Topaky Orl710 0YeHB JTI000IBITHO, YeTO Ha CaMOoM [iesie XoueT PeliH B CBOM [eHb poxaeHus. "Toroa,
YTO THI XOUYEllIb Ha CBOU AeHb poxaeHud?" OH TaKTUYHO U3MEHUII CBOU BOIIPOC. «TBOU AEHB
POX[EHUs BCEro Yyepe3 ABe Hefesly, 110 KpaliHel Mepe, MHE HYXKHO €0 IOATOTOBUTH».

«BaM He HyKHO ero roTOBUTH, 3TO He TO, YTO TpeOyeT OOJIbIION TOATOTOBKU». PelH YXMBUIbHYIACh U
YTKHYyJIach HOCOM B 1Iet0 Topaka, ee Temioe ObixaHue OBIJI0O TAaKUM IIEKOTIMBLHIM Ha Koxke Topaka.

«Ho, g mymato, HaM BCce paBHO HYKHO OTIIPa3[IHOBAaTh 3TO0 00enoM». Topak mompymMasn 0 HeCKOJIBKIX
PEKOMEeHIyeMEIX PecTopaHaX, KOTOpEe OH IJIaHUPOBAJ I0CEeTUTH ¢ PeliH. B mocnenHee BpeMs OH OBLI
CJIMIIKOM 3aHST CBOe# paboToH, MO3TOMYy MOT IIPOYHO 000CHOBATHLCS B 9TOM HOBOM T'OpPOJie, KOTOPHIH
He OBUI eT0 TEPPUTOPUEHN, U IPOBE HEMHOT'O BpeMeHU C PeiiH.

He roBops yxke 0 ToM, 4TO PeliH mepecTaa IPUXOOUTh CIofla YYUTHCS, KOTMla yKe coaBaia
BCTYIIUTEIIbHBIE 9K3aMEHHI.

— Kak Hacuyet Toro, 4ToOh CheCTh YTO-HUOYOb, UTO Tebe HpaBUTCI? — cIpocui Topak U yBHUeN, Kak
3BE3[Ibl MEPIIAIOT B €€ IPEKPACHBIX I'7Ia3ax.

"Creuk?" PeliH npocusna. Ha camoMm pesne, ¢ efou 3TO He UMeI0 3Ha4eHu s, TI0Ka OHa eJla ¢ TopakoM,
OHa MOTJIa BCe IlepeBapuTh. B KOHIle KOHIOB, PeiiH He Oblyia pa360pUYuBOiM B efie.

«$1 3Ha10 OIMH PecTopaH, KOTOPHIHM Tebe TOHPaBUTCI». Topak MOTED eé meku. — [lokmeM ceryac?

— Kanne6 u Padasnb npucoeguusaTcs K HaM? KoHeYHO, OHa He ocTaBuiia Obl CBOUX MpUsiTene, PeitH
mobuia, Korpga oHu enu BMecte. Oco6eHHO, KOT{la OHa 3aMeTH/Ia, KaK HaBOCTPUIUCH yiuru Kanme0ba,
KOT7Ia OH YCJIBIIIAI CJI0BO «CTEHK».

"Ecnu Te6e 3T0 HpaBUTCA." Topak COracuics.

Y c aTUMU clI0BaMM OHM BUETBEPOM CITYCTHIIMCH Ha CTOSHKY. Kanmeb cen 3a pynb, a Padasns psgom
C HUM, a TIOMOIIIHUK CeJl C3aAH.

«IIepBBIY meHb OyHET Ha CIedyIollel Hefesle, ST JyMalo, HaM HY>KHO 3alTH B KHUXKHBIM MarasuH,
yTOOBI KYIIUTh YTO-HUOY/b AJIS Bac mociie o0ena». — mpemioxui Topak.

[Ho, Topak, y Te6st BcTpeua ¢ otgenoM Mapketunra B 14:00] Padasns Hanmomuun Topaky uepes CBs3b
pa3yMa, OH He XOTeJl IOPTUTH Becelibe, HO Y Topaka ecTh elre Koe-4To.

