«Topak...» — THXO0 II03BaJia ero PeiiH, ero ©Ms CKOJIb3HYJIO 110 ee T'y0aM ¢ TOCKOM. TOIbKO eCIx Ol
OHA MOTJIa, OHa Tombexkasna Obl K HeMy, 06BUIa PyKaMu ero IIeto ¥ cKa3aja Obl eMy, KaK el Kallb U’
KaK OHAa CKy4aeT II0 HEMY.

3Bepb He CBOOUJI C HEE I'lIa3, X B BO3OYyX€E ITOBUCIIO TPEBOXKHOE XKYTKOE€ 9yYBCTBO, KOr'Ta Cephale Peiin
OTKa3bIBAJIOCh YYBCTBOBATH YyT0-1100, KpOMeE CTpaxa.

PeliH mocTaBuia TapeyKy Ha PYKY ¥ CyLOPOXKHO B3[IOXHYJa, OTKPHIBas BUCSUUM 3aMOK B KaMepe
KJIIOYOM, BUCEBIINM Ha KaMEHHOM CTeHe PSOOM C HUM.

IIBepb KaMephl TPOMKO CKPHUIIHYJIA, YTO 3aCTaBUJIO PeitH 3aHepBHUYATh, OHA HAIPATIIACh, 605ICh, UTO
KTO-HUOY[Ib YCIIBIIIKT 9TO U IIOMMaeT ee TaM, ee Tla3a IIPULEIUINCh Ha BePUINHEe TEMHOM JIeCTHHUIIHI,
oXwupas, He MPUOET JIX KTO-HUOYIb.

Ho, x ee 001eruesnio, HUKOro He OLLIO...

Meicnu PeliH 3aKpyKHUJIKCh, KOTHa OHa IlepeBelia B3I/ Ha 3Bepsi repen co0oii.

CocrostHue 6e710r0 3Bepsi ObII0 AylIepa3auPaIOIIUM, HECMOTPS Ha BpaXkaeOHOCTh B €T'0 KPACHBIX
ryIa3ax.

«4... s mpuHecna Tebe emny...» — 3auKasiach, IpobopMoTana PeliH, 4yBCTBYS XKejlaHNe 3alljlaKaTh,
KOT[la CMelllaHHOe YyBCTBO OTYasIHUS, CTpaxa ¥ CTpaxa 3all0JIHUJIO BCe ee CYLIECTBO.

Pelin mocraBuna TapPeJIKy Ha II0JI, B 3TOT MOMEHT 3BE€PL II€PeCTall IIyraThk €€ CBOUM PEIYaHUEM HIIHA
BOoeM. BMecTo 3TOro OH YIrpozxKarie mokKa3ail eyl cBou YOJIIMHEHHBI€ KIIbIKH.

PeitH moyyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK €€ CTPax HAIOIHUI BO3OYX BHYTPU KaMepHl, ¥ 3TO JAJI0 3BEPIO IOHSATH, YTO
OH TIpPefiCTaBIIgeT Il Hee yrpo3y, Koroa OH HaKJIOHUII CBOIO OOJIBIIYIO TOIOBY, C JIFOOOIIEITCTBOM
TIIAOA Ha Hee.

ManenbKkas ciabeHbKas OEBOYKa CTOAJIA B IIATH IIaraX OT HETO, OPO02Ka OT CTPdXa, HO HE OTCTYyIIaJIa.

Ho aTo0 6blta He MpUuKMHa, KOTOpas Bo30yauiia UHTEPEC 3BEPS, 3TO OBII ee 3amax, CIafiKWii 3amax,
KOTOPHIN 3aCTaBUJI 3BePS PACCIa0UThCS M3-3a TOTO, YTO OHA OBIJIa PSINOM C HUM.

On B3rJIAHYII Ha TOBAOWHY Ha TaPEJIKe ¥ TPDOMKO 3apPhbIdall, TaK I'DOMKO, KaK 'POM CHapPyZXKH.

