XoyI BCIIOMHHJIA, YTO 3aCHY/Ia Ha KoJIeHsxX y Kelica, HO KOT/la OHA He CIlaJia, IIOf ee TOJI0BOM HUYero
He OBLIO.

OHa rpOMKO axHyJla, KOT7la OTKpPHIJIa rla3a, ¥ IOHJIa, YTO HAaXOOUTCS yKe He B TOM MecTe, THe
paHbllle 3ackinana. ¥ 9To eime xyxe, Keiica HUTe He OBIJIO BUAHO.

"Keiic!?" Ee ronoc HamOIHUICS IaHUKOM, KOT{la OHa MOCIIEIIHO OCMOTPea OKPECTHOCTH, HO HUYEro
He U3MEHHUJIOCh, OHA He MOTJIa BUIETh HUYET0, KpoOMe OKpYyKaBlllel ee KPOMEIITHONW ThMHI.

Xoyn 1eBenbHyIa PYKaMu, U ee MaJblbl ¥ JIaMOHU KOCHYIUCH TBEPIOT0 XOJIOMHOT'0 0€TOHA MO HeH.
BrnaxHas u xo/10fHas aTMocdepa Bo3ayxa NOCTUTTIA ee JIKIA, KOT[a OHAa IMOYYBCTBOBAJIA MYIbCAIIHIO
B mieye, 60J1b, KOTOpas pa30yausa ee paHee.

[TaHMKa 3axJI€CTHY/a ee, KOTHa OHa MOMbITaNach CeCTh, HO OT 9TOTO OBUKEHUS y Hee 3aKPyKHUIach
rojyoBa. Onupasich Ha IpennIeydbs, X0oyI 3acTaBuia cebs rIy00Ko BOOXHYTh, YTOOBI YCIIOKOUTh
Oblolieecst cepatie.

I'me oHa ceiuac?!

Xoyn napy pa3 MOprHYJIa, XkeJjlast, 4ToOH ee rila3a MPUBLIKIIK K ThMe, OXBaTuBIIel ee. Ho B aToM
cnydae He OBIJIO CBETA, KOTOPHIHM MOT OBl €if TIOMOYb.

Xoymn cTucHya 3y0nl, YTOOH MOAABUTh BHE3AMHO BO3HUKINYIO MAHUKY U cTpax. Ceiidac OBIIO He
BpeMs [y1s1 9Toro. OHa OoJKHa B3STh ce0s1 B PyKH, UTOOLI OBITH B COCTOSTHUU (QYHKIIMOHUPOBAThH B
9TOU KPUTUYECKOU CUTYyalluy, B 9TOU HEU3BECTHOU, TAMHCTBEHHOU Cpefe.

3aTeM OHa ceJla, 3aTEM Hayalla OIIyIIEBATh 3€MJTI0 BOKPYT cebs, IIPOTSATHUBAs PYKY B TEMHOTE,
TIBITASICh HOTSHYTHCS IO YET0-TO WM MPUKOCHYBIIUCH KO BCEMY, YTO MOTJIO OBl IOMOYH e JTydIiie
TIOHSITh CBOE OKPYXKEHUe.

Ona B kamepe? KomuaTta? Unu 9to?

IomxHa v OHa CHOBa n10o3Bat Keiica? Ho 410, eciiu 0Ha yBEIOMUT CBOET'0 IIOXUTUTENIA?

[Ton mpocTuparncs noa ee 60Coi HOTOM, OYEBUIHO, €€ MMOXUTUTEIh XOPOIIIO T03a00TUIICS O HEM, CHSIB
¢ Hee Tydnu. Ho, K cyacThio, OHU He 3abpanu ee Miall. X0yl He HyXK/alach B OUepPeIHBIX
HETIPUSTHOCTSIX.

Ee nasnblibl pacTSHYIUCD, ITI0Ka He KOCHYJIUCh X0IOOHOM 0eTOHHOM cTeHH. "[IpuBet?" Xoyn
IpolIernTana ¥ o3Bajia TEMHOTY, He 3Has, XOUeT I OHa, YTOOLI KTO-TO OTBETHUJI € Ui HET.

E#f HUKTO He OTBETHUII.



