Peiin yYBHEJIA B I''Ia3aX BEeObMBI BCIIBIIIKY IM€4YaJii, X0TA 3TO OJIMJIOCE BCEro IB€ CEKYH[IERI, IIPEXOe
4yeM OHa 06pena CaMOOGJ'IaJIaHI/Ie 1 BO30OHOBHJIA CBOE HagMEHHOE II0BEJEHUE.

[ToxaB meyamu, OHa JIEASTHEIM TOHOM IIpOM3Heca. — KoHewHo, a KTO HeT?

PeliH merCTBUTENBHO X0TeJIa AaTh IOIIEUYNHY BefilbMe, HECMOTPS Ha ee IIJIOX0e OTHOIIeHue, He MOrjla
JIA OHA IIPOCTO OTBETHUTH BEXKJIMBO U XOTS OBl BpeMsi OT BPeMEeHH IPOSIB/ISThL HOPMaJIbHEIE
YyeJIoBeYeCKue SMOIIN?

HeT, koHeuHO, He Morfa. Bo-iepBhIX, 0OHa OyKBabHO He Oblla YeJI0BEKOM, a BO-BTOPHIX, PeliH
COMHeBaJach, UTo Jaxe B Kpyry BegbM CepedrHa MOTIa CUMTaTh €6 HOPMAJIbHOU. Y Hee SIHOBUTHIN
SI3bIK U HEHABUCTHAS PeYb.

"Xopormo, Bl caenanu!" Cepeduna BriTepna PeltH cyxum mojoTeHIleM, IpeXae YeM OHa IOfolia K
ee mKady U focTana elle OOHy NuXaMy.

«$l He X049y YUCTUTH TBOIO HUXKHIOI 4aCTh Tejla, CAejlall 3TO caMa WX ITonpocyu Topaka choenaTh 3To
3a Tebs1». — ckaszana CepeduHa, oTaBas nuxkaMmy, KOTOPYIO nocrana u3 mkada, PeitH.

— [Touemy THI IOMOT@eIlb MHE TOJIBKO HAIIOJIOBUHY? PelH roxasoBaach, 4YTO OHa HajgeBaeT
BEPXHIOI0 4aCTh MUKaMbl, YTOOBI IPUKPHITH CBOE 00HAKEeHHOE TeJIo, IPexXJie YeM CJIe3Th C KPOBaTH.

B aToM crydae et clnemgyeT MPOCTO MIPHUHSTH BaHHY, a He M03BoJsATh CepedrHe TOMOTaTh el
BRITUPATLCS. Teneps ee Koxka Oblyla SPKO-KPACHOM, IIOTOMY YTO BebMa PE3KO0 II0Tepa ee.

«3JTO0 Ta cyMMa, KOTOPYIO THI 3acyXun 6aromapsi Moei megpocTtu». CepedrHa HeOPEKHO OTBETUIIA
M 3acTaBujia PeliH Bop4aTh, I0Ka OHa OCTOPOXKHO II/la B BAHHYIO.

Kak u nymana Peiin, CepeduHa mpuiria UCKaTh ee TOJIbKO IIOTOMY, UTO el Hy>KHO ObIJIO 3HATh, UTO
CJIy4MJIOCh C HeH BO BpeMs ee KOMHI M KaK OHa MOTJla BHE3allHO IPUUTH B CO3HAHUE.

Ho noce Toro, Kak BeibMa II0JIy4HJia TO, 9YTO XOTeJla, OHa OobIlle HE UMeJla HUYero o6mero c Peuin.

«JTa HEHaBUCTHAas BedbMa...» — IIpoBopYasa cebe o Hoc PeliH, nneTsach yepe3 KOMHATY.

«3HauuT, Te0e yaanock BEPHYTHCS, IIOTOMY YTO Tl 06pesia 3Ty Cuiry». ITo OBIIT He BOIIPOC, a
yTBepKOeHue, Korma Cepeduna 3aBepinia pacckas PeH.

Pelin MeqieHHO IOBEPHYJIACh U YXMBUIBHYIACH. "[la." — CKa3asa OHa IpKo. «f mokaxy BaM, KOraa
MO€ COCTOSIHHAE HEMHOI'0 YIIYUIIUTCSI».



