B 6ubnnoTeke, non 00BaIMBIIEHCST KHUKHOM II0JIKOH, IOCIIBIIIIAICS CIAa0BIH XKEHCKUH IIJIad. ITO
Ovlta Battonet, BembMa. OHa MBITA/IAaCh BEIPBATHCS M3-TIOJ TSIKEJIOr0 JepeBa, Mo KOTOPEIM
[epKasioCh ee TeJo, ¥ OTOIJIA OT PYMH KHUXKHOU MMoiIKK. Ho OBIIO ele Koe-4To, YTO 3aCTaBUIIO €€
3aCTOHATH OT CTPaxa. ITO OB TOT, YbETO I'HeBa OHa 00s7ack OOIbIE BCETO.

«JIKedpeK... MHe... MHe 04Y€eHb XKaJib...» OHa BCXJIUMHYJIA B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfla yBHUEIa, YTO
MyXK4uHa MPUbIUKaeTCs K Hel. Ero TeMHbIe T1a3a OBIIM HACTOJIBKO XUITHEIMU, YTO OHA IIOHSIIA, YTO
ee XKH3Hb MOXKET 3aKOHUMUThCS B J11000# MoMeHT. OH U3Ty4ajl 3Ty TPEBOXKHYIO XUIIHYI0 9HEPTHIO.
3Beph ObIJI TOTOB OPOCUTHCS Ha CBOIO JOORIYY.

Ho 3aTeM OH HAKJIOHWJICS ¥ JIETKO IIOIHSII KHUXKHYIO MTOJIKY C Teja Ba#omeT. Ero meicTBUsS MOTIH
OBITH BEI3BAHEI 2KATIOCThIO, UJIM, BO3MOXKHO, V HET'O OBIJT APYTOM IJIaH B €r0 IIOPOYHOM yMe O TOM, YTO
menath ¢ Baitoner. OmHO MOXKHO CKa3aTh HaBEPHSIKA, KOPOJIb IMKAHOB He COOMPAJICS IITaOUTh BEIbMY
pagy MUJIOCEPIUS.

«JIxKempek...» BaroseT mocMoTpena Ha HETO 3allJlaKaHHBIMU T'Jla3aMy, OHa IIpoIljlakaia eMy peKy. «f
He 3Hal0... 9TO He MOSI BUHa», — BegbMa 3HEPTUYHO 3aMOTajla TOJIOBOM, TaK KPEIIKO BIIEIIUBIINCEH B
Kpau nnaia [Ikeapeka. [KeapeK He MOIIEBENINIICSA, OH JaXKe He MOIIeBENucs, Korga Banomner
IIOMBITaNach BCTATh, LIEIISIsICh 3a HEero.

— Ixenmpek, — BaitoneT o6Buia pykamu Teno Anbdsl. OHa phIiana OT Tops, Befs cebs Tak, Kak
OynTo oHa Obla TOM, KOTo OOMOENH 3a MIPECTYIlJIeHue, KOTOPOe OHa KJISIJIach, UTO He coBepiuana. OHa
nbITazach 0OBUHUTL MaKcUMyca BO BCEM TOM, UTO OHa cAefiana. «3To 6b11 MakCcuMyc... ITO BCE €ro
[eJi0. 9TO OH CKa3aJl MHE BOUTHU BHYTPb... I He II0CMel0, eCIIA 3TO He U3-3a ero npukKasa».

OH He OTBETHUJI HA ee MO/ILOY U MpU3HaHKUE. MoTYaHue KOPOoJIs-TuKaHa Oblsio 60Jiee MyraoiuM, YyeM
€ro THEBHBIN PEB. YBUTIEB, UTO [I2KeapeK He OTBETHJ, BailoneT MOHNIA, YTO €€ OIlpPaBOaHUs
HegocTaToyHo. OHA MpoMoIKaa TOBOPUTE, YTOOH yOeauTh Anbgha-KopoJsis B CBOeN HEBUHOBHOCTH.

«MaxkcuMyc cKa3al MHe IPUBECTH aHTejla-XpaHUTeNlsd B KOMHATY... OH... OH IIPEAJIOKUII MHE...»
Batiosnet coenana 60IbLION TI0TOK, KOTA el MPUIIOCh CKa3aTh IIPaBAy, YTO OHA 3aK/II0UniIa COeKY
¢ MakcumycoM. «OH IIpenIoXuI MHE OJHO U3 BalllX BOJIIIEOHBIX COKPOBHUI... MHE OUeHb XKallb».