Cnenyrolue OBagaTh MUHYT XOYII IPOBeJIa B IOMCKAX ABEPH, OKHA MJIM YEero-TO elle, YTO OHa MOTJIa
OBLI UCII0/IL30BaTh, YTOOBI cOeKaTh U3 3TOr0 HEM3BECTHOTO MECTa.

W Kak HU CTPaHHO, HUYEro He 6b1T0. BykBanmbHO HUYero. Tak, Kak OHM MOTJIA TOMECTHUTH €€ B 3TO
MecTO0? ITO OBIIO TaK CTPAHHO.

WUnu, MOXKET OBITh...

MeHs cBepXy OCTaBUIIU?

Xoymn nofHsIa rojioBy, 4TOOb ITOCMOTPETH ITOBEPX CBOEH T'OJI0BH], HO, KOHEYHO Xe, TEMHOTa He
maBaja el HU4ero pasriisigeTh.

HakoHell, pacCTpOeHHasi CBOMM II0JI0KEHUEM U He Haifsg crocoba cOexkaTh U3 3TOTO MEeCTa, OHa
CHOBa no3Baina. "[Ipuset?!"

HukTo He oTBeTHUII.

"EcTb 3meCh KTO-HUOyOn?!"

Ee BcTpeTuna TuIIKHA.

"IIpuset!!!" Xoyn 3akpryasa BO BCe ropjo. "Hero Tel Xo4els OT MeHs!?"

A moTOM 3aKpaJics ellle OOUH CTpax, KOTfa Io-IpexkHeMy He ObIJIO HU OTBETAa, HU JBUXKEHUS.

OHU IPOCTO OCTABUJIM MEHS 37ECh?

STa MBIC/Th BEI3BaJia HOBYIO BOJIHY CTpaxa B ee KpOBH U opranusme. Kazanoch, COOOIIUTE
MIOXUTUTENTIO, UYTO OHA ITPOCHYJIacCh, OBIJIO HETIIIOXOM UIIEeEeH.

"TIpuset!!!" Xoyn CTyKHy/Ia 110 6ETOHHOM CTEHE PSIOM C c0o00ii, YTOOH CO37aTh TPOMKHUIH IIIyM, KpoMe
CcOoOCTBEHHOTO T'0jI0Ca, KOTOPHIM 3BEHEN KYTKUM 3XOM. "31ech KTo-HuOynb ects!? XEU!"

Xoym moTpe6oBasoch HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, YTOOH YCIIBIIIIATh TOJI0C U3AaieKa. M, Kak OHa ¥ OXKUOala,
HaJl ee TOJIOBOH, ITOX0XKe, OBIIa IBEPh UK [AbIPA B IIOTOJIKE.

Pasparcs mpe6e3xkalruii 3ByK.

"Kto tTam?!" XoyIm 3aKpryaia Ha UCTOYHUK 3BYyKa Haf I'0JIOBOM, B €€ I0JIoCe CJIBIIIAJICS CTpaxX, Tak



KadK OHa He 3HalJla, OTKPOET JIK 3TOT YEJIOBEK OBEPH UJIK, MOXKET OBITH, OHH XOTSIT 3aIlepeTh ee B 9TOM
TEMHOTE.

OpHa TONMBKO MBICTTL 3aCTaBUIa €€ COOPOTHYTBCA.

OnHako 4yepe3 cekyHAy XOYII 3aKphljia I'Jla3a PyKaMu, KOorfga CBeT BHe3allHO YAApHUIl €U B Ijia3a,
OCBETUB MECTO Iepef Heu U3 KBafipaTHOU ObIPHL B IBYX MeTpax Haf ee r0JIOBOU.

To, Kak CBeT OCBeIaj 3TO MeCTO, ObIJIO TT0X0XKe Ha (GpuibM, KOTOPHIA OHAa CMOTpeia, KOTfia TJIaBHBIN
repoy TOJIBKO YTO OBLI IPOCBETIEHHBIM.

[To kpaiiHel Mepe, Tak XoyI u3obpazxKaa CBOe MO0XKEHNEe cefyac, KOryia TOPOIIMBO IIIjia MOf
CBETOM.

