«Topaxk...» PeiiH cXBaTHIIA €T0 3a PYKY, IPexke YeM OH yCIiell OPOCUTHLCS BIIEPEM, U CEPAUTO
6pocuthcs K Cepedune. «Topak, moxamnyicTa...» OHa BCKpUKHYJIa ¥ YyTh He 3aKpudaja, KOTaa
Topak MOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, ¥ €T0 roTyOble T1a3a CTall KPAaCHBIMH.

910 OBIN IEPBHIM pa3, Korpa Peiin Oblyla Tak 6JIM3K0 K pa3bIpEHHOMY 3Bepio Topaka, TOJIBKO TS
Ha Hero, BCE e€ TeJI0 POXKao OT cTpaxa.

Kak CepeduHe ynaBanoch IPpUBOAUTH €ro B OEIIeHCTBO KaX/blil pa3, KOTfla OHU BCTpedanuch? Pa3se
OHa He 00s171ach, UTO OJHAXKIH OHA CTAHET CMEPTHIO B PyKax Ab(bI?

Topak, Ka3anock, IPOUTHOPUPOBAI CI0Ba PeiiH, HO He CBOAMII C HE€ HANUTHIX KPOBBIO TJ1a3, ero TeJo
TOXKe [poxkajo. Ero uenoBeyeckass CTOpOHa U €TI0 3BepHUHAs CTOPOHA GOPOIMCH 3a TOCIIOCTRO,
KOHQIMKTYST MEXKIY TeM, 4TOOB pa30pBaTh TOPJIO BeIbMe MITH OCTAHOBUTD Ce0st, YTOOH HE HaTh
CBOEY Tape YBUMNETh YKACHYIO CIIEHY.

B ero rpynou pa3pmanochk HU3KO0e U T7Ty00KOe phluaHue, 3BYK KOTOPOTo OBUT TaKOH, OYATO HeCcATKU
Pa3bsIPEHHBIX BOJIKOB OBIIN T'OTOBHI K 00IO0.

9T0 OBIIO OYEHD TPYAHOE PEIIeHHe, KOTfa 3Bepb Topaka pelus MOKUHYTh KOMHATY, OH MTOTHOCTHIO
TIPEBPaTHUJICS B 3Bepsi, KOTa MPHLITHYJ Haf ronoBoi Cepeduns u Kanmeba, BEIOUT OKHO U yMYaCs
IIPOYb, OCTaBNAS 3a COOOH Cllen U3 OCKOJIKOB CTEKOJI U NJIaBaloMKX 00JIOMKOB. B BO3[yXe.

"Topak!" Peiin Oblia B IIOKe, OHa AyMaiia, 4To Topak yoreT CepeduHy, Korga OpocUTCs K Hell, HO
3TOT0 He IIPOU30ILIO.

Korpa onu ycrnbliianu JONrAi pa3apaxkKE€HHBIN BOM, TOJIBKO TOTIa OHU MOHSIH, 4TO TOpak OB IIe-TO
B IPYTOM MeCTe, JajleKo OT 3TOr0 MecCTa.

«41 mouury ero». Padasnb He 03BoIUN PeitH mogoiTu 61MKe K OCKOJIKY pa30UTOro CTeKsIa Ha I0Jy,
CHApyKu OBITIO LIECTh UJIM CEMb OXPAHHUKOB, ITHITABIINXCS YBUAETD, YTO MPOUCXONUT U IIOYEMY
Ppa3duTO OKHO.

Padasnb momorén K pa3buToOMy OKHY, IIOTOBOPUII C OXPaHHUKAMU U OTHAJl UM IIPUKa3, Ho PeliH He
MOTJIa CJIBIIIaTh, KaKoe 00bsiCHeHue Jan uM Padasib, MOTOMY YTO €€ MBICIH ObIIM 0 KOM-TO
OTIpeNeIEHHOM.

