«Bce melCcTBUTENBHO KOHUEHO... BCE NEeUCTBUTENIbHO KOHYEHO...» — HEOGHOKPAaTHO 6GopMoTaa
CepeduHa pa3pylIUTETIbHEIM, HO APOXKaUMM ToOHOM. OHa IOJHSIa TOJIOBY ¥ IIPHUCTAIbHO ITIOCMOTpeNa
Ha Kelica. 'opecTHas cie3a ynasa Ha ee IIeKy, KOrfla OHa IPUKYycuia ryby, 4ToOsl cuepxkaTh
3MOIIMH, HO OHa C TPECKOM ITPOBaJIUIaCh.

Ee gpixaHue cTamo HEPOBHHIM, KOT'Jad Cepe(bI/IHa IIOIIBITAJIaCh IIOHSATH, YTO 3TO €EAUHCTBEHHOE, 9YET O
OHa KOTJIa-J'II/I6O X0TeJIa, HO OHA 3HaJIa, 9YTO PAHO HUJIK IIO3OHO II0TEPAET 3TO. 910 OBITa IeHa, KOTOPYI
en IIPHUIIJIOCE 3allJIaTUTh 3a TO, YTOOBI CHOBA OCTAThCS B JKUBHIX.

Temeps, Korma OHa, HAKOHEL], CHOBA ITOAyMaJsia 00 3TOM, OHa He 3HaJsla, OBIJIO JIU IPaBUJIbHOE
peleHre, KOTOpPOoe OHa MpuHsa Toraa ¢ CeneHoit, 6oruHen nyHbl. Eciu Ob1 9TO OBITIO Jaxe
IOCTOMHO?

Bomb 6bla mouT HeBRIHOCUMOM Oisi CepedrHb], U ee KOJIeHU MTOJKOCHUINCE, KOTTla OHa yIlaia Ha
3eMJII0 C OyIIyIOUUM CEPALIEM.

B ee riasax Bce Ka3ajoCh TYCKJIBIM U HUUYTO He OBIJIO Temepb BaxKHBIM. CO3HaHUE TOT0, YTO OHA
II0Tepsiyia KOro-To, KTo OB Tak NOPOT ee CepAly, HUUyTh He YMEHBIINIO ee 60IH.

B ymax 3BeHeJ TpeTUi 3BOH KOJIOKOJIOB C OaleH. ITOT KOJIOKOJI 03HayaJsl, YTO0 KOPOJIb ¥ KOPOoJieBa
CKpeIuIu cBoo cynsby HaBewHO. [[xkenpek u Jlakak 00beJUHUINCH KaK IIPABUTENIN 3TOTO L[apCTBa.

Pa3Be 3T0 He 03HAYaso, YTO OfHA M3 3afay Oblyla BhIMONHEHA? Ho ImoueMy Cepe(bI/IHa He
YYBCTBOBAJIQ, 9YTO noOusachk 4ero-To BaxKHOTO?

Torma eqUHCTBEHHOE, YETr0 OHA XOTeJa, 3TO CHOBA YBUAETH [KepeKa, HO Temeph ee XXagHoe Cepare
JKeJsao O0IbIIero.

CepedurHa cxBaTUIACh 3a HOOIIYIO TPYOb ¥ CTHCHYJIA 3yOhl. E#f MOYTH Ka3aI0Ch, YTO KTO-TO MMPOH3UIT
ee cepille, HO OHA aXke He MOTJIa KCTeYh KPoBbio. OHa He MOTJIa BRIJIEYUTH TAKYI0 PaHy U HE MOTJIa
maxe MOJyMaTh, YTO KOTTA-HUOYOh CMOXKET U3JIEUUTLCS OT Hee.

— Cepeduna, TH B opsigke? — 00ecrokoeHHo crnpocuina Xoyn. OHa mocMmoTpena Ha Kedica u
CIIPOCHIIa, YTO UM HeiaTh? CepedrHa HUKOTTa PaHbIle He Oblyla Takou. Kako# Obl CJT0XKHOM HU ObITa
CUTYalHusi, C KOTOPOU e# MPUXOJUIOCH CTAIKUBATHCS, OHA BLICOKOMEPHO MTOJHUMAJIa TOJI0OBY U
Opocasa OgHO MM OBA CAPKACTUYECKHUX CJI0BA, IIPOIOJIKAs TOBOPUTE.

