"Yro THI X0uemb?" — cnpocuna Cepeduna. OHa CoBepIIeHHO 3a0bljla 0 TOM, YTO €€ Marus He
OEeUCTBYeT HU Ha OMHOTO J[|0HOBaHa.

YBumeTh JIxKepeka B ee KOMHATe ¥ IIPOBEPUTHL €€ COCTOSTHUE OBIIO MTOCTIEMHUM, YTO, KaK OHa
oyMaia, IPOU30UIeT CeTOnHS.

MEICTIE O TOM, YTO OH BCe elre 3a00THUTCS 0 Hel, corpesia X0JI0gHoe cepale BegbMbl. OgHaKO
Cepeduna cuenarna cebe BEITOBOP, YTOOH HE IMO3BOJIUTh CBOEH HANEXKAe 3alTH CIIUIIKOM HAJIeKO.

«$1 mymato, 94TO ceryac camoe MOAXOMsinee BpeMs Iyt TOro, YTOOK HOPMaJIbHO ITOTOBOPUTE», —
cKazaja [[KefpeK C JUIOM, IUIIEHHBIM KaKuX-11060 aMonuii. OH cesl Ha CTYJI BO3Jie OKHa, U3
KOTOPOTO OTKPHIBAJICS MTPEKPACHBIM BUM Ha 3aMHUM JBOP 3aMKa, Iie Yepes Jiec MpoTeKana
HeOoIbIIast peyka.

I>Xeopek KMBHYJI T'OJIOBOM Ha CUEHbe Iepe HUM, XKeCcToM npuriaiiras CepeduHy cecTs Tyaa,
TIOCKOJIBKY BeflbMa He coOupanach OTXONUTh HU Ha AIOUM OT TOTO MeCTa, e OHa ceidyac CTosna.

— Tw1 BXoOuIb B MOIO KOMHATY 0e3 pa3pelienus. CepedrHa pacCKpuTHKOBAJa €ro.

«JTOT 3aMOK ¥ BCe BHYTPU — MOE, BKJII0Yas 3Ty KOMHATy». [I>)KeApeK HaJluBaeT [iBa HallUTKa eMy U
Cepedune. — Camuch, ¥ MBI IIOTOBOPHUM.

— WTak, BH 3aKOHUYUIIN YTBEPKIOATE, HTO MEHA 30€Ch HeT? Cepe(bI/IHa B34JIa CTaKaH, HO HE CeJla Ha
CTYJI, Kyod YKa3aJl H}KGHPGK, d BCTaJla Y OKHA U IIPUCIIOHUJIACh CIIMHOU K CTEHE.

I>kegpek ObLI XOPOIII0 3HAKOM C TeMiepaMeHToM Cepedunbl. OHa BCe YCIIOKHSa, Korga Onlyia He B
HACTPOEHHUH,

— 4 He mpuTBOPSICS, YTO TeOs 3MECh HET, 51 MPOCTO UTHOPUPOBai Te0s. [IKeapekK MOIpaBuil ee, U
3T0 3acTaBuno CepeduHy NpeHeOPEKUTENTBHO YCMEXHYThCS.

— A He BHXKY PA3HUIIBI, — CKa3adJlda OHA PE3KUM TOHOM.

YV IIxxenpeka Ovtu cBou coobpaxkeHusi. [IoHadany oH He X0Tes BecTu ¢ CepeuHON HUKaKUX
PasroBOPOB, aXKe CBETCKYIO Oecely Bpofie IPUBETCTBUS, HO 3TO HUYYTh He YCIIOKaKUBaJo ero.

Bort nmoyeMmy, 30eChb OH 6]31]'[, OH XOTeJI MIPOACHUTEL BO3OYX MeXNYy HUMHU.

"O yeM THI XOUellb IIOTOBOPUTL?" 3TO GBI pUTOPUYECKHUI BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIM el He HYKHO OBLIO0
3amaBaTh, YTOOH HaWTH 0TBeT. OHa 3Hasa o0 ToM, 0 4YeM [[Keapek cobupasnach ee CIIPOCUTh, C TeX
10D, KaK OHa ITOKUHYJa 3TO LJaPCTBO.



CepeduHa Bcerga myMala O BOIIPOCe, KOTOPHIM 3afacT e [[’KefIpeKk B MOMEHT WX BCTPedH, HO OHa
BCE ellle He MOTJIa HalTH Ha Hero MPaBUIBHOTO OTBETA, JaXke CIyCTs TaKoe [J0JIr0e BPeMs.

— Tl 3Haelb, 0 4eM g cOOMPaCh CIPOCUTh, — MpayHo cKa3an [IxKefpeK, HeCMOTPS Ha JIETKYI0
YXMBUIKY B yTOJIKax Iyo.

Cepeduna cyxo paccMesiiack. — f He MOTY YMTATh TBOM MBICIH, KaK KumninaH, — HaCMEIIITUBO
CKa3aJjla OHa.

«OH HEKOTa HE CMOXKET IIPOYUTATh MOU MBICIIN», — YCMEXHYJICSA H}KenpeK. OH HHKOTTa He oyMall,
4YTO HAaCTYIIUT JEHb, KOIMd OH CHOBa CMOZKET IIOTOBOPHUTE C Cepe(l)HHOfI. OpnHako HEMOHUMaHHe
MeXNOy HUMU DPA3JIYyYHUJIO UX.

"U s1 HeT." CepeduHa yyBCTBOBasa ce0s TIymo, XOOUTh BOKPYT [Ia OKOJIO, KOTTla cerlyac
pasrosapuBaa C [JXKegpeKoM.

