— 3HaA4YUT, MeHs TPYAHO 3alllUTUTh? — eXUOHO cKa3ana PeliH, 6pocuB Ha Padasns Kocoii B3Tdz,
IpexXe YeM MOBEPHYThCS, YTOOH! BRIUTH U3 oduca. «Ecnu Tebe TPyAHO 3aIIUTUTh MEHS, He feai
3TOr0». — JIeAsHLEIM TOHOM 3asiBUJIa OHa.

Padasnp moTepsin map peuu, OH He 3HAJ, C KAKUX 0P CTajI0 TPYOHO UMeTh Aeno ¢ PeitH. OHa
MU3MEHHUTIACh... CUJTBHO.

"Kyma Tel upemsb?" — HaXMypPUBILIKCH, cipocun Padasns, yBUAeB, Kak PeliH BhIIIa U3 KOMHATHI.
Brino 681 x0poI1o, ecniy OB OHa IOC/iefoBaia Npuka3y Padasns u nomuia momoii ¢ Kannebom dyepes
CEeBEePHHIM BBIXO, HO OH COMHEBAJICS, YTO OHa CHejlaeT 3TO cerdac.

Peiin OblyTa CIMIIKOM pa3TrHeBaHa, YTOOBI OTBETUTH MY, ¥ IIPOCTO YIIUIa, HE OTJISIABIBASICh.

3a Heit mobexan Kanme6. «f1 MOMKITal0Ch yTOBOPUTE €€, Hy... HO s He 00elan».

KanneOy ymanoch JorHaTh ee, KOT{la OHa TOJILKO BoIIa B MUPT, ['aMMe IPHUIIIOCH PUCKOBATh PYKOH,
KOTTIa OH IIBITAJICS TIOMENIaTh MeTaIINYeCKON OBEePU 3aKPHIThCS.

«Peiin! 4 uyTh He moTepsn pyKy!» Kanneb 3akpuyan ¥ fpaMaTU4HO CXKaJl PyKYy, KOT{ia BOILEN B TOT
e MUQT, 94TO U OHa. — THI faXke He MHTAelIbCId IPUAEPKAaTh IBEPE.

Peiin maXe He pearupoBajia Ha HeyKiioxue myTku Kanneba, Cl0XKMUB PyKU Ha TPYOH, BEIpakKeHNE ee
nuia OBIIO JIUIIEHO KaKUX-Tu00 SMOIHH.

«ThI K€ 3Haelllb, KaKou cTporuit Padase... oH cnenyet npukasy Anbdri». Kanned mokadan rojgoBoH.
«HeT, Ha caMoM [eJie OYeHb TPYAHO He TIOOYMHUTHCS MIPHKa3y aib(bl. Takoe OIIyIleHue, YTO ThI
IIPOTUB CBOEU ITPUPOIEI».

Kanmne6 B3rnsiHyn Ha PeliH, KoTopas mo-ipexXHeMy HUKaK He oTpearupoBana. OH 6€CIIOMOIIHO
B3[0OXHYJ. PasroBapuBaTh ¢ ynpsaMou PeliH CTaHOBUIIOCH BCe TPYAHEE U TPYHHEE.

[Toyemy ee oTHoOUIEHHUE BCe GombIme U GorbIle HpaBUTCS TOpaKy?

HI/I(I)T OTKDEIJICA, KOT'Ia OHKU JOCTUTJIX II€PBOT0 3TaKa C TUXUM 3BYKOM.

Kak TonbKO MeTannudecKas ABepb OTKPHIIAch, PeiH BhIIIA, Jaxe He B3TISHYB Ha Kanneba. OHa
CBEpHYJIa HallpaBO ¥ HANpaBUJIach MPSIMO B BECTUOIOIb.

B atoT momenT Kanneb moHsii, 4To PeitH 4TO-TO 3aMHIIIISET. «PeiiH, CeBEPHBIN BHIXOM HAXOOUTCS B
IIPOTUBOIIOI0KHOM HalpaBiaeHun». Kanmned coobuum el, moTOMY YTO UM CKa3alau UOTH Yepes
CEBEPHBIN BHIXO[I, YTOOBI BHINTH U3 3MAHUS.



Kak u panbie, PeiiH He 0TBeTHIIa, KOTA OHA IPOIIa Yepe3 BeCTUOIIb U MOTy4YuIa MHOXKECTBO
TIPUBETCTBUYM OT COTPYIHUKOB, KOTOPHIE MTPOXOOUIN MUMO Hee, HO PeliH He 0TBETHIIa HU Ha OHO U3
HUX.

— Peiin, ToI Kyma? C pnuHHBIME HOTaMu Kaie6 Ovi10 j1erko gorHaTh ee TeMil. "Peiin!" OH cxBaTul
€e 3a PYKY, 4TOOBI TOMeIIaTh el UATH MPSIMO K OBePH BecTuO0I0/s, Tie coOpanoch MHOTO JIIOTeH,
TIOJINITUS, TTI0KapHbIE, TepcoHan u apyrue CMU.

HoBocTb 0 cerogHsIIHeM COObITUY HaBepHsIKa CHOBA MOTPsic/ia ObI BECh TOPOJ, TOYHO TakK XkKe, Kak
Topak 00bsiBUN PeliH CBOeH XKEHIIUHOM.

Xoporo, 4To PeitH mocTuria Bo3pacTa, KOrga OHa CUMTAlach B3POCIION. Tak 4TO OHU HE MOTIH
HanacTh Ha HUX U3-3a IOHOTO Bo3pacTa PelH, OHU BCe elle TOBOPHUIN O Pa3phiBE B BO3PACTe MEXIY
HUMU ABYMSI.

