— Hert, — Jlaiinak cpa3y oTBepria ero uneio. — Y Te0s HeT HU4ero Apyroro, KpoMe Kak youBaTh
JII0fIer? OHa CKpecTusia PyKH.

«MBI cpaXxaeMcs C ObSIBOJIOM, U BOT OHU IIPUXOASAT K HaM B IBEPb, UTO ellle Thl X04ellb COeaTh?
[Tpurnacuts ee Ha yKuH?» [[KefpeK yIIea B CBOI0 KOMHATY, a JIailylak 1mocefosasa 3a HUM, aHTe]l-
XpaHUTeNb COBCeM He ObLII TOBOJIEH 3asiBIEHUEM KOPOJIS.

— M&I MOKEeM pPacIpoCUTh ee, — MOCIENIHO cKa3aja Jlaitnak. Ei mpuinoch 6ekaTh HAOJIOBUHY
TOJIBKO [IJII TOT'0, UTOOHI HE OTCTaBaTh OT [KeapekKa.

«He Hamo crpamuBaTh, OHM HUYETO HE CKaXKYyT, TaK 4epT paboTtaeT». [IkKempek He cOaBUI CKOPOCTH
1 103BOJNKT JIaliiak qOTHATH ce0s1, aHTeNI-XpPaHUTe b TSIXKeJI0 OBIIIAM, a 3BYK WX IIar0B 9XOM
Pa3HOCHIICS TI0 KOPUIOPY.

"OHa He ObSIBOJI, OHA YEJIOBEK.

«H, KaK TH ¥ CKa3aJa, B HEH eCTh YTO-TO 3710e», — [IxKeapeK OBl HEeIPEKJIOHHEH B CBOEM PeIleHUH.

OmHaKo, IpexXe YeM OH YCIIeJ OTKPHITh BEPh B CBOM KaOWHET, TOe ero Xmanu JIMpyc u gpyrue
reHepaUtsl, Jlaiak YCKOPHIIA IIar ¥ yIepsiach JTagoHsSIMH B Tpynb [IXempeka, YTOOR OCTAaHOBHUTSH €TO.

— Her, g Bce elie pa3roBapuBaio ¢ To00H. Jlaiyiak MPUIIIOCH BHITSHYTH I1€10, YTOOLI IOCMOTPETH B
rna3a [[>KeapeKy B TaKOM HeNoCpPeaCTBeHHOM 6/1130CTH. OH OBbLI TaKUM BEICOKUM.

«Ecnu BEI BCe ellle IPOCUTE 0 BCTPede C YeJI0BeYeCKUM PeOEHKOM, MBI 3aKOHYMIIH PA3TOBOP».
[IKenpeK 0CTaHOBUIICS U TOCMOTpeN Ha Jlaitnak. Ha camoMm fene, OH MOT JIeETKO OTTOJIKHYTh €€, HO
Ha 9TOT pa3 OH XKfaJjl ee peakIuu.

«HeT, 51 moroBopio ¢ Her. ECTh HECKOIBKO BOIIPOCOB, KOTOPHIE S X04Uy 3afaTh». Jlainak Oblia
HeTIpeKJIOHHa. FIMeHHO OHa mpuBejia Teppy B 3TOT 3aMOK U IIOMECTHJIa B TEMHUITY, HO KTO OBl MOT
ofymMaTh, YTO Teo MpuKa3aj KOMy-TO HeMe[JIeHHO coo0muTh 06 aToM [IKeopeKky u Tenepb Kopomnb
3alpeTHUIl €1 BCTPeYaThCs C OJEeBYIIKOM.

"Unu xkKe?" — XeCTKO crpocu [IKeapek CBOero HEMOKOPHOro apyra. — YUnu 4to? Te CHOBa
IIepeBepHeIlb 3TO MECTO BBEPX JHOM?

