«AHTeJI, BOCIUTAaHHBIY TaKo¥ BembMoM, Kak CepedrHa», — B3moxHyna JlaHa u mobaBuia. «B KoHIIe
KOHIIOB, Y Hee eCTh YepTa YyeoBeKa».

«Xopo11o, MOXKeT OBITh, OHa YOBET Hac, eciu y3HaeT 06 aToM». B ToM, Kak 3To cka3an Ketic, OB
IOMOp, HO 3aTeM YCTaJIOCTh YyTh He cOuIa ero ¢ Hor. — JlaBal MOroBopuM 06 3TOM MO3XKE... — OH
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK €Tr0 BEKHU OMYCTUIIHCh.

Y xorpma oHM HAIIM HOMeP CBOel KOMHaTHI, Kelic OTKPEHII ABEPSh, THYJI CBOM Tydu 1 Opocun
PIOK3aK, IIpexfe YeM HallpaBUJICS B BaHHYIO.

«CHayara 5 MpuMy AyII», — TPo60opMOTasl OH U TIOIIEJNICS MPSMO K APYToi ABepu. Bckope mocre
9TOTO TOCIIBIIIAJICS IIyM OeTyuie BOIbL.

JlaHa mocTaBUIIa CBOY PIOK3aK U 0OBICKAJIA 3Ty MaJIEHbKYI0 KOMHATY. JTa KOMHATA I€HCTBUTEIILHO
TIOAXOMMIIa TOJBKO AJIST OMHOTO YesioBeka. OmHOCTIaIbHAS KPOBAaTh, OMHOMECTHEIM JUBAH U
HeOOIbIIOoH MKAaQYUK PSAOM C KPOBAThHIO, HAJl HUIM HOYHUK.

JlaHa ycTaBuIach Ha AWBaH, OH OBLT CITUIIKOM Masl s Teja Keiicu, HO oHa Oblila COBEPIIIEHHO
yBepeHa, uTo Kelic He COrIaCUTCS, €C/TM OHA MIPEAJIOKUT eMy 3aHSTh KPOBATh.

[To kKakou-To nmpuunHe JlaHa o4YeHb HEPBHUYAJIA ¥ HUKAK He MOrJjla yCIoKouThcs. OHa Kycasa ryos u
BpeMs OT BpeMeHU CMOTpeJla Ha IBepb BaHHOM, CJIbIIIA, KaK Oeryias Bofa B KOHIIE KOHIIOB
OCTAHOBUJIACH.

W3-3a Hee BhIIen Kelic Ha ¢oHe TyMaHa OT rops4el Bofbl. ETo BaXKHEBIE BOJIOCH ¥ KAIlJIs BOMH,
CTEKAaBIIAs II0 ero Iilee, BHITJISAEIN NOCTAaTOYHO COoOIa3HUTENIbHO B IJ1a3ax JIaHH.

Moiomo# 060poTeHb He MOT OTOPBAThH OT HETO rjia3, 0COOeHHO Korfa ero 6emas GyTOoiKa uneanbHO
obrerasna ero mpecc.

— ¢ 3aKoHYuU, Teneps 5 Oymy cnaTh, — roynoc Kerica O 04eHb TSXKENEIM, @ ero Ij1a3a Mo4Tu
3aKpPHUIKChH, KOTIa OH IOJOIIeN K auBaHy. OH BHITSHYJICS Ha 9TOM MaJIeHbKOM JUBAHYUKE U 3aKPHIUT
TJla3a C ellle MOKPEIMU BojiocaMu. Kelic cMepTenbHO yCTall.

JlaHa 3aKycuia ryoy, yKpagkou B3rIsiHYB Ha Kelica, 1 oOHapyxKuja, YTO JIMKaH 3aCHY 3a
curTaHHBIe CeKyHbl. Kak 060poTHH, OHU 0OBIYHO 0071afaioT 00JIbIIel BHIHOCIMBOCTHIO, YeM JI00kIe
OpyTHue CyllecTBa, HO Ha 9TOT pa3 Kelc BHITIAIEN OUEHb UCTOIIEHHBIM 13-3a CBOEH PaHHI.

