9TOT 4esioBeK KakKoe-TO BpeMs Kojebarcsi, HoO Korga IIPpUHAII PEIIEeHNe, €TI0 I''tTa3a CTaJIl ZKECTKUMHU.
— Her, — xonopHo cka3sal OH. «TH He Y6beU.IB ero». OH ObIT 0YEHb YBEPEH B CBOUX CJIOBAX.

Emy He moHapmo6uiock MHOTO BpeMeHH, YTOOH y3HATh 3Ty [IEBYIIKY, YTO OHA U KOMapa He OOuOuT.
OHa BHIT/ISIIENIa OYEeHb HEXXHOW C MATKUM XapakTepoM. 1o KpaliHel Mepe, TaKOBO OBITIO IIEPBOE
BIIeYaT/IeHWe, KOTOPOe Y Hero CJI0XKUJIOCh, KOTla OH BIIEPBLIE YBULEL €€.

Xoym CrioTHYJa, XOTS BHIpaXkKeHue ee JIHlla He BEIpakaslo II0Ka, HO ee IpoXalras pyka Owlla BULHA,
nnotoMy 4to MTan u MeH noHAIN BCIO CUTyalUIo.

XOYI'I TOJIBKO XBaCTaJlaCk TEM, YTO MyXK4YHWHa OBLT JKWB, U TeIepPhb, IIOCKOJIbKY npyroﬁ OXOTHHK OyMall,
4YTO OEBYIIKA HE CMOXKET IIPUYMHUTE BpeO MEPTBEIY,

"Te1 yBepeH?" T'onoc Xoy1 cnerka gpoxain. OHa Hafesnach, 4YTO eX He IIPUAETCs 3TOro AenaTh. — Th
IEeNCTBUTEILHO JyMaellb, YTO S He CMOTY ero yOuTh?

OXOTHUK yXKe cobupascsi 06epHYThCS ¥ IPOUTHOPHUPOBAJI €€, KOTTla KpaeM I'jla3a 3aMeTHJI IBUXKEHUE
[EBYIIKA U MHCTUHKTUBHO 00EPHYJICS C IIMPOKO PACKPBLITHIMU OT IIOKA T'Ta3aMHu.

«IIpocTu MeHs...» — mpoiuenTasna Xoyn cebe ¥ TPyIy Ha KOneHsX. U3BUHSTLCS He HYKHO ObIIIO, B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, TOKOMHUK He cMOT OBl 03BYYUTh CBOIO Kaoby.

Ha camowMm mene Xoym He X0Tella IPUYUHATE O0JTb MEPTBOMY TeIy, HO KaKoi Y Hee ObINT BEIOOD, KOTaa
3TOT YeJIoBeK el He moBepwi? OHA MONKHA OBbINa CoeiaTh BCe, YTOOB OXOTHHUK IePKaJiCs MomaIbIle
ot Keiica.

XOYI'I BOH3H1JIa HAKOHEYHHUK KOIIbA B MI€I0 MY2KYHWHEL 1 CEPONUTO ITOCMOTPEJIa HAa OXOTHHUKA, ITIOKa U3
HOBOU PaHEI XJieCTaJla CBeXKasd KPOBb.

«Cphenaii ellle OJUH IIar K HEMY, U 51 yObIO ero IpsiMo ceitdac!» Xoyn cka3aja yrpoXKaoIluM TOHOM,
YTO, 110 KpaliHel Mepe, MePTBOe TEeJI0 He ITOUYYBCTBYEeT 00JH, YTO Ol AeBYyIIKa HU CHeaja C HUM.

Xoyn yBupesa, KaK B rjla3axX 3TOI'0 YeJIoBeKa BCIBIXHYJ CTPaX, CMeIlaHHbIM ¢ THeBOM. Ecu Ovl OH
MOT, BO3MOXKHO, OH Ol IIEPBLIM yOUI XOYII.

HWIMeHHO 13-3a JeBYIIKYN €r0 TOBAPUIIM-0XOTHUKY TEIEepPh MEPTBH. JTa OeBYIIKa U ee Ipe3peHHbIe
Opy3b4!

«f1 mputen ¢ HamepeHueM cractu Te0s! Ho TH menaents 3T0 B3aMeH?!» 0XOTHUK IofoInesn 01uxe K
Xoy1, Bojio4a TO caMoe KOIlbe, KOTOPHIM cobuparncs youts Keiica. «TBoii 3Bepb yOUII BCeX MOUX
TOBapPHUILEH-0XOTHUKOB! U Teneps T yrpoxKaelnb MHe!?» — HeIOBEPUYMBO CIIPOCHUII OH.



«f HUKoOrma He mpocuna Teds cnactyu MeHs! 4 roBopuna Tebe, YTO BCe 3TO TBOe Hemopa3dyMeHue! f
roBopusia Tebe 6exkaTh, MOKa MOXKelb!» Xoyn HeMHOTO o6pafgoBasack TOMY, YTO OXOTHHUK VIIIEJT OT
Kerica: «Ho Tl pelnuiia IpOUTHOPUPOBATh MEHSI M UTPATh B reposi!»

Ona roBopusa ImpaBay. XoyI Ipeaylpennia uxX, YTo0bl OHU OTIIYCTUJIM €€ U IlepecTau
IIPOBOIIMPOBATH 3BEPSI, Opocasi eMy BEI30B. Ec/iu OB OHM TOIBKO MOCTTYIIAIUCh €€ U 0TKa3alluCh OT
cBoel 0e3yMHOM Uer O TOM, YTO XOYII IIPOCHJIA O CITACEHUU, CUTYalus He cTaja Okl TaKOH yXK
IIJIOXOH.

