"Yro Tr Xouemb?" Jlailak OTMaxHyJach OT capKaCTU4YeCKux cj10B CepeduHE! U Mepelia K TTaBHOU
npobieMe, KOTOpas IIpUBejia BEObMY CIOfa.

«Topak u Ipyrue BCero B MOJITHS O0TCIOfla, OHU NMpuOynyT Bedepom». CepedrHa B3APOTHYIA.

«4 3Hat0 9TO», cKa3asna Jlalinak, oHa 3Haja, YTO OHM MPHUAYT TaK XKe, Kak OHa 3Hana, uTo CepeduHa
yXke Oblnia B 9TOM mapcTee. «O6 3TOM s ToxKe ropopuia [xempeky. OH He BHTISIE B3BOJTHOBAHHEIM,
HO OH IIPUIET IIOIPUBETCTBOBATh UX».

Cepeduna Oonbliie He Bufesa [[xkeqpeka rocie yXK1Ha HECKOJIbKO JHel Ha3an. OH u3beran ee, Kak u
OHa. MoxeT OBITh, 3TO OBIJIO K JIyYIIEeMY.

OHa mymMmara, 4To et He OyzmeT 6onbHEe, YeM ceidac, HO OHa 3TO chenana. ToT gakT, 9yTo [IKefpek u
Jlaiinak ycTpousny OpayHyio LiepeMOHUI0, ObLT 4151 Hee OOJIBIINM YOapoM.

ITO, Ka3aJioCh, MOATBEPKIaI0 TOT GakT, uTo [IKempek O0bIne He MpUHAIexkKasl eid. YTo mpUIIio
BpeMs CepedrHe OTIYCTUTH €r0 HaBCerga.

Cepedune melCTBUTENBHO XO0TEI0Ch TPOMKO CMESIThCS BCSKUM pa3, KOTla 3Ta MBIC/Ib IPUXOOUTIa €U B
rosioBy. Koro oHa xoTesa 06ManyTh? OHa HEHaBHIe/a XEHIIUHY IIepef rila3aMHu.

"Kakas?" Jlaiilak HaXMypuiach, yBUaeB BpaxkaeOHOCTE B rna3ax Cepedunnl. OHa He TOBOpHUTIA
HUKaKMX ITIPOBOKAILIMOHHEIX CJIOB, TaK IIOYEMY K€ OHa Oblyla B SpOoCTU? «ThI MPHIIIa Clofla TOJIBKO OJIs
TOT'0, YTOOHI paccka3atb MHe 06 aTom? Hy, cnacu6o...» Jlaiinak He 3Hasa, YTO CKa3aTh B 9TOT
MOMEHT.

Onnako, korga CepeduHa nokadaa roJoBOY U CHOBa IIOCMOTpeJla Ha Hee, HEHaBUCTh B ee Ila3ax
ucyesna. «MI3BUHUTE, €Ny 51 TOTPEBOXKUIIA Ballle BaKHOe coOpaHue 110 II0BOAY Ballleil IlepeMOHNUY,
HO s TIPUIIIA CIOfa, YTOOR Y3HATh, KaK BHl IIPOABUTAETECH C Ballel CUION»."

«4 3Hal0, YTO 9TO CKYYHO, ¥ Balll pa3roBOp C Ballled mamMoi Obll 60jiee YBIeKaTeIbHEIM, HO MHe
HY2KHO YBHIETh, HACKOJIBKO BHl CHJIbHEI». CepedrHa YXMEUIBHYIACh B OTBET AHTeTy-XPaHUTEIIO C
OTBpaleHueM Ha nuie. «He nmomBenu [Ikeopeka, IOTOMY YTO ThI CIMIIKOM cj1aba, YTOOI CIIPABUTHCS
c co00m».

