Muccuc MaprTa npuiiia mocje Toro, Kak Topak u Peiin BepHYIUCh ¢ o0efia, ¥ U3BUHUIIACH 3a
orno3panue. OHa CKa3asa, YTO Y MAIlIKWHbI CITyCTH/Ia IIMHA, U TIOCKOJIbKY BOOUTENH BRIOpAs APYTo
MapHIpyT, 4eM 0OBIYHO, a 3Ta yiulla Oblyia MyCTEHHHON, OHa He MOTJla HAaWTH TaKCU UM OPYrou
TPAHCIIOPT, IT03TOMY €M MPUIIIOCH KaTh, II0KA KTO-HUOYAb He IPUAET U He TIOMEHSeT IINHY.

Kynma umenHo Topak OIPOCUIT BOOUTENIS eXaTh?

Peiin B3rnsHyna Ha Topaka, KOTOPHIM, TOX0XKe, He 00paTU/I BHUMaHuUs Ha cjioBa MapTel. OH CHOBa
OBLT 3aHAT CBOMMU NOKYMeHTaMu U Teje(OHHBIMU 3BOHKaMHU.

«41 coxkarnet 06 aToM, PeitH». — cKa3ana MuCCUC MapTa, mocTaBas U3 CyMKU KaKyIO-TO KHUTY.

— OTO He Ballla BUHa, Muccuc MapTa. PeiiH momopiunaac. 9To BuHa Topaka. OHa xoTella CKa3aTh
3TO0, HO BMECTO 9TOr0... «[[aBaliTe HAYHEM, He TakK JIU?»

"BepHo." Muccuc MapTa COTrnacuiacse.

HexkoTopoe BpeMsi ciiycTst PeiiH Obisia MOTJIOIIEHa CBOMM HCCIIeIOBaHUeM U aXke He 3aMeTHuIa, Kak
Topak mpeKkpaTHi CBO paboTy ¥ BMECTO 3TOr0 HabIII0Has 3a Hell.

[Pad.] Topak MBICTIEHHO CBsS3all CBOIO bery.

[Ha, Tebe uTo-TO HykHO?] Pacdasms GBI BCero B OOHON KOMHATE OT HETO.

[[To3BoHu Ctedany Maruycy, 4ToObl OH MPUIIET B OM U BCTPeTus MeHs.] Cka3an Topak.

Credan Marnyc 0171 000pOTHEM APAKOHA, KOTOPHIM TaKXKe MPHUIIET C HUM B 9TOT T'OPOJI, B TO BPEMS
Kak ero 6par, PeitHonbg Maruyc, octancs B ropofie Pen-PuBep, 4ToOb 3aHUMATLCS TaM OM3HECOM,
TaK Kak ero coOCTBeHHas KoMmaHus Oblna mpuobpeTeHa TopakoM.

[Yro-HubOynms emé?] Padasnb momHsT TPYOKY, YTOOR! TO3BOHUTE.

[BoT u BCé.]

[Tocrne Toro, Kak Pelin 3aKoHYMIa yu€Oy, OHU Cpa3y IOIIJIA JOMOM U ITOYKUHAJU foMa. B KauecTBe
3aMeHBl, IOCKOJIbKY MUCCUC MapTa He 3all0o/IHUNIa yTpeHHee BpeMs, OHa fasna Peiin Oomblie
MaTepuasa OJis YTEeHU.

— BaM He KaxXeTCs, 4TO 3TO CAUIIKOM? Topak B3IJISHY/ Ha 3aMeTKy PellH 0 HOBOM MaTepuaie,



KOTOPHIN €l Hy?KHO OBLIIO BHIYYUTS.

"4 mory cpesnaTh 3T0." — ONTUMMUCTUYHO CKa3aja PelH.

B nocnenuee BpeMs OHa Onlsa B IIPUIIOOHATOM HACTPOEHUWHM, YN TaJla MHOT'O KHUT U TPEHHUPOBAJIACH,
YTOOBI BHITIOJTHUTD 3aganne. OHa 0YeHb XOTeJa IIOCTYIIUTE B YHUBEPCHUTET.

Korpa Pelin 3aroBopura, JII0OOu YBUENIH, UYTO OHa Ha caMOM Jiesie Becesiasi ¥ 0e33a00THas [eBYIIKa.
OHa CUJIbHO OT/IMYaach OT TOW HEBYLIKM, KOTOPYI0 Topak BCTPETHUIT HECKOTBKO MECSIIEB HA3a[l.

3a UCK/TI0UeHHEeM TOro aKTa, UTO OHA BCE elllé HEMHOI'0 HepBHUYAJIa M3-3a TOT0, YTO Obl/Ia PSIOOM C
He3HAKOMIIeM, HO OHa Bcerfga Obljla caMoOM SIPKO¥M CTOPOHOM cebsi, Korga Ovla ¢ TopakoM, u 3a 9TO OH
TI00HII e€ OoJIbIIe.

Teneps Peitn GblyTa TOX0XKa Ha TEIJIO COJIHIIA, KOTOPOE CHSIJIO B 3UMHEe BpeMs Iofia, SpKoe U
o4YapoBaTesibHOE, IT0OKa TopaKy ObIIIO TPYOHO OTOPBATh OT HEE B3TJISAM..

OH x0Ten OBITH C HEM, TPUKUMATE €€ K cebe U OBITh CBUIETENIEM KaXXI0M yIIEIOKM, KOCHYBIIIEHUCS €€
ry0, TOTOBBIX K TOLeNysIM. EMy Ka3aiock, YTO OH CXOIUT C yMa.

«41 B mopspxe...» PeliH ynbiOHynack, Koraa Topak IOJI0XKUI TOJIOBY €l Ha IIJIeYo.

