YT0-TO OECIIOKOMIIO €€ B 3TOM YeJI0BEKEe, XOTS TOT He caoejiall HU4ero BOSMYTUTEJIbHOTO M TOT d)aKT,
YTO OHH TOJIBKO YTO BCTPETHUJIUCH BIIEPBEIE, BCE XKeE Jlalinak He MOTJia He HEePBHHUYATH IIPU OOJHOM
BOCIIOMHHAHHNH O €TI0 CTPaHHOM B3TJIdge.

E¥i He MOHPABUIICS 3TOT MyXK4YKMHA [10 KAKOW-TO HEU3BECTHOU [IPUYKHE.

— BrlI 3HaeTe, KTO 3TOT 4YeJIOBEK? — CHOBa CIpoCcHiia Jlanaak MOJIOAYIO CIyXKaHKy, II0TOMY YTO OHa
He OTBETHJIa Ha ee BOIIPOC paHbIIIe.

«MHe 04eHb XKajlb, MO KOpPOJieBa, HO s IIOHATUSA HE UMEIO 00 aToM yenoBeke. Ho...» OHa, Ka3anocs,
He pelllanaCh IIPOU3HECTHU CIIEAYyIoIre CJIOBa.

YBupes ato, Jlalinak nogoiiia 61uxKe U II0Bejla MOJIOAYIO CIy2KaHKY CeCThb C Hell Ha KpaCHUBHIN
KpaCHBIY KOBED.

"Kak Tebs 30ByT?" — MATKO cipocuia Jlalinak, cierka fgepxka ee 3a pyKy, 4TOOb YCIIOKOUTE, YTOORI
oHa He 60sJIach.

— A... Agna, Mos KOpPOJieBa, — HEMHOT'O 3alIHYyJIaCh IOHAA CITIY2KdHKa.

Jlaiiiak MOMOPIIUIACh, YCIBIIIaB Ha3BaHKe, KOTOpoe OHa nobaBuiia B KOHIIE ITPeNJioKeHus, HO OHa
HEe MOTJIa 3TUM 3aMOPAYUBATLCS, IIOTOMY YTO Y Hee OBIIIO YTO-TO 60Jlee CPOYHOE, YeM JKaJI0BaThCs Ha
KaKoe-TO IIOJaBJIsiollee Ha3BaHuUe.

— AsiHa, TOCMOTPH Ha MeHs. JIa#iak MOJI0KKIIa MTajell Moy Ioa00POa0K U IOTHSIIA JTUI0 ASTHEL.

AsitHa MTHOBeHUe Kojebanach, HO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB Cliefiajla TO, UYTO el CKa3alld.

«AsiHa, 4TO THI 3HaeIb 00 3TOM YejoBeke? KTo oH?» — CHOBa crpocuia Jlainak.

«39T0 nopy Beiin, oH TOpH U3 CEBEPHOTO PernoHa», — 04eHb TUXO 0TBeTHNa AsiHa. OgHako Jlaimak
yCIIBIIIAJIa KOe-4TO, YTO IIPUBJIEKIIO €6 BHUMAHUE.

— A on 9T0? OH TOXKe TUKAHTPOI?

«OH noBenuTeIb OTHEHHOT 0 OPaKOHa, MOs KOPOJIeBa», — OTBETHUJIA OHA.

"OrHeHHBIN OpaKoH?" Jlaiilak MoCMOTpesia Ha Hee, HaXMypuB OPOBH.

OrHeHHBIE IPAKOHEI XKUJIK B CEBEPHOM YaCTH 3TOTO I[apCTBa, HO OHU OBLIM CYIIIECTBAMHU, KOTOPHIE
IIOYTH He B3aMMOJIeCTBOBAJIM C OPYTUMH CyIlleCTBAMM, 0COOEHHO C JIMKaHaMHU.



HOCKOJ’IBKY B KJIATBE MEXKOY JIMKAHTPOIIaMU 1 060pOTH${MI/I-JIpaKOHaMI/I YIIOMKXHAJIOCH, 9TO
O60pOTHHM-HpaKOHaM He Pa3pelnajioCk IIPeBPallaThCsa B CBOU 3BEPUHEIE (boprI, oba CylieCTBa He
OBLIH B XOpoLuX OTHOLIEHUAX.