CepeduHa 0TBETHIIA HA €€ YXMBIJIKY. ITO OBIJ IePBHIM Pa3, KOrMa OHA IMPOSIBUIIA TOJTOKUTETbHEIE
3MOIIMH TI0 OTHOILIEHUIO K PeliH, ¥ 10 KaKOH-To nmpuurnHe PeliH ropaunach co6oi.

[Tocme aToro onu 00a mepecTanu yib0aThCs ¥ Pa3BePHYIUCH B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHEI, HO IIPOIIIJIO BCETO
TpU Iara, mpexne yem CepedrHa CHOBA [T03Basa ee 1Mo UMEeHH.

"IIa?" PeiiH o6epHYyIach U YBUOENA, YTO BeJbMa CTOUT K Hel cnuHoM. "UTto cnyuunocs?" OHa
HaxMypunacek. [louemy CepedrHa He CMOTpesia Ha Hee, KOT[la OHa pa3roBapuBajia C Hel?

CepeduHa OTKaUIILIACh, IPEeXOe YeM ee TUXUU TOJI0C JOCTHUT yineld PeliH. "Kakoe y HeTo OBIIO
BhIpaXKeHUe JIKla, KOrga OH ckasas 3To?"

[Totomy uTo CepeduHa maxe He o0epHyIach, YTOOH yBUAETDL PeliH, Korfa Ta cripocumna ee 00 3TOM,
TI09TOMY OHa He MOTJIa BUIETh BHIPaXKEHUE JIUIA BEIbMEL.

«OH roppo ynbibancs». PeiiH BCTIOMHMIIa BeIpaxkeHue nuila ®abuana B cBoel roynose. OH
NEeNCTBUTEILHO MIMPOKO YIbI0aCs, KaK TOPbIA OTell.

"On." 9To ObLT eQUHCTBEHHHIM 0TBET CepeduHbl, Tpexk/e YeM OHa BBIIIA U3 KOMHATHI.

Korpga oHa 9T0 ycrbliana, B ee rila3aX BCIIBIXHY/IM HEIIOCTUKKMbBIE 3MOINY, U B TO XK€ BpeMs OHa
BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO CKa3asla e¥ benrHa, Korga cupocuia 00 ux OTIe, KOT{la OHU BIIEPBLIE MTPUOLIIH
ciona c Peitn, 9ToO®I yBU#eTh Topaka.

Korpga Peiin momina ¢ Padasnem u Kanne6om B mofi3eMHY0 KOMHATY, OHA OTTallluja benuHay u
IIOrOBOPHJIa C HEWl HaeguHe.

9T0 OBLI HECITOKHBIH BOIIPOC, HO OH IIPOOO0JIZKAJL 0eCIIOKOUTD ee C TexX II0OP, KaK OHA CHOBA
BCTpPETHUJIaCh CO CBOMM OTIIOM.

— On Korga-HuOyIb crpamriBan 000 MHe? ITO ObII eQUHCTBEHHBIM BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIY CepeduHa
XOTeJla 3HaTb.

U otBeT BenvHAL 3aCTAaBUII €€ CephLe CMyTUTHCS.

«OH TIpOJOoJIZKaJI CIPAIIXBATh O BaC ¥ Balllel MaTepH Ha IOCJIeIHEeM U3OEIXaHUK U 0 TOM, KaK eMy
JKaJb Bac 000uX».

Cepedune npumnocek cxaTb KyJakK, II0Ka ee HOI'TH He BIUJIUCH B JIafJ0Hb, YTOOBI T0JaBUTh BOJIHBI
3MOLIUY, KOTOPHEIe OHa UCIHITHBAIA Ceryac.



TeM He MeHee, KOTTa OHa [TOBEPHYJIACh Ha YIJy, OHA HaTKHynach Ha Kasnneba, KOTOPEL yBULET ee
IIMPOKO PACKPHITEIE TJ1a3a.

— CepeduHna... TH... — Kanneb ykazan Ha nuio Cepe@uHEbl, Ha ero IIymnoM iuile ObII0 HalmucaHo
IOTPSICEHUE.

