JTaitnak ycmexHynach. OHa caMO0BONIBHO YiIbIOHYMachk Topmoddy, ¥ y HEr0 OTBUCTIA YEJIOCTh, KOTaa
OH YBU[IEJI CMEJIOCTh aHTejla-xpanutens. OHa BCTajla, CTPSAXKUBas I'PsA3b CO CBOETO MaThs: «Kak g
yXe ToBopuia, g 6ojee ueM crocobHa no3abotuthes o cebe. He GecrnokoiTeck 000 MHe. X0OPOIIIO,
faBalTe ITIOCMOTPHUM, 4TO 9TO 3a mTyKa! " "Croga!" Jlaiimak MaxHysa pyko#, Topmodhd pasgpaxeHHO
3apbidaj. TaM OHUM HallIu cTapuka. Ho oHM He ObUIM KaKUMU-TO OOBIYHBIMU CYIIIECTBaMH, KOTOPHIX
7erKo 06MaHyTh BHEIITHOCTHIO cTapuKa. ¥i60 oH He Obl1 00BIYHEIM CTapuKoM. OH ObIJT C/Ta0bIM
neMoHOM. HecMoTps Ha cnaboCTh, OH BCe Ke OB IEMOHOM. — JTO TO CYIIECTBO, KOTOPOE THI YUY
pansIe? Jlainak OTNIsIHyJIach Yepeas IJiedo U yBumgena, uto Topgodd Ttam.

Teneps oHa Besa ero. OHa OTOIINIA B CTOPOHY KYyCTOB, YTOOH! YBUAETH TO, YTO OHA IIOMMAaJsia paHbIIle.
CekyHpaHTaM 10Tpe00BaoChk, YTOOBI OH 3acTaBuil ce0s crenoBaTh 3a Hell. [logo6HO NnuKaHy,
Topnoddy coBceM He HpaBUIOCh, KOTAA Hah HUM JOMUHUPOBAIH, IPEBOCXOAS €r0 0 CUJIe MOJIOLOU
[eBYIIKOM. B TO 3XKe BpeMs OH IPOCTO He MOT He OBIThH BIIeYaTJIeH 3TOM JeBYIIKOH.

He 3a00TsCh 0 TOM, YTO OH MopyMaeT, Jlaiinak MOTSAHYIACh K CBOEH JIOABIKKE U BHITALIMIa CBOU
cepeOpPSIHBINM KMHKaJI, KOTOPBIA OHa BCETMa epxkana TaM. Ha 9TOT pa3 KuHXKasl He IpegHa3Hayvanics
71T TOrO, YTOOB! HAIIPAaBUTh €r0 Ha JIMKaHa. TeM BpeMeHeM CTapyK M30 BCEX CUJI IIBITAJICS
BBICBOOOOUTLCS U3 CETH ee IIymael], 00JenuBIINX ero, OH Okl o0pyrar Jlaiinak, ecinu Obl OHa He
3aKphljla eMy pOT LIynasblaMu.

OHa mocMoTpesia Ha cepeOpsHBIN KMHKAJ B CBOeH pyKe, U OBICTPEIM OBUKeHHeM Jlalinak mope3ana
JaoHb 10 KpoBU. Kasanoch, 0Ha fefasa 3To OeccueTHOe KOJIMYeCcTBO pa3. Ho moToM oHa BOH3uUIA
ero CIMUIIKoM riy0oko, Korga Topnodd Hamyran ee. HeckonbKo CeKyH[ oHa He oOpalliaja BHUMaHUS
Ha ero mpucyTcTBue. BoT mouyemy oHa B3gporHyna. Ho Topmodd O6vi1 TaM, 4TOOH BEIPBATh KUHXKAT Y
Jla#inak: «4To ThI geaeus?» oH cka3as. OHM 06a CKPUBUIIUCH.

OH ypoHun kuuxkan, «CepeOpsHbIi», U 3alIUIIEN.

"Aprx! Brinmo 6onmbHO!" JIatinak cmoTpena Ha Topoodda, mepka cBOX OKpOBaBIEHHYIO JTafoHb. Ho
YBUIEB, YTO OEBYIIKA TOJIHKO YTO CHeJana ¢ Co00M, OH TOJIbKO BCTPEBOXKMIICS. «TH B CBOEM yMe?
3aueM TH mope3anac!» — ckasain Topmodd, pa3priBas Kpali cBoel omexkarl. OH cpa3y ke 00epHYI ee
eil TaJloHb, YTOOBl OCTAHOBUTH KPOBOTEUEHUE.

"IIns sToro!" — psABKHYyNa Ha Hero Jlainak. OHa ogHsIa OPYTYI0 PYKY, IOKPHITYIO €e KPOBbIO, U
cMasaja elo IeMOHa, IIpexX/e YeM CXKaTbh ero CBOUMHU j103aMu. Cpa3y xKe TeJlo eMOHa [IPeBPaTUIoCh
B YEPHEIN IEeNeIbHEY OBM U PaCTBOPUIIOCH B BO3LYXE.