[Toce HECKONTBKHUX MUHYT OIIEIOMJIEHUS ITEPBOE, YTO IOYyBCTBOBana PeiiH, Grina pyka Kamne6a,
KOTOpas gepxkaja eé 3a IJIedo, Ha CIydai, ecii OHa 3aX04eT GPOCUTHCS K OKHY U IIOPAHUTHCS B
TIpoIiecce.

A BO-BTOPHIX, To710C¢ CepeduHbl, OHa TOBOPUJIa BEICOKOMEDPHO U pa3gpaxarolle.

«Iloxoxke, BameMy Anb(e BCE ellleé TPYOAHO KOHTPOJIUPOBATh CBOET0 3Bepsa». OHa CcKa3aja 3TO



npeHeOpeKUTENNbHO.

Peiin He 3Hana, 4TO €10 OBNIAAEJI0, HO OHA 3HaJa ClleAyollee: OHa CUIbHO yaapuna Cepepuny 1mo
TUny.

Ero 3BYK 3XOM OTPA3MUJICA BHYTPHU KOMHATH U 3daCTABUII Pa(ba:-)n;{ 1 OPYTUX OXPAaHHHUKOB CHAPYZKHU
KOMHAQATEI ITIOBEPHYTH I'OJIOBEI B eé CTOPOHY C 03aJa4Y€HHBEIM BhEIPAXKEHHUEM JIUIa.

Peiin TakXe Obljla YOMBIE€Ha CBOUM COOCTBEHHBEIM IEWCTBUEM, BCE OBIIO Pa3MAITO, KOTla OHa
IIOYyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK B €€ IoJI0Be 3aKUNaeT IHEB, KOTTla OHa ycClblana, Kak CepeduHa ropopusa o
Topake.

OpHako oHa 6bICTpO B3sij1a cebs B PYKH U IIO3BOJIKJIa CBOEMY I'HEBY PA3JIMTHECA 110 B€HaM, OHa COBCEM
He COepP2XKuBajlaCh.

HukTo He oxkwuman, 4To PeliH coenaeT 4To-TO HACTOJBKO Oep3Koe, fmaxke Kamnne0, Toxke 3aCTUTHYTHIN
€10 BPacCIJIOX, BEITapallld/I Ijla3a U MOPTHYJ, T/IsAs Ha PeiH.

Taxkoro CepeduHa ToxXe He 0Xupana, TeM 6ojiee oT Heé. [leBylKa, KOTOpas ellé HelaBHO He MOTJjia
CMOTPETB €¥i IPSIMO B TJ1a3a, TeIeph UMeJla HarjloCTh IIPUIOKUTH PYKY €€ JIHIy.

HukTo HUKOrma He O6unl e€ paHblie!

YKe omguH 3TOT GaKT IPUBOOUII BeIbMY B IpoCThb. "Kak Thl cMeernb OuTh MeHs!!!" OHa 3apriyasia Ha
Pelin v npoTsHYN €l PYKY...

YBumes, uTo PeilH HaXOOUTCS B 3aTPYOHUTEIILHOM I0I0KeHuu, Kasnme6 BhIIENT U3 CBOETO
OIIIeJIOMJIEHHOT'0 COCTOSTHMSI ¥ CXBATHJI PeiiH 3a mie4o, YToOL OTTAIUTh €€ Ha3ajl.

Peaknust 'amMbl ObIIa K@K pa3 BOBpeMsi, KOTHa OH HaKpHII Tello PeiiHa CBOMM, IIOPHIB PE3KOT0 BETPA
6e3KaI0CTHO paccek emy cruHy. OH B3OPOrHY OT 601K, KOT/ia II0YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK U3 €T'0 CIIUHEI
CTEKaeT KPOBb.

Padasnb MaxHys pyKo# B CTOPOHY OXpaHHMKA, KOTOPHIM BCE €Illé CMOTPeJl Ha CTPaHHOe
IIPOUCILIECTBUE, TpoUCXoasIiiee B KomHarte. "Katucs!" OH rpy0o 3apbidal, YTO HAIyranao BCeX.

