“ToI 3muiIbCA?" — crpocuna PeuH.

"XMm." Beinm oTBeT Topaka.

"Ha mens?" Peitn nopHsina 6poBu. Kak Mor Topak 37UThCS Ha Hee, eCIIA ee YKYCHUI eT0 3BepPh?

Topak mokayarn roiosoi. «Ha cebs».

"TTouemy?" PeliH He XOTeJIOCh CIIaTh, XOTS HOUL ObllIa y2Ke OUeHb MMO3[HEH, U JIYHHBIN CBET OCBeIlal
KOMHATy CKBO3b OKOHHOE CTEKIJIO.

— [MToTomy uTo g npuuyuHui Tebe 607b. Topak cKa3as AeIOBUTHIM TOHOM.

— THI He cHena 3TOro0 HaMepeHHO. PelfH momkITancs ype3oHuTh ero. OHa mpukKasack 6Imxe K
Topaky, HO ee [IBHUKEHKEe BHI3BAJIO JIKIIL OCTPYIO OOJIb B IlIee, 3aCTABUBINYIO €€ CKPUBUTHCS.

«He mgBuratics, moxanyicra...» Topak HaXMypPHIICS, OH CTUCHYJ 3yOHl, yBUIeB 60Jb Ha ulle PeiH.
OH He CMeJl TPUKOCHYTHCS K ee Illee WiIn 060 YacTy Tejla, OMacasch, YTO YCYT'yOUT ee CTPafaHus.
— 4 no3Bonio Candupe.

Topak yxke coOupascs BCTaTh C KPOBaTH, HO PeliH BIlenuiac B €To IepefHiolo py0allky, 1 3TO
3acTaBuio Topaka 0CTaHOBUTHCS. Ecnu oH OyfeT HacTauBaTh Ha ABUKEHUH, a PeliH Bce elre
IEepKUTCS 3a HEro, oHa OyHeT TIHYThCS BIEPEe[, U 3TO IIPUYNHUT ellle OfHY 00k, HO, C APYTron
CTOPOHEI, TOpakK He MOT CUJIOM OTOPBATh OT HET'O €€ IasIbLIbL.

— Peiin, mo3Bonb MHe 103BOHUTHL Candupe, 4TOOE 0071€TYUTH TBOIO O0/Ib... MOXKET OBITh, OHa MOTJIa
Onl maTh TeOE... — Havan 6opMoTaTh Topak.

Topak Temeps OB He MOX0K Ha cels, OH ObUT 0YeHb OCTOPOXKEH ¢ PeliH 1, KaxkeTcs, faxe 00sIcs
HaXOOUTHCS PSIOOM C HEM.

— Her, s xouy Tebs... — 3aHbIa PelitH, mpepriBast cioBa Topaka. «OCTaHbCS CO MHOM,
IIOXKAaJIyUCTa...»

TopaK OOJITO PA3SMBEIIIJIAT, IIPpeXae 9eM COaJICAd U CHOBa JIET PAOOM C PeriH.

— OOHMMU MeHS... — YTpIoMO Tpor3Hecna PeitH, motomy uTto Topak 3ajer CIUIIKOM AaneKo [js Hee.
JIuuio Topaka 3aCTHIIO0, KOTAa OH YCIBIIIAN 3asBieHne PeliH.

«Most m060Bb... 51...» Topak He MOT BEIHECTH TOTO, UTO JIULIO0 PeliH McKaxkanoch OT 60T KaXKOHIN pas,
KOT[a OHa [ABUTrajlach, Tak Kak y Hee Tak Ooiena mies.