Cepeduna umesna B BULy UMEHHO 3TO, KOT{la CKa3aJjia, UTo He X04eT, 4To0n! JIaliak moTaluia 3a
coboit [I>xenpek, ecnu oHa OymeT CIuIIKOM ciaba, 4ToOwl cpaxkaThcsi. OHa caMa yObeT IeBYIIKY, €CTU
9TO NIPOU30UAET.

Jlaiinak HaxMypuiack. OHa Obljla He B HACTPOEHUH APaThCs, HO MMOKA3hIBaTh CBOIO CUJTY, OHa Oblna B
TOPSIOKE.

AHTeJI-XpaHI/ITeHb MaxHyJIa pYKOﬁ Ha CTOJI, ® B MTHOBEHHE OKa €I'0 IIOBEPXHOCTh ITOKPHLJIACh



KPaCHBIMU PO3aMHU.

C mopyrou ctopostl, y CepedurHBI 0TBHCIIA YeniOCcTh. OHa He 3Hajla, CMeSThCA el WM IjakaTh. U TeM
JKe KecToM, 4To ¥ CHpeHb, OHa 3aXKrjia ronyboi oroHb, KOTOPHIHM CXKeT BCe I[BETH Ha CTOJIE,
IIPEBPATUB €T0 B TEMHBIE YTJIH.

K cuactsio, Jlaiiimak BoBpeMs ybpasa PyKH OT CTOJIa, IPEXKe YeM IIJIaMs YCIIEN0 IU3HYTh €€ ajlbLbL.

"Cepeduna!" Jlaiimak BCKOYMIa U CEPAXUTO IIOCMOTpeJia Ha BeIbMYy, CUAEBIIYIO HAIIPOTHUB TOPSIIETO
CTONa.

JlerkuM [BUKEHUEM Iajblla OTOHL norac. CepeduHa MOAHSIA HOTY U IIHYJIa €ro, CTOJ PYXHYII,
IIPEBPATUBIIUCH B TPSI3b U IBIITb.

«Tpl X04elb MeHs1 yOUTh?!» - B3peBena Jlainak. O6 uX OTHOIIEHUSIX HETb3s1 OBITI0 TOBOPUTH B
XOpOIlleM CMEICIIe, HO OHA He gyMaia, uTo CepedurHa IPpUMEHUT K Hell Hacunue. «Thl JoJIKHa Oblna
IpenynpenuTh MEHs, Ipexae 4eM coenaTh 3To!»

«THI myMaellb, TBOM Bpar mpemgynpenuT Te0s, mpexae yeM youts? [lymMaels, ObsSBOE OyOyT XKOaTh
Tebs?» CepeduHa MOIIIa Bllepel, HACTYIHUB Ha I'Psi3b, KOTOPAsk KOTHa-TO Oblia OOJIBIINM CTOJIOM. —
WUnu TBOU LBETH 3aIUTAT TeOA?

CI/IpeHB He IIoLIeBeJInIIaCh U HE CHOeJiajia IIal Ha3d[, OHa CTOsJIa Ha MeCTe U ITOAIIyCKaJla K cebe
Cepe(bI/IHy. WX B3rnsgel BCTPETHUIINCE, U OBIJI0O MHOTO CJIO2KHBIX SMOITUH, KOTOPEIE€ OHU DaA3OEeIInIIN,
6OJ'H:I.HG, 4YeM OHHU MOI'JIN BBEIPA3UTh.

«4l mymarna, 4To TO, 4TO Te0s BhipacTuiia 6oruHs JIyHb, TOMOXKeET Tebe CTaTh CUIIbHEE», —
ycMmexHymnach Cepeduna. — Ho Bce, UTO TH MOXKeIlb CAeNaTh, 9TO PACIYCTUTD IIBETHI? OHA
HaCMEIIINBO paccMesiyiach. — f Obljla CIUIIKOM BHICOKOTO MHEHUS O Tebe.

CupeHs cy3usa I'fla3a ¥ CTHCHYa 3yOrl, Korga CepeduHa momymaa, YTO BO3PA3UT, aHTeNI-XPaHUTEb
YNBIOHYJICST €, YTO IIPUBEJIO €€ B 3aMeIlaTelbCTBO.

