OO0H yCIbIIIai, 0 4YeM ero npocui Topak, u ero TpeboBaTenbHEM TOH. OH IIepeBes B3I Ha PeliH, u
B €ro Iy1a3ax Oblla Ieyars.

— 4 gymato, Tebe nopa UATHU... — €T0 roJIoC OBl eiBa CIIBIIIEH MIeN0TOM, KOTa OH HEOXOTHO
OTIYCTHUJI OT PeuH.

PeliH maXke He B3TJITHYJa HU pa3y, npexne yeM Opocunack K Topaky u Kpenko o0HsIIa ero,
YTKHYBILUCH JIUIIOM €My B IPYZAb U BIOXHYB €ro 3amax. BrIo 4To-TO ycrokaunBaoliee B Gu3ndecKoM
KOHTAKTe C HUM.

Peiin He pa3 mepexwuBasa, KOrfa 4yTh He Tepsina ero. OHa ObUIa Tak HamyraHa ¥ He XOTesa
OTIIyCKAaTh ero CHOBA.

ITO TONBKO IIPOSICHUIJIO OJIsA PeitH BaxXHOCTH TopaKa B €e XXKU3HHU.

«Mos m060Bb...» Topak chemnas To ke caMoe, 3aluias cBo mapy. «Crnacubo, 4TO CIIaciau MeHS...»,
HO Topak Imo4YyBCTBOBaJI, KakK PeiiH KadyaeT rojIoBOM, U MOILITAIaC YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO, BUAUMO, CJIOB
y Hee He XBaTUJIO, IO9TOMY OHa IPOMOJidaja U MpuxKajachk K HeMY HOCOM.

Korga OoH yBumen 3Ty creny, eMy 6510 oueHb 60JIBHO, ¥ OH He 0CO3HABAJ, Kak [OJIr0 3ajepxKail
[IbIXaHue.

He Tonbko Topak xkman PeitH 60ojiee BeKa, OH chelan To xKe camoe. OH chemnan Bce, YTOObI CHOBA OBIThH
C Hel.

Ot npopaxu CBOeH AyIIX AbSBOJY [0 3TOT0 CaMOr0 MOMEHTa, 40 IIOCIENCTBUM, C KOTOPBIMU
IIPHUIIIOCH CTONIKHYTHCS JOHY. OT 3TOr0 He OBLIIO CIIaCeHUsl.

O0H TIpoIlesN BeCh MyTh TOJILKO IJIST TOTO, YTOOBI HAUTH €e, 3alllUTUTD €€, eHUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH
cremnasn HellpaBUJIbHO, 3TO; OH II03BOJIUII TOpaKy BCTPETUTHCS C HEW MTEPBHIM.

YroOnl PeiiH 3aBucesna oT AbQHL.

B aTOoT MOMEHT J0H 3apmymarcs. TobKo eciu Obl OH BCTPETUII €€ paHbllle, KOHel OblI Obl PYTUM?
TonbKO ecny OH MOKaxXeT cels, IOTePSIeT I OH ee CHOBA?

J0H 3aaliCsa BOIPOCOM...

OpHAKO celiyac OH HUYEro He MOT cHejIaTh, YTOOLI BCe 3TO U3MEHUTE.

O0H BCIIOMHMUJI, KaK OH CJIeOBa/ 3a HEH U3 TeHU U OTpaxasl JI000H Bpe/l, KOTOPHIA MOT 00PYIIUTHCS



Ha Hee, IOTOMY YTO OHA MOTJIa BUJETh 9THX CBEPXbECTECTBEHHEIX CYIIECTB, U KaK €e KPOBh TauIa B
cebe OosTbIIIe OTTACHOCTEH, YeM OHa MOTJIa ce0e MPeCTaBUTh.

OH BCce BpeMsI IIBITAJICS 3aIUTUTD ee, HO PeliH He uMesna 00 3TOM HU MaJleHIlero mpeacTaBIeHus.

OOH BULEN KaXyl0 CIe3UHKY, [TaflaBllyio U3 ee IIPeKPaCHEBIX I'Jla3, OH BUAEJI, KakK OHa Poclia, Kak ee
CTpax feJiaja ee TaKo¥ POOKOM, HO OH He TI0KA3kIBAJICS TOIBKO IIOTOMY, UTO JOH JyMal, 4To PeliH ele
He CIIPABUTCS C ITHUM.

J0H XK[aJl TOAXOOSIIero MOMEHTA, YTOOBI IIOSIBUTHCS Inepen ee riia3aMu, 2Kaajl, II0OKa OHa eIlle
HEMHOI'0O IIoagpPacTeT.

HesaBucrMo oT TOro, 4TO OH chefas, Topak 3abpa ee, Kak TOIbKO YBU[IEJ, KaK TOJIHKO
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI TPUCYTCTBHUE CBOEH IApHL.

HaBepHoe, J0H momxkeH OB cenaTh TO XKe caMoe...

OH He JOoJKeH OB JyMaTh...

[Tocrne Toro, 4TO OH CcHenan, PeilH mJaxe He IIOCMOTpeJla eMy B rfla3a. Ha yronkax ero ry6 Bucesna
CaMOYHWYMKUTeIbHas yNbI0Ka, ¥ 3Ta 0cTpasi 00Jib, KOTOPYIO YyBCTBOBAJI JOH, CTAHOBUIACh BCE
CuJlbHee U CujlbHee, I0Ka He 3aCTaBuJjla ero BCTATh Ha KOJIEHU.

OH cxBaTHUICA 3a rpynos, rge 4yBCTBOBAJI, 4YTO €ro cepalie CTaso O4Y€Hb CJ'I8.6LIM, TOYHO TakK 2Ke, Kak
N3MYYEHHBIE KPBIJIbS IITUIIEI, ITPEPBIBUCTO XJIOIIAd.

