BpI/I IMOOgHAIIa T'OJIOBY, KOI'Ta YCJIBIIIajIa cnmaboe MsAYKaHbE MAJIEHBKOT'O KOTEHKaA, 0eCIIOMOIITHO
IIOBUCIIIEr0 Ha 3arpUBKe.

fpkas ynbiOKa MMosiBIIach Ha ee rybax, Korfia oHa ropoiia K Kelcy, mognperuBast OT C4acThs,
IPOTSATHUBAS PYKH, YTOOH IIPUHSITh KOTEHKA.

«OcTopoKHO», — IIpoBOpYai Kerc, 0CTOPOKHO Kilafgd MaJIeHbKOI0 KeJITOr0 KOTeHKa Ha pykKu Bpu.

WtaH u MeH, KoTophle GBITH CBUETENSMHI 3TOT0, IEPETITHYIIUCD, UX YAUBHIIO, YTO 3BEPh BOOOIIE
MIOTPYAUJICS HAaUTHA KOTEHKA B JIECY BOKPYT 3TOM MONSAHEL. Bojiee TOro, OHU He 3HAJHU, YTO ¥ 3TOTO
3Beps eCTh c1ab0CTh K MaJIeHbKOM MeBOYKe, TaK KaK OH BCErma Kal3aJICs PhIYAIlUM WIIM PHIYAIINM Ha
BCEX, KpOME CBOEM IIapHI.

Bpu BrITEpIia Ce3Hl C JIulla ¥ NpUHSJIa KOTeHKa, [Toka 6arokasna MaJleHbKoe JKeJIToe MeX0BOoe
CYIIECTBO Ha pyKax. MaleHbKUil KOTEHOK Ka3aJICsl CIUIIKOM HamyraHHeIM Keiicom, Korga
IpUKUMaJcsa K 00bsATusIM Bpu.

"Beepx!" Bpu nopHsna cBo6omHYIO PyKY K Keticy. OHa xoTena, 4TOOH ee HEC/H, lepXkKa Ha pyKax ee
HOBOT0 mATOMIIa. "BBepx!" 0OHa mOBTOpHUIIa 9TO CHOBA, Koraa Keiic TOMbKO HaXMypUIach U HUUEro He
coenai.

Xoym mopoIia K HUM U TOJIKHYJIA JIOKTEM CBOIO mapy. «I[louemy Ovl Tebe He TIOHECTH ee, YTOOR OHA
nepecTana Kpu4aTh?» OHa XUXMKHYJa, Korga Keiic mocMoTperna Ha Hee.

— Tol fyMaels, g1 HIHbKa? — IIPOBOPYAJI OH, HO BCE K€ COTHYJI CBOE TeJIO U OOHAII AEBYIIKY,
yKaduBas ee IIPaBOi PYKOW, B TO BpeMs KakK [pyras ero pyka Iepersesa CBOM Najblbl C alblaMu
Xoy1i.

Xoyn ycMexHyJack, HO el IOHPaBUJIOCH ITOBefIeHNe 3Bepsi 10 OTHOINeHU 0 K bpu. CHavasna oHa
nymaina, 4yTo Keiic OymeT oTHOCHTBCS K BpH Tak Xke, KakK ¥ K IPYTUM CYIIIeCTBaM BOKPYT HUX, C
PE3KHMH CJIOBAMM WJIM TJIa3aMH, ITOJTHEIMHU IIPE3PeHus.

«4 He 3Hama, 4To y Te0st c1aboCTh K JeTAM», — MOAApa3HuIa ero XoyIl, Tackasi MATKYIO IIepCTh
KOTEHKa.

«OHa HanmoMuHaeT MHe Te0s1», — HeOpexkHO cKa3an Kelic.

PIGH 1 WTaH ciegoBany 3a HUMHM, HO TOCTAaTOYHO OalekKo, YTOOBI JOaThb ITape HEMHOI'O YeJUHEHU . Onu
He MOI'JIM HE yMaATh, YTO BUOUT CEMBIO U3 TPEX YEJIOBEK.

