— HWrTak, Kyma B nougeTe manblie? Kelc yMeno 3ameTtan BOJIOCH XOYII, B TO BpeMs KaK MaleHbKas
IeBOYKa UTpajia Co CBOEH KYKJIoW 0eIoro BOJIKA U APYTOM KYKJIOH, IIOX0XKeH Ha Hee; IITUHHbLIe
YepHbIe BOJIOCH], CBET/Ias KOXa ¥ I'Jla3a, KpaCuBhle, KaK YEPHBIA TypPMaJiiH.

«T'opog KpacHoit peku». CepedrHa He OTpbiBajla BHUMaHUS OT KHWTH, KOTOPYIO YKTasa, TUCTas
CTpaHULIBL, OHA KMCKaJjla YTO-TO B 9TOM CTPAaHHOM OTPOMHOY KHUTE, KOTOpas BHITJISAella TaKOU CTapOou.

"Kakas?" Kelic 1menKHYI TOJI0BOM U BOIIPOCUTEIHHO MocMOTpes Ha CepedurHy, Tpebys oTBeTa. «3TO
Tepputopusa Topaka».

"B s6mouko." — nmpobopmoTtana CepeduHa, Mo-MpexkHEeMy He OTPLIBas I'la3 OT JexKalled y Hee Ha
KOJIEHSX KHUTH.

"Hu 3a uto!" Keiic Bo3pas3u, ero rojaoc Ob1 HEMHOTO PE3KUM U 3aCTaBUJ XOYII C JTI00OIBITCTBOM
IIOBEPHYThH T'OJIOBY, HO KOTa OHa yYBU/Ie/a, YTO OH MHUJIO yIsI0aeTCs el, MaJleHbKasl eBOYKa CHOBA
B0O300HOBUIIA UTPY CO CBOMMHU KYKJIaMH.

TeM He MeHee, B TOT MOMEHT, KOTAa XOYH 9TOI'0 HEe 3aM€EeTHuJIa, BEIPaKEeHue JInla Keiica cHOBa cTano
KECTKHUM.

"TloueMy ThHI XOYelllb KUTh Ha ero Tepputopun?!" — npommmunesn Keuc, crapasch He MOBHILIAThH TOH,
yeM ucnyran Xoyi. "[loueMy Thl Bcerga puckyemsn?!"

«[Touemy? Topak He [[KepeK, OH He OTHABaJI IPUKa3 BHICIEOUTH TBOI Mapy». CepeduHa HEOPEKHO
OTBETHJIa, MPUCIOHUBIINCH CIIMHON K CIIMHKE OUBaHA.

"Ia." 9To OBIIO MpaBHoM, HO «MHL HE 3HAaeM, X0UeT OH cebe napy uin HeT». Kelc NbITancs JOHeCTH
CBOIO TOYKY 3peHus. «OH HUKOT{la He MIPOSBIISAI HUKAaKOTO UHTEepeca K IIOMCKY CBOEH Maphl, U Korga
OH y3HaJl, 4To [Keapek ObIJT OCTATOYHO CyMacCIIeIIUM, YTOOB OTHATh IPUKa3 ITOKOHYUTE C
BOCKPECIIIUM aHTeIOM-XpPaHUTEeIeM, OH HU4YEero He clesan».

— Ho 270 TakXe He 3HAYHUT, YTO OH COTIaceH. — Bo3pa3una CepeduHa.

— HrTak, TH X04elllb CHIrpaTh B 9Ty Urpy? Keiic 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3TOT Pa3roBOD HU K YeMy He
IIPUBEZET, KPOMe ellle OHOTO CJI0KHOTO 00CyKIeHUSs.

«4 Bcerma BBEIMT'DBIBAIO IIAPH>. Cepe(bI/IHa II0XKaJla IJIe49YaMH, B3TJIAHYB B CTOPOHY Ketica, IIpexne 9eM
BO300HOBUTH UYTEHHE CBOEH KHUTH.

