«9TO por eguHOpora». — oTBeTuna CepedrHa, He 3aMeqJIss 1Iara, a PeitH 6exasa, 4TOOH IOTHATH
ee.

«Ho oH ncue3 B MoeM Tejie». PeliH HOTpOHYIACh [0 TPYAHU, Te CPOCCsl por efuHopora. «bymeT nu co
MHOMU BCe B IOPSZIKE C 9TOM IITYKOi B MoeM Tejie?» OHa Gecniokounach. CepedrHa cka3asa, 4To OIS
noOe[bl B BOMHe He00X0MMa ee CMepTh, HO ceiiuac OHa He YMpPET, BEPHO?

[Toka ecTtb BpeMsi, Topak ¥ OHa IPUAYMAIOT, KakK MPeOTBPATUTh 3Ty yKACHYI0 Cyab0y, KaK ¥ cKa3all
Topak, aHTeJN-XpaHUTEIb He TIepeXKusI BOMHY, IOTOMY YTO HUKTO He 3a00THIICS O TOM, UTOOHI
3AlUTUT UX, 3TO JEUCTBUTEIIBHO 3ByYasio XKEeCTOKO, HO €CJTH OHU MOCTYIUIN WHAaYe, KTO 3HaJl, KaKOB
OymeT pe3ynbTar.

«Por eguHOpOra TONBKO [JIg 3aIuTe». CepeduHa mocMoTpesia BBEPX, a 3aTeM BIIPaBO U BJIEBO, KaK
OyaTo Willa HAMpaBlieHKe, IPeXK/Ie YeM OHa IOIljia HaleBo.

«3ammTa? JTO JacT MHe KaKyio-To CUIy?» PelH mpofosiKaa ClpalluBaTh. XOTs ee HOYHas py0arika
OBlna cuenaHa M3 TOHKOM TKaHHU, HO B HeH OBIJIO TaK TEINIo, KaK B JIETHIO HOYb. — Hampumep,
neTtaTh? Mnu gBUTaTh IpeaMeT, He KacasiCh ero?

Mpzuicnb 0 ToM, uTO Pelin MoXKeT mefaTh TaKue Bellll, B3BOJIHOBAJIA €€.

«39T0. [Ins. 3amuTei». CepedrHa CTPOro IPOU3HOCHUIIa KaxkKa0e CI0BO.

Peitn Haxmypunac. — Ho 3aluTUTL MeHS OT 4ero?

Cepeduna pe3Ko ocTaHOBHUIACh, 00epHYyIach ¥ MOCMOTpPesia Ha PeliH, HEBUHHO Mopras rjia3aMu, OHa
chenasna BeIKU[alollee BbipaxkeHue, Kak Oy[To He 3Haja, YTO BegbMa IOYTH CXOOUT C yMa.

Ha camowm mene Peiin cenana 3To, 4To0B pa3o3nuTh CepeduHy, HO IIOJIOBUHY BOIIPOCOB OHA
OEWCTBUTEILHO X0Tesa Y3HaTh.

[TockombKy Peiin Gblyia 30ech, OHa mpomycTtuia o0en ¢ TopakoM U [o/KHa Oblyia MPOMYCTUThH CBOM
3aBTpakK, Tak 4To, 10 KpaiiHell Mepe, CepeduHa He NMONYyYUT OT Hee NnocnabieHu .

«3alIUTHUT Bac OT 3aKJIMHaHUM. Marnueckoe 3akjJInHaHKe, TEMHOE 3aKJIMHaHue 1 IIPOKIIATHE O
OIIpeneJ;IEeHHOr0 MOMEHTAd, POI' eMUHOPOTr'da MOZKET OTPA3UTh UX». Ceped)I/IHa HeTepPIIeJInBO 00BsICHHUIIA.
«Tebe aT0 HY2KHO, IIOTOMY 9YTO MEI BOMOEM B OEPEeBHIO BEeObM>.

[Tocne atoro CepedrHa npopoKana UATH.

