Xoym 6pocunack MeXAY pa3bsipeHHBIM 3BEPEM U OCTPEIM CMEPTOHOCHBIM KombeM. HUKTO He oxwupal,
YTO OHA CHeJlaeT 9TO, YTOOH! 3al[UTUTDH 3BEPSI.

OXOTHUKH BCe ellle AyMaJli, YTO 3Ta [IeBYIIKa KaKMM-TO 00pa30M HaXO[UTCS MO [eHCTBHEeM KaKUX-
TO Yap, KOTOPbIE 3aCTAaBUIIU €€ COTJIACUTHCS MyTEIIeCTBOBATh C 3TUMHU KOBAPHBIMHU CYLIECTBAMH.

OpHako, 4ToOB! YBUIETh, KaK Pa3bsipeH 3TOT 3BePh, YTOOL BEPHYTH AEBYILIKY U 3aIIUTUTH ee 000k
IIeHOMH, aXkKe HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO CaM 3Bepb CHUJIbHO MCTEKaJl KPOBBIO - KPOBH, KOTOPas IOKPLIBaia
TPaBy, 3eMJII0 U ePEBbsI, OBIIIO0 HOCTATOUYHO, YTOOH YOUTH OMHOTO YesoBeKa. Ho 9To He moMeniano
3BepI0 OOPOTHCS C HUMHU HM30 BCEX CHIL.

TeM BpeMeHeM XOyII, BKJIMHUBIIAACS MeXY LEesIMA OXOTHUKOB, IIOJTyYUJIa TO, YTO OBIIIO
npencka3sanHo. OHa HUKOTA paHbIlle He UCIEITEIBaIa TAaKOM My4YUTEIbHOU 00IH, KOToa OCTPHIX
KOHYUK CepeOpsIHOTO J1e3BUS BOH3UJICA €Y B JIOMATKY.

Ona YYyBCTBOBAJIa, KaK BO3AyX BEICOCAJIN U3 €€ JIETKUX U 3aCTaBUJIM €€ TeJIO 3abIXaThCs, KOI'ma OHa
yIlajla Ha OKPOBABJIEHHYIO 3€MIJIIO 1101 €€ HOTraMHU.

[TocnencTBus ee MafeHus He IUIH HU B KaKOe CpaBHEeHHUe C 00J1bi0, KOTOPYIO OHa HMCIIBEITHIBAIA
ceityac. OHa mMpUKYyCHIla TyOHl, KOT{Ia OHeMeHHe TI0T0JI3/I0 OT KOHYHUKOB ITaJIbIEB, U MIPUKYCHIIA TYOH,
YTOOBI HE 3aCHYTE.

Ho uckyienue TeMHOTH OBIJI0O €IUHCTBEHHBIM YTEIIEHHEM OT HEBRHIHOCHMOM 00JTH, KOTOPYIO OHA
YyBCTBOBAJA.

[MTocnegHee, YTO MOTTIA YCNHIIIATh XOYII, OBIT KPUK 3BEPS psifoM ¢ Hed. OH 3By4all, Kak paHeHoe
JXMBOTHOE, OT KOTOPOI'0 TPoX0Tasia ee 6apabaHHas MepernoHKa.

XoyI MPOCHYJIach C TOJIOBOKPYKEHUEM, U KaK TOJIBKO €€ pa3yM 3apaboTaji, 3TO 3aCTaBHUIIO €€
BCTIIOMHUTH BCE.

B HacTosd1Iee BpeMs OHa JexKala Ha KpOBaTH, HO YyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO BCe BOKPYT TPSCETCS, KakK OYyATO
OHa Oblyla BHYTPU MAIIIMHEI MJIX YeT0-TO B 3TOM pofe, HO 3TO oIpefiesieHHO Oblla He MamnHa. OHa He
BU[e/la HU OOHOM C TeX II0pP, KakK BIIEPBHIE BOIIa B 3TO apcTBo CeBepHOTO KoBeHa.