«Bce B mopsake. Thl He TPUYUHUILID MHE Bpefa...» PeliH MMoMbITanach YCIIOKOUTE €T0, HO 3TO OBIIO
TI0X02Ke Ha ymap 1o nmuiy Topaka, KOrja oHa CKa3aja, YTo, KOrfa Pe3ybTaT OblT SICHEIM KaK JeHb
nepen HUM, KaK OH IPUYUHUTI e# CUIIbHYI0 60/1b. «4 cuenan 3To, Peiin». I'onoc Topaka OBIT TaKUM
XOJIOOHBIM, YTO MEHS IIPOHMU3LIBAIY I'HeB ¥ BUHA. OH XOTeJI BRIMTH U3 KOMHATEHI, HO PeitH Bce erne
CKUMaJja ero IepefHion pybaliky, OH He MOT TI03BOJIUThL ce0e Pe3KOTo ABUKEHUS ¥ PUCKOBAII
IPUYUHUTD el elre OombIryio 60b. "TlocMoTpu Ha cebs ceiigac!" PeliH mpuKycuiia HUXKHIOW Ty0y,
OHa HeIPaBUIIBHO CPOpMyIHUpOBaa CoBO. «THl PaHUIIL MeHS ellle 00Jbllle, KOTOa KpUUUIIh Ha
MeHs, KaK cendac...» PeuH.

«0, m0o00BbL MOS1... f He uMes B BUAY...» Topak 3allaHUKOBAaJ, YBULEB, KaK 110 €€ JIUIy TeKJIU CJIe3H.
«IToxanyucra... CKaXXu MHe, 4YTO MHe [eJlaTh?»

Topak ucnyrasncs. OH 6057ICS TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, UTO PeliH mnakana.

Ee pecHuLBE MOKpEIE OT C/i€3, KaK U IOAYIIKa II0f Hell.

«MHe 04eHb XKab...» Topak M0YyBCTBOBaI Ce0S ONYCTOIIEHHLIM, YBUAEBR CBOIO IIAPy B €€ HHIHEITHEM
coctostHud. OH HUKOTa He OB B TaKOW 0€CIIOMOIIHOM CUTYAlluU, U OH IOHSTUS HE UMEJI, UTO eMY
menath. «CKaxu MHE, YTO MHE CHEJIaTh, YTOOH YHSTH TBOIO 6OJIH?»

«O6HUME MeHs...» PeiiH MoBTOpHIa cBoe TpeboBaHUe, OHa cinabo moTsAHyIa Topaka 3a IepegHioo
py0allKy, BEIKUAIOIIE TSI Ha HeTo. «f xo4uy, 4TOOH! ThI O0HS MeHs... 4 CKy4aro mo Tebe». —
yTPIOMO TIOBTOPHJIA OHA, TOTOMY 4YTO Topak He COABUHYJICS HU Ha OIONM, YTOOBI COKPATHUTh
OVCTAHIIMIO MEXIY HUMH.

Peiin Oblsia MOX03Ka Ha peOeHKa, KOTOPHIM IIPOCKTT POJUTENIeN KYIIUTh el MI00NMble KOH(ETHL.

«Mos m1060Bb... d MOry mpUYUHUTE TeOe 601b...» Topak MOMBITANICS YPE30HUTH ee.

«Her...» PeliH oTKa3ascs MogTBepauTh 3asBnenne Topaka. OHa gaxe IOMbITanach TPUOIU3UTHCS K
HEMY CBOMIM TEJIOM, ¥ 9TO elile 00JIblle YXYOIIUIIO ee MMOI0XKeHWe, OHa YyYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO ee Ies BOT-
BOT PACKOJIeTCSI HafBOe.

Ho ona momxkHa Ovlna chaenaTh 3TO, TOTOMY 4TO Topak Bcerfa OymeT BUHUTE ce0s 3a TO, UTO OH
cHenan c Hel, U, BEePOSITHO, OH OTKaXKeTCs KOraa-mubo OLITh PSIOOM C Hel.

PeiiH He X0TeJa 3TOro, 9T0 OBUT HECYACTHBIN CITy4Yad, HUKTO He 3HaJl, YTO 3TO IIPOU30MIET, ¥, KpoMe



TOT'0, OHA He X0TeJla, YTOOH TopaK OTHOAJIAJICA OT HUX, U IyMaJla, YTO OH 3BEPBL, KOTOpLIﬁ IIPUYUHUT
el 60/Ib B TOT MOMEHT, KOT'Ia OH ITPUKOCHETCA K HeM.