TpOHHBII 3aJI, KOTOPHIHA ceromHs yTpoM Jlaiinak mpeBpaTuia B 60JI0TO, BCE ele HaXOmUJICs B
IIPOIIeCCe PEMOHTA, OTOMY 4To [IKepeK He MCIIOHUII ee XKeJlaHKWe OTIPABUTLCS B TOPOT B
OOUHOYKY, TI09TOMY KOPOJIb IIPEIOJIOKHUI, UTO ero CyIpyra X04eT CO3MaTh ele OOHO 60I0TO B
OJIHOM K3 €0 JBOPOB.

"Het, koHe4HO HeT." Jlainak u3berama cMOTPeTh [IKeApeKy B rla3a U CMyIIeHHO GopMoTana.



"Cnyma." [IKempeK YIUUIIHYII ee 3a T0J00PONOK U HAaKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY, YTOOBI BCTPETUTHLCS C HUM
B3IJISIIOM, KOTIa OH TOBOPHUJI. «$1 KOPOJIb, TAK UTO IPEKPATH CIIOPUTH CO MHOM, 0COOEHHO Iepen
MOUM IIOOOAHHBIMY.

Jla#inak cMaxXHyJa ero PyKy CO CBOEro mom0opoaKa U YCTaBUIach Ha Hero. «M s TBOsS KOpOJieBa, Tak
YTO MepecTaHb 00palaThCs CO MHOM TaK, KaK OyATO 5 OflHA U3 TBOMX MOANAHHBIX». Jlaimak
pacmpaBuiia 1ie4yu, YTOOk BHITIISAETh YBePEeHHEee. « MBI TOTOBOPUIIUCH 00 9THUX OTHOIIEHHUSX,
II03TOMY, KaK Balll paBHBIN, 51 TOXKE X04Uy UMETh ITPABO I'ojioca B TaKUX BOMPOCAX. ECIK BH XOTHUTE,
4yTOOBI 9TO cpaboTaso, BH HE MOXKETe 0XKUAATh, YTO 51 OyAy CIyLIaTh BCe Ballld CJIOBA, ITOKA BEI
UTHOPUPYETe MOH, 3TO He TakK paboTaeT».

Jlaiinmak ObIzia MMOJTHA PEIIMMOCTH YIafUTh OTHOIIEHUS MeXIy HUMHU. [[;KeapeK IMPUIIIOCh IIepecTaTh
BeCTH ce0s TaK, CJIOBHO €€ CJI0oBa OBIJIM HEeIOCTATOYHO IOCTOMHEI TOTO, YTOOB! UX YCIIBIIIAIH.

— Toi Xouels, YTOOBI I OTHOCUJICS K Te0e KaK K paBHOMY? — CIPOCHI [IKepeK MMocjie MUHYTHOTO
MOJTYaHUS.

Jlaiimak MOpPrHYyJa, oHa Obljla Haueky, oxkugasi, 4To [kenpek codupaeTcs cka3aTh. "[Ia."

— Iloiimem co MHOI, — cKa3ai [[KegpekK, CIOBHO BOpYa, U OTKPHLI ABEPD, Beds Jlannak ¢ BOU
KaOuWHeT.

TeM BpeMeHeM aHTell-XpaHUTE b ObLT 3aCTUTHYT BPACIITIOX BHE3AITHEIMY OBUKEHUSIMHU [[KeIpex u,
CTIOTHIKASICh, IBUHYICS Brepen. K cuacTrio, xBaTka [IKefpeka Oblyla HOCTATOYHO KPEMKOM, YTOOH!
Jlaiinak He OIO30PUIIACE.

Kak To/nbKO OHM OKa3aJiuCh BHYTPH, IATh AP I'J1a3 € JII0O0MBITCTBOM YCTABUINCH HA HUX, 0COOEHHO
Ha Jla#maxk.