9T0 MecTO OBITIO TTOX0KEe Ha CpeJIHeBeKOBbe, HallOJITHEHHOE€ MHO2KE€CTBOM CBEPXBECTECTBEHHBIX
CymecCTB, Maruy, a TakK2kKe 3TUMH OXOTHUKAMHU...

Korga XOY]'I, HaKOHEI], CMOT'JIa OTKPHITE I''Ta3d, OHU OBIIH IIepeIIoJIHeHbl HEIIOAOEJIbHEIM YOINBIIEHUEM.



Osna 3agyMarnach ellle Ha IBe MUHYTHI, IIPEXKJIE YeM Pellriia, YTO HaXOOUTCs B KapeTe. Takou xke
9KHUIaxX, Ha KOTOPOM OHA eXaJla BMeCTe C OCTaJIbHBIMK, YTOOBI OTIIPABUTHCS B FaBaHb BCETO
HECKOJIbKO MHeHM Ha3apm.

Ona xoTena CIIPBITHYTH C KPOBATH, HO OT OBHUKEHHNA Ha 9TOM KapeTe Yy Hee HEBEPOSATHO KPYZKHUIIACh
T'0JIOBA.

"“Tr1 mpocHyac?"

ropTaHHbeI T'0JIOC Pa3fdaliCsa U3-3a 3aHaBECKH, OTHENSBIIEN KapeTy OT MeCTa Ky4epa, IIpexae 4eM
N3-3a Hee BEHIIIEJI YEeJIOBEK, KOTOPOIro XOYH Y2Ke€ BUeJla PaHbIle.

9T0 OBLI TOT CaMBIil YeJI0BEeK, KOTOPHIM MOXUTHII ee Y Kelica U TPyCIMBO BMECTE CO CBOMMU
NATHAALATHIO TIOABMU OKPYKUJI PaHEHOTO 0eIoro 3Beps.

"T'me ou?!" Xoyn HEMHOT0 06pagoBajach, KOT{a YCkIIIaa, YTO ee TOJI0C He IPOXKHUT, KOToa OHa 3TO
CKa3saJja, TakK 4YTO OAPYrou YeloBeK MOT BUAETh, HACKOJIBKO OHa Cephe3Ha cenyac.

HecMmoTps Ha rojloBOKpyxkeHue, X0yIl COCPeI0TOYHIIach Ha TOM, YTOOB! Y3HATh, KaK COCTOSTHUE
Kericu u gpyrux.

— TwI geCTBUTENBHO IO/ YapaMH BeIbMEI, He TaK JTu? ITOT YeJI0BEeK BCe elle JepKajCs 3a CBoe
ybexmeHue.

"I'me on?" Xoyn He CABUHYJIACh C MECTa I10CJIEe CBOETO IIepBOHAYAIbHOTO Bonpoca. OHa He CKa3asa
OB HUYEro, KpoMe 3TOT0 BOIIPOCA, II0Ka OH He OTBETHUJI OB Ha HETO.

«THI HU 3a 4TO He Oymelrb TaK IMOCTYIATh, €CJIM TH He IOf YapaMy 3TOW BeIbMBI», — IIPOOOPMOTAT
oH cebe 10[T HOC, lepKach 3a OoA00POMIOK U TS Ha Hee.

"TIE OH!?" Hapexpa nmoTtepsna ero. OHa xoTeja MOJTy4YUTh OTBET, ¥ OHA XOTeJIa ero ceryac.

OmHako mocjie TOro, Kak OHa HaIpsrja CBOM royoc, octpas 00Jb, IPOH3UBINIAS CIIUHY B €€
TOJIOBOKPYKUTEIbHOM CO3HaHUHY, IPOSICHUTIA €T0, HO B TO K€ BpeMs 060JIb 3acTaBula €e CTUCHYTh
3yOBI ¥ C3KaTh KyJaK, KOTla BCIILIXHYJIO BOCIIOMAHAHUE O TOM BPeMEHHU, KOTTla ee 3ape3aHHbIN
IIOSIBUJICSI BHOBB.

