«Topak ¢ Cepedunoii, uToOsI HaliTu Kelica B ceBepHOM mabatie», — oTBeTus Jlupyc. OH xoTen
IOATBEPOUTH CBOE 3asgBJIE€HUE, HO, IPOCTO B3TJITHYB Ha BhlpaXkKeHUe nulla [IxKeapeka, IOHI, 9YTO
3T0T KOponb He X04eT 0TBeYaTh Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC.

OmHaKo 3TO MOTJIO MIPO3ByYaTh CTPAHHO, HO MOoT4aHue [IKeapeKa IMOATBEPAUIIO TO, U4TO Jlaipyc
curTan abCOJIIOTHO HEBO3MOXKHEBIM.

Tem BpeMeHeM [IKeipeK HUUEM He 3aMHTEPEeCOBaJICs, KOTTIa YCIIBIIIAT ee UMH...

Cepeduna...

BenbMma...

Kak maBHO [I>Kegpek B IIOCJIEMHUM Pa3 CHIbIIIaja, KaK KTO-TO YIIOMUHAM ee UMS? JTO OB TOMIBI?
Cronetus?

Bce BocmmoMuHaHUS XJIBIHYIHM 06PATHO B €70 Pa3yM, ¥ TpeGoBaIoCh HEUTO OOJIbIlIee, YeM CHUIIbHAS
BOJIsI, UTOOBI COEPKATh UX, yAEPKaTh Ha MECTe, YTo OBIIO THe-TO B TITyOuHE ero Co3HaHus. TeMHoe
MECTO, TIe OH IOKJISJICS, YTO HUKOTa 00sIbIlle He IPUKOCHETCS K HEMY.

TeMm He MeHee, OH OB 3[IeCh, JepKach 3a CBOM mocnemHud dacaj, 4ToOk Ka3aThCst 6€33a00THBIM
IIPY YIIOMUHAHUY €€ UMEHHU.

CepeduHa...

Ee uMsi CHOBa 9XOM OTO3BaJIOCh B TOJIoBe [[3KenpekKa, Korja oH 6e3 9HTy3ua3Ma CiyIlall
nHbOopMaImio, KOTOPyo JIUPYC MEITANCS eMy COOOIIUTS.

JIvIIb OJHO COTPSICAJIO BCE €ro CYIIecTBO, a UMEHHO TO, YTO OH CHOBA BCTPETHUTCS C HEH.

«...Ha maHHHIH MOMeHT Anbda Topak u ero 100U HAXOOSATCS B CEBEePHOM Imadalrie, HO MOCIeTHSS
nH(bOpPMaIKs, KOTopas ¥ MeHs Obljla, 9TO TO, YTO OHM IEPECEKIIM MOpe K CBSIIEHHOMY MECTY,
KOTOPO€e HaXOAUTCS Ha APYTOM OCTPOBe». Jlapyc 3aKOHYMII CBOM [IMHHBIM MOHOJIOT ¥ Ha0IIoman 3a
BhHIpaxkKeHueM nuila [IxKeopeka.

Y 370 OB IEPBHINA pas, Korpaa [IXeapek BHTIIAAeNa TakK...

— Baime BenuuecTBo, BH B MOPsigKe? — cripocun JIupyc ¢ 6ecrioKoiCcTBOM B rojioce. "BaM 4To-TO
HykHO0?" Beta nogoien K [I;kegpeKy, HO OOUH ero B3TJsAh ocTaHoBuUI Jlanpyca.

— Ila, — KOpPOTKO oTBeTHa [I:Kempex.



"TloxkanyucTa, 4TO 9TO Ballla MUIOCTh?" Jlaiipyc HaxMypusl OPOBH, OH OB B PaCTEPSIHHOCTH, KOTa
yBUET SABHYIO 007b Ha nuile [Kempeka.

— {1 xo4y, 4TOOHI THI yIIIes, — cKa3as [[xKeapeK CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3yOHL.

K coxamnenuto, Jlaiipyc He yJIOBUJI HACTOMYMBOCTH B C/lI0Bax [I;KeopekKa, Koraa TOT He cpa3y chaenan
TO, YTO CKa3asa [Xeapek.