JTa BHe3allHas BCIIBIIIKA HCIIyTraja PeitH u 3acTaBuia ee 6€CCO3HATEIIHLHO OTCTYIIUTL Ha IIar, OOJHAKO
Ha 9TO MaJIeHbKOe [eNCTBHE IOCIIEN0BaJIo elle OmHO peEIdaHKMEe, TaKO€e 2Ke I'POMKO€, KdK U IIEPBOE.



PeliH He MOTJIa MTOHSThH, TOUYEMY 3BEPH BAPYT Aall €¥ TaKyI0 PeaKIUIo UM YeTro OH XOTeJI, OHa He
TIOHMMaJla, YTO 3BepPhb Pa303JIUJICS, IIOTOMY YTO OHA yIIlIa OT HETO.

YeM Gorbllle OH OTPHI3AJICS Ha Hee, TeM [ajblie PeiiH 0TCTyIaa OT CTpaxa, ee cepiile 6HUI0Cch Tak
OBICTPO, YTO OHA HaydaJia II0BOPAYMBATHLCS ¥ CHOBA ITOILITAIACH 3AIIePeTh JBEPh, ¥ BEIPBATHLCS U3
IIOMIIOJIbS.

Ho ee mpozxarmue masblibl COBCEM He ITOMOTalIM, KOT{la OHa CHOBa ¥ CHOBA POHSIJIa KJI0Y, He CYMEB
€ro 3ameperTs.

C mpyro¥ CTOPOHBI, 3BepSs, MIO-BUTUMOMY, Bce OosbIiie 1 60JIblIe pa3mpazasa IOonbTKa PeitH c6exkaTh
OT Hero, Korfa OH C CUJION Jeprai 3a IelH, yaep:KUBaBIlIKe ero, oka 00JI0MKH U IIbIJIb CO CTEHHI He
majiaiv, pa3neTasich B BO3AyXe.

Ero peB IIporpeMesl 1 pa3Heccsd I10 IMMOA3€eMHOMY IIPOCTPAHCTBY U C TDOMKHM TPECKOM 3BEPE CyMeIl
OCBO6OI[I/ITBC5{ OT CKOBLIBAIOIIUX €T0 HEMNen.

3aknuHaHue OBITI0 pa3pyuieHo, u nemnu 00JIbIIIEe HE MOTJIH YOEPXKUBATL €TI0, KOI'Ha €ro KPAaCHBIE I'lIa3a
C(l)OKy'CI/IpOBaJII/ICB Ha PeliH, IIpexne 9eM OH OBUHYIJICA K Hel ¢ HeBepOHTHOfI CKOPOCTRIO.

[Tanvka oxBaTuja PeliH, 1 OHa Hayasna CUIIBHO OPOXKAaTh, KJII0Y BHINIAJ U3 €€ PYKH, a OHa Haxke He
3aMeTHusIa 3TOTO, & 3BYK ee COOCTBEHHOT'O IPEePELIBUCTOT0 AbIXaHUs OB 3aryylleH ee CepaLeM,
OelIeHO CTy4alluM B yIIax.

Mogar PeitH pa6oTas KpaliHe MeIJIEHHO, ¥ KOT{la OHa, HaKOHeI], BHIIIIa U3 II0Ka, OHA yxKe Oblla B
OTIaCHOM CUTYyaIuu, 1 ObIIO CIUIIKOM II03[HO, laXke KOTfla OHa XoTesa y0exkaTh OT 3Beps ceiyac.

3Bepb BOS3BBIIIIAJICA Ha Hel, HN30aBas ele OouH 37100HEIH PHIK, KOTOpBIfI MOT IIPEBPATUTE €€ KOCTHU B
XerJie.

MaccuBHbIH Geblli TMKaH YCTaBUJICS Ha PeliH, Korfa ee HOTH HaKOHeIl IIOOKOCUJIACh, X OHAa PyXHYyJIa
Ha XOJIOMHBIM TPSI3HBIN ITOJ 0 COOO0M, OTIION3ast Ha3al, YTOOH YBeIMUUTh AUCTAHIINI0 MeXKOY COOO0M
U 3BEpeM.