[Hasnauuts BcTpeuy Ha 4.] Topak OTBeTUII, OH OyMaJl, YTO B 9TOT YacC OH y2Ke BEPHYJICH.

[da.] Padasne Hayam HabUpaTh 37IEKTPOHHYIO IIOYTY HA CBOEM KOMIIBIOTEpe [IJIs YYaCTHUKOB BCTPEYHU
IJIST CMEHBEI BDEMEHH.



— BHI BCe TOXKe YYHIKNCh B KOJIIenxKe? PeiiH 3agaja 9TOT BOIPOC HU C TOTO HU C CET0, BOPYT e cTasio
JII00OIBITHO.

CcrlnasiCh Ha TO, UTO OHA 3Hala, Y JINKaHOB O0JIrad KW3Hb, XOOUJIX JIX OHU B KOJIJIEO2K B 3TO BpeMH?

"4 coenan." Topak ycMexHyncs. «4 3aKOHYUI 76 pa3».

«32 paza». Cka3zan Padasnb Mexay CBOMMU [iejlaMH, OTBedas Ha Ky4dy IIHCEM.

«23 paza». Kanne6 BMeInasncs, a 3aTeM 3710paficTBOBas. «U 51 Bcerya BLHICTYMA0 C IPOIaIbHOM
peubio». [aMMa YXMBIISAJICS OT yXa [0 yXa C CAMOMIOBOJIbHBEIM JIMIIOM.

OmHako, Kak 00bIYHO, OH TIOJTYYHUII OIIeYnHy 0T Padasns. «XBaTUT 3710pafgCTBOBATh, MBI BCE 3TO
nenanu». OH faxe rj1a3 He CBOAUII C JIANTONA.

JTa ciieHa OblNla Tak 3HaKoMa PeliH, ¥ el BCerga HpaBUIOCh HAOIIOOATh, KaK OHU CCOPSITCS UITH
CIIOPST TI0 IYCTSKaM.

"76 pa3? J10 Tak MHOrO!" - B3BU3rHysa PeiiH. — Kakyio crienanbHOCTh Bhl B3SJIU?

«4l He MOTy BCIIOMHHUTD UX BCEX, MOSI 1I000Bb, HO 5 AyMalo, 4TO B3sJI 10 ofHOMYy». CKa3an Topax,
HEeXKHO I10IJIaXXUBasi BOJIOCH PelH.

— Tel, DOMXKHO OBITH, OUEHb YMHHEIN. — IIpoOopMoTasa PeliH.

«Ecnu y Bac ecTh 1ie1ast XKU3Hb, YTOOLI YUUTHCS, B 9TOM HET HUYET0 YIUBUTEIILHOT0». — CKa3all
Kanne6, ymapus 1o TOpMO3aM KU3-3a KPaCHOTO CBeTa, ¥ IOBEPHYJICS JHUIIOM K PeitH. «Ho mocTeneHHO
9TO CTAHOBHUTCS OYEHb CKYYHBEIM, IIOTOMY YTO BEI OymeTe [eflaTh OMHO ¥ TO 7K€ CHOBa U CHOBa».

«[ToxanyiicTa, cneguTe 3a goporou». Padasnmb oTTONKHYT pyKoii nuio Kanneba. "3eneHsi cBeT."

Pa3ouapoBaHHOE BopuaHKe COpBasiock ¢ ryd Kamneba, Korma OH CHOBa COCPENOTOYHIICS Ha JOpore
BIIEPE[IH.

— Cxkonbko Tebe 1eT, ecu ObITh TOUHBIM? — CHOBa crpocuia PeiiH, XoTs Topaky u oCcTaabHEIM ObLITIO
OKOJIO OBAMIATH JIET, HO OHU HOJKHEL OBITH CTapIIIe.

«869 netr». — orBeTun Topaxk.

['ma3a PeliH pacmupuiuch, a TyOsl CIOXUINUCE B OYKBY «O». «V Hac pa3pwiB B 851 rog».