BcTpsxHYB rojioBol, 4TOOB BHIKUHYTH U3 I'OJIOBH KAKy0-TO TPSA3HYIO MEICIb, JIaHa IolIa B BAaHHYIO,
YTOOB! IPUHSATE XOJIOTHBIN AL



[TepBast HOBOCTE, KOTOPYI0 CepeduHa Mmoay4dnsa, Kak TOIbKO OHa IpuOkIa B ropon KpacHoi peku,
OblTa: aHTeJI-XPaHUTE b, KOTOPHIH ObIT TOMOITHHKOM Topaka, ObIT TOCIHTATU3UPOBAH.

OHa MoHATHS He UMella, Kak aHres 3abonen? Cyas o TOMY, YTO OHA CJIbIIIana, Topak JOBOIBHO
X0poIro obpalancs co CBOel apol, a 3To 03Hayvasno, 4To CepeduHa mMorna yoepeds cebs OT
HEHYKHOHM OpaMbl, TaKOH Kak; yOexkmas IMKaHa MPUHSITh CBOIO APy ¥ 00BSICHSIS BAaXKHOCTh UX
CUTYaIIUH.

CepedrHa Moria TOIBKO JOTagblBaThCs, YTO aHTrell 3a00es 0OBIYHEIM TPUIIIIOM, KaK U 1000k
HOPMaJIbHBEIY 4yesoBeK. OHa UCKIYUIia BapyuaHT, KOr4a MEICTb 0 Topake cTaja JXeCTOKOU 110
OTHOIIEHUIO K 0eIHOMY aHTeTy.

OpHako B TOT MOMeHT, Korfa CepeduHa npubbiia B 00IbHUILY, TOJIBKO TOT{Ia OHA IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA YTO-
TO TTOHO3PHUTEIIBHOE.

9Tax, Ha KOTOPOM HaXOOUJIKUCh Topak u ero MaJeHbKUM MPUSTENb, 04€Hb TIIATEIbHO OXPAHSJICS.
JInkaH mpoxazkuBascs BOKpyT, u CepedrHa IOUyBCTBOBAJIa HAMPSIXKEHNE B BO3IYXeE.

Maio Toro, TOT GakT, 4To Topak MPemoCTaBUII TAKYI0 YpPEe3MEPHYIO 3alIUTy, MOT CKa3aTh TOJBKO 00
OIHOM; [OJIKHO OBITH YTO-TO CIIYYHUIIOCH C aHT€IOM-XPAaHUTEIIEM.

Cepeduna npoinack 10 KOPUAOPY, IOCkIas CBOI0 Maruio TyHa ¥ Clofa, TaK YTO HUKaKHWe OXpaHHUKH
He MOTJIM BMEUIAThCs, YTOOB OCTAaHOBUTH €e.

9T0 OBITIO JOBOJILHO JIETKO, KOTIa THl MOT MAHUITY/IMPOBATh OPYTUMHU JIIOObMHU, KaK Tl XOYelllb, B
TeueHUe OIpee/ieHHOr0 KOIM4YecTBa BpeMEHH, U B CUMTaHHbIe ceKyHIb CepedrHa CTOsIIa epeq
TIOJIOTIEYHBIM aHTeJla-XpPaHUTES.

«VVIP...» ycmexHynack Cepedpuna. C gpyroii CTOpOHE ABEPU OHA MOTJIa C/IBIIIATE IIyM U3HYTPHU.

910 OymeT mepBHIM pa3, Korga oHa CHOBa BCTPETUTCS CO BTOPHIM OGpaToM [IKefpeKa, U B OTJIUYHE OT
Keiica, CepedrHa He CIUIIKOM 3HAKOMa C HUM.

WM3-3a cunbHOrO BeTpa Ha ynulle Cepeduna Oblyia ofeTa B BETPOBKY U Ilab Ha Iee. TOJIKHYB OBEPD,
OHa YBEpEHHO Bola. " He MemIai?"

