Ecnu OvI TOIEKO MaKcuMyC ObITT YOUBJIEH, OH ObI He IMTOKa3ajl 3Toro Ha nuile. OH mpeanoyert Okl
CKPHITh 9TO 3a CBOEH HEeIOK0aeO0MMOH YIEI0KOM. «B TO BpeMs s IIPOCTO CIEN0BaJ IPHUKa3y MOETO
KopoJsi. Hametoch, BE He OymeTe mepXkKaTh Ha MEHS 371a».

Jlaiilak yCMeXHyach, yC/IbIIIaB TO, YTO OH TOJIBKO YTO CKa3asl. «UTo g moiKHa CKa3aTh? [loJIKHa JIu
s cKa3aTh: «O, ITyCTh MPOIIJIOe OCTAHETCS B IIPOIIIOM, IOPOTOM!» UK BH 0XKHUOAETE, YTO S IMOTJIaxy
Bac I10 rojioBe U CKaxy: «O, Makcumyc, XOpOIIny Malb4yuK!»??» — cKa3asa Jlaiiak, roBops Tak, Kak
YyeJI0BeK JJaCKOBO pa3roBapuBaeT ¢ co6aKo.

3aTeM OHa OBICTPO 3aMeTHIa, KakK ero SMOIUU 3allleBeIUINCh BHYTPY HEro, YCIBIaB ee capka3M. Ee
CJI0Ba HEM3MEHHO BHI3HIBA/IM B HEM THEB, KOTOPHIM MEMJIEHHO POC B ero rina3ax. KTo Obl Tak He
oTpearupoBan? OHa ocKopOuIa ero NpsiMo B JIALO!

OpgHako B TOT MOMEHT, KOT'TIa OH CHOBa 3ar0BOPHJI, KaKou Obl THEB OH HU YyBCTBOBAJ, 3TO He
0TpazKaJioCh B €ro TOHE. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH OBIJT MAaHUIYISITOPOM. «MHe HPaBUTCS YaCTh «IIYCThb
IIPOIIJIOE OCTAHeTCs B mpouuioM». KpoMe Toro, Te6s1 He OymeT 31ech, ecniu y TeOst HEeT BECKOM
IIPUYHUHEI, 5 IpaB?»

Jlaiinak He OTBETHUIA Ha €r0 BOIPOC, 1 MaKCUMyC BOCIPHUHSI 3TO Kak «ma». — [103BoIbTE
IIPedI0KUTh BaM CBOIO IIOMOIIb, — JTAaCKOBO CKal3an MakcuMyc. OH TOBOPUI TaK e, KaK B3POCIIBIH,
KOTOPHIN Pa3roBapyBall C KallPU3HEIM MaJeHbKUM peOeHKOM. YcbiiiaB 9To, JIaiiak He MOTja He
IPUIIONHSATh OPOBY U CKa3ana: «Kak Thl JyMaellb, Thl MOXKEIIb MHE TIOMOYb?»

— 4 cmenato Bce BO3MOXKHO€E, YTOOBI OIIpaBHaTh BalllM OXKUAaHUA, — CKa3asl MaKcuMyc, 3By4a Kak
BEXKJIMBHIY JXKEHTJIbMeH. Jlaiinak JeldCTBUTENILHO He MOTJla B 9TO MOBEPUTh. Kak MOT 3TOT YeI0BeK
MMeTh HarJ0CTh 0€CCOBECTHO MPeNCTaTh Ilepel Hel, MPOTIATHUBas 3Ty SKOOH PyKy momornru? Kak
OynTO TO, UTO OH C[esiaj MHOTO JIeT Ha3af, ObIJI0 HUYEM.

TeM He MeHee, OHa peniniia ImogeIrpaTk eMy. — J:[YMan.IB, TBI CMO2K€EIIb y'6e,'E[I/ITI:> ero?

«BOT-BOT HaUHETCA BOVHA, U OHA yXKe YIIOMUHAJach B IpopoyecTBe. [losiBlIeHNe aHTeJI0B-
XpaHuTesel ObIJI0 OOHUM U3 3HaMEeHUi». — cKa3an MakcuMyc, 00BSICHSISI CBOIO TOUKY 3peHUs.
«KOopoIb IOCTaBUT HHTEPECH! KOPOIEBCTBA BHIIIE TUUYHBIX UHTEPECOBY.

— XO0po1110, HO TH HE OTBEYaEIlb Ha MOK BOIIPOC, U THI 3TO 3HaEIllb, BEPHO?