3nas CepeduHy MHOTO JIeT ¥ BUIS €€ celyac B TaKOM COCTOSTHMM, Ka3aj0Ch, YTO BeJbMa
IIpeBpaTUiIach B COBEPUIEHHO APYrOro YeIoBeKa.

«CepedwuHa...» X0yl HaCTOMYMBO MTO3BaJla ee, KOTMa yBuaesa, Kak BelbMa BOH3UIa HOI'TH B TBEPOYIO
3eMJII0 ¥ yiubiack. «IIpekpary...» OHA He 0CO3HaBaja 3TOro, KOTfa II0 ee IeKaM IOTeKIIH
coOCTBEHHHIE CIJIe3kl, KOTHa OHa YBHUMeNa, KaK caMasl CUIbHAs XKEeHIIMHA, KOTOPYI0 OHa KOraa-mubo



3HaJla, PYXHYJia U3-3a CoOCTBEHHOTO HEKOHTPOJINPYEMOT'O T'OPA.

«CepeduHa, 0OCTAHOBUCEH». — CTPOro ckalain Keiic. OH MOTSAHYJICS K Hel, HO Be[lbMa BhIpPBaiaCh U3
€ro PyK, He XKeJas, YTOOH K HEX MIpHUKacajuCh.

"OcTaBb MeHs B mokoe." CepedrHa u3pacxomoBajia OCTATKX CBOMX CHJI, YTOOH COGpaTh 9TH CJIOBA.
Ona yyBCcTBOBasa c1abocTh, HO B TO XKe BpeMs Obljia II0JTHA THEBA.

"Het." Kelic nputsaHyn X0yII K CBOel CIIMHe, TakK Kak 3HaJl, 4To OyneT masblie.

— 4 ckazain. OctaBe. MeHs. B moxkoe.

CepednHa HeHaBHea TOT GaKT, YTO KaKasi-TO YaCTh €ro JIMlla HarmoMuHama [[xemapeka. Oco6eHHO
9TH rosyOble ra3a. Y Tpex JI0HOBaHOB OMMHAKOBEIE TOIyObIe I'Ta3a, Kak OKeaH, HO y [IKepeKa OHU
HeMHOro TeMHee. CepedrHa BCIIOMHHUJIA 3Ty KPOIIEYHYIO HeTalb O HEM.

«OToiigu», — THX0 cka3an Keiic XoyIm, ¥ 0Ha KUBHYJIa, IIPeX/e YeM OTOMTH OT HUX OBOUX. Bce 610
OBl He 0YeHb XOPOIIIO, ecNy Obl HEIHEIIHee HacTpoeHne CepedrHb yXyALUINIOCh, 0COOEHHO U3-3a
ynpsMmcTBa Keucu.

Yro 6b1 HU ToBOpUia CepeduHa, OHU HE OCTABST €€ B ITIOKOE B ee HHIHEITHEM COCTOSTHUM.

«CepeduHa, TH 3Hajla, YTO 9TO MIPOU30UAET...» Kelc MomkITancs 3aTOBOPUTH C HEH, HO OHa
9HEPTUYHO 3aMOTaJla T'0JI0BOH, MPOIOJIKAas JepraTh ¥ HaKPy4YUBaTh HECKOJIBKO IPSOEH CBOUX PHIXKHUX
BOJIOC.

"4 3nato. 4 3Haw. 4 3HaW!" — KpUKHYyJa OHa B KoHIle. "Hy, nouemy?

"Unu ctoma." Ketic mopmorien 6uxke 1 IPOTSHYI pyKH, HO CepeduHa OTTONKHYJA €ro TPyb.

