B koMHaTe OBIJIO TaK TEMHO, KOTfIa Bolyia benuHa, qepKa MomgHOC IeBOM PYKOM, OHa HaXKalla
KHOIIKY ITPaBOM PYKOM, U Cpa3y BCSI KOMHATa OCBETUJIACH SPKUM CBETOM.

— Peiin? BenuHpma Ha3Basa ee UM, HO He IIOJIy4ua OT Hee oTBeTa. «f mpuHecy Tebe yKHUH, ThI
MOXKHA YTO-HUOYOb CheCTh, TagHO? MiHaye Thl HaBpeOuIllh cebe».

BenuHpma mocTaBuia IOJHOC Ha MaJIeHBKHMH CTOIHK PSIIOM C KPOBAThIO, TOJILKO TOT[Aa OHA IIOHSIIA,
4yTO PeliH Ha KpoBaTu He OBIIO, IOTOMY YTO OfIesi/I0 IIPUKPHIBAJIO TOJBKO MOAYIIKY IO HUM.

— Peitn? Y0emuBmuce, 4To PeitH Tam HeT, benuHaa coepHynIa ofesijio ¥, Kak OHa U fiyMasna, TaM
HUKOT'0 He OBLIO.

[TocmemHo OHa BhINIUIA U3 KOMHATH ¥ Opocuiiach K 00eeHHOMY CTOJIY, 32 KOTOPEIM BCe ellle CUMeNH
Padasns u Kanneo.

"Peun ymna!" — B maHuKe cka3aja benuHpa.

"Xa?" Kanneb monoxumn TpyokKy B pykKe u ycTaBuics Ha benunmy. "Te yBepeHa?"

Peiin He Morma 3dCHYTH, OHa JaXKe He CMOI'JIa 3aKPEITE I'lla3a, He IIPeCIIeays 06pa3 6emoro 3BEPS B
€ro kKaJIKOM COCTOsIHHH.

Peiin ceyla Ha KpoBaTh U TYIIO YCTaBUIach B CTeHY nepen coboii. OHa Jaxe He ycIiela OLIeHUTS,
HACKOJIbKO KPaCHBOM U MUJIOH OblJla KOMHAaTa, KOTOPYIO OHa 3aHMMaJa, Kak ee cepale 3abuioch
OrICTpee, MoKa He 3abomeno.

Bce BocnomuHaHus 0 Topake 3all0JIOHUTIN €€ Pa3yM, 1 3To OBIJI0 TaK 00JIbHO, KOT/la ey MPHUIIIOCh
IIOTEPSATH MYKUMHY, KOTOPHIU 11001 ee 6€30T0BOPOYHO.

[ToTepsina ero?

I'me-To cpenu BOCIIOMMHAHMM, KOTOPHIMU OHA Aenuiachk ¢ TopakoM, OBII MOMEHT, KOTa OHa Tak
0osi1ach €ro, KOrfa OH MoTepsia ce0st u3-3a CBOET0 3Beps ¥ YOI APYroro JIMKaHa, JaXe IJ1a3oM He
MOPTHYB.

«MBICITb 0 TOM, YTOOB TPUYUHUTE TeOe 60T, HUKOTIa He MPUOET MHE B T'OJIOBY, JaKe eCJIH 5
IOTePsTI0 ce0sT 13-3a CBOET0 3BepPsi, OH IMPOMOJIXKUT 3auuinaTh Tebs». ['ma3a Topaka cierka
IIOTYCKHEJIH, TPEeBOTa B ero ceplle Coxkpasia ero 3axuBo. — Ho, mymaro, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, S BCE Xe
TaK UM HHa4e MPUYuHuI Tebe 60/b, ¥ MHE OUYeHb XKallb... —



PeiiH pe3ko BOOXHYA, U, KaK OYITO KTO-TO BBIIMJI BEIPO XOJIOMHOM BOILI, ¥ €€ 03apHUJI0 TOHUMAHHUE.

[ToHsTH, KOTTIa OHA Hayasla BEIOEraTh M3 CBOEH KOMHATH M HAllPaBUIACh K IIOJI3EMHOH OBEPH, I'Te
OHU [epKalu 3Beps.

OmHako, KOTjIa OHa MOTIKITAIach OTKPHITh PY4YKY, OHa Oblla 3amepTa. OHa mompo6oBasa mapy pas u
Maxke TOJKHYJIa 3alepTyI0 ABEPh CBOUM CJIabBIM TEJIOM, HO 6e3pe3yIbTaTHO.

[To mpoIrecTBUM Yaca, a ee MOMbITKA TakK ¥ He Jajla HUKAKOTro Pe3yJbTaTa, OHa yrepsach CIIMHOM B
[IBEPh U PYXHYJa Ha TOJI.

Peiin enBa criblllaia 3BEpHHbIN 00I€3HEHHBIN BOM, KOTOPHIM 9XOM OTHABaJsICs CKBO3b CTEHY 3a
3aKPHITOM IBEPHIO, CIIOBHO OH KOTO-TO 3Bal.

OH 3Bar ee... CBOIO mapy...

TeMm He MeHee, Pelit Obla 3Mech, 00HUMAS CBOE TeJo, He 3Hasd, YTO OHAa MOXKET ClelaTh, YTOOH
001eryuth 00Jb 3BEPS BHU3Y.

My4uTenbHbIM 3BYK OTPA3UICS CKBO3b CTEHY U OTPA3UJICS B €€ Cepflle, BEI3BaB [YIIeBHYIO 00,
IIOXO0KYIO Ha TO, KaK eciii OBl KTO-TO 6e32KaloCTHO pa3faBUll BCe ee TeJO.