Topmodd B 3aMelaTenbCcTBe MOTHS 6PoBHU: «Th He 00s13aHa 3TOro Aenath! X0Th IEMOHOB B 3TOM
palioHe ¥ He TaK MHOT'0, OXpaHa MOXKET JIETKO BHIKUHYTh WX C HAIlled TEPPUTOPUL».

«IIporsaTes UX — He TO Xe caMoOe, YTO YHUUTOKUTE UX. TO, UTO BEI TOJIBKO UTO BUIEJIHU, 3TO TO, YTO I
IIOJTHOCTBIO M30aBUJICS OT HUX. HaM HYKHO YHUYTOXHUTH UX ITOTHOCTEIO, Topnodd, pa3se BH He
BUIMTE, YTO ThMa CTAHOBUTCS cunbHee? Thl wyBCcTBYyelb 3T0?" ITocne atoro Topgodd mo-npexxHeMy
He OTBeyvall.



"BupuTe 11, ©X KOIMYECTBO YOBAWBAIOCh BCe 00bIne. PaHO WK ITO3MHO BH 00s13aTENIBHO OymeTe
BUMIETh 9TUX AEMOHOB Yallle, YeM paHbllle. ITO OOUH U3 IPU3HAKOB TOT0, YTO BOMHA C ThMOU
Hen3bexHa. M g yBepeHa, UTO BHI CJIBIIIIAIA O APYTOM 3HaKe, KOTOPHIHM ITPeAdrosiaraeT BOCKpeIeHe
aHrenoB-xpaunutenei. Y Bot s Topmodd, s ogHa 3 3HaK0B. Co BceMU 3HaKaMH 3[IeCh, a BBl BCE ellle
cobupaeTech ero UTHOPUPOBATH?"

Topmodd mokayas roioBoi. «4 3HaI0 0 MPOpPoYecTBe, HO OyaeM I MBI y4aCTBOBATh B BOMHE WIIHM HET,
3TO He MHE pellaThb».

— O, THI 3Haellb, YTO 9TO mpousouaeT, Topmodhd! I 3HAIO, YTO TH MOKEIb X0Ts Okl CKa3aTh 00 9TOM
cBoeMy Koposo! Temeps rosoc Jlaimak 3By4yas pa3odyapoBaHHO.

B otBeT Ha ee B3pkB Topmodd omapun ee roppKo yineiOkoi: «Ero BenuuectBo Kopomns Anbda
HUKOTO He CITyIIaeT».

Jlaii;lak omycTuiia PyKy, Cpa3y IOHSB, HACKOJIBKO I'IYIION OHA Oblyla, YTOOH! Hazke Pa3bSICHUTH CBOIO
BaxXKHYI0 MBICIIb Topnoddy, KOTOpPHIH OB BCETO JIUIIL TeHEepasioM, 3Hasl, YTO eAUHCTBEHHBIN, C KEM
el Hy>KHO ObLJIO IOTOBOPUTH 00 9TOM, OBLI KTO-TO e1ie. «O, TH mpaB! MHe HYyXKHO yOeIUTh B 3TOM
HIxenpexka. [Tommu!»

"Het, mogoxnute." Topmodhd ocTaHoOBUI €e.

"Kakas?" Jlaiilak BOIIPOCUTENBHO OgHsIa OpPOBHU. «[]eMOH yIIesn».

«41 yuysin He meMoHa». Topmodd moHioxasn Bo3nyX. «KpoMe Toro, y 1eMOHOB B0O0OIIIe HET HUKAKOTO
3amaxa». OH IIOBEPHYJI I'0JIOBY Ha JIeBHEIM OOK U IIOCJIe0Ball 3a CTPAHHBIM 3aIllaxoM.

[leByllIKa IIOIbITanach MOHIOXaTh BO3[yX, HafesCh YIIOBATh XOTh HEMHOIO 3araxa 1uKaHa. Ho oHa He
YyBCTBOBaJjla HU4Yero ocobeHHoro. [1010:kUB paHEHYI0 PYKY Ha OPYTYIO PYKY, OHa IocJiefjoBaia 3a
Topmoddom. 'eHepan nerko npoiiesn yepe3 KycTel. JIaiiak MpoOCTO HY2KHO OBIIO IIEeIKHYTh
nasblaMy, YTOOH MPOTH. M KyCTH BOKPYT Hee 06JieryaT el mMpoXxof.

Ha 3eMJie ¢ 3aKpHITHIMU TJIa3aMU JIeXkKaslo TeJIo KEeHITUHBL. JTO OBIJI0 HeJaleko OT TOr0 MeCTa, e
OHM HAIIUTK [IeMOHA. YBU[IEB ero JIUIIh MeJIbKoM, JIaiak moImia 6eIcTpee, 3aJl0XHYBIIHUCH OT IIIOKA.
Jlaimak ocTaHOBUIACh psaoM ¢ TopmoddoM, KOTOPEIM IpuUcen psamoM ¢ TeaoM. — OHa xkwuBa? Jlainak
IIPOTSIHYJIa PYKY, YTOOBI IIOCMOTPETD, HET JIM IIPU3HAKOB OBIOIIEroCs Cepflia 1o IMyJIbCy Ha pyKe 3Tou
JKEHIIVHBL.

