CupeHb MSTKO IIPU3EMIIMIIACh Ha 3eMITI0, TI0 IPYTYI0 CTOPOHY BOPOT, Korma ee 6ocasi HOra KOCHYJach
3eMJI¥, OHA [TOYYBCTBOBAJIa TPOXOT O[] HEM, KaK OYATO KaKOe-TO CYIIEeCTBO IBITAIOCh TOMHSITLCS U
TOTHSATHCS U3-TI0]] 3EMJIH.

Jlainak 130 BCEX CHUJI CTapajach COCPEIOTOYUTLCS Ha ImoucKax [Ixkenpeka. Ho roe? 3ToT 3aMOK ObIN
CITUIIIKOM BEJIMK [IJII Hee, U ee BHYTPEHHee UyThe He MOACKa3kiBajlo e, Toe UMEHHO ceryac
Haxomutcd [IxXenpek.

Opuaxko Jlalinak moHsJIa 3TO TOIBKO ceidac, CUTyallus 3[ech Obllla HAaCTOJIBKO CTPaHHOM, YTO
OXPaHHUKOB B ITI0JIe 3peHus He Ovlno. I'me Te mopu?

Jlaiinak GeclienbHO Opoauia o MyCTOMY 3aMKy, HO TaK HUKOTO U He Halllla.

B MraoBeHHe 0Ka OHa Jo6pasiachk 4o GOJIBIIOro 3aja, TOr0 CaMOro, KOTOPHIN OHa pa3pyIluia, Korga
Jlaiinak BrepBbie BCTpeTUa [KelpeKa, ¥ Telepb 9TO0 MeCTO GBIIO ele Gojee yXKaCHEIM, 4eM
paspyleHne, KOTOpPoe OHa cfeJiasa TOr/a.

C BBITOZIHOM IO3UIMM YePEe3 OTPOMHOE OKHO, BEICTPOUBIIIEECS 110 00erM CTOpOHaM 3aia, Jlainak
MOTJIa BUIETh KJIyObI bIMa OT OPYTUX 3TaHUM.

YT0 371eCh IPOUCXOOUIIO?!

[Toka JIa#nak OrisiabIBagach, YTOOR IOHSATh, UTO € OeaTh Jajiblile, U3 OTKPHITON ABepH OOJIBIIOTO
3aj1a MosIBUJIACh purypa. Jlaimak cxkaja KyJlaku ¥ coOpaja KOPHY IO HOTaMH, TPUTOTOBUBIIIUCE K
ouTBe.

Ho ee HampsizKEeHHBIE MBIIIITH CJIETKA pacciabuIuch, KOTha OHa yBHUAeNa, Kak VTOH BRIIIEN U3
IIBEITBHOTO KOPHUIOPA.

— 3HAYMUT, THl PEIInJI TPUCOETUHUTHCS KO MHE? — CapKacTU4YeCKHU CIIpocuia Jlainak, HO yibi0Ka Ha
ee JuIle He MOryla 0OMaHyTh CTaporo JMKaHa, YTO JeByIlIKa 0ojiee YeM XkKeJlaHHas CITyTHUIA.

«Kyma MHe eme uatu?» MToH moxan ninedamu. — Kak TH gymaelns, rage Jxenpek?

Jla#inak mymaina o0 9TOM, HO TIOHSTUSI He UMeJIa, TOe OH.

— IToueMy 3mech HUKOTO HET? 3TOT (hakT Bce elle Oecrmokoun Jlaiinak. — Brl Bumenu Koro-HuOyh 1o
IIyTHU cropa?

W TOH mokayars rojoBou. "ITo CTpaHHO."