"OCTAB!" [Ixxenpek B3peBeJI, ¥ 9TO BepHYJIO Jlaiipyca B 4yBCTBO, OH KMBHYJI [OJIOBOY U CPa3y ke
BBIILIEeJI U3 KOMHATEL, OCTaBUB pa3bApeHHOro Koposs B MOKoe.

I>KeopeK CXBaTHUJI CBOM XPYCTaJIbHBIM CTaKaH ¥ pa3buiia ero Ha KyCKu. 5Ok OT OCTPOTO OCKOJIKA,
IIPOH3UBIIIETO €T0 JIaI0Hb, IIOMOTJIa €My OCTaThCS B 3TPaBOM yMe.

OH 3Han, yTo CepedrHa IPHUAET BMECTe C IBYMS ero 6paThsIMK ¥ UX aHTellaMu-XpaHuTensMu. OH
MOT TIPOYMUTATh, UTO 3aAyMaJia 3Ta BegbMa. [Ipomnasna 6e3 BeCTH Ha BeKa TOIBKO [IJISI TOTO, YTOORI
BEPHYTLCS, YTOOHI CIIJIOTUTH UX MAJIST HOBOW BOMHEI C JbSBOJIAMHU.

— Yro TH menaemuts... Cepeduna? Ee uMs copBanocs ¢ ero ry6, u oH elre G0JIbIe Kakaal ee
TIPUCYTCTBUS.

I>KeopeK 4yBCTBOBaJI, UYTO €My HYXK€H HaAIlUTOK, KOTOPHEIY JaBan eMy MaKCHMyC, HAIUTOK, KOTOPHII
OH He TN yKe JaBHO, YTOOH 3arTyIIuTh TYIYI0 00J1b, OT KOTOPOM, Ka3ajioCh, TaK TPYOHO
n30aBUTHCS, KaK ObI OH HU CTapa’cCs.

Korpga [Ixkefmpek 60poJiCsi CO CBOMMH YyBCTBAMMU, OH YCIIbIIIAJ, KAK KTO-TO OTKPHIT ABEPD.

"KATHUCB!" On 3apesBen ellle SpOCTHEE, YEM PaHbIIIE.

OpHako OHa He 3aMe[jIuia Iara ¥ gaxe He B3[IPOTHYJa, KOTroa Ha Hee KpHAYalli.

I>Xenpek MOHS, KTO 9TO, ellle 0 TOTO, KaK IOJgHsJIa TOJIOBY, YTOOH YBUAETH ee QUTYDPY, TOCKOJIBKY
€e CUJIbHBIY 3allaX, XOTs eMy U He XOTeJIOCh B 3TOM IIPU3HABaThCsl, HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUJI €T0 HEPBHI.

"Uto THI X04Yemb?" — cupocuil [IxKegpeK CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3YOHL.

— Tebe 601bHO, — THXO0 cKa3ana Jlainak. OHa 0OCTaHOBMIIACH MPSIMO mepeq [IKeapeKoM, Tak 4To
Teleph MeXKAy HUMU ObLIT TOJBKO CTOJI.

Ixempek ycMmexHyscs. OH MOTHSI PYKY, KOTOPOUM pa3gaBuUI CTEKIIO, HO TIy0oKas paHa 3aXkKuia,
OCTaBUB JIWIITh HEMHOT'0 KPOBHU HA JIANOHH.



Jlamak rpyCcTHO ImocMoTpena Ha Hero. "He Tam." M oHa yKa3aia masnblieM Ha I'pyab [ Keapeka.
n n
Tam.

[Ke[peK BLENUICI B Kpall CBOEr0 AEePEeBIHHOI0 CTOJIa, II0Ka TOT He TPECHYJI II0f eTr0 CUIbHOU
XBaTKOM, HO 3TO He OTIyTHYJO Jlainak. "Youpaiics, Korga s BCe ellle XOpOIlIo K Tebe OTHOIIYCh".

OpHako aHTeJN-XpaHUTEeNb He BHSJI ero npepynpexaenuio. OHa BHITIsAIeNa TOPKON U YOUTOM TOPEM.

