B TOT MOMEHT, KOTTia Keiic OTKDPGHIJI OABEPE CIIAJIBHY, €T0 I''fa3aM OTKPBIJIACH IIOJTHAA ThMa, HO OH
IIO3BOJIAJI 3TOMY 6BITB, TaK KadK IIPEeKPaCHO BUOEJI CBOIO IIaPy B TAKOM COCTOSHHUH.

MarneHnbpKoe Tesnblle X0yl CKOPYHUIIOCH IIOT OfEsITIOM, 3aKPHIBABIIKM BCIO ee GUTYPY, BOKPYT Hee OblIH
pa3bpocaHbl IOAYIIKY, €CIU He U3-3a €e HEPOBHOTO JBIXaHUsI, TO OHa UOeasbHO CIIPSTanach B
CcOOCTBEHHOU KPOBATH.

Ketic BoII B KOMHATY U IIPUCEN Ha Kpaii ee KpoBaTH, OTOPOCUB HECKOJIBKO IIOAYIIEK, YTOOBI
mo06IKe PaCCMOTPETh CBEPTOK PSIOM C COOOM.

Pacmmpus rna3sa, Kefic mornapun Xoym 1o rojioBe, HO HUYEro He CKa3all.

OHU [OJNT0o MOTYAlX, ¥ TOJIBKO ee PEIgaHus u abixaHue Kelic OBITIO CBIIIHO B TEMHOM CITajIbHE.

Tak MpoJoIXanoch A0 TeX MOP, II0Ka MaJleHbKas eBOYKa He pelllnjia BBIUTHA U3 CBOEr0 YKPHITUS U
mocMoTpena Ha Kelic 3aliakaHHEIMY T'JIa3aMu.

Xoyn ayMmara, 4To Keiic He CMOXKeT pa3risageTh ee B 3TOM TeMHOTe, HO Kelic Bce paBHO MOT BUOETH
ee, maxe cnaboe HampsKeHUEe CTPYSIIUXCS CIe3 Ha ee IeKax UM ee MOKphle pecHuIbl. OH MOT
BUMIETH BCE 3TO.

«CepedrHa cTepiia BOCIIOMUHaHUA MOUX Apy3el 000 MHe». ['onoc Xoyn oka3ancs 60jiee XpUILIIbIM,
YyeM OHa [lyMasia, HO 3TO He IOMeIIano ei moxamnosaThcs Keiicy. «Eit He Hy>KHO OBIZIO 3TOTO [EeJaTh,
BepHO? Tak OHa MeHs HaKa3aja?»

Keiic He MOT criepXkKaThCsi, KOTa OH IIOTHSI Tejio XOyI U IIocaful ee K cebe Ha KOJIeHHU, B35JI ee Ha
PYKH ¥ TIOXJIOMAJI [0 CIIMHE, YTOOHI YCIIOKOUTh €€ YHHIHUE.

9T10 cpaboTano, Korpa Xoym nepecTaja BCXJIUIEIBATh U YTKHYJIACh JIUIIOM €MY B TPYIb.

«CepeduHa He HaKa3biBasla Te0s, 3TO ee CI1ocob 3amuTUTh Tebsi». Kelic cka3aa TUXUM TOJIOCOM, OH
YCIIBIIIAJI, KaK X0yl HacMeXaeTcsl Hag TKaHbIO ero pyOalllKu, ¥ 9TO 3aCTABHUIIO €T0 PACCMEeSIThCS. « 41
COTJIaCeH C BaMH, YTO €€ METOH BHITJITOUT OUeHb JKeCTOKKUM, HO OHAa X04eT nobpa, HO He 3HaeT, Kak
TI0KA3aTh 3Ty CTOPOHY CBOMX SMOLIUI».