[TocmernHo oHM TIOKUHYIJIN CII€EHY B CHUTaHHEIE CEKYH]EI.

Kak TonpKO BOKPYT HE 0CTAJIOCh JTiofied, Padassmb HaKJIOHUICS U MPHITHY BIEPEN B hopMe CBOETO
3Bepsi, Pasmascs XYTKUH 3BYK BHIBUXOB KOCTEH BO BpeMs Ipoliecca.



3Bepio Padass morpe6oBamoch BCETO OOHO OBUKEHUE, YTOOBI COKPATUTh PACCTOSTHUE MEXIY HUMH,
HO KaK TOIbKO Padassb TONMBKO YTO MPHU3EMIIHMIICS, BHE3allHast CUjla 0TOPOCHUIa ero B CTOPOHY.

Ero Teno ymapuiocs o CTeHy, OCTaBUB OOJIBLIYIO BMSITUHY, U OH yIajl Ha 3eMJIIO.

Cepeduna Ovina B IpOCTH. BUxph BeTpa COTBOPHII 00e e€ PyKH, KOT{la OH HampaBuics K PeiH. OHa
coenana pyosiee aBuxeHue, u Kanned oTeTen Ha HECKOJIBKO GyTOB OT PeiiH, 0OCTaBUB €€ CTOSITh B
OfMHOYECTBe NULOM K Cepedusne.

Peiin yYXe CO6I/IpaJ'IaCb OTCTYIIUTL, KOT'Iad IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, 9YTO €€ HOTH He MOTYT OBUTATBHCHA, KaK
6YJITO OHHU 3aMEepP3Jin. Ona YYBCTBOBaJla 3TO YyBCTBO.

CepeduHa crenasna c Hell TO Ke caMOe B ITEPBLIM MOMEHT, KOTHa OHU IPUOBIIH B 9TOT TOPO]I, B
asponopt. YyBCTBO KOHTPOJIS OBIIO y2KACHBIM, U Telleph OHa CHeiaja 9TO CHOBA.

Peitn ycraBunacek Ha pyKy CepeduHbl, KOTOpas CXBaTuia e€ 3a Ineto, u aymuia. OHa IombITanach
TIOIIIEBENIUTh PYKaMy, HO OHY IIPOCTO He CIIyIIAJIACh €€ NPHKa3a, Tak KaK OHA YyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO €€
rpynb 000KKeHa U3-3a HeXBATKU KUCIIOPOfa.

9710 OBIIA MILITKA.

Kpaewm rnaza Peiin Bunena, uto Kanned mpeBpaTHIICS B CBOET0 CEPOT0 BOJIKa, HO HU Kanneb, Hu
Padasns He Mornu npubnusuthes K Cepedune O1mKe, 4eM Ha METP, CIIOBHO CyIleCTBOBaia
HelpeofoiuMas CTeHa, KOTopasl Melllaja UM IPOUTHU CKBO3b HEE.

Peiin Bupena, Kak iBa 3Beps 3aphiyajid OT THEBA, HO HUYET0 He CIIbIIalia, IIOCKONbKY Tepeq e€
r7a3aMy Havyalu MOSBIISITHCS YEPHbIE TOYKH.

Ecnu oHa OymeT MpomoskKaTh B TOM XkKe JyXe U HU4Yero He JeiaTh, TO BCKOpe HAaYHET TepsTh
CO3HaHUe. YMPET 1 oHa? JTo 03HayaeT, 4yTo Cepeduna youna e€?

W ona Gosbille HEe CMOXKeT YBUOETh Topaka? [ToueMy oHa [0o/IKHA YMepeTh, KOrfa eé Xu3Hb Havaja
HaJIaXXUBATLCS?

Peiin HUKOT'Ia HEe UCIIBITEIBAlla TAKOTO CTPEMJIEHU S BBEI2KUTH, OHA YyBCTBOBAJId, YTO KAKasi-TO
CTpaHHAas 3HEePrus IMpoCadYuBa€TCA B e€é TeJo qepes3 Ka}KJIBIfI I[IOI;IM €€ KOXH.