BaitoneT mymaia, 9TO CMOXKEeT UCII0/Ih30BaTh UX OTHOIIEHUS KaK IIMUT WJIK KaK KapTy, YTOOB YUTH OT
CBOEr0 MPecTyIIeHus. I'yno OBIJI0 03KUAATh, YTO HaXKe eClId ee MOMMAIOT C MOIUYHEIM, [[Keapek
OymeT CHUCXOOUTENb U MPOCTUTEL e€. OHa IpeArnosarana, YTo OH IPUMeT BO BHUMaHUe UX
otHomeHus. Ho oHa Bce BpeMs omuOanach. BeipaxkeHue ero nuiia OBI710 TOMY J0Ka3aTeabCcTBOM. OH
BBITJISIIEN JaJIeKUM OT MUJIOCEPIUS.

Yero oHa He 3HaJa, TakK 3TO TOro, 4TO [IxKeapek BooOIle He MHUTala K Hel HU Majenien
IpUBsI3aHHOCTH. CKOJIBKO OBl HOYEH OHM HU IIPOBEJIM BMECTe, KaKO¥ Ol II0JIe3HOM HY ObIIa Iy HEeTro
Battonert, KaK TOJIbKO BefibMa IIePeCTyINia YCTaHOBIIEHHYI0 UM TPaHUIly, IyTH Ha3a[ yXKe He ObLJIo.
[TogHSB PyKH, KOTOPHIE KPETIKO 00BUBAU €ro Telo, [KeapekK B35l oA00poAoK BalioneT Mexmy
majabllaMU ¥ IIOCMOTPEN Ha BebMYy.



— Iymaes, 9 He 3Ha10? — cKalasl [IxKeApeK HU3KUM U XPUILJIBIM TOJI0COM. ITO OBITI He TOT T'oJioc,
KOTOPHIN 00BIYHO 3aBomuiI BationeT. He B 3TOT pa3. To, Kak OH TOBOPUII U CMOTPENT Ha Hee, OBIIO0
HUYeM MHBIM, KaK YTPOXKAOUUM B3rIAI0M. — ¢ 3Hal0, 4TO Bh 00a [ieaau 3a MOei CIIMHOMM.

Bationer 3agoxHysack. OHa 4yBCTBOBasa, 4YTO ee cepplle Owio Ha ee ropnie. OHa 3aliakaa ele
CUJIbHEE U CTaJla MPOCUTh IPOIIEHUS.

«Tpl HApyLIXIia HEe TOJIBKO OMHO IIPaBUJIO, HO MHOTMe U3 HuX. M Teneps TH IPOCUILL TIPOIeHus? THl
3a0bl1a, KTO 517» OH IIPOM3HOCUII CBOM CJIOBA SICHO M OTCTPaHeHHO. M3-3a aToro teso Baioner
[Ipo3KaJo OT CTpaxa. — A Temepb ThI XOUeIllb ITONTH U TOCMOTPETh, YTO BHYTPHU? B YyroJIKax ero ryo
MOSIBUJIACh YXMBIIKA. ITO OB 3HAK TOTO, YTO BOT-BOT [OJI2KHO ITPOU30UTH UTO-TO Y2KACHOE.

Irixanue BaitoneT ydyactunochk. OHa 4yBCTBOBAJa, KakK CTpax CXXUMaeT ee cepple, 1 60pomiach ¢
pacTyien B Heu maHUKOM. Ho moTOM, clegymolee, 4TO OHa OCO3Haa, [)KeopekK yxKe Tallldll ee B TOM
HallpaBJIEHWY, B KOTOPOM OHa paHee MCKaJjla II0TalHYyIO ABEPb.

"Het! Yto 1ol genaems?! Kyna Tel MeHs Bepelnb?!" BaroseT 3akpryaia, Koraa [KeapeKk OTKPhLI
BCTPOEHHBIN BBIIBUKHOM KHUXKHBIN ITKa( U BBEJ ee BHYTPb. CEKPETHBINU IPOX0J BCTPETUIT UX
JKYTKOM TULINHOW. 3a HUM TyHHeJb 00pa30BbiBasl 0€CKOHEUHYI0 ThbMY. TyCKJIEIN CBET OCBETHUII Iy Th
TyHa, rae [IKegpek Taului BegbMy 110 IyTH. BalioneT 3Hasa, 4TO IPOU30UAET YTO-TO Y2KACHOE.

CBoOopHOM pyKoii BaiioneT mombiTanach COTBOPUTEL Maruio. OHa mbiTanach c6exkarh 0T 6e3yMHOT0
KOpoJis. To OBUIO TPYHHO chesnaTh, TeM Oosee 4To oH ObuT [loHOBaHOM. He BCcsiKast Marus Morja
BO3[EeMCTBOBATh Ha [[OHOBAHOB, MX 0c06ast KPOBb, KAK U3BECTHO, Obl/Ia HEBOCIIPUUMYKBA K
HEKOTOPOM Maruu.

