUAETH [IKeipeKa TaKuM,
HO ceriyac Topak MOT BUAETH ce0s B IIPOIIIOM B ITOBEJEHUN CBOETro OpaTa, B TOT KOHKPETHHIN
MOMEHT, KOTla OH OTMeTHI PeliH. T0 OBIJI0 COBCEM He MPUATHOE BOCTIOMUHAHNE, HO eMYy HPaBUJIACh
ero 1nocienCcTBusd.

— Twi yXke npepBasn MeHs, — npopsidan [Ixkenpek, ¥ Topak IpuBeTCTBOBaN ce0s1, BOMOSA B KOMHATY.
"UT0 TH XOUeIh?"

"W3BuHuTe MeHs?" Topak CKpecTUs PyKu Ha TPyaHd, HelOBEPUYUBO I'sifsd Ha OpaTa. OH yCMeXHYJICS:
«Y Bac ecTb KOPOJIEBCTBO, KOTOPHIM HY2KHO yIIPaBJIATh, ¥ HECKOIHKO G0EBHIX I1JIaHOB, KOTOPHIMU BEI
npeHebperany B TedeHNe JOBOJILHO [OJITOTO BPEMEHU».

«41 pa3bepych ¢ 3TUM, KaK TOIbKO JIaiyak MPOCHETCSI», — pPa3fpakKeHHOo cKa3aja [xenpek. — ThI
MOXKeIllb... — €T0 NPeJIoKeHne pepBan Topaka.

— 41 3meck He [ TOTO, YTOOHI BHIIOTHSATH TBOU IMOPYYEHHUS MIIM TBOE KOPOJIEBCTBO, — CTPOTO CKa3al
Topak. OH TOHKUMAJ, YTO cernyac YyBCTBYeT [IXKeqpeK, HO He MOT IIOOYUHUTHCSA CBOEMY PELIEHUI0
ocTaThcs C Jlaiak Ha BeCch OEHb.

[Tpormto gBa MHS € TeX MOP, Kak Topak 3aHUMAJICS [IeJlaMy, KaCcalolMMUCs KOPOJIEBCTBA, B TO BpEMS
Kak Kelic oTpaBucs B j1larepb, YTOOH IIOTOBOPUTH C APYTUMHU Anb(paMu B OTCYTCTBHE UX Gpara.
CeronHst HEKOTOPHIE APYTHE IMKAHTPOIIH 1 060POTHY U3 CcTau Topaka MIPUAYT U PUCOENUHSTCS K
CuIaM.

Keiic Obl1 04eHb pa3fpaXkarlliM U I0JTHOCTHI0 OTPULIAN KaXkK OB pa3, Korga Topak IIPOCUTI ero
TIOWTH K HUM, U eMy HYKHO Obl10, 4T0OH! Peitn nmoroBopuia ¢ Xoym, 4To6sl yOEOUTh ero MIafLIero
Opata, 4TOOBI 3aCTAaBUTH €T0 CAENIATh TO, YTO X0TeN Topak. ITo 4yTh He cBesio Topaka ¢ yMma.



Opnako [IKenpeK HAYero He [efiajl, KpoMe KaK 0CTaBaach psmoM ¢ Jlainaxk.

— CMmotpu, — B3pmoxHyN Topak u B3risiHyN Ha OnenHoe nutio Jlatinak. OH qoyKeH OB IPU3HATh, YTO
ecnu OBl OH ceriyac OblT Ha MecTe [[KegpeKa, TO eMy HUYEero He X0TeJI0Ch OBl JeflaTh, KpoMe Kak
0CTaBaThCS CO CBOEU MapoH, HO... BCE CTAHOBUIIOCH BCE CIIOXKHEE U CIIoXKHee. «f 3Hato, 9YTO Th
YYBCTBYEIlb, HO ThI MOXKEIIIb IMIOMTPOCUTh KOT0-HUOYIb OCTAThCS 30eCh, YTOOH COOOIUTE Tebe, Koraa
OHa IIPOCHETCSI».

IXeopek mokKadaJs rojioBoi. — JTo 6e3yMue, — mpoOopMoTas OH. «MBICIIb O TOM, UYTO OHA HUKOTTA
He MIPOCHETCS, MyraeT MeHs», — IIPU3HAJICS OH.

Topak OblLNT yIUBIIEH, YCIIBIIIAB 3asBIeHNEe CBOeTro OpaTa, 9T0 OB MIEPBLIM pa3, KOT{a OH YCIIbIIIAII,
Kak [[;KepeK TOBOPUJI O CBOMX YYBCTBaX ITOCJIE TAKOT'0 JOJITOTO BPEMEHH, B TeUeHHEe KOTOPOTO OHU
TIepecTasny BUIEThCS.

— He Bonnyiics, oHa npocHeTcs. Topak elne pa3 mocmoTpen Ha Jlainak. — Tel caM cKa3ajl, OHa
CHUJIbHAS.

[I>Xenpek B3TOXHYI U TI0JIOXKUII CBOIO PYKY 10BepX ee. "Ila oHa."

— ITo KpaiiHel Mepe, TH COeJIall 9TO AOIKHKIM 00pa3oM, — cKalasl Topak, IOJOABUHY CTYII U CeJl.
«Y Bac ecTb 1IepPeMOHUS, OTMeUYEeHHas U COMPSIKEHHAS C Hel C ee COTacus».

Ixempek crnabo yneiOHyncs. OH 3HAJ, YTO CIy4Yunochk ¢ TopakoM u Keiicu, Korga OHU OTMETHUIIH
CBOUX MTapTHEPOB.

«4 9yTh He yOUI CBOIO, KOTTa OTMETHUI ee». ['ma3a Topaka BCTPETUNUCEH CO B3TIAOoM [IxKempeka. «U
Keticu OBIT BHIHYKIEH OTMETHTh CBOIO Iapy, YTOOBI COXPAHUTE €M KUIHb».

Topak u Keiicu pacckasanu eMy ogpoOHOCTH CBOel UCTOpuHu, Korfa [IKepeK 4yTh He BIal B
SIPOCTh, KOTla TIOHSJI, 4YTO BEICOCAJI BCIO cuiy Jlainak.

"Brl cka3anu MHe 9T0." [IxKegpek OPOCUIT Ha HETo B3rysA. — Thl X04ellh, YTOOk MHE OBLIO I110X0?

— Ia, — otBeTun Topak, He 3afyMbIBasCh. « BBl JOJIKHEI 4YyBCTBOBATh Ce0s I1JI0X0, IOTOMY 4YTO
npeHeOperiyu CBOUMU 00513aHHOCTSIMU».

— TrI TOXe, — BO3pa3un JIxKemopek.

«$1 HE KOpoIb, s1 OM3HECMeH, ¥ MHEe BCe PAaBHO, IPUOETCS JIU MHE XKePTBOBATh KAaKOH-TO IMPHUOLIIIBIO,
yTOOBI OBITH CO CBOEH Iapoi», — CKa3asl OH [IeJIOBUTO.



Ixenpek ycMexHyCs: «Thl IedCTBUTENBHO AyMaelllb, YTO 5 BOoOIIe HUUero He genan? [10m0xKu 3TOT
KOHBEPT PSAOOM C CO00M».
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