Topak oTHec crsiiryio PeitH K oMYy U YKPHUI €€ OfesiJIOM, ITpexk[e YeM BRIMTHY Ha YIIUIY, YTOOR!
BCcTpeTuThCs ¢ Kannebom u Cepedunoi, a Takxke ¢ Anbdoit Kpuc u Anbdoit PoMmynycom, KoTophie
Iprexayi Ha pa3HbIX MallliHaX.

Bo Bpemst pa3roBopa OHM FOBOPHIIM O TOM, YTO ITPOMCXOOUT B ropone dynbpaiita, a Takxke 0O
MECTOHaX0XeHUM Padassnsg u gpyrux NMUKaHOB.

Cyns no Bcemy, Padasnb u [I3KeK TOIbKO YTO BCTPETUIIUCH C OPYTUMH JIMKaHaMU U COOHMpaIUCh
BCTPeTUTHL TOopakKa ¥ OCTaJIbHLIX B @3POIOPTY, KOTOa OHYU OTIIPABJISIUCE B TOpof Ha KpacHoi peke.

HMx obcyxmeHre OTHUII0CH IBa Yaca, ¥ BPpeMs OT BpeMeHH Topak U3BUHSIICS, YTOOLI MPOBEPUTH PeliH.
OH uyBCTBOBaJ cebst HEJIOBKO, KOTa eMy IIPUXOUIIOCE OCTABJIATh CBOIO ITapy OfHY, XOTS 3TOT IOM
YCUJIEHHO OXPaHSJICS.

OpHako, KOrfa OH U3BMHUJICS, YTOOB CHOBA ITPOBEPUTH PeliH, KpaeM rja3a OH YBUMAET ee
MUMOJIETHOE IJIaThe, I0BOPaYMBaloIllee U3-3a yria KyXHHU.

Topak HaxMypuJcs U IIOCTIeNOoBal 3a Hel, OH IoAyMaJl, 4To PeliH X04ueT NUTh, ¥ UCKajl 4TO-HUOyIb
IIONIUTE, II03TOMY HE YCKOPUJI LIar.

TeM He MeHee, Korfa Topak Npulllesl Ha KyXHIO, OH He YBULEJ TaM PelH.

Kyxus Ovlna He 04eHb OOJIBINON, TaK YTO el Herae ObIJIO CIIPSATaThCs. Ecnu 3TO Tak, TO rme oHa?

— Peiin? Topak BHIKPUKHYII €€ UMsI, B €T0 T0JI0CE CIBIIIan0Ch 0€CIIOKOMCTBO. — PeliH, ThI rae?

Topak mopo1iesn K IBepH, KOTOpas COeAUHSIa KyXHIO C 3aJHUM OBOPOM. XOTS OH COMHEBAJICS, YTO
PeitH Moryia gBUTAThCS 0YEHb OBICTPO M OBITH TAKOW TUXOM, YTOOBI OTKPHITH ABEPD U BHE3AITHO
MCYe3HyThb, 60JIe€ TOT0, TO, YTO OHA Aefana, 67yxXKaas 10 He3HAKOMOMY MeCTy, ObIJIO Ha Hee He
II0X0XKeE.

Tem He MeHee, TopaKy HYKHO IIPOBEPUTEH €e€.

OH OTKpHIZI IBEPD, KOTOpas Oblla He3amnepTa. MoxXKeT, OHa U BHIIIIA U3 JOMa.

3amHuH IBOP moMa OBIST BCETO I MaJeHbKUM OBOPUKOM 0e3 IepeBbeB ¥ TOJIBKO C KyCTaMHU BIOJIb
BBICOKOU Y TOJICTOM CTEHBI, OKPY2KaBILEH JOM.

— Peiin? Topak CHOBa BHIKPUKHYJI €€ UM, OH IIOMBITAJICS IPUHIOXaThCSA K BO3AYXY, HO HE CMOT
YJIOBUTH €€ 3alaxa. — PeliH, THl 3eCh? ero rojioc CTaHOBUJICA BCe IPOMYeE, KOTfla OH YCKOPHII IIar,
YyTOOB! ITPOBEPUTE KaXkKAbIM YTOJI0K 3TOT0 ABOPA.



