— Mory 51 cupocuTh Bac Koe 0 ueM? X0y 6klla 04eHb OCTOPOXKHA C TEM, YTO XOTeJla CKa3aTh
Iajbllle, OHA 3aep3aJia Ha CTYyJie, ¥ ee allleTUT Pomal.

Keiic mouyBCTBOBAJ €e HEPBO3HOCTH U CEJI PSOM C Hel. BEIJI0 Tak pefKo BUAETh X0yI 0€CIIOKOMHOM
PSIOM C HUM, KOT[Ia OHA XOTeJla YTO-TO CIIPOCHUTE.

"Uto 910?" Keiic HAKIOHUIICS CITUIITKOM O/I13K0 K XOYII, M3-3a Yero OHa OTKHMHYJIAach Ha3af,.

«4 X049y 3HATh, YTO O3HAYAET...» XOY]'I He 3Halla, Io4YeMy BOPYT CTaJI0 OYE€Hb TPYOTHO PA3roBapUBAThH
¢ Keticom. OHa HHUKOTIA paHbIlle HE 9YBCTBOBAJIa cebs Tak.

"M3?" Kelic MOATONIKHYTI €e, OH HaXMYyPHUJICS, MY CTaJio JTI0OO0IEITHO, YTO X04YeT CKa3aTh eMy XOYII,
IIOCKOJIPKY OHa HUKOTZa paHblile Tak ce0s He Befa.

— XM... — XOyI OmyCTHa rojioBy.

"Xm?" Kelic HakIoHUICS elle 60bille, 4TOOH YBUETh BEIpaXkKeHUe ee JIMlla, CKPhITOe 3a 3aHaBECKOU
€e IIMHHABIX YePHBIX BoJloC. «YT0? Th 3aCTaBlsIellb MEHSI HEPBHUYATH>.

Ecnu Xoym mpomomkuT BecTu cebs Tak, BooOpaxkeHnue Kelic pa3pirpaeTcs, ¥ OH HauHeT BooOpaxaTh
camoe Xymiee.

— YT0 TaKoe... «IPHUATeIb»? XOyII MOMHSIIA T'0JIOBY TOIBKO /IS TOTO, YTOOH YBUAETH Nuilo Keiica
BCET0 B HECKOJIbKUX CAHTHMETPax OT Hee. ITO YCKOPUIIO ee cephanebueHue.

C mpyroit cTopoHHI, Borrpoc Xoym 3acTan Ketica Bpacmiox. [TouemMy BAPyT OHa crpocuia 00 3ToM?
Wnu, 4uTo 60s1ee BaxXHO, OBIJIO; OT KOT'O OHA 3Haja 00 9ToM?

Keiic Obin1 yBepeH, uTo JlaHa HUKOTIa He YIIOMSHET 4T0-To ofo6Hoe, He ToBops yxke 0 Cepedune. ¥
BeIbMHI BCETIa HauOeTCs 3aHSATHe II0BaKHEe, YEM TOBOPUTD O «IIPUSATEIIE».

BripaxeHnue nuiia Keiic mpeBpaTuiock u3 a000IEITHOTO B elle 6osee mo6oneTHOE. "OT KOr'0 BH
CTIBIIIAIM 00 9TOM MaJIbImKa?"

«§1 He ManeHbKasi». Xoyn mpobopMoTasna cebe mom Hoc. E#f He HpaBuiock, Korga Kedic Bcerga gymait
0 Heli KaK 0 MaJIeHbKOM pebeHKe.

«Xopor1o», Kelic He IOTePSIJT CBOET'0 CEPbe3HOT0 BhIpaxKeHus. "OT KOTo BhI CHIBIIANINA 00 3TOM
Hapexma?"

«4...» Xoyn 3a0blsia HAUTH OJIST 3TOTO OpaBHaHue. «f... JlaHa cKa3aja MHe...» — 3TO0 OBIJIO JIyYIIlee,



4YTO OHa MOTJIa IPUOYMATh B 3TOT MOMEHT.

Ho, koHeuHO, 3T0 OBI710 HeBeposiTHO s Kelica, Tak KakK OH CJIMIIKOM XOPOIIIO 3HAJ CBOIO MaJIeHbKYIO
IIOJIPYTY, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH 3a00THUJICSA O ee KaKalllkaX C TeX I0p, KaK OHa Oblsia elre peOeHKOM.

— XoyT, TH ke 3Haelllb, YTO s 3HA0, YTO THI JIKelllb, BepHO? Kelic OblT youBiieH, 4To X0y Havaia
€My BparTh,

Y Xoyn nosiBusics COGCTBEHHEIN CEKpeT.

«BBI HE 0TBeYaeTe Ha MOM BOIIPOC». XOYII IBITajach CKPEITh CBOIO HEPBO3HOCTH, IEUCTBYS CMEJIO, HO
Keiic Bumien 3T0 CKBO3b €€ IIJI0XOU IIOCTYIIOK.

— Trl TOXKe He 0OTBeYaelllb Ha MOU BOIIPOC. — Bo3pa3un Keiic.

— Ho s cHauana cupocuna Te6si. Hajexkna He XoTesla OTCTyIaTh. Pa3 oHa crpaimrBana 06 3TOM, TO
el Hy?KHO OBLJIO HAUTHU OTBET.

Heoxupanno oteetun Keiic. ««Mate» — poacTBeHHas Oylla AJi MOEro Buaa. KTo-To, KoMy CyKAeHO
OLITEL C TOOOM [0 KOHIIA TBOEH BEUHOCTU».