"Kto Tam?" Tesmo Xoym Kymanoch B lydaX CBETA, HO OHAa HUKOT'0 He BUJEJa, IOTOMY 4YTO OBLIO
CIIUIIKOM SIPKO [JIS ee ryas.

— Taxk TH yYXe HpOCHYJ'IaC? Pasmarncs :xkeHCKuii T00C, KOTOpOro XOYI'I HHUKOT'Id PaHbIIE HE CIIbIIIAlIa.

"T'me s1?!" I'ma3a X0y Bce ellle He MOTJIU IIPUCIIOCOOUTHLCS K cBeTy. Ho BOPYT OHa IOYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO
BCe BOKPYT Hee CTaji0 TAaKUM SIPKUM.

WcTouHuKoM cBeTa 6osibliie He ObLI CBET HAJl €€ TOJI0BOM, HO OBITIO II0X0XKE, YTO KTO-TO BKITIOYUII
JlaMITy B TEMHOM KOMHATe, B KOTOPOM OHa HaXOOuIach.

X0y1'I XMEBIKHYJI4, TOJIOBA Y HEE 3aKPYXKHUJIACE. OpHako Maso TOro, YTO KOTrfa OHa chesana HeCKOIJIbKO
[I1aroB Ha3af, TO He CMOTJia HalTu 68TOHHYIO CTEeHy II103agu cebs1, Ha KOTOPYI MO2KHO OBITTIO OBI
OIIepeThCA.

CnepnoBaTenbHO, XOYII MOTJIa UCIIOJIb30BaTh TOJILKO CBOM CIIYX, UTOOHI ONIPENeNIUTh ABUXKEHNE BOKPYT
Hee.

— Temneps MOXKeIb UATH.

BHITT BTOPO# TOJIOC, TOKEe XKEeHCKUH, HO 110 ee Tol0cy XOyII TTOHsIa, UTO OHa Gojiee 3penasi, 4eM
TIepBasi.

Xoym GRICTPO MOPTHYJIa U MOCIEIIHO ToTepJia I7la3a, KOTrga I04yBCTBOBaIa, YTO KTO-TO
npubIuKaeTCs K Hed, ¥ KOT[a OHa IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa, KAaK XKEHIIMHA KOCHYAach ee Iieda, X0y
OTMaxHYyJach OT PYKH ¥ OTOIIIa B CTOPOHY, TOJILKO YTOOR HAaTKHYTHCS Ha YTO-TO.



9T0 GBI CTOJI, CY/s 10 3BYKYy Pa3bUTOro CTEKIa, X0yl YCTPOUia TaM KaKOH-TO 6eCIIOpPS/IOK.

«JToporasi, moporas... OCTOPOKHEee CC CBOUMH IlIaraMu».

Xoym OTKphIIa I71a3a, ¥ Ha 9TOT pa3 OHa MOrJjia X0poIlo BuaeTh. CHavasa Gpurypa mepeqn Hei Gbina
JIMIIb Pa3MBITHIM IISSTHOM, ¥ OHA He MOTJIa OIMpPee/IuTh, KTO 9Ta XEHINKMHA IIepef Hell, II0Ka ee
3peHue He CTajo siCHee, a ee OPOBY COIIIMCh BMECTE TYTO# y3ell.

OHa BCIIOMHUJIA 3Ty XKEHIIUHY!

Kaxk oHa mormna 3a0bITh 0 Hen!?

OHa no3HaKOMHUJIACh C Hel, Korfa el OblJI0 BCero TpPUHAALATH JIeT, YeThIpe rofja Ha3af, ee BCTpeyda C
9TOM XKEHIIWHOM CTala IPUYUHOMN Toro, yTo CepeduHe mpuLIIoCk nepeBe3tu ee u3 OyndpaiT-Cutu B
OT[aJIeHHYIO JEePEeBHIO0.

Ee 3050THIE TTTa3a CMOTPEJIN Ha Hee C HaCMEIIIKOH.

— 4 Tebst mOMHIO, — CKa3asia XOyII.

—4d palda 3TO CJIBIIIAThE, — OTBETHJIIA OHa.

"Ho g me."
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