Keiic 3Ham, 4TO TO, UTO OH Ceryac roBopuI, OblIO paBao#. OH 3HAET ee yKe MHOTO CTOJIETUH, U
maxke KOTMa OHMU elrle ObIIM B CBOEM KOPOJIEBCTBE, 10 TOT'0, KAaK CITy4MJIach BeJIMKasl BOMHA, UMEHHO
OH BCerjia MOT XOPOIIIO JIAAUTh C Hel BO BpeMs ee IpeOLIBaHus B 3aMKe.

Ecnu Ovl 0H ogyMar 00 3TOM, OH AOJIKeH OblI OBl TOPOUTHCS CO00M, TIOTOMY UTO HEe MHOTHE JIIOAH
MOTIM BBIIEPKATh €€ OCTPHIM S3BIK U U3BOPOTIIMBOE 3aMeYaHue.



"Ona Takas 31mas!" MaleHbKUY aHTes B pyKax Kelc Kycarscs, el He HpaBUIOCh, KOT[la OH 3alllyIlan
BebMY, ¥ OH MOT TOJIbKO CKPHUBUTHCS, YCHBIIIAB PE3KUM I00C XOYII.

«41 3nat0. 4 3Ha10...» Kelic mornafu ee mo roaose, YTOOH YCIIOKOUTH CBOM THEB.

«OHU He BCIIOMHSIT MeHsI». XOYyII CHOBA PHIfaja U MPOomoIKana 60pMOTaTh O BOCIIOMUHAHUSX,
KOTOPHIE OHA CO3[laBajia C IPYTUMH CBOMMHU APY3bsIMU B TeUeHNE HECKOJIbKUX YacoB, BHIpazxKas CBOe
pa3ovapoBaHue, B TO BpeMs Kak Kelc TOJIbKO MbI4aJl, TOATBEPKIAs ee XKalo0H.

«41 THITaNach IPUBIIEYb €T0 BHUMAHUE, U MBI Pa30eXKajiucCh, HO IIOCIIE€ 9TOTO OH OOJIbIIEe He BCIIOMHUT
060 MHe...» — OypuaHue X0y HOCTHUTJIO TOTO MOMEHTA, KOTHa OHA 3ar0BOPHUIA O MaJIbuUKe U3 ee
KJIacCa, B KOTOPOT'0 OHA BIIIOOUIIACE.

"Hero?" Pyka, nmornapusiuas XoyIl II0 CIMHE, OCTAHOBUJIACH, KOTHa €ro TeJlo Hanpsarinock. Keiic
0o0HapYXKUJI, YTO CTUCHYI 3yOHl. "Kakoi Mampyuk?"

Kak 6yaTo oHa TOMBKO YTO OYHYJIAach OT CBOMX HOJITMX MedTaHUi, Xoyn Oblla IopaXkKeHa, OHa He
3HaJIa, I0YeMy OHa YyBCTBOBaJia ceOst 0ueHb KOM(OPTHO, ¥ BHIIIAIUIA 3Ty UCTOPHUIO O fHe.

Tonbko Anucca u PeHa 3Hanu, 4To OHa BII00OJIEHA B HETO, a TaKXKe IOMOTJIA XOYII CO37aTh
BO3MOXKHOCTb ITIOTOBOPUTEL C HUM BO BPeMS UX IlepephiBa. fAH ObLI CTApIINM, BCETO Ha iBa Tofia
cTaplile Ux.

— Moii cTapumii... — po6ko ckasana Xoym, Kycas Ty6sl. OHa He 3HaJla, C Yero BAPYT 3aHepBHUYATIa
13-3a TOro, 4uTo cooburumna 06 atoMm Keiicy.

,]:[J'If[ OEBYIIKHU IIPDUMEPHO €€ BO3PaCTa OBITI0 HOPMAaJIBHO BITIIOOMTHLCS B OPYyToro mmapH4i, BepHO?

Xoymn He OvlNa yBepeHa, coryaceH ju Kedic ¢ 3Toi TIOTMKOM, Cys 0 ero peakluu MpsiMo ceidac.