CTpaHHOE YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE 3aCTaBUJIO €€ TIOTHSATL 00€ PYKH, CJIOBHO €€ PYKHU ITPEBPATHUIIUCD B
TSIZKEJIBI KaMeHb.

HeCMOTpH Ha TO, YTO IIOIBITKA PeliH IOIeBeIUTh PYKaMu OBlna MOX0Ka Ha TAXKEIIYIO pa60Ty, TeM He
MEHee OHa MOI'Jla UMH OBUT'aThb.



Korpga oHa momsiTanach Pa3ZXKaThb IMaJIbITbL Cepe(i)I/IHBI, OHa 3aMeTHuJla MHUMOJIETHBIN CTpax,
HpOMeJ'IBKHy'BLHI/Iﬁ CBETJIO-3€JIEHBIX I''Ia3aX, HO OHA HE Oblna YBE€P€Ha N3-3a CBOETr0 COCTOAHNA,
BO3MOZKHO, OHa IIPOCTO 4YTO-TO BUUT.

Peiin TsXKeso0 [ObllIala, MHTasiCch 3aCcTaBuTh CepeuHy OTIYCTUTH 1I€I0 U BHOXHYTh BO3AYX.

CrucHyB 3y05I, PeiiH BCI0/1b30Basia BCI0 CBOIO BOJII0, YTOOBI BMECTO 3TOT0 1movyecaTh Juilo CepeduHsl,
TaK Kak OHa He MOTJla pa3XaTh CBOH ITaJlbIIbl.

9To cpaboTaro.

CepedurHa 3aKphla JTUI0 00eUMHU PyKaMu, YYBCTBYS OCTPYIO, JKaJISIIyi0 00JIb Ha KOXKe, OHa
BBIpyTanach cebe 1mof HOC.

C eé 3aknuHaHueM PeliH He cMoxkeT gBuratbcsa! OmHaKo MoyeMy oHa BoOOIIe yMyOpUiIach
IPUYMHUTD e 00J1b? DTOT0 He [IOIKHO OBITH!

Cepecduna 6ruta B mIOKe U mOTEPSiIA GOKYC, YapHl PACCESIIUCE.

Peitn ynana Ha 3eMITi0, €€ KOJIeHN CTONKHYJIUCH C ITOJIOM ¥ M3[alii TPOMKHUM TTIyX0HM 3BYK, KOTAa OHa
XBaTajla PTOM BO3[YX, fepxkKach 3a 60IbHYIO IIEIO.

Kanne6 u Padasnb cepauTo B3peBenu 1 yKe coOMpanuch yKycutbh CepeduHy 3a 1Ielo, Korjaa OHa
BHE3aITHO PACTBOPHIIACH B BO3MYXeE.

Padasnb mocnenrHo BepHyJICS B CBOIO YeJIOBEYECKYIO (OpMY U IOJOIIEN K PeiiH. — PeliH, TH B
nopsnke? Trl rae-To paHeHa? OH NMONBITANICI PACCMOTPETH €€ TeJlo, ApoxXKallee oT cTpaxa. Cienos
KPOBH He ObIJI0, CHHSIKOB He ObLIO BUIHO.

OpHako PeitH nmpuKphIBajia I1€l0, TakK YTO OH He MOT €€ BUOETh MOJIXKHEIM o0pa3oM. Padaamb
yCIIOKauBalolle MOTJIafiuil e€ o CIMHe, YTOOH OHa He ApoKaina.

— Topak... — mpomenTtana PeiiH, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO CJIE3Bl He BRICTYIIHIN U3 €€ Tjias, a royoc
3aCTpSyl y Heé B roprie.

«4 He Mor cBsi3aThCs ¢ HUM. OH GITOKUPYyeT Hac». — cKalaj Padaans.

