— Kak Te0s1 30ByT, THI MHE elIle He CKa3ajla. XOyII MhITalach BEIUTPATh BpeMsi, YT06k 00yMaTh
mo6yio uaero, YTOOB KOHTPOIMPOBAThH CUTYAIMIO, TaK KaK 3TO OBbIJIO LOBOJIBHO CI0KHO. Ecnu 3Ta
BebMa ITOHsIA 3T0, y X0yl He ObII0 Apyroro BeI60pa, KpoMe Kak IOAYUHUTECS ee TPeOOBaHUIO.

«Ax, KakKas g rpybas», — JTa XKeHIIHHa II0CMOTpelia U3BUHSIOIMMUMCS B3TJISIAOM, HO €CIH
IPUCMOTPETHCS, TO 9TO OBUIM TUIIb KaKue-TO HEUCKPEeHHUe MyCThe CII0Ba, KOTOPHIE OHA UM
rosopuna. «f Jlnugusa».

Kak u oxupnanocs, X0y HAUKOTHA He cibiniana, 4Tobsl CepeduHa Boob1le ynoMuHamna ee uMs. Ho
TaKyKe BepHO u To, 4To CepeduHa BooOIIle HUKOTO He yIIOMKAHANA.

— Hy, Jlupgus. Xoyn oTKamsnack, YToOb CKPEITh HEPBO3HOCTh. — Bce, 4uTo Tebe HyKHO, 3TO MOS
KPOBb, BEPHO?

"9t0 BE foKHH faTh MHe, [JOEPOBOJIBHO." OHa noguepkHysia 3Ty 4acCTb.

"HET!" MeH B3peBer, IIarHYJI BIlepeq U cepauTo mocMoTpen Ha Xoym. "He raynu!" — 37106HO
IIPOIIUIIETI OH, €T0 I'JIa3a CTajld YepHBIMH, TOTO XKe LIBeTa, YTO U rya3a Kelica, Korga ero 3sepb
BHIIIIE]T HA TOBEPXHOCTh, KOTTla OMHAXK/BI OH ITOTEPSJI TEPIIEHUE.

He o0Opaiasi BHUMaHUS Ha IPOTECT HeHa, Xoyn cocpenoToyusia CBOE BHUMaHNeE Ha BelbMe U
CKasasa: «XO0poIlo, s 0XOTHO OTAaM Tebe CBOI0 KPOBb, TOIHKO €CJIH Thl OTBEMEIlb MeHS Tyna, Ie
HaxopsaTcs Kewc u JlaHa. Y THI HOMKHA COXpPaHUTh MEHS, IIOKa S He BCTpeuy ux». ." X0yl CKpecTusa
PYKH Ha rpyau: « Mbl JOTOBOPUIUCH?»

— JloroBopunuchk, — 6e3 Konebauui cka3ana JIugus. Ho, cama Toro He 3Hasi, OHa IOMajachk Ha
XUTPOCTH XOVII.

«CKOJIbKO KPOBHU ThI BHITSIHEIL U3 MEHS?» — MOIO3PUTENIBHO cripocuia Xoyn. OHa He X0Tesia, YTOOH
3Ta Be[bMa BHICOCAJIA ee IocyXa.

— Her, Menbie. XoyIl moKavaja IojIoBOU, OCyXkKzaas 3TO.

Yrpiomo JTupgus yMeHbIIIIa TapUBIIyio B Bo3ayxe OyTeIKy. OmHako X0yl IPofoiKaia KadaTh
TOJIOBO¥, TIOKa pa3Mep OYTHIIKK He CTaj 60jbie 60NbIIoro masbiia JIuguu. ToNbKO TOTIa OeBYIIKa
KHUBHYTIA.

«3TO BKIIOYAET B ce0s 3a1uTy MEHs 0T 11060T0 Bpema». X0oyn xoTena yOemuThCs, 4To ¢ Jluguen oHa
B 0€30IIaCHOCTH.