Makcumyc etie pa3 6e3001aHO yIBIOHYJICS el ¥ cKa3asl: «Y Hac OfiHa IIejib, II09TOMY BCE 3aBUCUT OT
TOT'0, KaK MHI ero yoegum». 3aTeM Jlalinak mopona K HeMY U OTPBEI3HYJach: «Bo-TepBhIX, «HAC» HET
M HUKOTTIa He OyOeT. A BO-BTOPHIX, I HUKOTA He 3a0yay TOTO, UTO THI CHIeJiaJl MHOTO JIET Ha3afd».

Maxkcumyc B3m0oxXHYJ. «ECITH €CTh KTO-TO, KOTO Thl X04elllb 00BUHUTD, TaK 9TO TBOM APYT. 71 Obl HE
CTaJIl 9TOT0 HesaTh, eCIu Obl He ero IMpuKa3».



«HTaK, mocyue BCero Toro, 4YTo TOJIBKO YTO OBIIO CKa3aHO, T0OUYEeMY TH IyMaelllb, YTo s OyIy JOBEpsiTh
Tebe ceryac?»

— IToroMy uTO y Te0Sl HET IPUBUJIETUY CHeNlaTh OPYrod BEIOOP, — cKasanl MaKCUMyC TPOMKO U
YETKO.

Maxkcumyc npoBoaun Jlaiiiak B CeBEpHOE KPHUIO ABOPIA. ITO OBIIa camasi JaabHSSA 9acTh 3aMKa OT
KOPOJIEBCKOY TalaThl ¥ 60IBIIOrO 3aia. Tak 4TO BEPOSTHOCTH TOTO, 4TO Jlaiiylak HAaTKHETCS Ha
IIxenpek, Obly1a MaJIOBEPOSITHOM.

«Bce cnyru B 9TOM 4acTH 3aMKa HeMble U Iiiyxue. Tak 4To Tebe He 0 4eM OeCIIOKOUTHCS». 3aTeM
MakcuMyC OTKpPBIT IIEPBYI0 KOMHATY, KOTHAa OHU HOCTUTIIM TPETHETo 3TaxKa. Jlaiak HaXMypHJIIach,
KOT'JIa YCIIbIIIasa 9T0. BEIsI0 CTpaHHO UMETh UX B KauecTBe Ciyr. Ho 6vi1o OBl HE TaK CTPaHHO, eCITU
Obl OHM HaMEPEHHO [IeJlajid 3TO Kak paboTy.

«OHu He OYOyT B MOEM CIIMCKE Bellle, 0 KOTOPHIX HY2KHO 6ECIIOKOUTHLCS». CKa3aja AeBYIIKa.
Makcumyc cierka yCMeXHYJICS, YCIblaB ee oTBeT. OH BOIIesI B KOMHATY, a 3a HuM Jlainak. «f He
Oyny 4acTo OSIBASATHCS PSOOM, HO eCclii y TebGs ecTh IlaH, Kak yOemuTh KOopoJis,

Jlalinak HaKJIOHWIIa TOJIOBY ¥ MUJIO YIEIOHYIack eMy. «KoHEYHO, g XoTesa OBl IOOEeTUTLCS C BaMU
CBOMMMU MHICTIIMHU». CapKa3M B ee TOHE ObIJI0 TPYAHO He 3aMeTuTh. Ho Makcumyca 9T0 HUYYTh HE
cmymasno. [ToToM U3BUHUICS U YIIETL.

Jlajtnak cMOTpesna, KakK OH 3aKPEUT 3a COO0H [IBEPH MOCIIe BeXKIJIMBOTO ITPETEHI[MO3HOI0 IIOKITOHA.
TonbKO KoOTMIa OHa OCTaBajlaCh OfHA, OHA yMelsia CBoel HOBOM KOMHATe NMPUCTaIbHOe BHUMAaHMe.
HecmoTpst Ha TO, UTO OHa CYMTAIach 3a0POLUIEHHEIM MECTOM B 3aMKe, OHa [iyMalia, YTO 3Ta YacTh
3aMKa Obl/Ta JOCTAaTOYHO MPUIUYHOM, YTOOR B HEH MOT KUTh TAKOW YEJIOBEK, KaK OHa.

KoMHaTa OblIa JoCTaTOYHO OO0JIBIION AJIs Hee. TaM Oblyla 30Ha OTAbIXa C KAMUHOM M HECKOJIBKO
TIOAYIIIEK Ha KPaCHOM KOBpe Ha moiy. Ho 13 Bcero, uTo ObII0 B ee KOMHATE, OOJbIIE BCETO ee
IPUBJIEKAJIM JIUHHbIE OKHA, BRIIOKEHHBIEe KaMHsIMU., OHHU ObUIM KPACHBO pa3MeIeHbl Ha 3TOM CTeHe,
OTKy[a ey OB BUOEH BUI Ha ropof. Korma HacTymUT HOYB, 3TO OyHeT BHITJISOETH ellle KpacuBee.

