PeiiH mouyBCcTBOBaja ce0si HEJIOBKO M3-3a TOTO, YTO CKa3an ei Padasns. OHa BUOeIa COCTOSHUE
Topaka B cBoeM BUIEHHUH, ¥, KpOMe THeBa U3-3a TOT0, KaK OHU oOparanuck ¢ Topakom, PeiiH He
HalllTa IPUYKUH HeHaBUIETh eTo, Ho moueMy Padasib chemnan 9To Tak, Kak OynTo Topak mpeBpaTUICs
B COBEPIIEHHO OTBPATUTEILHOE CYIIECTBO?

"f He Oymy, 3aueM MHe?" PeliH mO4YyBCTBOBAJIa, KakK K rOpJIy MOACTYIaeT CTPaHHBIY THEB.

"4 nmpocto rosopw." Padasne ycTynun, 3aBes ABUTraTesIb U yTHAJI BHEJOPOXKHUK.

B mocnenHee BpeMs PeiiH cTana merde pa3gpaxkaTrhCs IO MeoYyaM, a MOXKeT OBITh, IeJi0 B TOM, YTO
Pacdasnmp MHOTO pa3 Melas eil BCTPeTUThes ¢ TopakoM, Tak 4To Pacdasiio 6510 6€30macHo He
TIPUHUMATD ee TIJIOXYI0 CTOPOHY U He ITPOBOIIMPOBATE e [ajblIle.

Hopora oT aspomopTa no Topaka 3aHsija ellle MoJTopa Yaca.

CHauarsa PeyiH mymara, 4TO OHU IIOMAYT B TOPOA BOPOHOB, IAe HAXOOUJICS JOM CTau, OOHAKO Jopora
Oblla IpyroM, YeM B IIOCJIeHUM pa3, Korpaa Peiin Oblyia TaM.

YeM mamblile OHM €Xajlld, TEM MEHbIIIe JII0gel U MallliH OHM BUOEIH.

U xorga, HaKOHeII, B30IIJIO COJIHIle, OHU ITONONUIIH K O0/IbIIOMY rojly0oMy JOMY CO CTaTysIMU
TOPTYJKii 10 00eUM CTOPOHAM OOJIBIINX ABOMHBIX BOPOT.

Padasnb gBaxabl MOCUTHAIKI MalllHe, TPeXAe YeM U3 MallMHb BBILIEN MyK4YHWHA. ITO 3aCTaBUIIO0
PeiiH B3OpOTrHYTh ¥ U30ATh CAABIIEHHBIN KPUK.

«Bce B mopsake, Peitn...» Kanne6 o6epHyIcs u ycMexHycs. «OH TOXKe JTUKaH».

— 4 3Hal0... — 3axHBIKaJa PeliH, yBUIeB, YTO MyKUKMHa, KOTOPHIM ObLT KpymHee Mapka, ¢ 60pofioi
OOCTUTAIl IepeIHeN YaCTH ero 60JIBIIOro XKHUBOTa.

Hackombko 6omnbimmmM oH ObT B hopMe JInKaHa? OTOT HEYMECTHHIN BOIIPOC IPOHECCS Y Hee B T'OJIOBe
Ha HEeCKOJIKO CEKYHI,.

ITocye TOro, Kak OrPOMHEIA MyXK4¥MHAa yYBUOEN Pagassis, OH CKJIOHWII I'OJIOBY B IOMUYMHEHUH ¥ Hadal
OTKPHIBATh BOPOTA, YTOOKI OHU BOIUIK B OOIIMPHEIA OBOP C IBIIIHBIMY OEPEBbSIMH II0 IYTH K
TJIaBHOMY JIOMY.

9T0 MecTo OBIJIO 97IETAHTHHIM, a TJIaBHBIM I0M, He 04eHb 0OJIbIION, ¢ 06eMX CTOPOH CKPHIBAJICS 3a
CTaphIMU IEPEBBSIMU.



oM OBLI BEIKPAIIIEH B OenbIi IBET C MHOZKECTBOM OKOH, 49TO ITIO3BOJIAJIO KOMY-TO CHAPY2KH SACHO
BUOETh BHYTPEHHIOIO YaCTh JOMa.

