Ketlic mpeBpaTUiCs B CBOETO 3Bepsi, 6I0ro JMuKaHa, HO He UMeJI Hafl HUM BIIaCTU. ITO OBIIO MOYTH
TI0X0Ke Ha To, uTo Keiic Gbiyia HabmomaTeneM, KOTOPHIE Habmoman, Kak 3Beph BOET B TEMHYIO HOYb.

Boii 6eroro 3Bepst MPOIOIIKAJICS U 3By4Yall OUeHb TPEBOKHO, Kak OyATO 3Beph KOT'0-TO 3BaJl, Kak
OynTo 3Beph MPOCKUJI O TIOMOIIIH.

Bo3MoxkHO, cBeuHMIla OblIa ITpaBa, maxe Kelic moyyBcTBOBaja 007b B eT0 KpuKe. Benb 3Bepst Tak
IIOJITO TIOMIaBIsANI COOCTBEHHBIM XO3SIHH.

Ho Koro OH IMPOCHIT O TIOMOTITH?

Kaxk nabmiogarens, Keiic cTosin psmom ¢ 6enbiM JIMKaHOM, OH OTJISIAENICS U IOHSII, YTO He 3HaeT
3TOr0 MeCTa, OH HUKOTITIa PaHbIlle He ObI B TAKOM MECTE.

Keiic 4yBCTBOBaJI CIIOKOWCTBUE 3TOT'0 MECTa, Kak OyaTo 6apxaTucTas TpaBa, SPKUe IBETH U
OOWHOKOE [IePEBO 033X HETO [BIIIAIH, KUJIH.

OT0 OBbIT KPAaCUBHIM IBOP, OKPYXKEHHBIN (hakenamu. ICTOUHUK CBeTa, KPOME JIYHEI HABEPXY U €T0
3BEPSI, TPOJOJIZKAI BHITh BO UTO-TO, YETO OH HE MOT BUMIETh.

Keiic OBl TOpPazkeH, KOTa YCIIbIIai 3HaKOMBIi T0JI0C, KOTOPHIY eMy HpaBuicsi. OHa Ha3Bajla ero
AMI. ..

«Keic?»

X0y1'I IMOSsIBUIIACh U3 HUOTKYIA U BCTalld B HECKOJIBKUX METPaAX OT Oesoro nuKaHa, a Kelic MoOr TOJIBKO
CMOTPETHh Ha €€ KPAaCOTy, 3aBOPOXKEH TEM, KaK OHa OBUI'dJIaCh, © HEAOYMEHHEM B €€ I'JIa3aX.

XoyI 3Haja ero 3Beps, MO3TOMY 3Hasa, 4To 9T0 0OH. OfHAKO OHa He MOTJia BUIETh MyKUHUHY,
KOTOPHIN CTOSIIT PAOM C OeIbIM JTUKAaHOM, IIOCKOJIBKY €€ Tjla3a COCPeNOTOYMINCE Ha OIPYTroi ero
yactu. Ero gyma. Ero gyx. Ero 3Bepsb...

"Ketic, aTo TEI?" X0y CcHenaja HeCKOJIbKO IIaroB 6J1MKe, KOTa YCIblliana, Kak 3Beph 3aCKyIUI U
OIIYCTHJI TOJIOBY, maxke Keiic OB OII€JIOMJIEH TeM, KaK ero 3Beph Bes ce0s mepeq ux mapom.

3amMeIaTenbCTBO B INTa3axX X0yl UCYe3710, KOIfla OHa yBUesla OKpyKalolllee, B TOT MOMEHT, KOrfia
OHa yBuUIela 3Beps Keiica.

O4eBUOHO, 9TOT €T0 MaJleHbKH NPUSITENbh TOXKe ObLI yIUBIIEH 3TUM MECTOM, 3TO TaKXKe OCTaBUIIO
BOIIpOC A Keiicy; Kak OHa MOTrJjIa II0ImacTh Croga?



9T0 MecTO He OBIIO IapCTBOM CeBepHoro KoBeHa, 1 9TO TaK¥Xke He OBIJI0 YeJI0BEUECKUM IIapCTBOM.

Korga Xoyn nofo1iia JOCTaTOYHO G/IM3KO0 K 3BEPIO, OHA IIPOTSIHYIA PYKHU, YTOORI MTOTIaAUTh €0 110
T0JIOBE, ¥ 3BePh OTBETUJI, IIOATOJIKHYB €€ PYKY, IOOIIpPss ee OeflaTh 00Jblile, BUJISIS CBOUM IIYIINCTHIM
XBOCTOM.

C mpyro#t cTopoHHl, Kefic ropbko yneiOHynach. Ero 3Beph MOYTH KaK KOMHaTHast co0advkKa...

Ho 3aTem cnokolicTBue B riia3ax PuaHHB M3MeHHIOCH, KOT{la OHA C YZXKaCoM Ha6mox[ana 3a
YEeTHhIPbMS IIOJIOCKAMU Ha CIIMHE 3BEpP4. OnpeneneHHo T€ K€ PAaHbL, Y4TO U Y Keiica.

OHa okaMeHeJla, Be[b YPOAJIMBEIE PAHBl OUeHb GpocasuCh B I'1a3a Ha (oHe MITKOTro 6eJIoro Mexa
3Beps.

— YTto cnyuyunock? TH cKa3a, 4TO 03a00THIILCS O paHe? ee rojoc ObUT efiBa LIEMIOTOM, 1 ee I'la3a
HavaJld HalloJIHATHCS CIe3aMHu.

«Ila, s 1eyy CBOU PaHHI, HO 51 He 3HAI0, TI0YeMy S 0Ka3aJiCd 3[0eCh». KelC He MOIJI BULETh Iledasib B
ria3ax XoyIl, ee CTpax 3a Hero. — Kak Tel MoxkeIb OhITh 3[eCh?

