"Yr10 970 3a 3amax?" Topak pe3Ko OTKPHITI ABEPH CTOI0BOM, BEIpaXKEHUE ero Julla CTalo XKEeCTKUM,
KOrfa OH yBupen coctosinue PeriH. "Kposw?" OH 3aprlyasi IIpU 3TOM CJIOBe U 3aluaraj K PeiH.

«Topakxk... 1...» PeliH Bce elrle Oblia cOMTA C TONKY BHE3AIIHOM CMEHOM 00CTaHOBKU U BpeMeHU, KpoMe
toro, Cepeunsl He OBITIO PSIAOM, YTOOBI OOBSICHUTD, UTO K€ Ha CaMOM [iejie C HUMH IIPOU30III0?

Kak Hacyet ®abuana? Yrto c HUM clIy4duock? M ux moesmgka 3a rpumyapoM? buTsa B 3aMke? Kak
HacueT JoHa? I'me oH? OH Bce emie B npomuiom? ['me Cepedurna? U elle MHOTO BOIIPOCOB...

OpHaKO HUKTO HE MOT €M OTBETHUTH, IIOTOMY UTO MOCJIEMHUM CJI0BOM CepeduHbl ObIIO AEPXKATH 3TO
Iesio B TaliHe; 0 TpUMyape U OUTBe B 3aMKe Takxke Topake U ero CeMbe.

«3HaHue MPOIIIOTO,

«Tebe 6onmpHO? [ToueMy Ha Tebe 3TO nnaThe?» Topak TIIATEILHO OCMOTPET €e, HO KPOBh Ha ee
BOJIOCAX, JIWIIE U TIJIaThe, TO-BUIUMOMY, IIPUHAIIeXkKana He ei. OH HeXKHO YITUIIHYT ee 3a
1o00POI0K, YTOOH OHa IIOCMOTpETia Ha Hero. «JIl060Bb MOS... CKaXKU MHE, YTO CIIyYUI0CH?»

Topak 4yBCTBOBAJI, KakK €ro 3BEPb PHICKAET Y €ro TOJI0BE, BCTPEBOXKEHHBIM BUIOM CBOEU IapHI,
3a/IUTOX KPOBBIO.

Peiin Orlna B3BOJIHOBaHa ¥ [e30pHeHTHpoBaHa. OHa HaXMypHach, Korga mocMorpesa Topaky B
rnasa. — Topak, KakK JOJT0 s OTCYTCTBOBaja?

910 OBLN IIEPBHIM BOMIPOC, BLIJIETEBIINH U3 €€ YCT, KOTa OHa CO CTPaxoM U HeJOyMeHUeM
ImocMOTpena Ha Topaka.

"Cxronpko?" Topak HaxMypua 6POBH U IPUTSHYT K ceOe PeitH. «TH MPOCTO CIyCTHUIIAC ABE MUHYTHI
Ha3ajl, Mos J1I000Bb, HO KaK THI 0 TAKOTO gokaTtuiac? Yto mpoucxoguno? Yss 3TO KpoBh?"

OH o4eHBb BOJTHOBAJICS, HO TIBITAJICS IIOOABUTh 3TO, Ha cnyqaﬁ, €CJI4 €T0 IIapa UCIIyraeTCHd. Ho on
HHUYero He MOT II0JejiaTh, a CTUCHYII 3Y6H 1 3adaBall cebe Te xke BOIIPOCHI.

OH cHOBa He cMOT 3amuTUThL ee? CKONBKO pa3 PeilH mocTpaaa oM ero 3amuron? Pa3se oHa He
IOOJIXKHA OLITH B 6€30IIaCHOCTU C HUM?

OTH BOIIPOCH! TPOIOJIKAIKA OUTHCS B €T0 T'OJIOBE, IIOCKOJIBLKY OH YyBCTBOBa cebs 6ecrmone3nsiM. OH
He 3HaJI, KaK 3aluTUuTh ee. Ero 3amuTHas CTOPOHA U GOJIbINAs YacTh ero 3BEPST XOTEIU COXPAHUTh
Peiin st ce0st gBaAIATh YETHIPE Yaca, CIPSTaB €e OT IUKOTO BHEIIHETr0 MUpA.

OpHaKO ero COBeCTh 3HaJla, YTO 3TO He BHIXOH. PeliH Bmaja B fenpeccuio. Topak [AeldCTBUTEIbHO
xoTeJ1, 9ToOhI PeitH mesasna Bce, YTO e HPaBUIOCh.



Topak ObLI B IPOTUBOPEYUH C caMUM COOO.

"Most mo60Bb?" Topak IOIMBITAJICS [T03BaTh €€, YBUIEB, UTO ee I'1a3a OBIJIM paccesHbl, Kak OyaTo y
Hee He OBITIO MPUCYTCTBUS Ayxa. "Peiin!" M3 cBoero 6ecroKoicTBa OH BHIKPUKHYII €€ UMsI, 3TO OBbIJT
IIePBBIY pa3, Korfga Topak Ha3Bal ee uM4.

[TocTenenHo rna3a PeliH nepeMecTunuch Ha Topaka ¥ COKYCHPOBaINCh Ha HEM, OHa OTKpPHIJIa POT U
O4YeHb TUXO IIPOoIIelTania.

«Topax... 1 TONMbKO 4TO KOe-Koro youna». IIOCKOIbKY eif He pa3pelanoch HUUero rOBOPUTE O
mpoIioi nHpopManuy, a Takxke Topak HE MOT OTBETHTh HA BCE €€ BOIIPOCH, TO3TOMY
eOUHCTBEHHOE, YTO 6ECIIOKOUTIO ee cerdac, 3TO TOT (GaKT, YTO OHa KOr0-TO yOua.