CyIecTBOBaJIO YETHIPE BUa 000POTHEH-IPAKOHOB, ¥ BCe OHU XKUJIU OTHEIBHO APYT OT OpyTa.
3eMHbIe IPAaKOHEI-000POTHY XKHUJTH B YEJIOBEUECKOM LIapPCTBE, OTHEHHEIE U BO[SHbIE IPaKOHHI-
000pPOTHH KUJIK B 9TOM LIAPCTBE, B TO BPeMs KaK HUKTO He 3HaJI, I7le HaXOAsATCS BO3AYIIHEIE
OPaKOHEI-000POTHH.

B nmocnemuui pa3 JIIoau BUOEIN UX, KOT'Jda OHU OaBaln 00eT, HO IoCJie 9TOI0 OHU HCYEe3JId, U C TeX
IIOp X MEeCTOHAXO0XOeHue CTaJio 3aragkomu. HeKOTOpHe JIIOOY TOBOPHUJIX, YTO OHU BBIMEPIJIH, IIOTOMY
4YTO MHOTrM€ N3 HUX He CMOTIJIN IIEPEXKUTH BOfIHy. A HEKOTOPEIE TOBOPHUIJIH, YTO KUBYT B IPYTrOM MHDE.

OpHakKo HUKTO He 3Hall HaBEpPHIKa. Takum 06pa30M, WX OJIIATEJIIBHOE OTCYTCTBHE CO3OalI0 TaﬁHy uXx
COOCTBEHHOT'0 CylIeCTBOBAHUS.

JT0 BCe, uTo Jlaiyak 3Hasa 0 JPaKOHaX-000POTHSIX.

Ho T0, 4TO 3m€CH IIPUCYTCTBYIOT ITIOBEJIUTEJIM OTHEHHBIX I[paKOHOB-OGOpOTHefI, O3Ha4aeT JIk 3TO, 4TO
IIOBEJINTEIIN BOOAHBIX HpaKOHOB-OﬁopOTHefI TaKXe GYJIYT IIPUCYTCTBOBATH Ha 9TOU HepeMOHI/II/I?

2Kanp, 4TO UM He [la/iu IEPEUTH B 3BEPUHYIO popMy, Jlaiinak ouyeHb XOTeI0Ch YBUAETh HACTOSIIIETO
IpaKOHA B €r0 BeTMYEeCTBEHHOM O0JIHKE.

— OH 4vacTo ObIBaeT 371eCh? — CHOBa CIpocuiia Jlanaxk.

— Her, most KoporneBa. AsiHa IToKavasa rojoBoi. «f He 3Hal0 ero, MoKa He y3Hajla UMeHa TOCTeH.
Muccuc Kupa Bejnena HaM 3allOMHUTb TOAPOOGHOCTH 000 BCEX BaXKHBIX TOCTSIX>.

"On." Jlaitnak ybpana pyKy ¢ momboponka AsiHB ¥ 3afyMaiach O HOBOM HalleHHOW WHPOpMaIlH.

OmHaKo 9TO He 0TBETHIIO Ha GeCIIOKOMCTBO, KOTOPOe OHA IOYYBCTBOBAJIA, BCTPETUBIIIUCH C
000pOTHEM IpPAKOHa.

Y Peiin ObITIH OB OEBYIIKH, KOTOPHIE IOMOTJIM €M HafgeTh 0esioe IjaThe M7 IePeMOHUU, KOTopast
IoyKHa Oblla COCTOSITCS Yepes [iBa daca.

OHU yKe TIOKOHYHUJIU C €€ BOJIOCAMH, OHU PEIINIM aKKYpPaTHO CBSI3aTh UX Ha MaKyIIKe B IIy4YOK, KaK
Obl IEMOHCTPUPYS €€ JEKOJIbTE, I'Tle MeTKa Topaka O6yeT BUgHA BCEM.



Korga Peiin IIOYYBCTBOBaAJIa cebst CMymeHHOfI, YTOORI IIPpOAEMOHCTPHUPOBATE CBOIO METKY, HaJlEB
OTKpOBeHHBIfI Hapsd, OHKU CKa3dJIk, 9YTO 3TO HeO6XOJII/IMO [JId TOTO, YTOOBI CIIapeHHas IIapa IIO0Ka3adjlad
CBOIO OTMETKY B 3TOM CJIy4dae, YTOOBI AJpyrue CynieCTtBa He CBA3BIBAJINCE C HUMU U HE UMEJIN HDen,
KOTOPEIX Y HUX HE NOJIZKHO OBITH.