Her. Peiin He xoTena aToro!

«[Toxkanyicra...» PeifH mPOTsAHyNIa PyKy CO Clie3aMU Ha Tila3ax.

Topak ctucHy” 3y0Hl, KaK OH MOT OTBEPTHYTH CBOIO IIapy, KOTrMla OHA TaK CMOTpeJia Ha Hero?

O4yeHb MEIJIEHHO U OCTOPO2KHO TopaK HpI/I6J'II/ISI/IJ'IC${ K HeM, MOJIOKUB PYKY e}l Ha Taluio, TOYHO TaK
XKe, KaK OH JeJajl 3TO PaHbIlle, 3TO JaxKe OM3K0 Heb3s OBIII0 Ha3BaTh 00BATHEM.

He obpainast BHuMaHus Ha 007b B 1Iee, PeliH mpuxkanack K Topaky, MoKa He IIOYyBCTBOBaJIa €T
IpeBECHBIN apoMart, o0HsIa ero 3a TalKio U II0JI0XKUIIa T0JIOBY eMy Ha Ipynb. Eif 3T0 HpaBUIIOCS.

OpHaKo, C Ipyrou CTOPOHEHI, TeNlo Topaka HampsTIoCh.

— Tl He genaemrs MHe 6071pHO, Topak... — nmpo6opmoTasna PeifH, 3aKpEIBast I71a3a, BOJIHA YCTAIOCTH
HaKphIIa ee, ¥ KOM(OPT, KOTOPHIH OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa KaXKOBIX Pa3, KOraa Oblyia C HUM, YCIIOKOUII ee.
«TOYHO TaK Xke, KaK THl BCETMla TOBOPHII... Thl HUKOT/IA HE IPUYMHUIIL MHE Bpea.

TopaK BCIIOMHMHII 3TU CJIOBA, OH TOBOPHUIJI Peitn 6ecunciieHHOEe KOIUYEeCTBO pa3 B HepBBIfI MOMEHT,
KOTr'la BCTPETHUII €€, YTO OH HUKOT'Ja HE IIPUYUHUT en Bpena... HO BOT OHH...

Topak 6osiyicsl pe3ynbTaTa CBOET0 NENCTBUS, HaBA3bIBasl el CBOI0 MeTKY. M3-3a 3Toro OpayHas CBSA3b
MOXKeT OBITh pa30pBaHa.

Ecnu Gbl 9TO CIy4uiiock, PeiiH, BeposiTHO, BO3HEeHaBuena Obl ero, HO IIOCKO/IBKY GpadHas CBSI3b
HUKaK Ha Hee He BJIMsJIa, 9TO HE 03HAYAJI0, YTO OHA C JIETKOCTHIO IIPUMET 3TO, IIOCKOJIBKY OH YyTh HE
yOuJI ee 13-3a CBOET0 IOCTYIIKaA.

A MoxeT OBITh, OHa He XoTesa Ovl ObITH PAAOM C HUM, 60siytach OBl €r0 ¥ OHU BO3BpAIlaiuch ObI K
TOMY MOMEHTY, KOTHa BIIEPBHIE BCTPETHUIIHCh.

W1 y Topaka He OBIIO OBl IIIaHCA CKa3aTh, YTO OHA B 0€30IIACHOCTH C HUM, IIOTOMY YTO Ha CAMOM [ejie
3TO OLLIIO HE TakK.

Takum o6pa3om, Topak He MOT IOTyMaThb, YTO PeliH 0THECETCS K 9TOMY KakK K ITyCTSKY.

«4 mo6mo Tebs...» TUXO0 cKa3ana PeilH, 4yBCTBYs, KaK 3allax ee IapH yOAIOKUBAET ee U IOrPyKaeT B
TIyO0KUU COH.
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