XoTs et ObI errie 0oJbllle TOHPABUIIOCH, €ClT OBl TaM OBIT 0A/IKOH. 3aTeM OHa IOHSsIa, YTO e¥ He
ClemyeT Tak IpPUAUpaThcs K KoMHaTe. OCOOEHHO KOToa OHa (GaKTHYECKH XKUITa IO KPHIIIeH CBOEro
Bpara. Eif moBe3so, 4To OHa He OKa3aJiach B ITOfI3eMesbe IOCie pa3pyIleHus, KOTOpoe OHa HaHecla
€ro 3aMKy.

[To kpaiiHel Mepe, Teleph y Hee ObLIIO, TTle OCTAaHOBUTHCS. MK WHaYe, KyJa oHa JoJIXKHa Onlia
noutu? BricnymaeT nu CeneHa ee kano0bl, €CNIM CUTYyallUsl OKaxeTcs elle xyxke? OHa He Oblla B
3TOM yBepeHa. boruns JIyHH SICHO CKa3aJia, YTO OTHHIHE OHA IIPegoCTaBIeHa caMa cebe.



Jlainak mopo1ina K cBoelt KpoBatu. OHa cobuparnach jledb ¥ HEMHOT'0 03ab0TUTHCS O CBOUX
TpaBMaXx. 3aTeM BHE3allHO [IBePh pacnaxHysack. CHayasla OHa IIogyMaina, 4To 3To MakcuMyc. BmecTo
Hero OHa Hallla MOJIOAYIO XeHIIWHY, KOTOpas BHIIJIsIIeNla HEMHOrO cTapiie ee. OHa BOIIa B CBOIO
KOMHATY C ITOIHOCOM C e[I0i B pyKaX.

YBupges 370, Jlaiinak TUIIL B 3aMelIaTeIbCTBe MOAHsIa OPOBU. YX TH, @ B 9TOM 3aMKe MHE TOXKe
II0BEJIOCH TOTIPOO0BaTh 00CIyKUBaHKE HOMEPOB? YTO 3TO 3a MECTO, IATU3BE3NOYHEIH OTEIh? —
capKacTH4YecKU ImofgyMasa oHa. Moofas XeHIyHa B3T/IsHya Ha Jlaiilak, HO HU4Yero He CKa3aa.
OHa TIPOCTO MOJTYa IOCTABHUIIA €Iy Ha CTOJI BO3JIe KAMUHA U YIIIa.

Jlatinak nopoina 6vxke K KamuHy. OHa 0CMOTpesna cBoio efy. TaM Oblla XKapeHast KypHIla, Tapeka
Cyma u HecKOJbKO GpykKToB. Efa BRITTIAAEa HE TaK yXK U m10x0. Ho oHa Oblyla HOCTATOYHO B 3IPaBOM
yMe, 4TOObI HUYEro He eCTh U3 9TOr0 3aMKa. BEIIO J0CTAaTOYHO IJT0XO0, YTO OHA OKa3aslach
BOBJIEYEHHON B COMHUTEIILHYIO CIENKY ¢ MaKCUMyCOM U MIPUHSIIA €T0 MPHUTIallleHre 0CTaThCs.

OHa BHMMAaTEJILHO ITOCMOTPEIa Ha ABEPH U MOAyMajla, MOXKHO I YTO-HUOYb C 3TUM nopenaTh. OHa
momxkHa OblyIa UTO-TO C 3TUM CHenaTh. YTOOb HUKTO He BOIIEJI B 3Ty KOMHATY, KaK UM B3IyMaeTCs.

"Bairie BenuyecTBo, YTO BBl UMEETE B BU/Y, TOBOPS, YTO OTIYCTUIH €€, CIP?" — CIPOCHIT COUTHIM C
ToNKy CebacThsH. — ITO MpaBfa, YTO OHA aHTEJI-XpPaHUTENb? OH CHOBA 3afaJl ellle ONUH BOIIPOC
CBOEMY KOPOJIIO, KOTOPHIM TOJIBKO YTO BEPHYJICS C OUTBHI C IEBYIIKOM.

"HeBo3moxHo!" Kaitn, TpeTu reHepa, CILUIIOHYJ. «AHTEeJIB-XPAHUTENIM He CIIOCOOHE! Ha TaKue
BeIllM, KaK oHa. [Io/KHO OLIThH, OHA BegbMal»

HeKOTopoe BpeMs B KOMHATE IIeJI HeO0OJIBIIIOM CIIOD, IIOKa KTO-TO HE 3aMETHUIJI IIJIe40 ,[[}KenpeK,
OTKPBITO HE YKa3dJl Hda HETO XU HE CKa3all:

«Bare Benn4yecTBo, Ballle mae40 KPOBOTOUUT, CIP».
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