Ho mpexpe yeM OH ycIes 3aKOHYUTE CBoe cJIoBo, CepedrHa TelemopTHPOBaiach Kyaa-To elre.

Topak cupmen HaMpOTUB, ITIO3TOMY OH efiBa MOT CJIHIIIATh pa3roBop PeiH u CepeduHbI, I03TOMY, KOTA
Be[IbMa BHIIIA U3 CIHAJIbHU C HEIIOCTHUXKUMEIM BEHIPaKE€HUEM JIMIA, OH He CTaJl ee OCTaHABIIMBATh.

Bonee unu menee Topak 3Has, 4yTo nmpoucxoguT Mexnay CepeduHo u ee otiioM. X oTHOIIEHUS ObLIN
OYEeHb CJIOXKHBIMU U TI03TOMY €€ OTHOIIEeHUS ¢ OpaToM.

Topak BcTas ¥ HAIPaBUIICS B CIIATbHIO, HECS ITOMHOC, TIOJTHBEIM POCKOIIHOM enbl. PeliH, JOTKHO OBITS,
TOJIOOHA.

OH OTKPHII CIANTbHIO, HO HE YBUJIEN CBOI0 MaJIeHbKYIO ITOAPYTY, XOTS ee 3alax Bce elre BUTal B
Bo3ayxe. [To mocneguemy pasrosopy Peiin ¢ CepeduHOM U 110 IOPOXY, KOTOPHIYA OHa M3haBaja, Topak
moraga’sics, YTo OHa BCe ellle B BAHHOM.

Ho nmoToMm oH ycbilTai, Kak OHa TPOMKO axHyJja ¥ 3aTOBOPUJIA C YOUBJIEHUEM, B €e T0JI0Ce TOXe ObL
OTTEHOK cTpaxa. "drto sTo?"

BryTpu BaHHOM.

PeliH TONBKO YTO YBHUIENIa CBOE OTpakeHue Ha IIOBEPXHOCTH 3epKaJjia ¥ C yXKacoM CMOTpesla Ha CBoe
OTpaxeHue.

PeliH HaKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY, UTOOHI JTy4llle BUAETH CBOIO ILIEIO.

Ee oOpryHas 6J'IeJIHaH Imesi TeIIeps BRITTIAOE]Id Y2KAaCHO C CHHUMHU W KPDACHBIMU CUHSAKAMY,
Ha4YUWHABIIMMHCA OT €€ YEeJIIOCTHU O 3arufa mueua, TIOKPHIBAIOIMMMHU B OCHOBHOM €€ JIEBYIO IIIEIO.

Peiin BRIT/ISIIEIa KAK YeJI0BEK, CTPAfAlOIIi CTPAHHOM MSITHHUCTOM Chibi0. OHA 3aKycuia ryoy,
KOTrJa ee OTpakeHUe II0OCMOTPEJIO Ha Hee B yXKace.

— JI1060Bb MOsI, TH B Topsigke...? I'onoc Topaka myTeIIecTBOBA II0 BaHHOM, IIPeXae 4eM depes
HECKOJIbKO CEeKYH[ W3-3a [BepH IIOSIBUIIACH ero (urypa.



Pelin mocMoTpena Ha HeTo, BEIpaXkeHue ee JIUIla CTajI0 YKaCHBIM, V Hee He ObIJI0 BpEMEHU MTPUKPHITh
111€10, ¥ OHA MCII0JIh30Bajia CBOM [JIMHHEIE BOJIOCH, YTOOH CKPBITh OTBPATUTEIbHOE 3PEIUILE OT I'j1a3
Topaka.

— He mopxonu... — 3axHbikasna PeiiH. OHa He xoTena, 4ToOk Topak yBUfel ee C STUMU YPOIIUBLIMU
CHUHSIKaMH.

Ona OBlJTa TOIPOCTKOM, TEeM He MeHee IeBOYKOM, OHa XOTeJla BHIJISIEeTh KPAaCUBO Ieper JTI00UMBEIM
YeJI0BEKOM, HO 3TH CUHSIKH [eJlajid ee yKaCHOM.
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