— Ecnu xouems ObITH CO MHOM PaBHEIM, IPOsIBU cebs1, — cKa3as [IxKeopek 04eHb TUXUM T'OJI0COM,
KOTOPBIY MOTJIA CJIBIIIATh TOIBKO Jlaiyiak, a 3aTeM OTIIYyCTUJIa €e PYKY U IIOJOIION K CBOEMY
TUTIOIIEBOMY KPECy 3a CBOUM IIPUUYAJIMBEIM CTOJIOM, OCTaBUB JlalinaK OgHY, CTOSAIIYIO ¥ BXOZIOM B
IBEpH, KOTOpPas OTKPHIIACh.

HaxomuThbCs oI IPUCTAIbHBIM B3TISIIOM JIMKQHTPOIIOB BLICOKOTO paHTa OBIJI0O COBCEM HE MPHUSTHO, U
npsiMo cedac CUpeHb UCHBITHIBAIA 3TO.

B KoMHaTe Bollapuiiach rpo6oBasi THIIKMHA, Koraa [xkenpek cen Ha cTys. OgHAKO HUKTO, Ka3alocCh,
He MOT 0TOpBaTh ria3 oT Jlaunak. OHU OHATUS HE UMEJIU, I0YeMy OHa 3[€eCh.

Ixenpek octaBui Jlaiiyak mpssMo Ha ITOPOre C OTKPHITOX OBEPhI0, TaK YTO OHA MOTJIa BEIOpaTh: 1160
OHa YHU[eT U 3aKpOeT [Bepb CHAPYXKH, MO0 BOUIET B KOMHATY U JOKAXKET, UTO OCTONHA OBITh
PaBHOU eMy.



9To OBIIO TTOCTaHKe KOPoJis, U JIaiiak MpeKpacHo 3Haa 06 3ToM.

['ny6oko B3m0XHYB, Jlaiiiak MoBepHYIach, 3aKphljia IBEPD U BOIJIa B KOMHATY C BEICOKO ITOTHSITOM
T'0JIOBO#, HO OHA Haflesyiach, YTO HUKTO HE YCIIBIINT, KakK ObeTCs ee cepAlle Tak ORICTPO, Kak
JKeNyHooK CBeJio 0T JuCKoM$popTa 13-3a HEPBO3HOCTH.

XoTh Jlaunak ¥ He BUAela 9TOT0, HO OHAa MOTJia YyBCTBOBATh 9TH IJla3a, CIEOUBIINE 3a KaXabIM
IBUKEHNEM aHTeJIa-XpaHUTeIs, [I0Ka OHa He JOCTHUTIa MecTa [[KeopeKa U He o0HapyXkKuJja, YTo TaM
HeT JIUIITHETO CTYJIa.

Jlainak yctaBuiach Ha [I2Kefipeka U yBUeJIa, KaK YTOJIKU I'yh KOPOJIs ClIeTKa IPUITOTHSITUCE,
TOPKECTBYIOIE YXMBIISASICh.

OpnHako H}KenpeK HeOoOLEeHUII CBOIO ITapy, €CIIx II0gyMaJl, 9YTO 3TO MOXKET 3dCTaBUTh YIIPSAMOT O
dHTeJIa-XpaHUTeJId OTCTYIINTD, U II02KaJIeJl ce0s.

C To# Ke yXMBUIKOM Ha Ty6ax Jlailak IOBepHYIach 1 Oriisifena KoMHaTy. K coxaneHuio, 3mech He
Ob110 CBOOOMHBIX MECT, KakK OyATO 9Ta BCTpeda IpefHa3Havanach TONbKO A7 [[KeapeKa U MAITH ero
IOBEPEHHBIX JIUII.

«YTo TH 37ecCh Oefaenb? ITa BCTpeya He TpebyeT TBOEro MPUCYTCTBUS». Teo HaXMYPHUIICS, TTIIAsI Ha
Jlalnaxk.

U 970 OBIITO BpeMs, Korma Jlaimak pemsa, YTo 9TOT TeHepaJ JOXKeH HayYUThCs YBaXkKaThb ee Kak
CBOIO OyIyIIyi0 KOPOJIEBY.

— Trl, — kuBHyna Jlaunak Ha Teo. — [IpuHecu MHE CBOU CTYIL.
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