9TO BHITJISIAEIO0 MUJIO, HO B TO K€ BPeMsi OHM CKPHUBUIIMCH, KOT{Ia BCIOMHUIM, 4TO Kelic B HacTosIIEee
BpeMsI KOHTPOJIUPYETCSI ero 3BepeM, OHM He 3HaJIM, KaK JOJro OH OymeT B Hy>KHOM HaCTPOEHUH,
yTOOBI pearupoBaTh Ha JIeTIeT MaJIeHbKOW JeBOYKH.



"Mens?" Xoyn pacumpunia riasa u yael0Hynack. «[ToueMy? TToToMy 4TO OHa TaKas JKe Muias, Kak
a?»

— Het, — nmokayvan ronosou Ketic u npsimo cka3sai. "[Imakca".

[TomeunHa IIPpU3€eMIIAJIdCh Ha CIIMHY Keiica, Korga OH 3aKOHYHII TO, YTO TOBOPHAII.

"I gero 9To 66u10?" OH mocMoTpen Ha Xoyi. [TomeunHa gaxe 671M3K0 HE CUKMTanach 00JIe3HEHHOH,
HO OH HacCJIaXXOaJiCcs BUJOM TOTO, KaK YrPIOMOM CTajia ero mapa, YCIBIIaB ero Ioaapa3HuBaHue.

— 4 He akca, — pa3apaxkeHHO cKa3aja XOVII.

«CKasana XeHIMHa, KoTopas Ijlakajia BCI0 HOUb, IOTOMY YTO IIOTepsijia CBOIO KyKJTy», — yKa3aja Ha
npaBay Keiic.

B Bo3pacTe BockMu J1eT XOYII TOTEPSsi/Ia CBOIO KYKiTy OeJIoro BoJIKa, KOTOPYIO Kymnuia ans Hee Keiic, B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHA OBl/Ia ee ITI00UMUIICH.

— Trl GBI OYEHb YIPSIMBIMa [laXKe B IeTCTBE, — JIETKOMBICIIEHHO CcKa3al Kefic.

" me Opiyma!" Xoyn Bo3pa3uia, Haflyla €KW U CKpecTuna pyKyd Ha TPYQH.

Keiic crnerka yCMexHYJICS, ¥ €T0 TOJIOC OCTABUII YIOBOJILCTBHE yIlIaM XOYII, KaK IIpeKpacHas
MEJIOOUS B 9Ty 3Be3[IHYI0 HOUb, 0COOEHHO KOTMla OH HAKJIOHHUJICS U MPOIenTan. — He BOTHYHCS, THI
CUMIIaTHYHeEE ee.

XOYI'I Onbla YOUBJIEHA U XJIECTHYJIA €ro I10 I'0JIOBE TOJIBKO AJIA TOrO, yTOOBI OH IIOLIEJIOBAJI €€ B IOEKY.

"Keiicu!" llleku XoyIl MOKpacHeNH, OH MOLIeJIOBAJl ee Ha IJ1a3ax y bpu, #u, K c4acThio, MajleHbKas
OeBOYKa ObIjIa CIIUIIKOM 3aHsSTa KOTEHKOM, YTOOB 3aMETUThH ITO.

Wruaopupys npotect Xoym, Keiic rimy6oKo B3mOXHYI. «f DoJKeH OBLI IIPOCTO IIOMETUTD Tebs, Koraa
THI TIOTIPOCUJT MEHST 00 9TOM. Most 4esioBedecKasi CTOPOHA CIIMIIKOM BEKJIMBa».

— BB cKa3anu, 9YTO 3TO OMACHO U CJI0KHO. XOYIT COpBajia KPACHBIN I[BETOK U MTOUTPAJia C HUM.

«[IpaBunpHO, — pobopmoTan Kelic, — 3TO melCTBUTENIFHO OIaCHO, 0COOEHHO KOI7la HeCIhIXaHHO —
TAKOT'0 HUKOTZA He ObLI0, — YTO Y KOTO-TO U3 MOET0 BHa eCTh I1apa M3 PackH JII0fel UIu aHTeJI0B-
XpaHUTEJIen».