Peiin Oblsia mopaxKeHa 3THM KPaCUBHIM 3[JaHUEM IIepef] ee TIa3aMi.

Korpa onu crynunu Ha nmopor, Kannme6 Bctasn psifoM ¢ Hell ¥ TOIKHYT ee JIOKTeM B 60K. «9TO BCEro
U KaMy gk, HacTosamas GyHKINUS 9TOT0 30aHUS — IION 3eMIen».

«4YTO HaXOOHUTCS B IOAIONbe?» Korma oHa 3ajaia BOIpocC, IIaMsTh 0 MeCTe, I'ie Jepxkaiu Topaka,
IIPOMEJIbKHYJIA B €€ T'0JI0Be, HAaIIOMHMB €H 0 TOM, HACKOJIbKO Y2KaCHO 9TO MECTO.

«CKOpO BBI 9T0 yBUAUTE». Kanneb momopuuics.

[To cpaBHEHHUIO C TToA3eMenbeM B [lepeBHE BOpOHOB, 9TO MECTO OBIIIO Xy2Ke TOTO, XOTSI BHEIITHE 9TO
MeCTO ObIJIO TAKMM KPACHBHIM ¥ BRI3BIBAIOIIUM BocxuieHue. Cam Kanne6 Obi 3mech BCEro OOUH paa.

— PeiiH, THI 3mech!? 3HAKOMBIM T'OJIOC ITOMIPUBETCTBOBAN UX, KOT{la OHU TOJIBKO BOIIIA B JOM.

9to Obinta BenmuHpma, XKeHIMHA CPefHUX JIeT mondexkarna K PeilH ¥ Kpenko o0HsJIa ee, B3BOJTHOBAHHO
IIOTHpasi CIUHY.

Benunpga u CepeduHa UMeIH OOHY ¥ Ty K€ KPOBb OT CBOET'0 OTIA, YHCTOKPOBHOH BEObMEI, HO, CYMIs
TI0 BHEITHEMY BUY, JIFOOU AyMajH, 4To benuHga - MaTh CepeduHEI, TOTOMY YTO B Hel ObIJIa KPOBb
000POTHSI.

Y 000pOTHS meHCTBUTENBHO O0JIbINas MPONOIKUTEIbHOCTh XKU3HU, HO OHA OblJIa HE TAaKOH [JIMHHOM,
KaK Y TUKAHOB, ¥ UX BHEIIIHWM B HaUKWHAJI MEHSThCS IIOCJIe TOr0, KaK UX BO3pacT JocTuran domiee
YeTHIPEXCOT JIET, TO3TOMY OBIJIO IIOHSITHO, YTO benuuma BeIrIsAmesnna crtapiie CepeduHbl, ITOCKOJIBKY Y
Hee YKUCTas KPOBE.

— Benunpa? PeiiH o3amayeHHO OTBETHUIA Ha ee 00bsATHs, OHa faxe 3abbisia, KOTHa B MOCITETHUH pa3
BCTpevasach ¢ Benuupoi B ropone ®ynbpariTa.

B nmocnemguuit pa3, Korjga oHa MOMHMIA, benuHaa moMorarsa e ogeThCs Ha BeUePHHKE B YECTh ee
BOCEMHapilaTuneTus, rue Topak 06baBUI My0nuKe 00 UX OTHOLIEHUSX.

[Tocrne aToro ew ckasanu, 4To benuHmga mo3aboTunack 0 Cepedune, Korma y Hee BOZHUKIIA
HeraTUBHAS peakIus U3-3a TOTO, YTO OHA UCTOINMIa JIYHY CUIB TMKAHTPOIIa, KOTa OHU
OTIIPABHUJIKCH B IIPOIIJIOE, a 3aTeM PeliH HUKorHa 0OJIbIlle 0 HEl He CIIbIIaia.