— Xopoimo, — GBICTPO coTrNlacuiach JIugus, MaxHyla PyKOW ¥ BeI3Bajla TYCKJIBIM TOJIy00H CBET,
KOTOPBIY IIPEBPaTHUIICSA B BEPEBKY U3 AbIMa.

JIupus mepzkaja ero KOHell, a APYTroM KOHeI] 3TOoi 10X0xkKel Ha OhIM BepeBKY 00BUJICS BOKPYT
3amscThst XOYII ¥ CBS3ajla UX BMECTE, ITPexX/e YeM OH BOJIIeOHbIM 00pa3oM ncues.

970 6b1T c110CO6, KOTOPHIM BeIbMEL laBaJIU KIIATBEL, KaK OyATO 3TO OB CII0CO0 HAIIOMHUTDL UM
IepXKaTh CBOU CJIOBA.

Wen u WTaH cTanu CBUAETENSIMU TOTO, YTO CHejana BefbMa, UX rjla3a PaclIdpUInuCh OT HeOBEPUS.
OHM TIBITAJIUCh OCTAHOBUTH 3TO, HO 3TY MOIYIPO3PAYHYIO MITYKY HEIb3s OBIJIO TPOraTh. [IhIM OB
CHMBOJIOM CHEJIKY, 3aK/II04eHHOU Mexny Jluauen u Xoy1.

C I[perfI CTOPOHEI, Ha ry6ax XOYI'I IMOSsIBHUIIACH JIETKAA YXMEIJIKA. H3-3a OTCYTCTBHUSA CBE€Ta BOKDPYT HEE
HHUKTO 3TOI'0O HE 3aMETHII.

«Xopottio, moiu». X0yl y2Ke codupasnach MoUTH ¢ JIuguei, Korga VleH 0CTaHOBHII ee.

— XoyT, TH ke He cepbe3Ho, na? MeH omacHo MPUITYPHUII I'1a3a, OH OBT pacCTPOEH 13-3a ee
peleHus. «Tvl MOUOEIDb C 3TOM XKeHITUHOK? ThH ee JaXxke He 3HAellb!» — 3aKpHyall OH B OTYASHUH,
130 BCEX CUJI ITBITasICh OOBSCHUTD €1 CBOIO TOUKY 3PEHHS.

HMeH GBI TpaB HAaCYET 3TOT0, HO XOYII 3HasIa JIy4Ile O BefbMax.

KnsaTBa BembMHI He Oblna TPHBUAILHOU BEIlbi0, U MTOCTIEACTBUS ObUIM ObI Y2KacHEI, €C/ii OBl KTO-TO He
chepzKaJl CBOU CJIOBa, M03TOMY XOYII MOgYepKHYJa, YTO APYTUM ee TpeOoBaHMEM COCTOSIHUS OBIJIO TO,
YTO OHA XOTesa ObITH 3allUIIEeHHON.

«4l Oyny B IOpsimKe, 51 3HAI0, YTO Aesao». HakmoHuBIMCh, XOYT Ha UBIIOYKaX YTO-TO MPOIIeNnTalta
VeHny Ha yx0. «Y MeHs ecTb IIJIaH, Tebe He 0 4eM OeCIIOKOUTHCS».

MeH He Mor OGBITH CUACT/INB, YTO y XOYII GBI CBOM IJIAH U 4TO OHA 3Hasa 060 BCE 3TOi CHTyaIUH, HO
OH He MOT He 3a0eCIOKOUTHCH.

«Xoym, 51 obeman Keiicy coxpasauTs Te6s1». BrlpaxeHnue nuia MeHa 3aCTEIIO0, KOTIa OH CTHCHYIT 305
«Mot oTell UIeT Clofa UCKaTh Te0s1, B MOMe OBLI IIePeIooxX, KOroa MBI ITOHSIN, YTO TeOs HET JoMa».

Crnosa Hena 3actaBuiu XoyI IOYyBCTBOBATH Ce6s BUHOBATOM. «$I COKael0, 4TO IPUYMHIIA CTOIBKO
OecrnoKoOMCTBa Ballleil ceMbe». X0yIl HaxMypuiack: «Ho g momkHa 3To coenath. fd He Mory 0OoJible
JKJATh B 3TOU abCONIOTHOU HEOIPENeIeHHOCTH.