— Pa3Be THI HUYEro 06 9TOM He 3Haellb? JIaliylak He MOTJla TOBEPUTh, HACKOIBKO CKPHIT OBLI
Ixempek. BrIIo ssCHO BUAHO, YTO MTOH OBII CAaMbIM BEPHLIM JOBEPEHHBIM JTUI[OM, KAKOE TOJIHKO
MOTJIO OBITH V¥ HETO B €ro 0eCropsiioYHOM XKU3HU, HO I0YeMy OH BooOIIe 3Toro He cuenan? He
XOYelllb TIOJEeNTUThCSI C HUM CBOUM IIIaHOM?

9TOT KOpOJjh, 6€3yCII0BHO, pa3mpaxant!

«OH paboTaeT Mom4a, ofuH». UTOH TakXke He IIOBepus 3ToMy GhakTy. [I:Keapek ompeaeieHHO He MOT
IIolyMaTh, YTO OH OyHeT COTPyoHUYATH C JlallakK U He MOMUUHSATHCS er0 IpruKa3aM.

Korpma onu BaBoeM riy60Ko 3apyManuck, TOH mogHsm Hoc ¥ npuHioxancs. "Kto Tam?" ero 6poBu
HaxXMYPUJIUCh, KOTTa OH IIONBITAJICS Pa3/INYUTh 3amaX, KOTOPBIM II0YyBCTBOBaI. — AUPHUH, 3TO THI?

Jlajinak mpoceguna 3a B3rsmoM MToHa ¥ yBUeNa, KakK I0Has JeBYIIKa, KOTOPYIO OHa 3Halla Kak
0co0yI0 CITy?KaHKY B CEBEPHOM KpHIJIe, MecTe, Iie MaKCUMYC Pa3pelIns eif KUTh BO BpeMS ee
IpeObIBaHUS B 9TOM 3aMKe, IIOSIBUIACh YePe3 KOMHATY.

OHa 3aCcTeHYHBO IIOCMOTpesia Ha MToHa u Jlaiinak U HEPBHO IIPUKYyCHUa ry0y.

Ocobas ciyzkaHKa 10 MeHu AlpuH nopgomia 6/1uxe ¢ HU3KO OIyIIeHHOU TOJI0BOM, TI0KAa ee YepHEIe
BOJIOCHI He 3aKPHIIH ee JIUIIO.

Korga AiipuH BcTasa nepen HuMu, UToOH 6eCIIOMOIITHO B3OOXHYJ, KaK OH CKasal. «Bumumo, He TOJIBKO
MBI OCJIYIIIAJIUCh ITPHUKA3a KOPOJIS».

Jlajinak xoTesna 3HaTh, KakK VITOH MOT IIPUATH K TAKOMY BEIBOMY, TOCKOJNIBKY OHA, AWPHH, HEe MOTJIa
TOBOPUTH, @ TOH HUYETo He CKa3aJl, YTOOH TOTBePAUTEL CBOE 3asiBJIeHKEe, HO IIOTOM OHa
BCIIOMHHJIA, YTO Y JIMKAHOB OB CBOM CII0C00 0OILIEHUST OPYT C IPYTOM.

— Tol 3Haewsy, rae [Ixenpek? Jlaiiak He X0Tejla TEPSITh BPEMS U Cpa3y Ke IPUCTYIINUIa K UX
OCHOBHOU 3a00Te.

AiipuH B3rigHyIa Ha UTOHa, Ipexae 4eM IIolla K ABEPU, Ka3ajioCh, OHA MPOIOKHUT IIyTh K
[Kenpexy.

"¢l mymar, 4To OHa IPUBEET HaC K CEKPETHOMY MECTy BHYTpHU OMOIHOTEKU», - CKa3amu JIunax,
mobexkasi B CEBePHOE KPHIJIO.

Jlajinak BCTIOMHWUIIA 3TO MECTO IO MyTH ciofa. Kak oHa Moria 3a0sITh 00 9TOM MecTe? Korma oH
XPaHUJI TaK MHOTO BOCTIOMUHAHUH O HEH. — C CapKa3MOM II0fyMaJia OHa.