«CKaxu MHe, I0YeMy Thl HaCTauBaelllb Ha TOM, YTOOH IIOMTH Ha ero TeppuTopuio?» Ha camoM fere,
BMecTo [Ixkenpeka Ketic nmpenmoyen Okl UMETH [Ie10 C TOpaKoM.



«ITo TO¥ Ke MpUYKHE, TI0 KOTOPO# 5 BEIOpasia 9TO MEeCTO MATh JieT Halam». CepedrHa HaXMypHIIach,
IIOTOMY YTO He MOTJIa HalTH TO, YTO MCKaJla B CBOEH KHUTE.

Ketic 3aBsi3ana KOHeIl KOCH XOYII ¥ MTOIIeJI0Bajia ee B TOJIOBY, KOTIa IeBYIIKa KOCHYIach ee
3allJIETEHHBIX BOJIOC, ¥ Ha ee rybax MmosiBUIach JOBONIbHAS yIIbIOKA, IIPeXkKIe YeM OHa CHOBA
B0O300HOBHUIIA UTPY.

— Iymaems, Topak He cMoxkeT TeOs HauTu? Kelic cripocun ee.

«[ToyeMy OH momKeH 3a60TUTHCS 000 MHe? $1 Oymy ero mocmegHUM mproputeToM». CepeduHa
CKa3aJia JeJI0BUTHIM TOHOM.

Topak OBIIT 3aHST CBOEH CTael U CBOeM KOMIIaHWEW, KpOMe TOT0, Hellh3sl ObIJIO CKa3aTh, YTO
Cepeduna u Topak ObUIM B XOPOIIUX OTHOIIEHUAX, TaK YTO Y HETO He ObUIO MPUYKH TPEBOXKUTHCI U3-
3@ BU3UTA BEIbMHI.

OmHako 9T0 He 03Haydaso, yTo CepeduHa IOCTYYUTCS HA €T0 TEPPUTOPHUIO C PACIIPOCTEPTHIME
00BATUSAME U pacKpoeT ce0si. KoHeuHo, oHa OBl 3TOTO HE cHefana.

CepeduHa OCTaHETCS Ha €T0 TEPPUTOPUM HE3AMEUEHHOM.,

«Yro, ecnu...» Kelic yxe cobupanack BO3pa3uTh BeAbMe, HO OHa JIE[THEIM TOHOM 060pBasia ero u
3aKphIIa KHUTY C pa3fpaXkKeHueM B ria3ax.

"Cmotpu!" CepeduHa nocmorpesna Ha Keiica. «4 Ovina TeM, KTo Halna ee. fd 3a604yCch 0 TOM, YTOOH
OHa OblyTa TaKOM ke, KakK ¥ ThHl. THl iyMaelllb, I II03BOJII0 €/ yMePEeTh MOCJIe TOT0, Yepe3 4To g
Ipoiia, YToOb HaUTH ee?»

Yro x, x0Ts1 CepedrHa IOTHOCTLIO ITpeHeOperana XoyI U IOJTHOCTBIO OTHaBaja 3aboTy o ieBouKe
JlaHe, HO OoHa Bcerma obecrieyrBasa ee 6€30IaCHOCTb.

— He 6ynb cmemneM, mieHOK. CepeduHa ycMexHymach, a Kelic 3aperyan Ha Hee. «Bonee Toro,
Ixegpek OymeT 0CTOPOKHEe Ha TePPUTOPHUH CBOEro 6paTa, TaK Kak OHM 00a 0YEHb
TEePPUTOPUAIIBHEI».

HecMotpst Ha To, uTo Keiic He GBUT Ha CTO MIPOIIEHTOB COTJIaceH ¢ uneen CepeduHsl, OH OBUT HE
corjylaceH c GOJIbIIeR YacThIO ee UOeH, HO TO, YTO OHA CKa3aja, OBUIO IPaBou.

— E# ToKe HyKHO XOOUTh B IIKOIy. — nobaBuina CepeduHa.