Xoyn 3akaTuia rina3a. « Tkl TOBOPHUIIL 00 OMHOM, a B CIIEAYIOIIYI0 CEKYHY OITPOBEPTaellb 3TO».



Keiic moxan nmedyaMu. «4To MHe JIeJ'IaTL? f o4yeHb XOTEI OTMETUTD Te65{, pa3 TeI JOCTHUTJIA
COBEPIIEHHOJIETHUS. Tsra CTaHOBUTCS CUJILHEEY,

Xoym He 3HaJIa, HACKOJIBKO 3TO OBLIO CHIIBHO, IOTOMY YTO He YyBCTBOBAJIa 3TOTO, HO €e YyBCTBa K
HeMy ObUiu ucKpeHHuMHU. OHa Ti001IIa ero ele [0 TOro, Kak mojobuiia Kak MyxxunHy. OHa niobuia
ero Kak oInekyHa, 6parta, Ipyra, 3alluTHUKA ¥ BCe Te POJIM, KOTOphle Kelic urpan Ha MpOTIKEeHUN
CeMHaflaTy JIeT CBOEY KU3HU.

— Ilymaro, s CIIpOIlly y BEAbMBI, KaK TOJIbKO MBI 3aKOHYUM 3[IeCh CBOH fienia. OH UMEeN B BUIY
Cepeduny.

Xoyn He OTBETHIIA Ha 3TO, ¥ OHU MIPOAOJIKUIIKA UATHA MoT4a. BpeMs ot BpemeHu bpu crpamuBaia
napy Belley, Korga urpajia co CBOMM KOTEHKOM, KOTOpPOTo Ha3Bana Kuttu.

— Yro 910 3a umMa? Keiic mpoTecTyoule HaxMypu OPOBH.

«OHa xoTena, yToOH ee 3Banu KuTTH», — pagocTHO cKa3asna bpu, pasroBapusas ¢ Kurtu. "He 6oiics,
Keiic oOphIit 4eI0BEK,

Yronku ry6 Kelica mepHYIHCE, B TO BpeMs Kak XOyI PSIIOM C Hel OT AYIIKM CMesiach, Haxe Hen u
HTaH, KOTOpHIE YCIBIIIANA 3TO MO3aA¥ HUX, M30 BCEX CUJI CTapaiuCh IIOAAaBUTh CMeEX.

«$1 mOJXKEeH MPOCTO OCTAaBUTH ITY [AEBYIIKY B JIECYy», — MpadHoO cKa3an Kelic, Ho Xoym B OTBET
XJIOIHYyJIa ero 110 CIIUHE.

Ho Keiic He oTpearupoBas Ha 3TO, ero ria3a Oblid IPUKOBAHE K JIECY, 9TO CTPAaHHOE BHE3aIHOe
TIOBEIEHHUE 3aCTaBUIIO XOYII IePECTaTh CMESThCS U IPOCIIeIUTh 3@ eT0 B3TJISIIOM.

Bckope nocne aToro Xoym ycrbliiana CTyK KOIBIT IO 3eMJle Iepefl HUMHU, U3 TYCTHIX 3apociient
IlepeBLEB NOSIBUJICS XUPOH, HACIaXkJasiCh CBOUM IIPUCYTCTBUEM B CBETE JIYHEL

— Haperocs, g He IIOTPEBOXKY BaC OBOMX, — BEXKJIMBO CKa3all XPIpOH.

"Bl nenaete." U ¢ aTuM Kelic nony4usna TpeThio NOMEYUHY OT XOYII.

— Yro cnyuyunocs, XupoH? — cupocuia X0y, Xkejast, YToObl 9TO He CTaJ0 ellle OfHOU IJI0X0H
HOBOCTBIO.

Cyns mo BceMy, OH He BOCIIPHHSJI CJI0Ba 3BEPS KakK HeuTo rpyboe. 3ateM oH oTBeTu1 Hapmexpe. «d
X04y IIOTOBOPUTH O HAllleM C BaMU IIYTEIIeCTBUU Ha Iropy Y3y».
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