«JIKeqpek, moxkanyiucra... 1 ymosnsio tebs... mpoctu MeHs! f HuKorga O0JIbIle 3TOTO He chefnam!»
BecnoMolHas u He B CUJIaX BHIPBAThCS U3 KPENKOU XBaTKu [IKegpeka, BaioseT cHOBa yMoisiia ero.
«O0er1mato, 1 HUKorga 00Jbllle 3TOro He chenaio! [ToxkanyiicTa, BCIOMHHU, 4YTO S Ojis TeOs cOoenana,
moxarsney MeHs...» Ho [IxKefpek mo-npexXHeMy UTHOPUPOBaa 3To.

Korpma oHu mogouuu K eqWHCTBEHHOM OBEpH B TyHHene, [Ixkenpek ocTaHoBuIics. OH pa3BepHYT ee
Tak, YTOOBI OHAa MOTJIa CMOTPEThL eMy B NTUI0. — Pa3Be ThI HE XOTeJa 3HaTh, YTO BHYTPH, BEPHO?
Ixxempek mpuxan ee K cebe. «[laBaiiTe 3aiieM BHYTPb U YIOBIETBOPHUM Ballle JTIOOOMIBITCTBOY.

"Hert." BaifoneT B y&kace 3Hepru4HO 3aMoTasia rojioBoi. — HeT, 51 He xouy 3HaTh. YTO ObI HU CTOSITIO
3a 3TuM, a7 BaiioneT He O6bUI0 OBl HUYETr0 MIPUATHOTO, eCu Obl [IKeapeK NpeiokUil 3TO TaKUM
obpa3om. He BHSB HU ogHOM Monkbe BaiiomeT,

Kak TonbKO OH BOIIEN BHYTPS, [XKeapek CKpyTua pyku Baiionetr. OHM MOTJIX CHIBIIATh TPEBOKHBIN
3BYK TPECKaIMMXCcsa KocTel. Ee KOCTH pa3pyLIuIuCh MO €r0 OTPOMHOU cuok. OH IIBHIPHYII TEJIO
BaiioneT BHyTpPh KOMHATHL ¥ NIPSIMO CMOTpPEJI, KakK BefibMa yIiaja Ha 3eMJII0 II0CPeX OBaJIbHOI
KOMHATHI.



BatiosneT mmakasna B arouuu. OHa O0JIblle He MOTJIA HCIIOIb30BATh CBOM PYKH [JIS 3aIlIUTEI OT TOTO,
YTO IPHUMET K Hel U HamafeT. Ee mrixaHue cOMIOCH, a TEI0 COmPOrHy1ochk. OHa 6eCIIOMOIITHO JeXKaa.
Ee cioBa Oospbliie He OLIIA CBA3HLIMU.

“Thl XOYEIIIb 9TOI'O? BO3bMMU 3TO!" l'onoc [Ixkeapeka He TpeMell HA Ha KOr0 B KOMHATe.

W3 TeMHOT0 yrila KOMHATHI TIOMOIIeN SHyC ¥ C Tpe3peHreM IIOCMOTPeT Ha JIeXKallyio Ha 3eMJIe
BEIbMY, IIpeXk/ie YeM [ePeKTI0YNTh BHUMaHUe Ha CBOETO IIePBEHIIA.

— IIxxegpek, — B3MOXHYJI OH. — ¢ He 3HaJI, YTO THl IOXKEPTBYEIh CBOeH UT'PYIIKON pagu 3Toro. Tebe,
MOIKEeT OBITE, XKaJib?

I'ma3a JIKempeka HaJIWIKHCh KPOBBIO, KOTHA OH CHOBA IIOCMOTPEJI Ha OTIIa.

— B KoHIle KOHIIOB, ThI HE MOXKEIIb ee OPOCUTH... — AHYC HAaCMEIIUBO IT0OKAa4asl rojIoBoi. «4To
Takoe? Thl X0UeIllh CKa3aTh, YTO OpayHasi CBSI3b MEIAeT, YTO Thl He MOT 3aCTaBUTh ce0s cHesaTh
3TO?»

[Tocrne 3THX CJIOB ThMa I103af¥ HETO IOKpasach 6nuxke, Kak OynTo oHa Oblia XKuUBOU. Binxke u
6rKe, TIOKa He MOTJIOTHUII TEJI0 BEObMBI U He 3aTJIyLINIT €€ KPUK.
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