YT0oOB YMUTIOCTUBUTDL CBOETO 3BePS, TOpaky MpUIaoch yUTu. Padgasib MOT MOHSTE, YTO U3-3a TOTO,
yT0 Peitn Opia psimoM, Topaky MPHUIITIOCH MTOABUTh CBOI CKJIOHHOCTD K HACHIIHIO.

Anpda u mogyMaTh He MOT, YTO €ro0 Iapa 3aCTYMUTCS 3a Hero u gacT moméuuny CepeduHe.



CoOCTBEHHO, 3TOI'0 HUKTO ¥ He 0XKMAaJl.

Pevin yguBnsna ux CHOBa U CHOBA.

— 4 otBemy Tebs HaBepx. Padasnb ckasa, moMoras PeitH BCTaTh, YTO OHA BCE eIlé JIepPKUTCS 3a
I1e10, a €€ BOJIOCH], 3aKPHIBAIOIIKE €€ JINII0, He MO3BOJIST Padasiiio yBumeTs, 0CTaBUIA T
CepedrHa CUHSK Ha HeW WU HeT.

C nomoursio Padasns Peiin momnenach Ha BTopo# aTax. Kanmeb ciemoBan 3a HUMH, BCE €I B
3BepuHOU hopMe.

Korma oHu BomuM B CcllaibHIO, PefiH cuiesa Ha qUBaHe BO3Jie IBePH Ha OalIKOH u o0OHKMMasa ceds.

«BrIneit HEMHOTO BOJEI, 3TO TOMOKeT Tebe CipaBUTHCS C IIOKOM». Padasnb gam et cTakaH BOJHL, a
Kanneb cen Ha 3afiHKe JIallbl ¥ YIEPCS MOPOi B MTOAJIOKOTHUK PsAgoM ¢ PeiiH.

OHa B3siJ1a CTaKaH ¥ 3aJIlI0M BEIIMIIA BOMY, ITOKa XKUAKOCTh IIPOXONKTIA YePe3 e€ Iepecoxinee u
6oJie3HEHHOE TOpJI0, OHAa II0YYBCTBOBasa ce0sl HEMHOTO JIyYIIe.

Cepsnlli 3BEPh IIOATOJIKHYJ €€ PYKY CBOEW MOPHOM, CAeJaB JIUL0, KOTOpoe PeliH NMpuHsiIa 3a YXMBIIKY.

— Haii-ka g B3IrJIAHY Ha TBOIO IIE0. Pa(baanb 00eCIIOKOEHHO CKa3aJl, YTO eCJIH OT HETO OCTaHYTCHA
CHUHAKH, AJ'IL(be He IIOHPABUTCA 3TO BUOETh.

Peiin omycTtuna pyky u nodecasna Kanne6y 3a yxoMm. Cepblii BOJIK 3aKpHhIJI I'Jla3a U HaclaXkaascs,
KOI'7la ero Ilapanau.

YBunes ato, Padasns 6pocun Ha Hero B3, Kak Obl ToBOpS: «O, MOXKaNynuCcTa, IIPOSBUTE
IOCTOMHCTBO!» BUJI B3T/ISAMOA.

PeliH cjerka IPUIIOAHSIA TOJIOBY, 4TOOH Padasias MOTr nydliie BUNETh, IPHA 3TOM €€ IeKOJIbTe OBII0
HEeMHOTI'0 BUIHO, a CBeT/iasd Koxa Oplta oOHaxkeHa.

OmHako, KaK HM CTPAHHO, He ObIJI0O HM CHHSIKA, HY CIIe[IOB, YKa3kIBAIOIIKUX Ha To, 4To CepeduHa
TOJIPKO YTO ITBITAJIAaCh 3aAYIIUTh €€ M0 cMepTHu. E€ KoxKa Orlna 6e3yIpeyHo.

"Uto crmyumnoch?" — crpocuina PeliH, HabGomas 3a CTpaHHBIM BhIpaXkeHueM nuiia Padasns. "91o Tak
j10X0°?"

Tem He MeHee, Padaans mokayan ronosoii. «Het. Ha camoM fesne ¢ TBoel meelt BCE B HOPSIAKE,
CUHSIKa HET». — CKa3ajl OH B HEJOYMEHHUH.