Ho mpexfe ueM OH yCIIeJl OTOMTH MOfaIblie OT 3aJHel TBEPH, KTO-TO O0HSIJI €T0 3a TaIui0. ITO
IeHCTBHE 3aCTaBUIO TOpaka MOBEPHYTHCS BCEM TEJIOM U ObITh TOTOBBIM aTaKOBATh JIIO0OT0, KTO
[103a[IX HEro.

[TpUKOCHOBEHUE K €T0 CIIMHE BCTPEBOKUIIO ATTBY.

OmHaKo ero pykKa OIyCTHIIACh, @ TEJI0 HAMPSTIIOCH, KOT/Ia OH YBUAEN CBOIO TPEKPACHYIO IOAPYTY,
YCTaBUBIIYIOCS Ha HETO CBOMMMU JTAHUHEIMHY TJIa3aMH.

— PeliH... — B3[OXHYJI OH C 06JIeTYeHUEM.

PeiiH 00HsIa ero ¥ yTKHyJIach HOCOM B Ipynb Topaka, KaK IOC/IYIIHEIYM KOTEHOK. Topak OTBETUT
B3aMMHOCTBIO U O0HSJI ee HEMHOT'0 Kpelye, IT0JI0KUB I0A00PONOK el Ha MaKyIIKY.

"T'me THI OblTa? [ToueMy THI BHIIIIA U3 oMa?" — crpocull ee Topak, HAXMYPHUBIIKCH.

"MHe ObI7I0 cKy4HO." Tuxo oTBeTHNa PeliH, oHa MogHsIa TOJIOBY ¥ ITOCMOTPesia Ha Topaka
IIPEeKPaACHOM yIBIOKOM Ha PO30BHIX r'yDHax.

- He xogu ogHa, TH MeHs Halyrasa. Topak Cjerka OTYUTall ee.

YcnrimaB 9T0, PeiiH yCMexXHyIach ¥ YXMBITbHYTAch, 00HaXXuB Oejblie 3yOHL. " He Oymy, eciu Thl
nolenyes MeHs." — 6eCCTHIIHO CKa3asia OHa.

Topak mogHs1 6POBH, KOTTIa YCIIBIIIA CMeJioe MpefyiokKeHe CBOero moMoinHuka. "Konegyso."

MennenHo Topak MOI0KUII JTAHOHU Ha 06€ CTOPOHEHL €€ JIUIA ¥ HAKJIOHUIICS, YTOOHI IIOMMAaTh ee
ryOrl. M Bce e, KOT{Ia ero TeIIkle JTafOHU KOCHYTUCh KOXKH €€ XOJOMHEIX IIeK, B ero ria3ax
MeJIbKHYII MTPO0JIeCK TIOHUMaHHUS.

"JltobuMasi, roe nTUYKa?" — crupocuil Topak HeXKHBIM I'0JIOCOM, ero OeixaHue 00ayso ee JTUI0 U
3acTaBuiIo PeliH 3aKpHITE I'/1a3a B IPEeABKYLIEHUN.

"Kakas ntuna?" — COpocuiia OHa, He 3Has, 4YTO ee OTBET CTAHET [JIsi Hee CMEePTHHIM IIPUTOBOPOM.

Bckope mmocie Toro, Kak BOIpoc copBacs ¢ ee ry6. Topak Tak CUIIBHO CXKaJl pyKaMu 00e CTOPOHH ee
JIALA U pa3gaBuil el TOJI0BY.

KopoTKu# mpOH3UTENbHEIN KPUK ITPOH3U TULINHY HOYHM, IPEXKEe YeM ee TeJI0 yIaio Ha 3eMITIO,
JICTeKasl KPOBbIO B y2KACHOM CIieHe, KOTopasi 3acTaBuia Okl c1abOHEePBHOTO YeloBeKa II0TePSTh
CO3HaHIUeE.