«MBI ToMifIeM B CEKPETHOE MECTO, HO He U3 6uOIMOTEKH, 9TO MECTO OBIIIO Pa3pyllneHo. Byl He MOXKeTe
TIPUUATH OTTYHA. MBI TOMAEM APYTUM MyTeM». ITOH 00bSICHUIT €.

Jlaiinak mopHsisia 6pOBH, TTISAS B CIMHY AWpHH, KoTopas 6exkana Brepenu Hee. OHa He 0XuAaja, 4To
3Ta OeBYIIKa 3HaeT O0JIblIe, YEM ITOKA3HIBAET.

[ToBepHYB Ha HECKOJIbKUX IepeKpecTKaxX, AUPHH, HaKOHEL], 0OCTaHOBHUJIaCh, BCTajla Ilepeq KapTUHOU
BLICOTOM C €€ TeJIO M OTTOJIKHYJIA ee.

3a HUM OB TYHHEJIb CEKPETHOTO IIPOX0Ma, KOTOPHIN OB XOJIOMHBIM ¥ TEMHBIM. COJTHEUHBIN CBET U3
OKHa HAIMPOTUB MOT OCBETHTh TOJILKO HECKOJIBKO IIIar'0B OT BXOJIa, ¥ II0CJIe 3TOT0 ThMa ITOTJIOTUIA UX,
KOT[a OHH IIUIX MaJjibIlle.

Jlaiinak JepzKallaChk 3a HToHa, KOrma HUYEero He BUAesa, U 3ajaBanach BOIIPOCOM, TIOYEMY Yy HUX
OIBOUX HE OBLITO np06neM C IIepeadBuXKEeHNEM B 9TOU TEMHOTE.

Kax bl mar 9XoM OTpazkajcs OT CTeH IT0 00eMM CTOPOHaM OT HUX, II0KA OHU IIJIX 110 YOUBUTEIHHO
IJIMHHOMY KOPHIODY.

— OH npuBeneT Hac IPsSMO B KOMHATY [IuaHbl, — CKa3an MToH, Hapyllas yCTPALIANIY0 TUIINHY.

— Iymaems, [Ixxenpek Bce elle TaM? — crnpocuia Jlaiinak. B 3T0T MOMEHT OHa HEMHOT'0 HEpBHUYAIa
nepen BCTpeYel CHUM.

Pa3spymenue ropoma 651710 fOKa3aTEIbCTBOM TOTO, YTO [I2Ke[IpeK OaBHO CHEJIall TO, YTO HOJIKEH OBl
cmenarth, HO, TEM He MeHee, yOuicTBO [[uaHbl, YTOOB pa30pBaTh IOPOYHEINM KPYT, OBLIIO Y€M-TO
COBEPIUIEHHO JPYTUM.

Kaxk cettuac [Ixempek? U 6onee TOro, OHU He 3HAH, YTO UX XKMOET, KOTHa OHU [00epyTCs M0 KOHIIa
3TOr0 TYHHEJ.

HecmoTpst Ha IpoxyIagHyio aTMocdepy, Ha 1m0y Jlainak yxe 6necten moT. [Ipoxof MOTHUMAIICS TI0
CKJIOHY, Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OH HUKOTHA HE 3aKOHYUTCS.

Kazarnocs, 4ro Jlaiinak momnasna B OPYTYIO UIIIIO3UI0, TIOCKOJIBKY HUYET0 He MoTJia BufieTh. OHa TOJIBKO
B3[IOXHYyJIa C 00erdyeHreM, Korfa OHM HaKOHell OCTaHOBUJIKCS.

«EcTh G0mbIIasi BEPOSITHOCTD, YTO [KeapeK HaXOOUTCS 3a 3TOM OBEPhIO, ThI TOTOBA?» — CIIPOCHII
HWToH, Kiagsd pyKy Ha [iBeph, KOTopyio Jlaliiak He MOTJIa BUAETh, OXKUAas ee IIOOTBEPXKAEHUS, YTOOL!
TOJIKHYTbH €e€.
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