«JIr060Bb MOSI, T TyMarlo, Thl JOJIKHA TTONTHU K HEMY...» mpouienTtasn Topak, yBUOEB COCTOSHUE JOHA,
BOUH TEHU He NPOJEPKUTCS HONTO.

CHauana Pelin He moHsIa, YTO UMeN B Buny Topak. OHa mogHsIa IojioBy, YTOOH yBUAETh Topaka
TPEBOKHEIMU TJIa3aMH.

u TYT OHa ITIOHAJIA, YTO TopaK CMOTPHUT Ha 4YTO-TO UJIHK... Ha KOI'O-TO.

Petin IIpociieguiia 3a €ro B3rjada0oM, KOrga OHa IIOBEPHYJIACh K 06Hapy}KI/IJ'[a, 4YTO JOH CTOUT Ha
KOJIEHAX Ha 3eMJie, CXBATHUBIIKUCE 3d I'PYyOb, BCE €TI0 TeJI0O JPO02KaJIO.

«Y4TO ¢ HUM CITy4MJIOCh...» PeiiH MOPrHYyJia, U Cclie3kl ORICTPO KATUIIUCH 110 ee InekaM. Ho oHa He
XOTeJsa YXOOUTh U3 00bSITUH ee maphl, MoKa Topak /1000BHO He MOTIaU €€ 0 TOJIOBE U HE
IIPOLIETITAN i YTO-TO CTPAHHOE Ha VXO.



— Wiou u moBupgamcs ¢ HUM, MOXKeT OBITh, 3TO OyIeT TBOU MOCTIETHUMN... — IIOHUMAIOIIUM TOHOM
cka3an Topak. ITo 3By4asio OYeHb CTPAHHO, YTO 9TO UCXOHUIIO OT HETO.

PeiiH HepeUIUTENIbHO OTIIYCTHIIa Topaka U 1mofoiia K S0Hy, TOXKe OMYyCTUBILINCH Ha KOJIEHH Iepef
HUM ¥ YCTABUBIINChH Ha BOMHA-TEHHU, KOTOPHIN, Ka3aJ0Ch, UCIIBITHIBAJI CUTBHYIO GOIIb.

— OO0H, YTO CIIy4YHUJIOCh?.. — OCTOPOXKHO CIpocunia PeiiH, cTupas cie3sl ¢ auna. "Thl B mopsagke?”

OO0H MIOAHSAT TOJIOBY ¥ MOCMOTPe Ha PeliH. Ero nuiio 65110 TakuM OegHBIM, KaK OYOTO B er0 BeHax
He OBIIIO HU KaIlJId KPOBHU, @ MOXKET, U He OBLIIO.

— Tot paneHn? Peitn 3a0ecrokoumnacs, Mo KpaiHel Mepe, J0H 04eHb ITOMOT ei. Ha 3TOT pa3 y Hero
Oonbiie Bcero 3aciyr. PeitH He cMoriia O6bl HaliTu Topaka, ecnu Obl He OH. "I103BOJIb MHE YBUETH
aro."

— Her... — D0H ycTaso mokayas rojaoBoi. — ...IMPOCTO Oail MHe Te0s YBUOETD.

Pelin HaxMypuJsach ¥ MOBEPHYJIAaCh BCEM TEJIOM, YTOOH ITOCMOTPETh Ha TopakKa, KOTOPHIM CTOSII B
IBYX MeTpax OT Hee. B 0ObIYHEIX 00CTOSATEIBCTBAX TOpaK ocTascs Obl PsSOoOM C Hei. YTo 3mech
CJIy4YUJIOCH?

"Uto ¢ HUM cnyuusiock?" [IomKHO OBITh, TOpak 4TO-TO 3HaJI, HHa4de OH He ObUI OBl CTOMb
BEJIUKOAYIIEH, 103BOIUB PeliH NpulIM3uThCA K BOUHY TeHeH, JaB UM IIPOCTPAHCTBO, KaK OH Chefas
ceryac.

"OH ymupaert." Peiin otBeTuna Cepeduna, 3a Hewt 1 Kanned u Padasns, npubauxkasck K HUM.

— YTo TH UMeeIlb B BUy, YTO OH yMUpaeT? PeitH He BUENa, YTO OH OBbIT paHEH, OH OB B ITOJTHOM
nopsinke. «Bel paHeHH? [TokaxkuTe MHe». OHa o6paTuiia BHUMaHue Ha JoHa, TpeOys, 4TOOHl OH
II0OKa3all el CBOU PaHHI.

«To0, 4TO C HUM CJTyYHJIOCh, 3TO HE TO, YEMY Bbl MOXKeETe MoMoub». CepeduHa mogomuia 61uxe K HUM,
CTOs psAoM C TopakoM.

— Yro TH MMeellb B BUAY? PeliH HaxMypusia OpOBH, YBUOEB, KAK OHU IEMCTBYIOT, ¥ IIOYyBCTBOBAJIA
[YyPHOE IIpef3HaMeHOBaHUE.

Cepeduna He cpa3dy OTBeTHJIa Ha BOIPOC PeiiH, OHa MOCMOTpeNia Ha J0Ha CJIOXKHBIM B3TJIAIOM,
IIpexje 4YeM CHOBa 3ar0BOPUTEL. «MHe KaJjlb, YTO 9TO CIYUUIIOCH C TOO0#». ['onoc CepeduHbl OBIT
TaKUM HU3KUM U TUxUM. OHa 1epeBesia CBOU CBETJIO-3eJIeHbIe I'1a3a Ha PenH: «{ mymaro, 4To
IIPULITIO BPeMS MOIPOIIATHCS C HUMY.
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