JlaHa BBHIITA U3 BAaHHOM, BHITTIAMleNIa CBeXel U HeMHOro 00Jiee 9HEPIrUYHOM 110C/Ie XOPOIIEero AyIia.
OHa Orlna ofeTta B pyTOONIKY ¥ CIOPTUBHEIE LITAHHL TOTO K€ KOPUYHEBOTO IIBETA.

Ee meku PaCKpaCHEJIUCh, a MOKPEBIE€ BOJIOCEI C HECKOJIBKMMMU KaIlJIIMHU YIIAJIX Ha I10JI, BEIPBABIIINCH



M3-II0[ IIOJIOTEHIIA.

Tem He MeHee, TIEPBBIM, YTO IIPUBJIEKIIO €€ BHUMaHUe, ObIJT TUXUM 3BYK TAKEJIOTO OBIXaHUS,
NOHOCUBIIMICS C JUBaHa, Ha KOTOPOM ceidac crnas Kerc. KoHEYHO, 3TOT 3ByK UCXOOUJI OT HETO.

CrnoBHO MyK4YMHa Ha AuBaHe OBUI rpaBUTalel ee CylleCTBOBaHUs, JIaHa paccessHHO MOJOIIa K
HeMy, U B TOT MOMEHT, KOT'la OHa IOHsJIa, YTO [eflaeT, ee pyKa Morjlafuiia Markue BoJIOCH Keiica,
yOupas mpsau C ero Jula.

JlaHa He 3HaJa, OTKyMa y Hee Takas CMeJIOCTh, HO TOT GaKT, uTo Kelic maxe He MPOCHYJICS IOCIIE ee
IPUKOCHOBEHWUS, MOOYKaasl ee CoeaTh OOJbIe, Y4eM 3TO.

Tpscyieiicss pyKoi OHa IIpoBejia TOHKUMHU TajbllaMy 110 TUHKAU nopgboponka Keiicu, Hacmaxmasach
3pEeNHILEM TOTO, HACKOIBKO Celiyac ysI3BUM 3TOT YEJIOBEK.

Keiic oueHb yCTal ¥ UCIBITBIBA TAKyl0 CUIIbHYIO 60JIb, UYTO HE MOT IIOHSITh, YTO C HUM fiejlaeT
[eBYyIIKa, KOTOPOU! OH [OBEPSIL.

JlaHa TsXKeJ0 CTJIOTHYJIA, KOTfa ee rja3a HaclaXkOaauch BUIOM IOJNHEIX Ty0 Kelica, KOTOphIe Clerka
IPUOTKPLITKUCE. Ee cepaiie 6bICTPO OMIIOCH O TPYIHYIO KJIETKY, ¥ OHA 3a0eCIIOKOMIIACh, UTO €r0 3BYK
pa30ymut Keiica.

Jlana xoTena YGpaTB CBOHY PYKH U He X0TeJla ceryac BOCIIOJIb30BaThCs 0€CCO3HATEILHEIM COCTOSHUEM
Keiicu, HO BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI OTTOJIKHYTBCHA, Jlana peliniia HaKJIOHUTLCA.

Ona cnerka 3aMsach, Korga pecHunsl Kelicu cnerka gporuyiy, JlaHa 3aMepria B CBOEH IO3e,
KoTopas Obljla BCETO B KyJlaKe OT HETO.

OpHako, Korma geixaHue Kelica cTazo pOBHEIM M OH, Ka3aJI0Ch, He o0Opallay BHUMAHKS Ha TO, YTO
MOJKHO OBIIO CIIy4YuThCs, JlaHa HaKJIOHUIIACh ONIUXKe.

OHa He 3HaJa, YTO HAIIUIO HA Hee, YTOOH UMETh 9Ty UOEI0 UJIN 3Ty CMEJIOCTE, YTOORI COoellaTh 3TO...

Bce, 4To OHa 3Hasa, y Hee Oosblile He OyfeT APYroro IIaHca.
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