"0, momoxpaute!" BenuHIa BHE3AITHO OTTOJIKHYJIA ee OT cels, ee rja3a PaCIINPHUINCh, KOTIa OHa
ycraBunack Ha Padasns. «Ilouemy oHa 3mech? Anbda crenuanbHO ckasas Tebe He coobuaTs 00 3ToM



Petin».

Peiin uyBCcTBOBasa, KakK ee cepiie 6e3KalloCTHO CKKUMaeTcs cioBamu benunpbl. ITouemy Topak GBI
TaK HEeMpPeKJIOHeH, YTOOkl He coo0IIaTh ef 0 CBoeM cocTosTHMHU? Pa3Be oHa He Oljla ero mapou?

Topak caM CcKasas el, 4To OHM OyOyT [eflaTh YTO-TO BMECTE, HO II0YEeMY ee OCTaBHUJIA B HEBEIeHUN?
PeliH MPHUINIOCh IPHU3HATE, YTO OHA OBbIZIa pa3odyapoBaHa U PacCTPOeHa pelieHneM Topaka.

— MozxeIb MOIPOCUTH CBOIO CECTPY 3mechk. Ha Bompoc Benunmbr oTBeTHN Kanne6, OH BHI3HIBAIOIIE
B3rsaHyNn Ha Cepeduny psmoM ¢ coOoi.

— Tebe cTaHOBUTCS Jerdye, Korga Thl CBaJMBaellh BUHY Ha MeHs? CepeduHa nogHsna 6posu. «He
IPUTBOPSINACS, YTO HE X0uelllb, YT0oOb PeitH 3Hanma 06 aToM. TH Haxe He OCTaHaBIUBaellb MeHs». OHa
yCMeXHYJIaCh U BBICOKOMEPHO IIOIIa BIEpe[.

910 mpaBaa, uTo Kanneb xoTen paccka3aTh PeliH 0 MeCcToHaxoxkaeHUn Topaka, HO, TOCKOJIbKY OH
ObL1 00513aH IOTYHUHUTHCS MTPHUKa3y CBOero Anb(bl, OH He MOT 3TOTO CHe/laTh.

K cuacTrio, ¢ xutpocThio CepeduHE! el yoanoch pemuTs npobnemy. 3uauut, Kanned He uMen mpasa
BUHUTD €€ B 3TOM, KOTZIa Y HETO Te XKe HaMePeHUsI, 9YTO ¥  BebMHI.

«CepeduHa! Trl He MOXKeIllb TO3BOJIUTH €l BCTPETUTHCS C TopakoM ceidac!» — 3akpudana benvHga
Ha CBOIO CBOHYIO ceCcTpy. — THI He cepxkaria ciosa!

Cepeduna ob6epHyIach, HAXMYPHUBIIKUCh, €TO CBETIIO-3eJIeHbIe IJIa3a CTalu sSpye, Korjaa OHa
nocMoTpena Ha benmunny. — TBo# Anbda HUYEro He TOBOPUII O TOM, YTO HEJIb3sT ObIJI0 IPUBONUTE €€
IIPSIMO CIOfia, OH IIPOCTO IIOIIPOCUIT MeHS He coobiraTh PeitH 00 9TOM MecTe. — YMHO CKa3aJla OHa,
oO0HapyxuB omuOKY B puKa3e Topaka.

«ThI Takas 6eccTokasi». benuHma 3almmnesna, a 3aTeM IIOBEPHYJIach K PeliH, BhIpaXkeHue ee Iulla
CMATYUIOCh. «PeiiH, M0os foporasi, IpOCTO UAX OOMOM, II0XKaJyHiCTa... TH He X04elllb BUAETh Topaka B
€r0 HLIHEIIHEM COCTOSHUUY.

Heoxunanuo PeliH IUHUYHO 3aCMesiach Han Moab00i BenuHarl, a Korna oHa OCTaHOBUIIACK,
XOJIOOHO CcKa3aja: "
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