«Tebe HYKHO YCIIOKOUTBCSI», — 9TOT MyKUYKHa CHSIJ QIISIKKY ¢ Oefipa u oTHasn ee XoyIl, HO OHA
IIJIeTTHyJIa ee, IT0Ka Bofia He 3a0prI3raja ux 000ux.

"OtBets MHe!" Xoyn npukycumna ry6y. OHa Oriy1a pacctpoeHa. [ToyeMy 3TOT Ye0BeK He CKa3all
HU4Yero, KpoMe yenyxu? IloueMy OH He [ajl ed 3HaTh, IAe ee OPYy3bsl U IPUATEb?»



«41 meITancst 66T MUITBIM € TOOOM!» ET0 Tooc ObIT CYpOBEIM, KaK U €T0 BHIpaXKeHue JIUIa, Ka3asoch,
YTO €r0 TepleHue MOYTH UCCIKII0, YTOOBI CITPABUTHCS XapakKTepoM XOyII.

«MHe He HYHO, YTOOBI THl ObIJT 4OOP KO MHe, KOTJja Thl BUHOBAT B 3TOM!» Hafiexka B3opBasacs.
«Barm yenoBek 4yTh He youn MeHs! Bel nymaeTe, 4To cnacanu MeHsa? Y TOIBKO IOTOMY, UTO £
yCcTaBujac Ha Bac B 6ape, BBl PEIINIIM, YTO S MPOIIY Balllel moMoIu?! npyr BepHyncs!"

9T0 3By4asno 04eHb IJIyIO0, ¥ 3TO Hefopa3yMeHue CTalo GaTanbHEIM.

OTOT YeIoBeK CY3u I'ila3a, Isafasd Ha Xoyn. OH SCHO IIOMHMIT U OBITT CBUOETENIEM 3TOT0, eCJId OBl 3TO
He OBIJIO U3-3a TOTO, YTO 3BePh OTTOIKHYJ €ro YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIM He MOT' OCTaHOBUTH CBOE
IBUKeHMe, YTOOb HaHEeCTH yaap 3Bepio, Xoyn yxke Obl yMepia.

Kombe Ob110 He TOJIBKO CHENIaHo U3 cepebpa, HO U IIOKPHITO SIIOM. B TO BpeMst OH IyMaJi, YTO 3Bepb
OTKYCHUT ee ¥ yObeT IeBYIIKY, HO BMECTO 3TOTO 0Ka3aj0Ch, YTO 3BEPH 3aIM3aJI €€ PaHy.

CnoBHO 0TBeYasi Ha BOIpoc XOYII, KapeTa BHE3allHO OCTaHOBUJIACh, U pPa3[aliCsi TPOMKUM IIyM,
Ipexae 4eM MYyXKYWHa OTKPHUT IBEPIY KapeThl U COOBIIHUIT O CBOEM ITOJTOKEHUH.

«3Bephb CHOBa B30eCUCsA!» — HACTOMYMBO KPUKHYJI OH MYKUYUHE.

EMy He HyKHO OBIJIO TOBOPUTH, Haxke XOYII MOTJIa CIIbIIIATh BOW U prIYaHue 3Beps Keiica, XOTs 3BYyK
3TOT'0 pa3phIBall e cepflle, HO B TO Ke BpeMs oHa Onlla pafia, Kelic B mopsigke... 4To, 0 KpaliHen
Mepe, OH JKUB.

«Yeprt! ITO yXKe TpeTuil pa3, KOrfga Ha HETO He MOAEeNCTBOBAIO 3aKIMHaHue». TOT 4eJI0BEK 3aBopyYall
M BBICKOYMJI U3 KapeThl, 00JIbIlle faxke He CTajl BO3UTHCS C [EeBYIIKOM.

Koneuno, Xoym He cTaja OBl TPOCTO CUAETh U IIOKOPHO IIPOAOJIZKATh CBOM IIPEKPACHBIN COH, He
oOpairas BHIMaHus Ha 007b, XOYTI IOCIe0BajIa 3a HUM.

Y 1o, uTO OHa yBUfENA, OBIIO AyIIePa3gUPaIOLIM.
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