Cnes He 6Ob110, PeliH gaxke cIUIIKOM ycCTasa, YTOOH miakaTh. OHA CXBaTHIACh 3a IepeN CBoen
py0arnku, 4To6bI YMEHBIINUTL O0JIb B CepAlle, HO 3TO COBCEM He ITOMOTJIO.

Peiin ImoTepsdaila CHEeT BpeMeHHU, KOI'la CUeJila TaM, OHa He 3HaJla, CKOJIEKO BpEMEHH IIPOBEJIa TaM,
IIOKa I'oJIoC Cepe(l)I/IHBI He BRIPBAJI €€ U3 TEMHOI'O MeCTd, OXBATHUBIIETO €€ OYIIIy.

"Yro THI 3m€ech Aenaems?” CepeduHa Haxmypunach. OHa cMOTpesna Ha PeliH CBOMMHU SIPKO-3€JI€eHBIMU
r7a3aMu, ee B3TJISM CKOIL3UI OT OiemHOro Nrila PeliH K ABepH mo3aAu Hee, OTKyHa JOHOCHIICS
XKYTKUY BOU. — THI X04elllb C HUM BCTPeTUThCI? OHa goraganachk.

"Mory 51?" B 0IyCTOIIIEHHOM COCTOSIHUY €€ TOJI0C 3By4aJsl Tak, OyATO ee KTO-TO 3aTyLIu]I.

— Ecnu THI X04elIb BCTPETUTLCS C HUM, IToueMy Onl Tebe He BOMTH BHYTPh? CepeduHa cKa3ama
[IeJIOBUTEIM TOHOM, HO, YBUZIEB XMYPO€ BhIpaXkKeHue nuiia PeitH, cpa3y moHsa, B ueM npobiaema. "O!
Mos mpekpacHast 60oruHs!" — pa3gpakeHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA.

[Tpor3Hecs cBoe capKacTu4ecKoe 3aMedaHue, CepeduHa mpolria MEMO PeliH 1 mocTana Kilo4 13-
TIOJT JTAMITHI, CTOSIIEN PSIOOM C IBEPHIO.



"Brl uiiete 310?" Kitou 6omTancs Ha TOHKOM manbile CepeuHs.

Peiin 3acTaBuia cebs BCTaTh U epeBesia B3TJIs C KiIo4a Ha muno CepeduHE!, OCie 4ero B3sia
MaJieHbKUH MeTall U JepKaJja ero Kak camoe LieHHOe, 4TO y Hee OBIJIo.

— Tul melicTBuTeNnbHO GecrioMolnHa. CepedrHa yCMeXHYyIach U yKe coO0upanach OCTaBUTh PeiiH ofHy,
Korga o0epHyach u fobaBuia. «X0pOIIO IIOAyMaH, Pexke YeM PELIUThCS Ha 4To-TO. [IpocTo amns
CBEMIeHMS: MOXKET OBITh, THI €T0 ITapa, HO 3B€Ph OCTAETCS 3BEPEM».

CxkasaB 310, CepeduHa 3alaraja Ipodb ¥ UCYe3lia, KOT{a TOBepHYJIach B PYTOM YTy KOPUOOpa.

ManeHbKUI METaJIUK B €e JIaOOHU ORI TAKUM XOJIOOHEIM, CJIOBHO BO3BEIAJI 0 CBOEM
CYILIeCTBOBAHUH, ITPOCS €€ HCII0Ib30BaTh €T0.

OpHako, mpexae ueM PeliH ycriena OTKPHTh UM [IBeps, ronoc Kanneba Hamyrasn ee ¥ 3aCTaBUI IIOYTH
BLIPDOHUTHL METaINIMYeCKUN KITI0Y.

"Bot TeI re!" - ¢ o6neryenueM BOCKIUKHYT Kanneb u mupokuMu maraMmu Opocusncs K Peiir. — T
YyTh He oBesla bemuHay 10 cCepevyHoro IPUCTyIa, Korja OHa He CMOTJIa HalTu TeOs B TBOeH
KOMHAaTe.

Benuupna u Padasnb nocnenosanu 3a KannebowMm, 1 Korma BegbMa CpefHUX JIET YBUeNa, YTO C PeliH
BCe B IIOPSIIKE, OHA 3aK/II0YHJIa €€ B CBOU KPEMKUE, TEIJIbIe OOBITHS.

— 4 gymana, 94T0 ¢ TOOOM CITy4MIIOCH YTO-TO I1JIOX0e. BenuHma 3acKynuna.

«THI CTTIIKOM MHOTO myMaelrb». Kanne6 orpyran ee. — 4 ke roBopu Tebe, YTO OHA BCe elIle B
moMme.

"f B mopsigke." Peilin noxyonana benuHay mo cnuHe, Korga oHa ocBoOoausachk oT Hee. — Ho Mory g
Ternepb yBULgeTh Topaka?

YcnpiaB Bonpoc PeitH, aTMocdepa BHE3AITHO HaKaJKilach, KOTJla OHM IIOCMOTPENH APYT Ha ApYTa,
He 3Has, 4TO CKa3aTh O ee MMpockhe.

Hakosner Padasnb 3aroBopun ¢ PeiiH u3BUHSOMMMCI TOHOM. «MHe 04eHb Xajib, PeliH, HO g gyMaro,
YTO BEl HE CMOXKETe YBUETh €0 CHOBa, [T0KA €r0 COCTOSIHUE He CTabUIN3UpyeTCs».

Padasnes gyman, uro Peiin OygeT HacTauBaTh Ha TOM, UTOOBI YBUIETH 3BEPS, HO, KO BCeOOIIeMy
yIOUBIIEHUIO, OHA COTJIaCUIacs.



"Xopomo." — cka3ana PeliH, TMX0 3aCOBbIBas KJIIOU 3@ IITAHHL.
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