Ho mpexpe 4yeM OHa ycCIiesa 3TO cfenaTh, Topaodd oToepHYI ee PYKy, He maBasi el IPUKOCHYThCS K
Oemusxkke. "OHa XKHBa." — OTBETHII OH ce0e Imog HOC. A TOTOM OH ITPOOOPMOTAJl HECKOJIBKO CJIOB,
KOTOPEIE OHA He MOTJIa PACCIIBIIIATS.

"YTo C Hel CIy4yunoch?" — CIpocuiia OHa CHOBA, [IOTOMY 4YTO 3Hasla, YTO 3TO ellle He BCe.



BmecTo TOTo 4TOOH OTBETHUTH IEBYIIKE Ha ee Bompoc, Topmodd HaKITOHWUIT TOJIOBY, YTOOH
TIOCMOTPETH Ha Hee. [1o ToMy, KakK OH HaXMYpPHUJICS, OHa TIOHSJIa, YTO, YTO ObI 9TO HU OBIJIO, OH 3HA
OTBET Ha ee BOIIPOC, HO CIMIIKOM KojeOaicsi, TOBOPUTD €il UJTU HeT.

OH He OB yBEPEH, CKOIBKO MH(MOPMALIMK OH MOXKET JaTh 9TOMY aHTeNy-xpaHuTenio. Ero Anbda-
KOpOJIb NEeUCTBUTENILHO IPHUKa3all eMy IpucMaTpuBaTh 3a Jlaiiak, HO 1O KaKOu CTeleHu? IT0
BKJTI04AJI0 B ce6s1 06MeH mHpopMaluei? — f He MOTy cefidac OTBETHTH Ha Balll Borpoc. Topmodbd
II0Kayasl rojIoBoY U mmoMor Jlausak BCTaThk. «HaM Iopa UATH, YKe TEMHEET».

— W MBI 0CcTaBUM ee 37ech? Jlaiak HefoBepYMBO PacCIIupuiIa ria3a, Ho Topgohdy He HyKHO OBLITO
0TBeYaTh, KOTHAa K MECTY IIPOUCIIECTBHUS MOMOIIIH IBOE OXPaHHUKOB.

"TloigeM."

W ¢ 3TUM OHM OCTaBASIOT KEHIIUHY 10O IMPUCMOTPOM ABYX OXPAHHUKOB.

Ixenpek crosina Ha OankoHe. He6o Ham HUM CHOBa IOTeMHENO. Brlya y2Ke HOYb, U MTOJTyMECSI]
CBeTHI TYCK0. Tam oH OBLN, TTISAS BOAb Ha BOPOTA. — MTaK, THl HAKOHEI[ PEIIHII II03BOIUTE ef
0CTaThCs, — CKa3an Makcumyc, IofoIemuil K Hemy c3agu. OH IPOTSAHYJ eMy CTaKaH XXKUAKOCTH,
KOTOPYIO OH JOJIKEH IIUThH PETYISPHO.

,H}KGJIPGK JEP2&Kall CTaKaH B PYKE, HO, II0X02Ke, HE XOTeJI ero HpOﬁOBaTB.

— Kak 5 u oxkupgas, B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB ThI ITOC/TyIIAENILCS CBOET0 0TIa. MaKCUMyC IOCMOTpPeI Ha
Ixenpeka. OH mo-nipexxHeMy Mon4aj. Kak 1 B OOJIBIIMHCTBE ClIy4aeB, 3TO ObIJT ObI OHHOCTOPOHHUMN
pasrosop.

«Bunute? Bcerga OymeT BHITOOHO OepKaTh €€ PSAAOM C HaMu. S 4yBCTBYIO 3TO, 9Ta HEBYIIKa
OT/IMYAeTCS OT OCTa/IbHBIX IPECTaBUTEJIEN ee BRIMEpIIel packl». MakKCUMyC KMBHYJI B OTBET Ha €ro
3asiBneHune. «Mbl MOXeM YOUTh ee B HykHOe BpeMsi. He HyKHO OeCIIOKOUTLCS, C 00/IbI0, KOTOPYIO BEI
IIOYYBCTBYETE BIIOCJIEICTBUHU, MOXKHO CIIPABUTHCS JOJIZKHBIM 06pa3oM».

W3paneka [IxKefmpek MenbKoM yBupena Jlaiinak, kotopas mia 6ok o 60k ¢ Topmoddom. OHU Kak pas
IIJIA Yepe3 IIaBHbIE BOPOTa. BHe3amHoe HepBHOE YYBCTBO OXBATUIIO €T'0 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTHa OH
yBupen ee. beiyla ogHa Belllb, KOTOpPas IPUBJIEKya ero BHUMaHue. Ee ieBas pyka Oblna OBpexXaeHa.
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