Topak ycMmexuysicsi, PeliH melicTBUTEIBHO CUKTaa 9T0. «Hafeocs, TH He BO3paxKaelllb MPOTUB TOTO,
YTOOBI KTO-TO OBIJT HAMHOT'O CTapIie Te0s».

Peiin o6usna Topaka B oTBeT. "HeT." OHa xuxuKkHyNa. — Kak Hac4eT Bac IBOUX?

«Mse 324 roma, a Kanneby Bcero 72 roga». Padasns orBeTun PeitH. «B Hamem pope 72 roma
CUUTAETCS IIEHKOM».

Kanneb 3ampoTecToBas, KOra ycisiman 3To. «He 6yob cMemHbIM». To, YTO €ro Ha3Baju MEHKOM,
3afieJI0 TOPAOCTh ['aMMEL.

«IITeHOK? DTO MUJIO». — MMPOKOMMEHTHUPOBaa PeiiH.

"HewcTBuTenbHO?" Kanned moBepHYIICS C IPKOM YIRIOKOM, YTOOB! YBUIETh PEeWH [/Is ee MOTOTHEHMUS,
HO IIpeXpe YeM OH 9T0 chenas, Padasnb CHOBa ymapuni ero mo rojose.

"I'na3a Ha mopory!" OH 3apwiya.

PeliH BOPYT KOe-4TO BCIIOMHMII. — Topak, MOXHO MHe Kponuka? OHa IOOHSIIA T0JIOBY, YTOOHI
YBHUIETH €r0, HO BCTPETHUIIa €Tr0 XMypOe JIUIIO.

[MTaBait mocrnopum!] Kanned Bopyr MeicieHHO cBs3an Padasans. [Briock 06 3aknam, Topak cmactcs.] U
no6aBui. [OgHOMecCsYHas 3apriiaTa?]

Br1s10 X0poII10 n3BECTHO, 4TO Topak He JI00UT HOMAIIHUX XKUBOTHHEIX. Hy, 3aueM eMy HyKHO OBITIO
yXaXXHBaTh 3a MUTOMIIEM, KOTTIa Y HETO y2Ke OBIIM CTaliKu OeIlleHBIX BOJTKOB Ha MOGEeryuIkax.

Opuaxko Peiin Bcerma OymeT uckmoyeHueM ajist Topaka, BepHO?

C mpyroi# cTopoHsl, Padasns HemoBepYrnBO 3aKaTHUII I1a3a. UTO CIYYUIOCH C 3TUM ['aMMOH, moueMy y
HEro BCerja Takas CTaBKa?

«f1 Bcerma xoTena KponukKa...» — mobaBuiia PeliH, korma Topak He oTBeTHI eif. «Ho Bce B mopsimke, s
NEeVCTBUTEIbHO He X04y 3T0ro...» OHa yCTynuia, Korjga XMypoe BhIpaxKeHue vl Topaka YCUIUIO0Ch.

"Xopo1ro." — HakKOHel cKa3all Topak, npexae 4eM pa3odyapoBaHue 0TPa3usIoCh Ha JIUIe ero gpyra.

"MeuctBuTenbHO?" PeliH MCKana noaTBepxkaeHus. «Ho 9To He TO, YTO 5 X04y B IOJApOK». PeiiH He
X0TeJla IPOMEHSTh Ha 3TO MOJapOoK, KOTOPHIY €M TaK XOTEeNOCh.

«K0oHEeYHO, BEI MOXKETE CIPOCUTH O APYroM». Topak yCIOKous PeiiH.



Ha nepenneMm cupenne Kanneb TUX0 paccMesics U B3TNISHYI Ha Padasns, Kak Obl roBops; 'BUAETH? A
CHOBa BBIUTPEIBAIO».

Opnako Padasnb MpourHOPUPOBAa €Tro ¥ MEICTIEHHO CBsI3all Topaka. [Topak, Tl HUKOTHA He JTI00UT
IOMaIIHUX KUBOTHHIX.] OH HallOMHUII EMY.

[Tenneps MHe 3T0 HpaBuTcs.] He6pexHo oTBeTHN Topaxk.
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