B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[ia K13Hb IIOKWHYJIA €€, BCE CYIIECTBO [EBYIIKHA HEMHOTO H3MEHUIOCE, ¥ Topaky
He HYXKHO ObLJIO TIOATBEPXKAaTh, UTO KeM Okl OHa HU Oblna, OHa He Oblna PeiiH.

Ero rnma3a mornu ObITh 0OMaHYTH BHEITHOCTRIO IEBYIIKH, KOTOPAs BHITJISIAENa TOYHO TaK XKe, KaK ero
TIOOpyTa, HO UCKPa OT KOHTAKTa KOXKM C KOXKel Oblla IJist HET'0 SBHEIM ITPU3HAKOM TOT'0, YTO OHA He
Oblna ero mapou.

Topak yxke cobupasicsi BepHYTbCS B IOM, UTOOBI HaTU PeliH B cllajbHe, KOTHa YTO-TO CIIyYHIIOCH CO
BCEM €r0 TEJIOM.

OH MMOYyBCTBOBAJI MyUYHUTEIbHYI0 00Jb, KaK OyITO ero KPOBh TEKJIa B 00PAaTHOM HallpaBJIeHUH.
HecmoTps Ha To, 4To 00J1b OblIa HACTOJIBKO HEBEIHOCUMOM, Topak He yIa Ha KOJeHH.

Arnbda 3aKphI T1a3a U CTUCHYT 305, 60JIb IPOSICHUIA ero pa3yM. Topak GBI TOYTH YBEPEH, UTO
TTPUYUHON 3TOT0 OblJIa CMEPTh CAMO3BaHIIA.

EnvHCTBEHHBIN BOMPOC OBLIT; YTO CITy4nsioch Ob1? YOBET i 3T0 ero? Kak monro oH OyAeT TepreThb 3Ty
MYYUTENbHY0 00/Ib?

B ToT MoMeHT, Korga Topak mo4yBCTBOBaI, 4TO 60/ YTHUXJIA, V HETO YyTh HE IMEePeXBaTUIIO JbIXaHUE.
Ero ocTphle rina3a OTKPHIIUCE, KOTa OH ITPOCKAHUPOBAJl CBOe OKPYKeHUe.

TopaK HUYYTh HEe YOIUBHUJICA, KOT'Oa 06Hapy}KI/IJ'I, YTO HAaXOOUTCA YK€ He Ha 3aHeM OBOpe
KOHCHHpaTHBHOfI KBAPTHPEI, d B TEMHOM MeCTe, II0X02KEeM Ha 6ap

Topak IpUIIypuI riasa, KOrma ero THeBHBIN B3TJIAM yIall Ha GUIypy, KOTOPYIO OH CJIMIIKOM XOPOILIO
3HaJ.

— He cmoTpu Ha MeHd Tak, Anbda. Jlouudep yXMBUIBHYIICS OT yXa [0 yXa, IPUBETCTBYS Topaka C
CU[ISIIIIEN PSIIOM XKEHIITUHOM.

Y XKeHIIWHBI TEMHEIE BOTIOCH U HU30THYTHIE BBEPX 1"}7651, KaK GYI[TO OHa BCerna YJ'IBI6aJ'IaCB.

«41 mymato, Bl 0Y€Hb XOPOIIIO 3HaeTe Anbdy...» — 3ayMUNBO ITPOU3HECIIa KEHIIKHA.

«KoneyHo. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, MBI CTaphle ApPy3bsi». Jltouudep noporuen 6muxe K Topaky, mpeniaras
MATKYI0 ¥ 6e300UOHYI0 YIEIOKY, KOTTIa OH XK€eCTOM IIpUriaacui Anbdy cecTh epen HUM.

"CkaXXu MHe, OH IIOI[eJI0BaJl MO0 TBaph MU yOumn ee?" HO, IOCIe MAUHYTHOTO Pa3MBILITIEHUS, OHa
pemmna. " gymato, 4TO youm."
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