"Uyms!" — B3peBel 0xXoTHUK. OH OB 0YeHb 3071, KOT{la YCKOPHJI IIIaTr ¥ B MTHOBEHHUE OKa BCTall
nepen Xoym. "IlepKuck moganblie 0T Moero apyra!"

U HapgexXpa ¢ yooBOJIBCTBUEM 3TO caenasa. OHa nofHsAIach Ha HOTU U cheraia war Hadam. Yto
teneps?! Ei ymanock 3acTaBUTh 9TOTO YejioBeKa He yOuBaTh Kelica, o KpailHel Mepe, Ha OaHHBIN
MOMEHT, HO ¥ HUX He ObIJI0O BO3MOXKHOCTH ITPOBECTH MUCKYCCHUI0, YTOOBI Pa3peIInTh 3Ty CUTYaLUIo.

OpHaxObl 3TOT YeJIOBEK Y3HAET, YTO XOYII CoJrajiia eMy. BMecTo 3Toro oH, BeposSTHO, yObET ee.
Teneph ee XKK3Hb ObIJIa B OIIACHOCTHU, IIOCKOJIbKY 3TOT YEJIOBEK IMOAKpasics O/1uxke K MEPTBOMY TeNy,
KOTOPOE, KaK OH IoJjIaraj, ObII0 eIlle JKUBhIM.

XOYH OBUHYJIaCh CKPBITHO, PACIIOJIOZKKMBIIKCE I103aJX 3TOI'O0 OXOTHHKA.

C prTOﬁ CTOPOHEI, OXOTHUK HpI/IGHI/I}KaJ'ICH K CBOEMY Y€JIOBEKY, 30B4A €T0 110 UMEHHU, NaXKe HEe BUIOA
€ro JIulia U IIPpK HeJOCTAaTKe CBETa, OH BCE K€ MOT' Y3HATh CBOEIro TOBAPHIIIA.

"BepH", OH Ha3BaJ ero UMs. — BepH, TH B MOPSIIKe? — CIPOCUII OH, IePeBOpadYrBasi €ro TeJo, YTOOB!
Jydine BUfeTh ero. "bepH?" HOBas paHa, HaHeCeHHas XO0yII, BCe ellle KPOBOTOYMJIa, OXOTHUK
IIPUKPHLT JIaAOHbBIO 111e10, YTOOB KPOBh HE BHITEKAJa.

OpmHaKo OH KOe-4TO IOHSJI, KOTIa eTr0 TeJI0 HAIPSATJIOCh, ¥ OH MOTHYJI TOJIOBOM B CTOPOHY XOVII.
IeByllIKa CTOsI/Ia II03afid HEro, IepKa KOIbe B pyKe, HAMPaBJIsis OCTPHIN MeTaJlll eMY B JIUIIO.

"Thl YBUBUIIA ET'O!?" On mymar, 4To BepH, JomKHO OBITh, yMED, IOTOMY 4TO XOYII Yoapuaa ero
HOXKOM.

"Het!" Xoym mokadasa rojioBOii, ee PyKy ApOKajH, KOTrfa OHa fepxkaia Kombe. «OH ObIJT MEPTB ellle
[0 TOTO, KaK 1 yapuia ero HoxKoM». BpaxkneOHOCTh B IJla3aX OXOTHHKA 3acTaBuja X0yl CHenaTh
ellle OOUH LIar Ha3af,.

Ycnpias cimoBa X0yIl, OXOTHUK HaKOHEI ITOHSAJI, YTO OHa ero ogypauuna. "ThI!?"

"HAIDEXKIA, VBEM ET'O!" — kpuknyn Men u3-3a croiiku. "YBEW ETO!"



TeM He MeHee, iTaH OTTOJIKHYJ €T0 B CTOPOHY. «3HaeEIIb, 0 4YeM TH roBopullib?! TH IpocuIlis ee
KOro-T0 youTs?! Tl B CBOEM yMe?!»

— 3Ha4MT, TH IIPEIIOYTEIh, YTOOH OH yOun ee?! — Bo3pasun Hew.

9T0 GBIJIO BEPHO, B 9TOT MOMEHT He OBIJIO MecTa [t 006CyKIeHusI, HO Kak X0yI Morjia yOUTh KOT0-TO
ellle, KOTJa BCe ee TeJI0 HeyIepKUMO TPSICIIOCH?

Pa3bsapeHHBH OXOTHUK KpUyaJl TEMHOH HOYK. Majio Toro, YTo OH ITOTEPSIJI BCeX CBOUX JIIOAeH, Tak
ero emé U oOgypayunsIu!

«Yxopmu, 1 g ocTaByio TeOs B XKUBHIX!» XOYII BCe ellle MbITarach HabpaTh BO3[yXa, HO 3TO ObIIa JIUIIL
IycTas yrpo3a, KOTOPYI0 OXOTHUK MOT BHIETh IIPSIMO €€ Tla3aMHu.

— IIymaellib, TH ellle CMOXKeIb 00MaHyTh MEHSI BO BTOPOM pa3?! 3a0bIB 0 paHaX, YCEUBAIOIIUX €0
TE€JI0, OXOTHUK O4YeHb OLICTPO OBUHYJICS K XOYII ¥ BRIXBATHUII KOITIHE U3 €€ PYK.

BHe3amHBIM TOTYOK U TPaBMHPOBaHHAA JIOOBIZKKA HE ITPHHECIIN XOYI'I HUKAKOH IIOJIL3H, OHA yIiajia 1
cejla Ha 3eMii0, a OXOTHUK MOMHSII KOMbe HaJl TOJIOBOM.
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