"HET!" Kelic HeMeqieHHO Bo3pa3uia IpoTuB upen Cepedurnl. OH BCKOYXII Ha HOTH U BO3BHIIIAETCS
Hap CepeduHOH, OT €T0 NeNCTBUS MaJlblllKa B3OporHyna u 3amnakana. "HE CMEU [TPUKACATHCHA
K HEU!"

Keiic 3apriyan Ha JlaHy, KoTopasi cobupanach foOpPaThCS A0 MabIIKK XOYII, YTOOH YCIIOKOUTD
IJIavyLIyio0 Manbinky. OgHako pe3kuit ToH Kelica 3acTaBui ee OTCTYIIUTD U CHEeIaTh HECKOJIBKO
IIIaroB Ha3aj, II0Ka ee CIIMHA He yIapuiaach 0 CTEHY II03a[M, KOT{la OHA YBUOENa, KakK ronyosle Tia3a
Kelica cmeHunu CBOY TEMHBIM LIBET.

HecMoTps Ha THEB, KOTOPBIN OYPIIMII B €TI0 I'PYAU, TO, KaK OH HEC MaJIbIIIKY XOYI Ha PyKaX, OBII0
TAKUM HEXHBIM U 3aJyMYUBbIM.

— Jlymaems, s mo3Bomio!? Ketic mocMoTtpen Ha CepeduHy, 130 BCeX CUJI IIBITASICh IIOAaBUTh THEB.

"Vcnokouthcs." CepeduHa gaxe He B3APOTrHyna, Korga Kelic cepaouTo mocMoTpesa Ha Hee. "

"9T0 TémMHas Marusi, Cepeduna!" Ketic mpemynpenun ee. «f He 103BoJI0 Tebe fenaTh C MOE Mmapou
YTO-1100 C IIOMOIIBIO TEMHOM Maruu!»

Ipyr...

OpmHo cnoBo, copBagineecs ¢ ry0 Keiica, He ocTanock He3aMeueHHBIM JlaHou. Tak peOeHOK ero mapa?
Ho... pa3Be [loHOBaH He OBINT MPOKIAT CAaMOM TYHHOU OOTHHEH?

B HakaneHHo cuTyauuu JlaHa He OCMenIach 3aflaBaTh TakKue BOIPOCH BciyX. Ho 9Ta Hebobias
rH(pOpMalus MpumaBaia el CMEICT, TO, Kak Kelic ype3MepHo 3armuian pebeHka, ObII0 I0X0Xke Ha
TO, K&K KTO-TO ITOCTYIIUJI OBl CO CBOEH II0JIOBUHKOM.

«Tenepb 06 3TOM 3Hasa elle ogHa ayma». CepeduHa HeOpexkHO KuBHYTA JlaHe. «He cMOTpu Ha MeHS
C TaKUM ITyCTHIM BhIPaXKEHHUEM JIUIA, I 3HAI0, ThI 3TO CIIBIIIAJIa».

HYCTOG BEIPpAZKEHHUE JIUIa JlaHHI, OHa Tak CTapallaCh, IIOKA3aTh YTO HE CJIbIIIAJIA.

Ona BrifiepKana B3rian CepedrHB U CMeJIo Ipu3Hana 3To. «Utak, moyeMy? 4 Mokjsaac B BEPHOCTH
Keiicy, MHe He BaXXHO 3HATh OOUH UJIM [IBa €r0 CEKpeTa». — BEHICOKOMEPHO CKa3aja OHa.

«Bay, TH Takol BepHHIM 4enoBek, Keiicy». CepedrHa HaCMEIUINBO IJOKHYIA SI3HIKOM.

"3aTkHuck." Keiic nonsiTancs o0y3gats cBov rHeB. CepeduHa pa3o3inia ero, Ckalas, YTO OHa
IPUMEHUT TEMHYIO Maruio K XoyIl, eMy He Hy>KeH 3TOT MaJIeHbKUY MTapIIuBell, YTOOH MOAIUTh Maciia
B oroHb. OHa HEe CMOXKET CIIPABUTHCA C IIJTAMEHEM.



"0, maBait!" CepeduHa mepekounia BHUMaHue Ha pPa3bapeHHOro JInkaHa nepeq Hei, HO C
TTaYyIUIMM MJIafleHIIeM Ha pyKax BefibMa Obljla Ha CTO IIPOIIEHTOB YBEPEHA, YTO OH HE TIOCMEeT
IIPEBPaTUTLCS B CBOETO 3Bepsi, TeM OoJiee HalacTh Ha Hee, I09TOMY ee HaIMEHHOe JTUI0 OBII0 BCe
ellle Ha AUCIIee. «f 3Ha0, YTO 9TO TEMHAsS Marus, HO He BCsKas TeMHas Marus paboTaeT MIoXo».

3asiBnenre CepeduHE! ObIIO BOCIPUHSATO HU3KKUM, TTTyOOKUM U YI'POKAIOUIUM PHIKOM U3 3aHeH
YaCTHU TJIOTKU JIUKaHA.

KpecrT ceppize.

910 OBlNa TeMHAS Marus, KisTBa, KOTopas CBSI3bkiBaja 00€ CTOPOHHI KPOBbIO. Keiic TOYHO He 3Hall,
Kak 3T0 paboTaeT, HO, KakK 1 OOIBIIMHCTBO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHEIX CYIIECTB, BCE, UTO CBSI3aHO C
TEMHOU Maruey, He MOTJI0 3aKOHYUTHCS XOPOIIIO.

Xy#e Bcero GBIIO TO, YTO KPOBb, KOTOPYIO [OJIXKHBI ObIIIM B35Th 06€ CTOPOHEI, HCXOQUIa KPOBU U3
cepara.

