— A ecnu s 0TKaxXych? PeliH He B3siyia OYTHUIKY, OCTaHOBUBINYIOCS B BO3OyXe, KOTHa IIOCMOTPeIa Ha
BembMy. OHA TeMHas BefbMa?

— IIymaelb, CMOXKeIllb? — pa3MBIILISIa BefibMa, Iumas ce0s 3a 1og00po0K, OTBeYas Ha B3TJIAN
Petin.

Peiin He x0Tea yCcTymaTh U3-3a 3T0ro aprymenrta. — Ckaxu MHe, rge Topak, — TBepHo cKa3aja OHa.

[TockoJbKy OHA MpUKa3asa yOuTh BegbMy, Oyaylnee u3MeHUI0Ch. PaHbIe B ee BUOEHUU 3TO OBLIH
Benbderop, [IkeHenueT u BefbMa, KOTOPhIe BCTPEYaIUCh C BEAbMOM U3 CTau TONy00H IyHH BHYTPH
MeCTa, T0X0xKero Ha 6ap, HO Teleph BCe BHIILIO TakK, U PeiftH HEMHOT0 pacTepsiach.

TeM He MeHee, OHa 3HaJjIa, YTO CATh CBOIO KPOBb He OBITIO XOPOIIUM pellleHreM, 3Hasl, YTO OJHa
KallJig ee KPOBU MOXKET CO3[aTh XaOTUYHYIO CUTyaI1Io0, TOJO0HYI0 TOM, YTO IIPOX30IIIJia TOrAa C
IIOJIUITAEH.

A Temneps noTpe6GoBany MONMHYI0 OYTHIIKY... KaKyio apMuio U3 9TOr0 MOXKHO CHEaTh?

— ToI geWCTBUTENBHO AyMaelllb, 4TO Topak 37ech? AHIPOMATUYC CKYYHO YIBIOHYICS. «Thl OMKHA
y3HaTh OJIHY WJIM [IBe Belu oT Topaka, KOTfa [eJio JOXOOUT OO0 TaKOW CUTyaluu, YTOOH Te0s OBIIO0

HeJlerKo ogypauuTs. O, KCTaTu, MHE HPABUTCS, KaK Thl COOOIIMIa HaM, UCIIOJIb3Ysl CBOETO IOPOTOT0
MaJieHbKOT0 Jpyra».

CONHBIIIKO OTIIATHYJIaCh, KOrga B3rsag AHApoManunyca yinajl Ha Hee. «PeliH, IPOCTH...» —
3axHBIKaJIa OHA, HO ¥ PeliH He OBIJI0O BpeMEHU ee YTEIIUTh.

«OH ¢ JIrouudepom». CKazaja KeHIMHa B 100Ke-Tauke. "Kakas?"

OTa XKeHIIMHA MTOAHSJa TOJI0BY ¥ IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha BeilbMy U AHApOManunyca, KOTOpkle CEPOUTO
CMOTPEJIH Ha Hee, B TO BpeMs KaK Benbherop OB CIUIIKOM JIEHKWB, YTOOH flazke OTOPBAThb B3TJISA[ OT
Peiin.

«Ona 0ecIIoMOIIHa, YTO ellle OHa MOXKeT chaesaTh? Jlaxke ecIy MBI COOOIIUM el 00 3TOM». XKeHIIUHa
moxarsa miedamMu. — JlyMaelb, OHa CMOXKET YUTH 0TCIOfla XKHUBOM 0e3 Halllero pa3pelneHus?

BepHuT ee cioBaM, ¢ PeiiH, KoTopas MpHIIa Clofa OfHa, 0e3 KaKou-1100 MOOaepKKY, YTO eIre MOT
CrenaTh 9TOT CIa0bIM aHTel-XpaHUTeIh? B UX maMsSTH HaBCETHa OCTAHEeTCS MaMsATh O TOM, HAaCKOJIbKO
cnab aHTeJ-XpPaHUTEb.