— T#Hl... KOro-T0 yOouna? Topak HaxXMypui1 OPOBH.

Peiin mporana u3 ero 1moJjs 3peHus TOJIbKO Ha IBE MUHYTHI, TakK KakK JKe OHa MOTJjla KOTo-TO YOUTh 3a
3TOT KOPOTKH TPOMEXKYTOK BpeMeHH? OH TakXke He

«Her... mo60Bb MOS1... THI HUKOTO He yousa. [TocMoTpu caMa, B 3TOM KOMHaTe HUKOTO HeT». Topak
OTJIsAfie]I KOMHATY B IIOMCKAX €e U II0KaydaJsl IOJIOBOU. «3[1eChb HUKOI'0 HeT».

Y10 Ha caMOM [iejie CIIy4YUJIOCh C ero napou?

«Hert, Topaxk... He B 3TOT pa3... B APYrOX pas...» — MPou3Hecsa PelH, IT0Ka ee MBICIIX BCe ellle
KPYKHUJTHCD.

Topak cy3un riasa, 4 Korfja IOHUMaHUe 03apUJIo ero, BEIpaXkeHue ero Julja CTauo MeneIbHbM. «JTO0
Cepduna, BepHo? OHa IpHIIIIa CIofa». ITO ObII He BOMPOC, a YTBEPKICHHE.

VBumEeB, Kak ero mogpyra KWBHYyJa I'OJI0BOM, OH IIPUTSIHYT ee K ce0e, Kpenko o6HsI. «PaccKaxku MHe,
YTO CIy4unoch. Kyma TH IOIIa Ha 3TOT pa3?»

Peiin Toxke Oblia cOMTa C TONKY, OHA yexaja Ha [IBa [IHS, HO, BUAUMO, B peabHOM BpeMeHU BpeMs He
M3MEHHJIOCH.

Kak 3T0 Morjo 66ITh BO3MOXKHO? B mepBEIf pa3, KOrga OHa BePHYJIACh B IIPOIIJIOE, BpeMsI, KOTIa OHa
nponasa 6e3 BeCTH, U BpeMsi, KOorfa OHa Oblna B IepeBHE aHTeJIOB, COBIIAIY.

HagsepHoe, 3T0 651710 U3-3a CepeduHbl?

— Koro Tr1 yOuna? — cHoBa cipocuil Topak.



«OXOTHHKA Ha BONMIIEOHUKOB». — CKa3asa PeifH, 00BUBas pyKaMu Taiauio Topaka, HaclaXkaasich
omyieHreM 6e30IaCHOCTH BCSKUM pa3, KOTHa OHa ObLIa C HUM.

Topak 3aKphly I'71a3a, YTOOH YCIIOKOUTh THEB, OXBATUBIINM BCE €T0 TEJIO.

JIMKQHTPOIIE ¥ OXOTHUKH 3a BONIIEOHMKAMK BeKaMu He ObIJIA B XOPOILIUX OTHOIIEHUSIX. B mpomuiom
6b110 coOBITHE, KOTa Topak He 3HaJl, YTO IMEHHO Pa30PBaJi0 UX OTHOLIEHWUS.

HOCKOHBKy TopaKa 3TO He 3a00TuI0, OH HHUKOI'Id HEe ITbITAJICA BBEISICHUTD, IIOUYEMY.

— OXOTHUK Ha BOJIIIIEOHMKOB XOTeJl HaBpeouTh Tebe? — crpocun Topak, Bce elre ¢ 3aKPLITHIMU
rja3aMy, YYBCTBO BHHHI 3@ TO, UTO OH He CMOT 3alUTUThL CBOIO ITapy, IPHI3NIO €T0 CEPALle.

— OH X0Ten MeHs yOuTh... — CKa3ana PeitH, kpernue o6HuMas Topaka. OHA MOTJIa YyBCTBOBATh
HaIpsIKeHWe B €ro Tejie, KOTHa TOBOPHIA 3T, To3ToMy nobasuia. «Ho Bce B mopsigke... d youna ero
IIEPBEIM...»

«Tol momxkHa. TH HOMXKHa». — TBEPHO cKa3al Topak rpyosM rojocoM. OH YTKHYJICS HOCOM el B
IJIed0, T03BONIKB ce0e BOOXHYTh ee 3alax.

— 4 y6bna Koe-Koro, Topak... — Xaymo6HOo moBTOpuia PeliH.

Topax He 3HaJI, YTO CKa3aTh, YTOOH! YTEUIUTE €€, IOTOMY YTO B €T0 MUPE BHI JJOJIKHHI YOUTD, IIPEXKe
YyeM KTO-TO YOBET Bac, U 9TO OBIJI0 OOBIYHBEIM [EJIOM.

CnenosatenbHo, Topak ObUT HEMHOT'O B PACTEPSIHHOCTH 10 IIOBOAY TOT0, KaK K 3TOMY OTHOCHUJIACh
Peiin. TToueMy 9TO €0 Ka3aloch eil TaKUM BaXKHBIM... HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH He COBCEM IIOHUMAJ
YyBCTBa CBOEM Iaphl PSMO ceryac.

Topak Bce ellle IHITanCcs yoemuTh ee. «ECTA 3TO HEMHOT'O YCIIOKOUT Bac, S faM BaM 3HaTh, UTO 5 yOUI
TBICSTYM CYIIEeCTB. Brl mpopenanu 60mbIryio paboTy, yOuUB TOTO, KTO XOTEN IIPUYUHUTD BaM BPE».

Peyin HaxMypunace ¥ OTTOJIKHYJIa Topaka, yrploMO TJIsIAs Ha HEro.

T OJKHEI T OHY OBITH YTELIUTETFHEIMYU CII0BAMU? YTO 3TO 3a yTEIIUTEIbHEIE CI0BA?
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