"IlepeBHS BEObM... I€PEBHS aHTEJIOB... €CTh JIX OepeBHA (pei?" PeiiH BclOMHUTa (P3ipH, KOTOPHIX OHA
BCTpeTHIa, Korna Topak oTBe3 ee B CTpany Pelika. ®elipu ObUIM TAKUMU KPACUBBIMU U



TIOTPSICAIOIIKUMHU, OBIIO OBl YyOECHO, ecyii OBl OHA MOTJIa BUAETh UX MOOOJIBIIIE.

"Apprx!" CepedrHa pa3oyapoBaHHO 3apeiyana. — Yem Te0st Topak HAKOPMMII, YTO THI CTajla TaKOH
6onTnMBOI?!

3aTeM CepeduHa crenasna ABUXKEHNUE PYKOU Mepeq MULoM PeliH, 0OHa 4yBCTBOBala, KakK XOJIOMHBIN
BETEP KOCHYJICS ee KOXU U3-3a ee NBUXKEHUS.

«Momuu, MHe HYXKHO ITIOOYMATb». Ceped)HHa CHOBa Or'jisigeyiaCh, CIIOBHO MCKaJla 3HaK.

Peitn MATKO ynEIOHYIach, YBUIEB, UTO BeIbMa pa3fpakeHa, HO BCKOPe ee yiblOKa rcyesa, Korga
OHa TIOTIHITANIaCh 3arOBOPHUTH, ¥ U3 €€ PTa He BHIPBAJIOCh HU 3BYKa.

Peiin B naHuKe nocMoTpesia Ha CepeduHy U C TPEBOTOM NOTSHYIA €€ 3a PyKy, HO BelbMa IIPOCTO
OTMaXHYJach OT Hee, 6eccepmeyHo CKa3aB, UTO el HyKHO, 4ToOwl PeltH HeHamonaro 3amMondana. «Th
Oymelb HOPpMaTbHOM Yepes3 TpU daca».

ITocne atoro Ceped)HHa OOJITO CMOTPeEJIa Ha JIYHY, IIPEeXKOe 9YeM IIOIIjIa HAaIIPaBoO.

Yepes naTh MUHYT X0Os0b1 CepedrHa CHOBA OCTAHOBUIIACK..

HOCKOJ’IBKY Peline Heuyero OBIJIO AeIaTh, CIEMS 3a TEM, YTO [efala Cepe(bI/IHa, OHa OrjisggesiaChb
BOKDPYT, HO TOJBKO IIBIMIHOCTDH FOJIY601"O IIBeTKa Oblsla BHOHA.

«9THU LBETH TAK TPEBOXKHEI!» — cepauTo npoBopyana Cepeduna. "[JomxKeH Nu 9 cKedb UX goTnaa?"
Ona rosopuia cama ¢ co6oii, 00myMbIBasi CBOU CJIOBa.

PeiitH He MoOTJIa CBsS3aTh TO, YTO OBITIO HE TaK C I[BETAaMH, C TeM, 4To ucKasia CepeduHa, HO ITOCKOIBKY
CepeduHa HHYETO el He CKal3asia, PeiiH Toxke He MOrJia el moMoyYb, 60jiee TOro, OHa He MOTJja
TIePEeCIIPOCUTH ee, IOTOMY 4YTO OHa ee cfeflasa HeEMOM.

Ho cneBa oT Peiin oHa yBuAesna ronyboe miams Gakesios, TaHIYIOIIee C BETPOM, a 3aTEM ITOCTETIEHHO
13 TEHU IJITaMEeHU CMOTJIa Pa3TIsioeTh XUKUHY.

XVKUHBI PpaHbIlle TaM He OBIJIO, TaK KaK XKe OHa BOPYT TaM MOSIBHJIACh?

Peiin mepuyna CepeduHy 3a pyKaBa, HO Ta CHOBa ¥ CHOBa oTOpackiBana pyky. «[lepectanb, PeliH, s
[OJIKHA COCPEOOTOUYUTELCS».

PasppaxkenHas PeliH 3akpu4ana Ha Cepeduny. "Tam ects xuxuHa!" OHa yKa3aa B CTOPOHY
XUKWHBI.



OpHako He 3TO YOUBHUIIO UX oboux.