"Uto0 e1mle 1 MOry chenath?" PellH yXMBIIBHYIACh, CKPECTUB PYKU Ha IPYOU. «UTO, eCIu A CKaxy, 4TO
Topak HaxoOuTCS B TaKOM MecTe, Kak 6ap c Jliomudepom?»



OT0 OblNla a3apTHas urpa. PeliH MpocTo morapbiBaniach, OCHOBEIBASCH Ha TOM, YTO €€ 3peHHe CKa3ajo
eyl o 3TOT0, ¥ U3MEHEHNe UX BhIpaXKeHuM Tulla cKasaso PeliH, 4To TO, YTO OHa CKa3aja, OblIo
IIPaBOOM.

[Pad, T 3Haels, rae 6ap?] PeitH MbICTIEHHO CBsi3all Padassist, KOTOPHIM CTOSI Ha CTPaXKke HegaleKko
OTTyAa.

[[a.] Padasne orBetun. [Ho BH HE CMOXKeTe HAaUTHU €0, €CJIA Y BaC HET Yero-TO OT JII0Jied BHYTpH. ]

Briio OvI Oecrione3Ho, ecyiu OBl OHU 3HAJIM 9TO MECTO, HO He MOTJIM HaWTH eT0 MU MaXKe BOUTH B
HETo.

Peitn cnerka Haxmypunac. [Hanpumep, 4t0?]

[HacTs ux Temna, 4To-To 6JIM3K0e K HUM, YTO-TO, YTO 3aTPOHYTO UX CUJION.] Padasnb mepeuyunciuil.

Korpga Pelin ycrnbiliana 3T0, € 04eHb 3aX0TEeJIOCh XJIOMHYTh B JIafOIIX. YTO-TO, B YeM COCTOUT UX
BJIACTL?

['ma3a PeiiH 3aCBETUINCH PAIOCThIO, KOTIa OHA ellle pa3 B3TJISHYJa Ha MaJeHbKYI0 Oy THIIOUKY,
KOTOpAast BCe ellle BUCeJla B BO3MYXeE, B IIpefieiax JOCATaeMOCTH ee PYKH.

Kakoe y Hee cocTosinue... Hemonro mymasi, PeitH cxBaTuia OyTHIIKY U ITOKPYTHIIA €€ B PYKE.

— 4 gymato, TH OUeHb XOPOIIO yrafiblBaelllb Bellld. AHOPOMaINyC Oajl HeyBepeHHEI OTBET, BEPHO JIX
TO, YTO foragasnac PeiH, uiu 9To OblIa IPOCTO HOraKa.

«PelH... {1 meHCTBUTENIBHO HUYET0 He 3Hal0 00 3TOM...» COIHELIIIKO IIaTHYyJIa BIepel, IoTy4YnB
TIOHMMAIOIIUH B3TJISI[ BeIbMbI, U flania PeitH KMHXKaJs, 4TOOL IIOMOYb e BHITSHYTh KPOBb U3 Tella.
«MHe o4eHb JKaJlb... I JOoJIXKHA cAeaTh 9TO IJIsI CBOEH CeMbU».

PeliH MOBepHYJa T'OJIOBY ¥ BIIepBEIe IIOCMOTpesa Ha COTHEIIIKO, CaMylo TIEePBYIO MIOAPYTY, KOTOpas y
Hee eCTb.

Kaxk BpeMsi mpojieTenno oueHb OLICTPO, PeiiH cierka BCIIOMUHAET BOCIIOMUHAHUS, KOTa OHU OBINTH
BMecTe, 00JITaNu, XOOUIK 110 Mara3uHaM ¥ BCe PA3TOBOPH], KOTOPHIE TPOUCXOIUIIN, HO BOT OHH,
COJHBIIIKO Tpeioxkuiia PeiiH KuHxKaj, YTOOH TOPAaHUTh Cebs.