— Xouelb YCTIBIIIaTh MOM COBET? — clipocuiia Jlaimak 6eClBEeTHEIM T'0JI0COM, HO He CTasa XOaTh
cornacus [Ienpeka Ha npopomxkenue. «He cauimkoM yriay0nsics B 3Ty 60JIb, IOTOMY UTO B
OynyiieM T IOYYBCTBYELIb ellle 0obIie 60>,

— MHe HYXKHO, 4TOOHI THI yIIlIa, — CKa3as [IKefipeK TeM ke 0eCIBETHHIM TOHOM, 4To U Jlaiinak. O
BBIIIPSIMUIT CITUHY U ITOCMOTPEN Ha CBOIO ITapy CBOMMU TEMHBIMHU T'Ta3aMH.

«B03MOKHO, 1 HE HpaBIIOCh TeOe TaK CUIIbHO, HO MHI CBSI3aHBI 9TOM POJICTBEHHOM my1ioH, u CeneHa
He CIIylIaeT HalKx Kajno0. Tak moyeMy Obl HaM He IOJIaJUTh U He BRIUTPATh 3Ty AYPaIKYIO BOMHY,
BBITIOJTHUB HaIlld COOTBETCTBYIOIINE 00s13aTeNIbCTBa?» ponu?» Jlaiiak 4yBCTBOBala, KaK ee Cepple
CUIIBHO KONOTUTCA B rpynu. OHa IbITajlach Ka3aThCs CUILHOM, HO He Obl/la YBEpeHa, KaK OHa
BRITJISIIUT cerdac.

— 4 ckazai, yxonu. [IKegpeK KPemnkKo CxKaJjl YeJII0CTH.

Ho, kak ¥ paHblIle WIK 32 HECKOIBKO JHEU [0 3TOT0, aHTeJI-XpPaHUTEb He CITyLIall, YTO OH T'OBOPHUIL
«ITapa unmu HET, HO MBI He coOupaeMcCs IIPOBOAUTH HAIIY KU3Hb BMECTE».

Mexpny HUMU BOIIAPWIach TUIIWHA, U [[KeIpeK CTajl HeTepIeNuB, MoToMy 4To Jlaiak He cTaja
00BACHSITE, UTO OHA CKa3ajia faJibllle.

"YTO TH UMeeLIb B BULY?"

«THI y2Ke TOYHO 3HAeIllb, YTO [JIsI T06eIbl B 9TOM OMTBE ThHI OIKEH IT0XKEePTBOBATh AHTe/TaMu-
Xpauutensmu». Korga Jlaiinak yBumena, uTo [Ixkeapek coGMpaeTcs 3arOBOPUThH, OHa OIepeausa ero.

«AHTeJ-XpaHUTEJIb BEIMED BO BPEMS [I€PBOM BOMHBEI, II09TOMY BO BTOPOM BOMHE IIPOU30UAET TO XKe
camoe».

CepeduHa mocMOTpesia Ha 3Be3qHOe He6Oo, YCTaBUBIIMCH Ha JIYHY C IJIOTHO CXKATHIMU I'y6aMu, HO ee
cepple B3BEUIO K 6OTHHE HAaBEPXY.



«Het. OHM yMepnH, TOTOMY YTO ITepel BOMHOM Y HUX UCTOIIMIACh 9HEPTUSI». [[2KeOpeK OTBEPT 3Ty
Unero.

«Hcropus noBTOpsieTcs. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, MBIl BTPOEM Y2Ke [OJIKHEI ObLIH OBl yMepeTh, ecliu Ovl He
BTOPOM IIIaHC, KOTOPHIM HaM fanu». Jlaiyiak MpuUKycuia ry0y, Koraa medanabHOo TOCMOTpPesa Ha
II>xxenpeka.

«BBIIOTHUM HaIlly POJIb».

Ecnu 3T0 momKkHO OBIII0 3aKOHYUTHCS TPArnyeCcKy, OHA Hafessiach, YTO BCST 9Ta 00JIh OTHAXKIbI
yHUper.

ITO TOXKe NPOUTIET, [a?
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