Yro 3To BooOIIIEe nMesio B Buny? OHa pa3pe3asa rpygHyIo KIeTKy pebeHka?

OpHa nuirs MBICTTE 06 3TOM BBI3HIBAJIA YV 3BEPS, KUBILIETO BHYTPU HETO, JKeJlaHKe BIEMUThCS B JIUIIO
BenbMHEl. MHOTTA Kelic He 3Hal, YTO MPOUCXOOUT B ronoBe CepeduHHI.

Ona OblsTa CITUIIKOM a0CypaHa, YTOOB €€ MOXKHO OBIJIO ITOHSTS.

"MHe Bce paBHO, KaK MeHbIIIe-TIJI0X0 OyfeT, s1 He M03Boi0 TeOe caenath el 6onpHO!" Keiic
CHepxaJcs, ero Pe3KUi TOH 3acTaBUJI XOYI pacIiakaThcs ele Oomnbine. Ee nuiio mokpacHeso, a
IBEIXaHWE CTaJI0 IPEPHIBUCTEIM,

Keiic GBI B y2Kace OT 9TOT'0, OH HUKOTHA paHbllle He BUAesl, YToOkl Xoym miakana. OH 60sIcs, 4To
OHa He CMOKET [ABIIIaTh, IOTOMY YTO 3axJieOHyIach ClIe3aMHu.

«CepeduHa... YTO MHE [eNaTh...» 370¥ TOH Kelic CMEHUIICST TPEBOXKHBIM, KOTIa OH IIOMIBITAJICS
3acTaBUTh XOYII IlepecTaTh IiakaTh. «He nmnaye, moxanyicra... 4 He cepXKych Ha Te0s... 4 He
CepXKych... 4 Gonbie He Oymy KpudaTh, obelraro... Moxkanyucra... »

Keiic monwiTancs YTOBOPHUTH pe6eHKa, HO XOYH peninia IJIaKaTh, II0OKa €€ CJIe3bl HE BRICOXHYT, ¥ 3TO
HCIIyTaJio ee. 4epT C HUM.

Cepeduna 3akaTuia rjiasa 1 JeHWBO nofoiia K Kelicy, Tak Kak OHa CTOsJIa IIPSIMO Iepesi pe6eHKOM,
OHa IIPOTSIHYJIa PYKY U KOCHYJIAcCh 1leKH peOeHKa.

Ee geficTBHe cpa3y ke 3acTaBuiI0 peOeHKa MPEKPATUTh IJIaKaTh ¥ 3aKPHITH I'/Ia3a, Kak 6YATO OHa



3aCHIITajia.

OnHAKO 9TO 3aCTABUIIO JIHKaHA ele O0JIbIIe PAa303IUTECS.

"UTO ThI C HEN [EJIAEIIb?!" Keiic 3apeiyan Ha CepeduHy, ero rina3a MeHSIH IIBET C YePHOTO Ha
CHUHUM Tyma-Clofa, Ipexae YeM OHU OCTAJIUCh TOJTyOBIMH, XOTSI OHU CTAJId Ha HECKOJIBKO OTTEHKOB
TeMHee.

"Paccnabes!" CepeduHa OorprI3Hy/iach Ha HETO U CEPAXTO IIOCMOTpeia Ha Hero, Ha Hee OBIIO0
IOCTaTO4YHO, YTOOH Ha Hee Hakpuyanu. "OHa Teneps cnut! 4 yceinuna ee!”

Eme mo Toro, kak CepedrHa 3aKOHUYMIA CBOU CJ0Ba, Kelic mogHec nanel K KpoLUeYHOMY HOCUKY
XoyII, ¥ TOJIbKO KOT[ia OH ITI0YyBCTBOBAJ TEIJIOe AbIXaHKe, KOCHYBIIEECS ero KOXKHU, OH CMOT HEMHOT'0
paccmabuThCs.

Ero HampsizKeHHBI€ MBIIIITH MEeIJIEHHO pPacciabisioTcs, KOTra OH, 3allulnas, 00HUMaeT MaJIeHbKYIO
IeBOYKY, IPUKKMas ee Teqo K cefe, YTOO TOYYBCTBOBATh €€ cepaleduerne, CIUIIKOM 005ICh, UTO
CTYK B ee MaJIeHbKOM IPyHOU IIPEeKPATUTCS.

"OHa NIPOCHETCS, Hu4ero He notepsaB! 3mopoBa u cyacTiauBal!" — gpamMaTuyHOo cKa3ajna CepeduHa, HO
Keiic mpourHOpUpOBal 9TO, ¥ ero rjia3a OpocuIu Ha BeAbMy I'HEBHBIN B3rIsAA. — JlagHO, HaM Iopa 1o
meJiaM.

CepeduHa XJIOIHYJa B JTAAOIIH, KaK 0yaTo 9T0 OB 3HAK 3aKPHITh BOIPOC 0 crsined Hagexme, HO
Keiic cHOBa BO3pa3uil.

"HeT!" OH mombITascs caenaTh CBOM I'0OJIOC HACTOJIBKO HU3KHUM, HaCKOJIBKO MOT, HO He MOT
CIIPABUTHLCS C OTOpPUYEHUEM, IPOHU3AHHEIM €T0 TOHOM. «f] He 1M03BOIT0 Tebe MPUIUHUTD e# 6011b! I
BO3BMY €e, eClIi IpupeTcs!»

Keiic ycraBuncs Ha JlaHy, 4bs CIIMHA POBHO IIpUXKasach K CTEHe.

CepeduHa ycTanao B3NOXHY/A. «5 HE TOBOPMIIA, YTO 9TO JOJIKHA OBITH KPOBb XOYII. KIISITBY MOXKHO
IIPUHECTH BaM [IBOMM>».
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