«Tebe He HYKHO COKajeTh. ThHI [le/Taellb TOJILKO TO, YTO JOJIXKHA HAeaTh». PeliH B3sia y CONMHBIIIKA
KWMHXKaI 1 KPemIKo cXkKaJlla ero.



B BO3myxe moBucia TUIMHA, II0Ka BelbMa He OTKPHIJIa POT ¥ HETEPIIEIMBO 3aroBopuia. «4ero Thl
XKpemib? Coenait 910! »

[Pad...] Peiin 3aTsaHyna cioBa.

B T0 ke BpeMA Benb(berop MIOHSJI, YTO B 3TOU CUTyallU! 4YTO-TO HE TakK. [IbBOIbCKAs YXMEIJIKA
CKOJIB3HYIJIa II0 €0 KPaCUuBOMY JIMITY, KOTOHa OH TOBOPHUJI CBOMM MEIOOBEIM I'OJIOCOM.

«OHa He ofHA...»

[Temeps.

Pasmascst rpoMomnomoOHBIN PHIK, pa30pBaBIIHi 6€3MATEKHYIO HOUb, 9TO OBIIO ITOX0XKe Ha 3HaK MJIT

Peiin, 4TOOLI OHA OBUTAIACE.

"TlowtmeMm!" Petin cxBaTuia COJHBIIIKO 3a PYKY ¥ IOTAIIXIa 3a co00i, ToKa OHM 6exkaly K OBEepPH.

A motoMm benbderop maBurancs oueHb OLICTPO, YTO YeJI0BEYECKU I'JIa3 He MOT YJIOBUTD €T0
IBUKEHUS, B OOHY CeKyHAY Bemnbderop OB B TpUAIIATA MeTpax OT PeitH u CONHBIIIKO, ¥ TEIEeph OH
CTOSTI IPSMO IIepeq rina3aMu PeriH.

[Tozagu Petin, Padasns, [IKeK 1 Opyrue NuKaHbl, KOTOPHIE BCTPETUINCE ¢ Padasnem, Korga oHA
paccTanauch, UMeJH CBOO [I0/II0 OOPLOEI C TPEMS JTIOIbLMH.

Kak TONbKO OHU OKa3aluch TaM, Padasnb cpa3y xe cTal UCKaTh PelH, HO ux JIyHa Oblla Onuxke K
Benbderopy, ueMm K HEMY.

C rpoMonogo0OHEIM PeBOM 3BEPH IBUTAJICSA Ha CBOMX YETHIPEX HOTaX TakK OBICTPO, KaK TOJILKO MOT.

Ho 3To0 065110 HELOCTATOYHO OBICTPO, TAaK KakK B KPACHHBIX TJla3aX 3BEPSI OH MOT BUETbh, YTO ObSBOJ
TIOMHSJ PYKY ¥ cxBaTUJ PeliH 3a 1ielo, a Apyroi CBOOOOHOM PyKOW OTTONKHYJ COJHEIIIKO B CTOPOHY.

Teno 6emHOM IEBYIIKY OTJIETENIO HA HECKOJIBKO METPOB, IPEeXK/e YeM BPe3aThCs B CTEHY.

«THI MOMENIbL CO MHOM». [IbSIBOJI YXMBIJIBHYJICS, YBUIEB HETIOKOJIeOuMEbIe T1a3a Peiin. OH He MOT
B3Th KPOBb PeliH B 0QMHOYKY, TaK KaK 3TO HaBpeguyo OLl eMy, II09TOMY OH He MOT IIPOCTO CJIOMaTh
eyl LIet0 U BHIIIYCTUTh KPOBb U3 €€ Tella.

"Hert, 51 He Oyny." PeliH ¢ Tpy[oM OTBeTHJIA, HA YAUBJIEHUE Ta XKe YXMbIJIKa [TOSIBUJIACh Ha rybax
PeliH, xorga oHa nopHsIa PyKy.
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