Pelin He 3Hana, Kak OyaeT BHTIISOETh IaThe Xoym U Jlalinak, HO CBoe OHa o0una. [ToMmumo Toro,
YTO Ha €e BKYC OHO OBIJIO CITUIITKOM OTKPHLITHIM, €1 HpaBUJIOCh, KaK TKaHb UeanbHO obJierana ee
TeJo.

PefiH uyBCTBOBasa cebsi KpaCUBOM B 9TOM 0EJIOM IINTaThe U Tafiana, Kak oTpearupyeT Topak, Korga
YBUIUT €€ B 9TOM.

OpuH U3 CIyT IOMOT el HaJieTh CEepPhI'y, B TO BpeMs KaK OPYrou IoMoraj el 3aBsi3aTh IOsC 3a
CIIMHOMU, KOTAa OHU YCJIBIIIATIN HU3KUY HU3KUY TOJI0C OT JBEPH, 3aCTaBUBLINN UX ABOUX OTCTYIHUTh.
Onu cpenany 3TO, OMYCTUB T'OJIOBY.

— ITo3BoNbTE MHE TOMOYB BaM, — CKa3ajl Topak, Imaras yepe3 KOMHaTy. Ero rina3a OblIM TPUKOBAHE
K PEKPAaCHOMY OTPazKeHUIO ero mapkl B 3epKajie neper Hel. — Bl Bce MOXeTe YUTH, — CKa3all OH,
TIOTSIHYBIIMCH K PEMHIO PeiiH.

Topax Ovl OfleT B Tako¥ ke Oesblii 11BeT, Kak ¥ oHa. OHa IogyMasa, YTo MyK4yuHe ObI0 OBl CTPAHHO
HOCHUTH TAaKOU I[BET, HO KAKUM-TO 06pa3oM Topaky ymasoch C 3TUM CIIPABUTHLCS, ¥ 9TOT LIBET EMY
TOKE 0UeHb ITOIXOIIL.

Topak ogHaX OB CKa3asl, 4To OeJIkii IIBET OBIT I[BETOM KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMbU B 3TOM KOPOJIEBCTBE,
II03TOMY HUKOMY HE pa3pelasiock HOCUTh 3TOT LIBET BO BPeMs IIepeMOHUHU, KpoMe Hux. [10aToMy Ha
CETONHSIIHUY NeHb BO BCeM ropofe OyIeT BCero IIecTh YeJIoBEK, KOTOphle OyoyT HOCUTh Oeroe.

Pelin cMoTpesia Ha oTpaxeHue Topaka B 3epKaje, ee CynpyT BHITISAAEN XyOOIIaBblM M OIPSITHEIM, HO
caMo¥ BaXKHOM 4aCThi0, KOTOPYIO OHA He MOTJIa UTHOPUPOBATE, OBIJIO €T0 CUIBHOE IIPUCYTCTBHUE U €T0
NOMUHUPYIOIIAs aypa, OKpyxKaloias ero. OmHako st PeiiH 3T0 ObII0 yAOOHO M 3aIIUIIEHO.

«CrioBa KpacuBasi UM BeJIMKOJIeTTHAS HEe MOT'YT [laXKe omucaTh Tebsi ceruac, 1000Bb MOSI», —
npourenTtan Topak e Ha yX0 ¥ HAKJIOHUJICS, YTOOHI ITOIIEJI0BATh €€ B 3HAK.

Wckpa, BCIBIXHYBIIAS MEeXKIY HUMH, 3aCTaBUJIa €6 COOPOTHYThCS OT BOCTOPTa, OHA 3aCTEHYMUBO
yNBIOHYIaCk.

Topak BHITAIIXIT 0XkKepeibe ¢ 6ebIM OpUITHAaHTOM B Ka4eCTBe ITOIBECKH, ¥ OHO SIPKO CHSIJIO B
TIOCJIEIHUX JIy4Yax 3aXOfsIIero CoIHIa.

«3JTO TaK KpacuBo», — PeltH ¢ m1000BbI0 HabMomana, Kak Topak 3aCTeruBaeT 0kKepesbe Ha ee TOHKOH
mee.



— Ho He Takoii KpaCuBLIN, KaK Thl, — CKa3as Topak TUXUM I'0JI0OCOM ¥ MUJIO YIILIOHYJICS, YBUAEB, KAk
PeitH 3akycumna ry0y, 4ToObl He YIBIOHYThCS.

«JTa 11epeMoHud IIpeKpacHa, — CKa3aia PeiiH.

— TrI TOXKe X0Yelb TaKOU Xe [AJIs Hac? — CIpocul Topaxk.
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