"XM?" Ha 3TOT pa3 uMeHHO Xoyn OblJla yAUBIeHa pe3KocThio Kelica. «Kak geBymika u 0oiidppeHn?
Myx u KeHa?» 3T0 ObIJT caMblit 6TU3KUY TPUMED, KOTOPHIM XOyI MOTJia IIPeCTaBUTh.

3BYK TOPTAHHOI'0 CMeXa 9XOM pa3HecCs II0 CTOJIOBOM, Korfa rpyab Keiica OpICTpO mogHUMasac u
omyckasnac. OH HUKOTHa He IyMaJjl 0 CYyIpPYyKeCKO# CBA3HM B TAKOM KJTIOYe.

Bynb TO mapeHb U IeBYyIIKA UITM MyXK U JKeHa, OMHaXK[Ibl Halas cebe mapy, Be OymeTe CBSI3aHBI
BMeCTe [0 KOHIIa CBOEeM KU3HH, TI09TOMY 3T TUTYJIbI HUUEro He 3HayaT [ cebe MomoOHbIX.

"Tlouemy TH cMeelrbca?" X0y QrIPKHYIa, pa3gpaxkeHHas, IOTOMY 4To Kelic Halllon ee 3asiBlIeHUeE
3abaBHBIM. OHa CKa3aa 4TO-TO He TakK? [loueMy OH CMesiJiCS OT AyIIu?

— Hy, Te1 MoXKelIb Tak cKa3aThb. Kelic yxMmbutbHYyIICA. "OgHAK0?" B 3TOT MOMEHT X0yl O4EHb
3aMHTepecoBajiac Ux MUPOM, 9TO OBLI IEPBHIM pPa3, KOT4a OHa TOBOpHUA Ha TaKylo TeMY, XOTS [0
atoro Keiic u JlaHa 00bICHUIN KOe-4TO 00 UX MUPE, HO 3TO ObLJIO TOJIBKO YTO-TO Ha IIOBEPXHOCTH.
«Ha1 Bup BEICOKO IIeHUT Hallly Iapy». Kelic OTKUHYJICS Ha CIUHKY CULEHbA. «Jlaxke 3TU TePMUHEL
3By4aT HEYMECTHO».

«Ho 2T0 He O0TBETHIIO Ha MOM BOIIPOC, ITIOYEMY TEI CMeeIIbCs?» XOYI'I BCe ellle He HPaBUJIOC TOT (l)aKT,
YTO Haf Hell CMEeITCsA. — B MOeM 3asBIIEHUN €CTh YTO-TO CMEITHOe?



"Het." Kelic mokauaj rojI0BOA. "

"Yto TH UMeelIs B BULy?" X0yl MOPTHYJA, MBITasiCh pa3odpaTh HHGOPMALIHUIO.

«Korga uenmoBek cKasall, YTO yMpeT 3a CBOero napTHepa, OOJIBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX CKa3alu OBl 3TO
0o0pa3Ho, a B HallleM CJIy4yae MHI ceflaeM 3To OyKBanbHO». Kelic mocMoTpen Ha X0yl ¢ HICKOPKOH B
IpeKpacHBIX ToyOrIxX riaa3ax. «2Kuthk 6e3 maphl CKy4Ho». — mobaBun Keiic.

B 3HaueHUU «CKY4YHBIU» 3TO OBLIO IPeyMeHbIIeHNEM TOT0, KaKyl0 KU3Hb IPOoXKU Kelic 1o Toro, Kak
Ha1es XOyIl.

— Bay... — npotsinyna Xoyn. — 3By4uT... POMaHTUYHO.

Keiic cHOBa paccMmescs. «4 He 3Hal0, CUUTAETe M BBl CMEPTh POMaHTUYHOM».

— Hrak... — Xoyn oTKamsiack. ITOT BOIIPOC 3aCTaBUJI ee HEPBHUYATE elre 00JIbIlle, 4eM mpexme. "

XOYI'I Imo4ecajia 3aThIJIIOK U PACCEeAHHO IIOUT'Pajia BOJIOCAMH. Xors Ketic 3Ha, 4TO XOYH CIIPDOCHUT

dalbIlie, OH HU4YEero He CKa3aJl, IIOTOMY 4YTO XOTe€II, yTOOBI OHA 9TO CKa3asa.

— JlaHa? B TOT MOMEHT, KOTf]a 9TO UMSI COPBAJIOCH C ee T'y0, OHA Obllla COBEPIIEHHO YBEPEHA, YTO 3TO
TOJIPKO OHA HAlllIa MIPEMJIOT, YTOOH TOOTBEPAUTE CBOM MTO03DEHUS.

Keiic yneIOHYICS €¥, 0OUeHb TeIJIO U He I0X0XkKe Ha ero JAypalKyio yiIel0Ky, KOTOPYIO OH BCermia
ITOKA3hIBAJI e BCe 3TO BpeMs. «Hamerocs, eC/Iu Bbl XOTUTE IIOTOBOPUTDL 00 9TOM, 5 IIPefIosaraio, 4To
BBl YK€ 3HAETe, KTO 9TOT YEJI0BEK».

Xoymn TsSXKeJo CTI0THYJa, OTBOAS ero B3risaa. — He 3Hato, — mpoGopMoTasa oHa. [Touemy BOpyT
atMmocdepa cTana oueHb TsaxKenon? OHa HUKOTHA paHbllle He YyBCTBOBaja cebsi Tak KaXabli pas,
KOTZla pasroBapuBaia ¢ Keiicom.

"9To THL." KelC cKa3ai 3TO IO CYLIeCTBY. «THl MOU APYI».

"XM?" HeCMOTPS Ha TO, UTO ee [loTafika OKa3anach BepHOi, X0y Bce paBHO OblJia yAUBIIEHA, YTO
Kelic Tak nerko aTo nmpu3Hari.
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