"Bl MoxkeTe ToBOpuTh!?" BricoTa ronoca Cepedunsl 6bl1a TakKOM BEICOKOM, 4TO V¥ Peitn 3abomenu
YILH.

"f1 mory roBoputh?" Peiin Toxe Oblia B 3aMelIaTeIbLCTBE. «HO BBl CKa3aly, YTO 51 He CMOTY TOBOPUTh
paHbllle, 4eM Yyepes3 TPU 4aca, a cerdac TOJIbKO NEeCATh MUHYT».

OHu MOCMOTPENIH APYT Ha [pyra, HaXMypuB OPOBH.

«Het. Trl momXHa Oblyta OBITH HE B COCTOSTHUM TOBOPUTH». CepeduHa Oblsla B OTPUIIAHUM. PeitH
yOUBIISIa €e CHOBa U CHOBA.

910 OBIN He MePBHIN CIy4Yal, Korma PeitH pa3pylmnuia e€ 3aKIuHAHNE, ITOCTIeTHUHN Pa3 OHa
paspyuuia e€ 3akauHaHue, Korga CepedrHa MbITanach 3aaymuTh ee. OHa pa3pylinia ee
3aKJIMHaHNE, [IeBEJIbHYB PYKOX U Iollaparnas JIUIO.

A TO ceftuac...

"Kak ThI cMorya 310 cruenaTth?" CepeduHa He MOTJIa He CIIPOCUTH PelH.

Koneuno, PeiiH He MOTJla OTBETUThL Ha 3TOT BOIPOC, OTKYyMa e¥ Ovllo 3HaTh? Huuero oco6eHHOT0 OHa
He chenaina. "{ He 3Ha, 3TO TH HAJIOXKWJIa Ha MEeHS 3aKJIITHe, MOXKET THl €r0 CIy4alHo CHAma?"

"Henemnsiii." — ycMexHynachk CepeduHa.

Ho Tyt Peiin Koe-uTo BcmomHuna. «Por eguHopora». OHa yKa3ajia Ha CBOIO I'pyab. — TBI CKa3aja, YTO
OHO OTpaxXaeT BCe 3aKNINHAHUS, BepHO? Ee NHII0 CUSI0 HOBBIM MPHU3HAHUEM.

YcnrimaB 910, nuno Cepe@uHB BHITAHYIOCH.

"9T0 peanbHO paboTaeT!" PeitH KOCHYAaCh CBOeM IPyau, CMesiCh, KOTIa YBUENa, KaK BhIPaKeHue
nuna CepeduHBl CTaI0 KUCIBIM. — Tak 9TO Ta caMasl XUKHMHa, KOTOPYIO BH uileTe? OHa yKa3asa B
CTOPOHY XUKHUHEI.

PeiiH Oblta oYTH yBepeHa, 4To CepedrHa ncKaia XUXKUHY.

Tem BpeMeneM CepedrHa cTuCHYyTa 3yOsl. OHa He X0Tella 3TOTO IIPU3HaBaTh, HO PeliH Onlna mpaga.
Ona Oblta cOUTa C TONKY M3-3a 3aK/IMHaHUA Ha 1BeTax. CepedrHa HeHaBUAeNa LIBETH, TaK YTO 3TO
051710 ee c1aboCThiO.



"Ma." — ckal3ana CepeduHa CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3YOHI.

"Thl He MOXeIlb BUAETH 3TO, He Tak u?" ['na3a PelH BCOBIXHYIM, KOTa OHa HacMexajach Haf Hell.

— 3aTKHUCH U NOLUTHA. — 3aKpuyasa Ha Hee CepeduHa.

— JlagHo, 3a MHO#. PeliH BalbcupoBasa BIepenu, 3I0PaACTBYs ¢ T06eI0HOCHON yIIBIOKOM. «4
IOJIKHA T00IarogapuTh Bac 3a TO, YTO BHI aJId MHE 9TOT ApParolleHHbIN IpeIMeT».

TakuMu TeMIiamMmu Cepe(bI/IHe O4Y€eHb XO0TEeJIOCh BEICTPEJIUTE B PeliH OrHEeHHBIM ImapoM.
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