ITo aToro MmomeHTa PelfH He 0cO3HaBasla, HACKOJILKO MAaCCHUBEH 3TOT Oelbii TuKaH. Ee poT HeCKOJIbKO
pa3 OTKPHIBAJICS U 3aKPHIBAJICS, HO U3 IIEPECOXIIEro ropja He BEIPBAJIOCh HU 3BYKa.

Crne3a ckaTusach U3 ee rias, Korga oHa 3aKphlJia UX B IIOPAXKEHUH.

V3-3a coBecTu PeiiH He MOTJIa OCTaBaThCs B CBOEH crajibHe U KOMGOPTHO CIIaTh PAAOM ¢ benuHpmon.

Ona BooO11Ie He momKHa ObITh 37ech. Eif cremyeT mpucmymaThest K Padasiiio, KOTOPHIY Bce BpeMst



HaIllOMUHaN el fepkKaThbCs B 3TOT MOMEHT Mofarblie 0T Topaka. Eil cnefyeT mpucaymaThCa K
npenynpexneHuio CepedrHb], KOTTla OHa CKa3ajla «3Beph eCTh 3Bepb», Be[b TOpaK HUKaK He MOT ee
3alOMHUTh, BePHO? XOTs OHA Obl/Ia ero mapoi.

3Bepb OIYCTHUII TOJIOBY ¥ OOHIOXAJI €€, TIOKa ero TEIJIoe AbIXxaHue 06myBaso muio PeiiH.

«T... Topaxk...?» ['onmoc PeiiH GeleHo ApoxKas, KOT{a OHa MMOYyBCTBOBAJIA, KAk 3BepuHas MOpfa
YTKHYJIaCh HOCOM B U3rub ee I1ieya.

Pelin menneHHO OTKPEIJIA I'JIa3ad, €€ PEeCHUIIBI TPEeIleTallk, KakK crabrle KPBIIIbA 6a00uKH.

Korpa rnasa PeiiH BCTPETUIIHUCH C 3BePUHO-KPACHEIM, OH 37100HO 3aphidajl Ha Hee U yaapun PeliH, B
MTHOBEHUE OKa YKYCHB €€ 3a II€l0.

PeliH BCKpUKHYJa, KOrAa XKry4as 60/1b IPOH3UTIA €€ IIElO.

BenuHpa mpocHyIachk C HavajoM, KOToa FPOMKHY IPOM CHApPYXKU IOTPSIC 3eMJII0, ee rasa
3aTKHYJIUCh OT CHUIBHOTO MOXKMS, KOTOPHIHM CTy4asl 10 OKHY K IIPOCTPAHCTBY PSIIOM C HeH, The craja
Peirin.

Ho, K ee youBneHu1o, TaM HUKOTO He OBIIIO.

— Peiin? BenuHpa BEIKPUKHYJIA ee UM, IPOTATHBAs pyKy. MecTo, rae PeiiH monxkHa Oblla CIIaTh,
OBLIO TAKUM XOJIOOHBIM. Ee maBHO He OBLIIO.

He Tepsis HU ceKyHObl, benuHga BEICKOYHXIIA U3 CBOEM KPOBaTU U IIPOBEpUIIa BaHHYI0, HO PelH TaM
TOXKe He ObLIIO.

B nmanuke Benunpa BeiOekana U3 ClIaJIbHU M IIOM4Yajach K Cepedune.

Ho Ha nonnyTtu BenuHpa BCTpeTHia CBOIO CBOIHYIO CECTPY B KOPUAOPE, HaXMypeHHEIe OPOBU
CKas3a/i el, YTO MIPOUCXOAUT YTO-TO HeJlaiHoe.

"Cepeduna!" benunpga nocnemmmna Kk Cepedune. "Peiin ymma!"

"4 3na10." CepedrHa KOPOTKO OTBETHIIA, BHIPAXKEHME ee JIKIla CTalo XKeCTKUM, KOTfla OHa nobOaBua.
«3aknHaHue OBbIJIO PA3pPYIIEHO».

Hosocte oT Cepedunt omenomuna benuHoy, KpoBb OTXJIBIHYJIAa OT €€ JIUIa. ITO 04YeHb III0XO0!
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