I>KeopeK KpenKo CTUCHYN 3yOHl, IIpexke 4eM Cyxo 3aroBopui. "I'me Tol Obla? [TlouyeMy ThHI TIOKUHYIIA
KOposeBcTBO? [ToueMy ThI OTKa3aac OT TOro, 4TO y Hac O6b110? [ToueMy T HU pa3y He IIpUIIia Ko
MHe? I'me cnyxu o Tebe u Keiice 6butu mpaBhou?" OH mepeducyui Bce BOIIPOCH B yMe, HO CaMbIM
BasKHHIM OBIT Bolpoc; — [ToueMy TH BepHYyJac?

[Tocneguuit Bonpoc npou3un Cepeduny npsiMo B cepaie. OHa 4YyBCTBOBajla HEHaBUCTh, KOTOpas
BBITEKaJsla U3 KaXaoro CJIOBa, CJIeTaBIIETO C ero ryo.

[Tocneguu Bompoc [xkempeka OB CPOMHH €T0 CJI0BAM, YTO OH HEe X04YeT BHUIETh ee CHOBA, W, KaK OBl
OHA HM OXKHMaJla, 3TH CJI0BA BCE PABHO IPUYUHUIU €H OO0JIb.

"Vx tH!" Cepeduna pe3ko mogHsia 6poBu. — MHOT0 BOIIPOCOB... — YCMEXHYIAaCh OHA.

«Y MeHSI 0OCTaTOYHO BpeMeHH, YTOOHI BEICTYIIIATh KaXKAYIO IeTallb Balllero oTBeTa». [IxKegpek
ycTpouscs noynobHee B IIONIEBOM Kpecyie, oxkuaasi, Korga CepedrHa HauHET TOBOPUThH, COJITaB eMY

Kyd4y...

OHM 3HaJIU APYTOro 0YeHb XOPOIIIO, BIJIOTE A0 TOTO, YTO MOIJIM CKa3aTh, KOTHA ONUH U3 HUX JTall.

9T0 OBINIO YTEIIUTEILHBIM (PAaKTOM B IIPOIIJIOM, HO HEe ceiyac, 3TO 3aCTaBJIsAIIO UX YYBCTBOBATE CeO0s
YSI3BUMBIMH U CJTUIITKOM OTKPHITHIMHU IJIs1 00JH, C KOTOPOM OHU CTONKHYTCS.

Cepeduna npoTsAHysa pyKy ¥ IIoKadaja IIyCcTo# cTakaH nepep [xeapekoM. «MoxkeT ObITh, €CIH 5
HEMHOTO HAIbIOCh, ST CMOTY OTBETUTH Ha BCE Ballld BOMPOCH». Eif He XBaTamo JPa3HUTh €ro0 BOT Tak.

Panbine [xKelpek YXMBIIAICS U OTOABAI €if OYTHIIKY, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT OH 6ecCTpacTHO HaJIUAT



HAIUTOK el B cTakaH. OH obOpaliajics ¢ Hel CIUIKOM odulinanbHo, Kak Cepeduna. Ilouemy s Tak u
He BepHyJac? Y MeHsI eCTh CBOSI IPUYUHA».

"ToBopuTe ceryac." JI;keapeK MoCcTaBuj OYTHIIKY ¥ BCTPETUIICS C HEU B3TJISAIOM.

CepeduHa MporioTuia XKUAKOCTb, ¥ €e BKYCOBBIE PEIeNTOPH II0YYBCTBOBAIM ropeys. «I'me s Oblna?
¢l ObIyTa B epeBHe HelaleKo 0T CeBEPHOI0 IIaPCTBa KOBEHA, B IePEBHE IO Ha3BaHUEM
TamHCTBeHHas peka». OHa CHOBA NPeAJIoXKujIa CBOM IIyCTOM CTaKaH, U [IKegpeK HallonHUIa ero. «M
Io4YeMy g IMIOKWHYJ KOPOJIeBCTBO? [I0TOMYy YTO y MEHS €CTh CBOSI IpUYMHA>.

«2TO HE OTBET».

«f] HUKOTIa He TOBOpHUJIa, YTO OTBEUY Ha BCe Ballld BOIIPOCH». — Bo3pa3uia Cepeduna. "Baime
BennuecTBo." — mobGaBuia OHa HaCMEIUIUBEIM TOHOM. «[ToueMy s yuina oT Te0s? Y MeHsS eCTh CBOS
npruunHa. [loueMy 51 HUKOra He BEPHYJICA? Y MeHS eCTh CBOS IPUYUHA».

— 3HaA4YUT, MHE He3a4eM CHUJIeTh 3[IeCh U HUYero oT Tebs He clyliaTh. [IKefpeK mJyMal, YTo OHa
COJIXKET.

Ixegpek yzxe cobupasics BCTaTh, KOT[Ia CHOBA yCIIBIIIaa roj1oc CepeduHsl.

"Tvl Iypak, eciu fyMaellb, 4To 51 Oblta ¢ KelicoM, OH MeHee IIpUBJIeKaTeIeH, YeM Thl", TUXO CKa3ala
Cepeduna. Ha MraoBeHue OHa 3aroBopuia C HUM Tak, KaK BCerfa fipasHuila ero JaBHEIM-IaBHO.
Torpma aTo OrUTO 3a0aBHO, HO He ceiyac, IOTOMY 4YTO BrIpaXkeHue nulla [[xKefpeKka IPakTUYECKU He
M3MEHUIIOCh.

— Ho Benp TH 0CTaBasoCh C HAUM BCE 3TH OECATUIETHS, BepHO? [[KeIpeK He 3aMeTHI, Kak y
CepeduHEb! TepexBaTUIO ObIXaHUe, KOTTIa OHa MPU3Hanach B 3TOM. — TakK II04eMy Thl BEPHYJICS
UMEHHO ceiuac?
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