— A tH1 uT0? OH Tebe HpaBUTCA? — HemoBepuuBo crpocun Keiic. O, CeneHa...

ThI He TOJIBKO TTOfApHiIa MHE ITyCKaloIlero CaioHu pefeHKa B KaueCTBe MOeH Iaphl, HO Teleph, Korma
OHa BBIPOCJIA, e} MeWCTBUTEIbHO HPABUTCS MaJIbUYMK-TIOMPOCTOK? ITO CIIUIIKOM TSIXKeJIO OJIs HETO...

Kak nmukaH Mor KOHKYPHPOBATH C MAJIbYXUKOM, KOTOPOMY €[0Ba UCIIOJTHUJIOCh MISATHAOIATh?
[IaTHaOUaTH IET OBLITH HUYEM B €T0 Mupe. Takoe KOIM4YeCTBO BpeMeEHH IIPOJIETUT B MTHOBEHHUE OKa.

Xyxe Bcero 6b110 TO, 9T0 Ketic He Mor cka3aTh XOyII, UTO OHa Oblsa ero mapo, 4eI0BeKOM,
KOTOPOMY OH IIOCBSIIa KaXkIbIM B300X ¥ KaXKIEI! yIap CBOETo cepala...



C Kako¥ KeCTOKO! peaTbHOCTHIO IIPUIIIIOCH CTOJKHYTHCS Keiicy...

Y Teneps OH OB BEIHYKEH YCIIBIIATh, KaK €ro MpUsTellb XKaloBajcs Ha APyroro napHs, 6e3
KOTOPOT'0 OH HUYETr0 He MOT CHeaTh!

I'me Obina 9Ta OpayHas CBsI3b, KOTOPYIO YyBCTBOBAJIU ObI BCe TTOMOITHUKMN-000poTHU? Heyxenu oHa
TOXKe He 4yBCTBOBaJsia? TOJIBKO OH MOT YyBCTBOBATh IIPUTAKEHUE?

O BepHo! CepecduHa yrmoMsHy1a 06 3TOM, TOIBKO OH 3TO IIOYYBCTBYET, U MaT-IIPUBsA3Ka AelCTBOBala
TOJIBKO Ha HETo, a He ¢ 06eUx CTOPOH.

[To-mpyromy Xoym Morja BOOISATHCS B OPYTUX MyKYKH TaK, Kak ed OblJI0 YTOgHO U 3a Hero? Ketic
0o0peyeH ...

B aTor MoMeHT Ketic Obln pag ¥ BHE3AIIHO ITOYYBCTBOBAJ KejlaHKe mobnarogaputh CepeduHy 3a To,
YTO OHA Chenana.

YT0 K, COYYBCTBHE ¥ ITeYalib, KOTOPhIe OH MCILITHIBA K XOYII, KCITAaPUIIKCh B BO3AYXE C TEX MOP, KaK
Xoyn yrnoMsiHyJ1a CBOETo cTapiuero, fHa.

«XMm. 4 xouy, uTo6rl CepedrHa cTepiia He TOJIBKO €r0 BOCIIOMUHAHUS, HO U €T0 CYILIEeCTBOBAHUEY.
Keiic 3aBopuas, Korpa ycisiiasi, 4To Xoym 60pModeT 00 3TOM MaslbyuKe.

Xoym nopHsIa ronoBy: «4T0?» oHa He Oblla yBepeHa B TOM, 4TO YCblana oT Keica.

"Huuero takoro." Kelic mokaydarsn rojoBoM, MEITasiCh ©30aBUTLCS OT PEBHOCTH, KOTOpas Hadala
3apoXKOaThCs B er0 rpyau. «C DHEM POXKAEHUS, MOM aHTel».

"0, Touno! Cerogasa MoH feHb poxpaeHUs!" X0yl B3BOJIHOBAHHO 3aroBopuia, 1 Kelic HaKJIOHUIICS,
4yTOORI IIOIIeJI0OBATE €€ B JI00.
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