Opuako, mpexpe ueM CepeduHa cMorya MOHATh ee YIBIOKY, OHA YCIbIIIana, Kak YTO-TO CKOJIb3HYIIO0
110 TIOJTY, ¥ CXKaJjla HOTH.

B cnepymoiyto CeKyHOy BeAbMy IIBBIPHYJIO Yepe3 BCI0 KOMHATY, II0Ka ee TeJI0 He yIapUIoCh O
TBEPYIO CTeHY. 3BYK OB OUeHb TPOMKHUM, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, uTo CepeduHa ciomMasna HeCKOJIbKO
KOCTEHN.

Ilaxe ero 3BYK OBIJT CHIBIIIIEH M3-3a OBEPHU. I'onoc KI/IpH IIyTeleCTBOBAJl II0 KOMHATE, KOIr'la OHa
CTy4aJlla KyJIdKOM II0 OBEPH.



"Bce B nopsigke BHyTpu?!" Kupa He ocMenusach BIOMUTHCS, HO TPOMKUU TPECK, KOTOPHIM OHA
yCTIBIIIATa paHee, 3aCTaBUl ee 3a0eCIIOKOUTHCS.

Jlaiinak yxke coOupanach OTBETUTh Ha 3TO, KOT[la IIOYYBCTBOBaJIa, YTO KTO-TO COABUII €€ Iel0 C3afu U
IIPUCTABUI OCTPYIO CTOPOHY HOXKa K TOPIy.

«YpoK HOMEp OfuH, He ocabsi 6OuTeNbHOCTE», — THXO0 CKa3aja CepedrHa Bo3se yxa Jlainak.

"Kaxk...?" CupeHb onemun ToT pakT, uTo CepeduHa Oblna mo3agu Hee. OHa B3TJIAHYA HA TEJO Ha
TI0JTy, KOTOPOe BCe ellle Kopuuiochk oT 6omu. «Ho BoT...» OHa yKa3asna Ha Tesio CepeduHbl, HO B
CIefyIoIIy0 CEeKYHIY OHO UCYe3j10. — Marus... — yCMeXHYJach OHa.

«Jla, marusi. OHU He Ha30BYT Te0s BeObMOI, eCcliu ¥ MeHs He OynmeT maruu», — CepeduHa
IpaMaTU4HO 3aKaTuja rjasa, YCJbIIaB 3asBieHue Jlainak.

C mpyro¥ CTOPOHBI, Te CIYT'Y U OXpaHa, KOTOpkle ObIIM CHAPYXKH, elrle 60bllle 3a0eCIIOKOUITUCS,
Korpa Jlaliyak He OTBeTH/Ia Ha UX 30B, I03TOMY OHM OTKPHIIU ABEPD U 00HAPYKUIH, YTO Jlalinak
nepxut CepedrHa C KUHXKAIOM Ha IIIee.

3penuiile IPUBEJIO UX B GEIIEHCTBO, KOTTA TPOE OXPaHHUKOB HEMEMJIEHHO TePEeMECTHUIIUCh Ha CBOUX
3Bepell 1 OPOCUIHUCE BIIepes, HO IIpexkfe YeM OHU CMOTJIM BOUTH B KOMHaTy, CepeduHa co3mana
OappuKaay U3 CHHETro IJlaMeHH, KoTopas yoepzKuBasa Ux.

«[To3oBuTe Koposs! BegbMa xoueT yOuTh KOPOneBy!» — KpukHya Kupa.

‘{epe3 OECATb MUHYT TUXO0€ YTPO IIPEBPATHUIIOCH B Xa0C IIOCJIE€ TOr'0, KaK OHK OCTAalIuCh BOBOEM B
KOMHaTe.

"Tr1 npeyBenuyuBaelns!" Jlaiiak CepAUTO IOCMOTpela Ha BeIbMy I103aU Hee.
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