B sTom patioHe Ovlla TOJIBKO OfHa IKoja, u CepedrHa He XoTesna, YTOOR IPUCYTCTBUE XOYII
IIPUBIIEKa/I0 HEHYXKHOe BHUMaHNe JII0Jel U3 CEBEePHOT0 KOBEHA.



Bce GbIT0 B ITOpSIKe, ITOKa OHA Obl/Ia B 9TOM IoMe, HO TaM OymeT GOoJIbille, YeM TOPCTKa BeIbM 1
BAMIIMPOB, KOTOPEIE HAYHYT MOHKUMATh €€ CYIIHOCTb.

BriTh B TeppuTopuu Topaka Oblia OBl Ty4IIMM BEIOOPOM Ha HaHHBIM MOMEHT.

Keiic nomoxwun XoyIl Ha ee KpOBaTh [IOCJIE TOTO, KaK MajleHbKas JeBOYKa JOCTATOYHO yCTaa
TOHSITHCSI 32 XBOCTOM €T0 3Bepsi. ITO Obl ee M00KMMEbIH. OHa CHOBa TEPJIACH JINLIOM O €eT0 MATKUM MeX
U XUXWKala, KOrfa OH LIEKOTall ee KOXY.

3Bephb 3aMypJIbIKa OT BOCTOPra, KOTfla IIOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €ro MapTHEpIa CYaCTINBa.

Ketic mogoTKHYI 0fesi/I0 K0 oa60pOoKa, IOJTOXKUII PSIIOM ¢ co060M KYKITy-BOIKa U yOEOuics, 4To
TEMIIepaTypa B ee KOMHATe He CITUIIKOM HU3Kas WU KapKasi, YTOOH! e 6b1710 KOM(POPTHO craTh. OH
yOpasI mpsifib ee BOJIOC U MOTJIAOUII €€ MyXJIble IIeYKH.

Ketic OBUT yBepeH, YTO CMOXKET OCTaThCS Ha BCIO HOYb, IIPOCTO T Ha Hee. Clsimnee Mo Xoy
ObLIT0 0YeHb 0e3MATEXKHBEIM, UTO 3aCTaBuIIO Kefica 3a0kITh 000 BCEX CBOMX MPOOGIEMaXx.

OpHako eMy HYKHO OBIJIO UATH, ¥ KOTHa CTEMHENI0, OH BHIIIEJ U3 CllaJbHU XOYII U 3alllesl B CBOIO
MAIIWHY, IIPeXkKae YeM yexXaTh U3 9TOT0 [IoMa.

He HyHO ObIJI0 HUKOTO YBEIOMIISITh O ero yxofe, motomy uto Cepeduna y3Hasna 65 00 3TOM, KaK
TONBKO OH BHIUIET U3 ¢oiie.

Omnnako yero Kelic He 3HaJ, Tak 9TO TOT0, YTO HEKUYU KTO-TO CMOTPEJ Ha MAlllMHY, KOTOPYIO OH
yexall.

JlaHa cTOsi7Ia 3a OKHOM B JIpYTOM KOMHATE PSAOM C YXOOAIIAM, ee KapHre rjla3a CMOTPENIU CII0XKHO.

"IIpekpaTu 370."

JlaHa 4yTb He MOOIPHITHYJIA OT KUCIIyTa, KOTAa BOPYT 13-3a ee CIIUHHBI pa3fascs rojoc CepeuHs.

"Kakasa?!" OHa OrprI3HyIach Ha BebMY, KOT[a Ta [I0BepPHYJIach JIULIOM K Hel, TO JI U3-3a YyBCTBa
BUHEI, TO I U3-3a YAUBJIEHUS, YTO BHI3BAJIO €€ CUJIbHYIO PeaKInio.

«51 ObITa TaM U YYBCTBOBaJIa 3TO. HTak, Moe HeXXKHOe HallOMUHaHUE [IJIs Bac, IIPEKPATUTE 3TO».
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