«He mopgxomu Ko MHe, HHA4Ye s COXTY TeOs 3axuBo!» CepedrHa 3aKpruyasna, OHa BEITJIAOENA TakK,
OynTo coma C yMa, a CyMacllefnas XXeHIHa Oblia OBl B Iy4IleM COCTOSTHUM, YeM OHa.

Tem He MeHee, Kelic He IpUCIyIIancs K ee IpeaylnpexXaeHUsIM U BMECTO 3TOTO 00HsA/Ia ee, HECMOTPS
Ha ee MOIBITKA 0CBOOOTUTHCS.

[TepenHsisg yacTh pybamku Keiica ropena u3-3a Temna, Kotropoe Brifessna Cepeduna, ob6xkuras ero
KOXKY B mmpotiecce. OH 3acToHas oT 6011, HO He OTITyCTHUII ee.

"Ketic!" Xoym Oblsta B y2Kace, KOT{la yBUOesa 3To, HO Kelic mpemympenuna ee, 9To0B OHa He
nogxonuiia 6muxe.



"Het! Ctoit TaM!" — cKa3an OH CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3yOHl. "HepT Bo3bMu! Cepeduna! ITpekpaTu!"

"OTIIYCTU MEH4A!" CepedrHa 3akpuyaina Bo Bce ropio. OHa HeHaBUfela 3T0 00JIe3HEHHOE YYBCTBO
1, 6oree TOro, He MOTJIa OTIYCTUThH €T0.

"Cepeduna, cToi!" Xoym 3aBu3Kasa, KOrma BOKPYT HUX IBOUX 3aKPYXKHUIOCh Tonyboe miams, U KpUK
Cepeduns! OB €UHCTBEHHBIM, YTO OHA MOTJIA CIIHIIIATE.

[InaMs SIPKO TOpeno, IoKa XOyIl He CMOTJIa MX pas3risafeTh. Ee oxBaTula MaHWKa, KOTOa OHA He
MOTJIa CTOSITh [la’ke B OBYX IlIaraX OT HETO.

Yro cnyuunock? Cepeduna coxria ux 3axuBo? OHa youna Keiica? YTo UMEHHO IIPOU30IIIIO?

Temno Xoyn gpozKajo OT CTPaxa, a Pa3yM 3aCThIT IIPX MBICIIA O CAMOM XY[IIEeM, YTO MOTJIO CITYYUThCS
C HUMH IByMS.

"Keticu! Cepeduna!" Xoyn 3aKkpudalia CHHEMY OTHIO, HO eQUHCTBEHHBIM OTBETOM OBIIIN KPUKHU
Cepedunsl. [To KpaiiHelt Mepe, OHa 3Haja, YTO BebMa Bce elre xkuBa. OfHaKO KakK HacueT Keiica?
«[IpekpaTuTe, MoXKanyucra...» Xoyl BCXJIUIIHYIA U ylana Ha 3eMJI0, KOTZla ee KOJIeHU TOAKOCHUIIUCS,
4yTOORI TTOAIEPKUBATH €€ TeJIO.

Kazanocs, mporiia enas BeUHOCTb, KoTrfa HakoHel] CepedrHa mepecrana KpudaTh, U CHHEE IIaMs
TI0Tacjio, OCTaBUB ellle OOUH KpaTep.

A 3atem Xoyn yBupnesna Ketica, KOTopklii Bce etle o6HuMan tenno Cepedunnl. OT HUX 000UX UCXOTUTT
Oemblii IBIM, a MX Ofiexka OklJla pa30pBaHa U MeCTaMM COXIKeHa, HO Tuxoe BopuaHue Kelica
COOOIIMIIO €M, YTO OH BCe ellle XKUB.

U Bot CepeduHa BhIJIaKana cBoe cepple B 00bsATusIX Kelica. 'opecTHBIE KPUKY IIPOH3UIH Cepflle
Hapgexnpl, Kak OyATO OHa YyBCTBOBaJia CBOIO 00JIb, ¥ 3TO 3aCTABJISANIO €€ IJIaKaTh O TOM, Yepe3 4YTo
IIPOXOJOUT BebMa.
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