«HeB03MOXKHO...» Pelin BOPYT BCTalla 1 IOAOIMJIAa K 3€PKaJly, IIOOHAJIa HOI[GOpOJIOK 1 IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha
OTpaXKeHune CBOEI ITIeN.

Kaxk u ckasan Padasnb, Tam He ObIIO HUYETO, [aXKe ITaparnuHE.

PeliH HaxXMypuIach, IOTOMY YTO OHA BCE elllé YyBCTBOBaJa 00JIb B IIee, MPUYUHEHHYI0O CepedrHOH.
910 OBIN0 Tak cTpaHHO. OHA ¥ caMa 3HaJjIa, YTO C TaKOM CUJION, KOTopyio mpunoxuina CepedurHa, 3To,
10 KpaliHel Mepe, OCTaBUT CIIE.

Ho eé€ mies Ovlna B mopsigke, Kak O0yATO HUYETO HEe ITPOU3OIILIO.

Peiin nmoBepHynach u yBunesna Padasns u Kanneba. "He mornu Obl BB MHE TOMOYh?" — CKa3alia OHa
TUXHAM TOJIOCOM, HO B €€ TOHe Obllla HaCTOWYUBOCTb.

— Yro Takoe JlyHa? — cnpocun Padasmns.

«[ToxkanyiicTa, He paccKa3rBaiiTe 00 3ToM Topaky, THl MOXKEIIIb 3TO CHeNaTh?» — YMOJIsjia OHa.

"Ho mouemy?" Padasss BcTan u nmopomméen K PeiiH. [ToueMy oHa He X0Tesa, 4ToOsl Topak y3Has 00
atoMm? Brinto 6vl nyyine, eciu 661 Anbda O6b11 mporHGOpPMUPOBaH 0 TOM, YTO crenana CepedrHa.

Iaxe Kanneb HeIOBOIbHO 3aphIvall.

«Cettyac Henoaxopsiee BpeMs, YToOH IPOsIBNISTh Munocepaue K Cepedune, Jlyna». Padasinb
OCTaHOBUJICS IIPSIMO Iepefl Held, TOCMOTPEN Ha PeiiH, Yel poCT efiBa JOCTUTAIl €0 IIjieda, OH He
IIOHSTI €€ pelneHus. «I1o-MoeMy, OT AnbGBI Tydllle HUYero He CKPHIBATh».

PeliH 9T0 MOHKMMaJIa, OHA TOXKE He X0TeJla HUYero CKphBaTh 0T Topaka, HO OBIJIO KOe-4TO, YTO OHA
XOTeJla BHISICHATH CaMa U JaTh MOHATh Topaky, 4YTO 3TO [eJI0 el He IIOMOXKeT.

«4 He cobuparoch MPOSIBIATE Muocepaue K Cepedune». CMyHUIEHHO CKa3aa PeitH, HECMOTPS Ha TO,
YTO e€ TeJ0 HEPBHO ep3aJio, OHa MPOJoIXKaja TOBOPUTh. «OHA 9TOTO He 3aCITyKUBAET».

— 4 pap, 94To TH 3TO 3Haellb. — cKa3an Padasnb. OH KUBHYI B 3HAK COTJIaCHUS.

— Ho ecnu 651 Topak 3Han 06 9ToM, oH Gkl OosbIe He Mo3BoNMKI CepedrHe IPUNTH, a Y MEHS BCE
eI1é eCTb MHOT'O Bellel, KOTOPEIE MHE OT He€ HyKHBI. PeifH MMOMkbITarach 00bSICHUTL CBOE HaMepeHHUe.

— Yro Tebe oT Hee HyxKHO? Padasns HaxMmypuncsa. OH He BUeN CMEICTIa B TOM, YTOOH PeliH CHOBa
BCTpeyasnach ¢ CepeuHOM OCTIE €€ TIOMBITKY YOUTH €€.
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