Oun pa3peidaiin MoJIdaliInBoe IIOHMMaHue, HO OJIs PIeHa OTIIYCTUTE €€ IIPOCTO TaK OBITIO CITHUIITKOM



CJIOZKHO.

"¢ moimy ¢ ToOOM." en KMBHYJI TOJIOBOM, KaK OyOTO MbITancs yoeqguTts ceGs B TOM, YTO CKa3asl 3To.
— UTtan u g mogeM ¢ TOOOI.

"4 ckaszan 4To-TO, YTO 5 X04uy nmoutu?" UTaH npoTecToBal.

Opuako Xoym Oblyla Tak B3BOJIHOBAHA, Y3HaB, YTO OIM3HELB XOTEN MOUTH C Hell: «IIpaBaa?
KoneuHo, 51 OBl X0Tes1a, 4TOOH BB 00a MPUCOEIUHUINCH KO MHE B 9TOM ITyTEIIeCTBUM!»

"Jto HeT!" Jluguu 5Ta umes TOXKe He IOHPABUIACk. "

— ITouemy? Thl He X04elTb B3ATh UX C co60U? X0y KUHYa rojioBy Ha JIuguio. «OHU CUTIbHBIE U
HaflexkHble, OHU MOTYT ITIOMOYb BaM O0JIbIlle, YeM 51 MOTJjia OBl IPeI0KUTE.

— Onu 000poTHU, — yKa3asa Ha 3To Jlugus. « 060poTHU He IPUBETCTBYIOTCS B 3TOM L[apCTBe, Kyaa
MBI COOMPaAEMCsl OTIIPABUTHCSI».

«Keiic u Jlana momu Tyma». X0yl He X0Tesla yIIycKaTh BO3MOXKHOCTE B35ITh C CO00M GIM3HEIOB.

"9T0 gpyroii cny4ai!" Jlugus pacctpounack. OHa Oblla TOX0XKa Ha YeJoBeKa, KOTOPHIM TOTaeT
HOTaMHM OT Tr1TyO0Ko# mocanmbl. Ho, yBUIEeB pelIMMOCTh Ha ee Nulle, caanachk. «Xoporrno! Ho ecnu ¢
HUMH YTO-TO CIIYYUTCS, S BOOOIIE OTKa3kIBaloCh OpaTh Ha ce6si OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. OHU MOTYT ITOUTH C
HaMM, HO S He MOT'Y TapaHTUPOBATh UX 0€30IaCHOCTh>.

XOYI'I He Oblla YBE€DEHa, 6y;!1eT JIX TO, 9TO UX XKJET BIiepeau, OIIaCHBIM IJId HUX WJIM HET, TaK KaK
JIugus oTKalanach UX 3allUIIaTh. HOSTOMY OHaQ B3TJIAHYJIA Ha Hena.

"OTnuyHO." — CKa3aJl OH PeIUTEeNbHO. « ME MOXKEeM 3allIUTUTh Ce0s».

WitaH, cTosBIIME 03aau XOym U ero 61u3Hera, MOT TOJIbKO Ka4yaTh TOJIOBOM U [efaTh Iaru BIepes.
«[ToMHUMO 3aIUTH €€, 3TO MOTOMY, YTO Tebe TaKKe MHTEePeCcHO y3HaTh 0 LlapcTBe CeBepHOTO
KoBena, BepHO?»

OH MOT YHTATh HCTHHHLIE HAMEPEHHUS CBOEro O/IM3HeIa, KaK OTKPEITYI0 KHUTY. DTa aBAHTIOPHAS
cTopoHa MeHa Obl/la Ha TOM JKe 9HEPTHH, YTO U y AeByIIKH. Y MTaHa He OBIIO IIaHCa OTTOBOPUTH €T0
OT TOTO, YTO OBITIO PEIEeHO.
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