— Ecnu TH He X0uelllb TOBOPUTH MHe, I'ie Topak, nmagHo! — psiBkHysa Peiin Ha Kanne6a. "f Hainmy
ero!"

Kanne6 nokauan rojoBoi. «PeiiH, Anb¢ha He HaXOOUTCS B TOM MECTE, T'ie ero JIeTKo HalTu». OH
IIOHU3UJI TOJIOC U3-3a OKPYKAaIIINX UX Jofger. — [laBail CHadasa JOMO.

Peiin orTonkHyna pyky Kamnneba ot cebsi, Korma Ta 37106HO IOCMOTpesia Ha Hee. «Pa3Be TH He
CIBIIIHIID, YTO S CKa3aja? & He BEePHYCh, TOKa He y3Halo, Ife HaXoouTcs Topak ¥ YTO C HUM
CITy4UIIOCH.

«PetiH...» Kanmeb XoTesn 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO PelH eIsiHEIM TOHOM 000pBas ero.

— 4 tBos JIyHa unu g mpocTo nogpyra Topaka? — cIpocusia OHa HU3KUM T'OJIOCOM.

Kannme6 HaxMypuJycs, OH He 3HaJI, IoueMy PeliH 3afiana eMy 3TOT Bompoc. "KoHeuHo, TH ApyT ANbGH,

Peitn mpukycuna ry6y, Kak oHa u gymasna. OHa Obiyia moppyroit Anbdrl, a He JIyHOU cTau.

Onu momyManu 0 Hell Ipexae BCero Kak o XkKeHIIuHe Topaka, a He KakK 0 KOM-TO, KTO paBeH Anbde.

CnepmoBaTenbHO, OHM OYOYT yBaXKaThb ee Kak xXeH1Hy Topaka, HO TUTYN JIyHbL OBUT 4151 HEE TOIBKO
yecThio ObITH apoy Topaka, a He 4eM-TO, YTO UMeJIO A7l HuX 0c000e MK 3HAYUTEeIbHOE 3HaUeHHe.

Tak mymanu maxe Kanne6 u Padaars...

Peiin BEIHYKeHa Oblyla MPU3HATD, YTO Pe3Kue ci1oBa CepeduHbl OKa3aluch mpaBaoi. HUKTO u3 cTau



He CMOTpeJI Ha Hee, IIOTOMY 4YTO TOT, Ha KOI'O OHM CMOTPEJIH, OBLIJT KEM-TO 110331 Hee.

B mporiioM 3T0 coBepIieHHO He 6ecriokouio PeiiH, B IPOIIIOM, He TOBOPS YKe 0 TOM, YTOOH
3aCTaBUTh OPYTUX JIIOEN yBaXKaTh ee, OHa faxe Oblyla 0YeHb O1arofgapHa, €C/Id OHU He TIHITaIuCh
IPUYUHUTD el 60JIb.

OpHako, Korma PeitH cMupuiach ¢ TeM, 4To Xo4eT OBITh ¢ TopakoMm, U C TEM, YTO OHA YYBCTBOBAJIA,
YTO KTO-TO JIIOOUT ee TaK CUILHO, UTO 3aX0Tella CeaTh Bce, YTOOL KUMETh BO3MOXKHOCTD OBITh C HUM,
OHa IIOHS$Ja, 4TOo O0JIbIlle HE MOXKET 0CTAaBaThCSI B CTOPOHE U ITO3BOJIATE ce0e MOCTOSHHO HaXOOUThCS
107 3aIllUTOMH.

Topaxk OBLT OMHUM K3 CAMBIX CUITBHBEIX CYIIECTB, HO 3TOT (PaKT He Mellas ero BparaM 6e3:kKaoCTHO
aTaKOBaTh €r0, OHM IIBITAJIUCh HAWTH ero c1aboCTh, a eMUHCTBEHHOU c1abocThio Topaka Onlyta Pelin.

Ero npusrerns.

PeiiH He xoTena ObITH cTAa0EIM MeCcTOM Topaka, II03TOMY OHa pellliia CTaTh CUIbHee, U IOCJe TOTO,
yepes3 4TO OHa IIPOIIJIa, ¥ BCEX €€ YCUJIMi, HallpaBJIeHHHIX Ha TO, YTOOHI CTaTh Jydlllell Bepcue ceos,
3TOT0 0Ka3a0Ch HEOCTaTOYHO.

To, KaK OHM He BOCIPHHSIIM €e ¥ ee CII0Ba BCepbes, 0YeHb paccTpousio ee. OHA IMPOCTO XOTena
BCTPETUTHLCS ¢ TOPAKOM ¥ y3HATh, YTO C HUM CIIyYMIIOCh.

W uem GOJIbITIE OT HEe MEITATKCh CKPEITh 9TO A0, TeM 00JIblle TPeBOXKuUIack PeiiH. OTHOIIEHKE
Padasnsa u Kanneba TonpKo erre 0o0JblIe ee pa3gpaxarlo.

«Ecmu T cunTaellb MeHs cBoell JIyHOU, cKaxu MHe, rae Topak». PeiiH He nuTana 0co00i HafeXK/Ibl
Ha CBOM CJIOBa, OHa 0e3pe3y/lIbTaTHO CIPAIIKBAJia OOHO U TO XK€ B PA3HBIX IIPEJI0KEeHUSX.

«VI3BuHUTE, 1 He MOry...» Kanneb nocMOTpes U3BUHSIOMIKXMCS B3TJIAL0M, OH IPOTSHYJ PYKY, YTOORI
B34Th PYKY PeliH, HO PeliH CHOBa OTKa3ajCs OT IPUKOCHOBEHUS.

A OTOM 3TO CIIYYHUIIOCh.
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