Kelic mpoTaHYT PyKy, X0TeJ ObIJI0 IPUTSIHYTh XOYI B CBOX O0BSATHS, HO OH He MOT IIPUKOCHYTHCS K
HeW, CJIOBHO OBII CHeNIaH U3 OhIMA, €T0 pPyKa MPOLIIa CKBO3b €€ TEeNO.

Maro toro, Keuc TOIbKO 4TO IOHSJI, 4YTO XOYII HE MOXKET HU BUIETh, HU CJIBIIIATH €T0.

"Uto 3a uept?!" Keiic Brpyrascs cebe 1Mo HOC, TJAAS Ha CBOU PYKH, HO B HUX He OBbIJIO HUYETO
CTPaHHOTO.

OpHako, mo4YeMy OH He MOT IIPUKOCHYTBHCS K Hel?!

B sToT MoMeHT Kefic He 3HaJ, YTO OHM 00a HAXOASTCS B APYTOM U3MEPEHUH. DTO MECTO He
CYIIIeCTBOBAJIO.

Bposu Ketic Ty00K0 HaXMyPUITUCh, TIBITASICh OCMEBICITUTD BCIO 9TY CHUTYAI[HI0, ¥ 3aTeM OH IIPHUIIeN K
BBIBOJTY, YTO BCE 9TO KAK-TO CBSI3aHO CO CBEYHHUIION U CBEYOM, KOTOPYIO OHA 3aXKTJIla 0 TOTO, KaK
Ketic OvU1 31ECE.

[TocKoMBKY OH MOT TOJIbKO HabJiofaTh, Kak ero 3Beph obImaeTcs ¢ Xoyt, Kelic Mor TOJBKO KeJaTh,
4yTOOBI HEe CIIYYUIIOCh HUYETO TIJIOX0T0, KaK Oy[ATO 3Bephb CTajl JUKUM HJIA YTO-TO B 9TOM POJE...

Takum o0pa3oM, Korga XoyI ImbITanach MPUKOCHYTHCS K €r0 paHaM, a 3Bepb 3aphidaj, Keiic mpuion



B yXkac. .

«Het! Otoiinu, Xoyn! He nogxonu 6nuxke! He Tporait ero!» Keiic mpequpuHsi TIIETHYIO MOIBITKY
npenynpenuTsh XOyI, KOTAa Ta, Ka3ajaock, faxe He 3aMeTusla ero NpUCyTCTBUS TaM.

3Bephb MOT OTKYCHUTBb XOYII TOJIOBY 3a CEKYH[y, YOUB ee TaK ke JIeTKO, KaK OHIIIaTh, TOYHO TaK Xe,
KaK 3T0 OBIJI0 MHOT'O BEKOB Ha3aj. MallvHa s yOUNCTB, KPOBOXKATHBIN 3BEPb.

Keiic cMor nuIb, HEMHOTO paCCHa6I/ITBCH, Korma, Imo-BUOMMOMY, 3B€Db Y3HaAll UX IIapy U, KdK U Ketic,
He X0TeJI IDUYNHATh en Bpena. 9TOro NOHMMAHUS OBIIO JOCTATO4YHO, YTOORI YCIIOKOHUTE €ro0.

OpHako BHE3AITHO BCE BOKPYT HUX IIPEBPATUIIOCH B THICSYN MEPLAIOIIAX OTHEN. ITHU OTHU IapUIIU B
BO3MyXe, U IIpH ONnxKaillleM pacCMOTPEHUH MOXKHO OBIJIO YBULIETh MOPE CBETIITYKOB...

[Te#i3ax OBIT HACTOJIBKO 3aXBATHIBAIOILIUM AYX, YTO 9TO OBITIO MOYTH KaK B TOT MOMEHT, Korma Keiic
0Ka3aJiCsl B CTPaHe MEPTBHIX.

CBeTISIUKY B3JIETENIH B BO30YX, IIPpeXae 9eM uX 1mo3aboTun BETEp, KOTOpBII7I YHEC UX B HOYHOE He0o.

HeGormbImoi B310X, copBaBInuiicst ¢ ry6 Xoy, cka3zan Keiicy, 4To IIPOMCXOOUT YTO-TO ellle, ¥ KOorha OH
00epHYyJICs, 4YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh, OH CTaJl CBULIeTENIEM TOT0, KakK Oesblil 3Beph MPUCOEIUHUIICS K
CBeTy, KOTrfia caM IIpeBpaTUiICId B CBETJISTUKOB.

YT0 npoucxonuno?!

3Bepb 3aKPHIJI I'Jla3a ¥ u30all TIOCTIEQHUM BCXJIUII, U IIPOCTO OBIMUIICSA, €T0 06pa3 CTaJl Pa3SMEITHIM...

He Tomnpko XoyIl He IIOBepuia TOMY, YTO yBUOeNa, faxe Kelic He MOrya MOHSATH, YTO 3TO 3HAYHUT.

Keiic MOpruyn, u Bce UCYe310, U TEIlePb OH BEPHYJICS B CTAPhIM Mara3uH, CTOS IIepef CTapou
CBEYHUIION CO CBEYAMHU.

"Yto 970 6B1I0?" ET0O BOIIPOC MPO3ByYasa OYEeHb XPHILIO.

— TBoli 3Bepb yMUpaeT, — CKa3ajla Kpucrana CBOMM HU3KUM rojocoM. «THl faxke CBOeMy 3BEpIO He
LOBEpAENIb»."

«Bam 3BEPb IIPOCUT IIOMOIIH Y BallleTO IMTOMOIITHUKA».
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