«He mepeycepncTBy# u He 3a0601ei». — XKaJI0OHEIM TOHOM CcKa3al Topak.

"Xopomo." — cka3ana PellH u noxjomnasna ero mno mievy. "Msl foma."

o aToro Topak HUKOT{Ia HE CYKUTAN KaKue-Tu00 MecTa CBOMM JOMOM, OHM OBITTM IJIsT HETO BCETO
JIUIITH TIPOCTHIM 3l@HKEM, TIe OH MOT OTIOXHYTh, HO TEIeph, BCAKUI pa3, Koraa oH Ovln ¢ PeiiH, oH
yyBCTBOBas cels Kak goma. "4 moma."

TopaK rmomor PeiiH BRIMTH 13 MAIIMHEI, XOTh OHA U HE HY2KOaJIaCh B 3TOM, HO ITPOOOJIZKAJI AeJIaTh 3TO.

[Toka OHH BOIIIX B JOM, PeliH mbITasach pacijaaHUPOBaTh CBOe BPeMs, YTOOH yCIIETh 3aKOHYHUTD
yueOy ¥ TIopaHbIlle OTHOXHYTh.

OpmHako eé IIaH, I0-BUAUMOMY, [OIKEH ION0XKAaTh, IOTOMY YTO IIEPBEIM Y€JI0BEKOM, KOTOPOTO OHA
BCTPETHIIa, KOTMIa OHU BOIIUIK B TOCTHHYIO, Oblyia CepeduHa.

BempMma Oblna ofieTa B YEPHYIO KOKAHYIO KYyPTKY M CAllOT'M TAKOTO ke 1BeTa. E€ TeMHbIe IXKUHCH U
Oenas pyOarika oy KypTKOM upaeanbHO o0ieranu e€ Tejo.



«HaxkoHe1-To BHI 371ech...» CepedrHa XJIOMHYIa B Taf0IIX U, KaK 0OBIYHO, UTHOPUPYS HETTPOLIEHbIN
B3rs7 Topaka, polljyia Yepe3 KOMHATY U noporia K Peitd u Topaky.

"Yero TH x0uelns?" — xonogHo cupocun Topak. [Tocie HeCKOMBKUX HEfeNlb OTCYTCTBUSA OHA HaKOHEI]
TIOSIBUJIACh U Bejla ce0st CTPaHHO.

«41 3Ha1o, KTO OHa». CepedrHa MPOUTHOPUPOBAJIa BOIpoc Topaka Tak e, Kak IPOUTHOPHUPOBaia
BpaxmeOHEIN B3rIsan Topaka.

"“YT0 TH “Meelnb B BUQy?" Topak MpUIIypul riasa.

«41 3Hal0, KaK BBI3BaTh €€ cuny». CepedrHa cKa3aya 3TO PaioCTHO, KaK Oy[ATO HOBOCTH, KOTOPHIE OHA
nIpuHecia, ObIM 0YeHb BaXXHBIMU. «f myMaia 00 3TOM HECKOJIbKO Hefleslb, HO MHe HYKHO 0OJIbIle
nHGOPMALUK, YTOORI IIOOTBEPAUTH MO IPEeOnoioxkeHus». OHa 00BICHUIA CBOE OTCYTCTBHE.

— W 9T0 TH monMyuuIb? — crpocun Topak, Tenepb ero BHUMaHue OBIJI0 MPUKOBAHO K HEH.

«Anren-xpanutesnb. OHa. KTo. CTpax. BpeMsi». CepedrHa nmoguepKHysIa Kaxkabli CJIOT, YTOOH
OAYEPKHYTh Ba2XKHOCTh 3TOM HHPOPMaIUHU.

Peiin HaxMmypunacse, risgs Ha Cepeduny. O 4yéMm eli€ oHa ropopuia? OHa IOAHSJIA I'JIa3a ¥ YBUela
BhIpaxKeHUe jula Topaka, OH TOXKe CMOTPEN Ha BeIbMy TaKUM K€ BOIIPOIIAIOIIUM B3TJISIA0M, HO €ro
BOIIPOC OTJIMYAJICS OT €€.

«JlaBaliTe MOroBopuM 00 3TOM BHYTpuU». — IIpobopmoTasn Topak, B3sB PeilH 3a PyKy ¥ HalIpaBJIsSsach B
KabuHeT. TaM OBIJTI0 MHOTO OXPAaHHUKOB, ¥ TAaKOM Pa3roBOP ObLT HE I HUX.

Pacdasns u Kanneb Takxke OblIM BEI3BaHbI, YTOOBI BHICTTYIIATh 00bsiCHeHNEe CepeduHEL.

Korpga Bce miofiu yKe BOIIUIM B KOMHaTy, CepeduHa MpomonKuiia CBOU He3aKOHYEHHbIE CJIOBa.

«BoT B uéM memo». OHa B3APOTHYJIA, €€ JTUI0 ObIJI0 TAKUM CIIOKOMHBEIM, a CBET/IO-3eJIEHEIE TT1a3a
cusiny Ha PeliH, Kak Oy[TO OHa 3aBOpazkKMBasla €€, TaKOU B3TJIsAMI, KOTOPHIY PeliH He NTo0uT.

OHu cupenu Ha ouBaHe B GopMe OYKBEL «Y».

Cepeduna cupmena nocepenune, Peiid u Topak cumenu cieBa OT He€, a Padasns u Kamnebd cunenu
HAIIPOTUB HUX.

ATtmocdepa B KoMHaTe OblIa HE OUYEHb XOPOIIeH, TaK KaK HAPsSKeHHWe 9TOH BCTPeYH OBIIO
oLyTUMBEIM. Bce ueTBepo xkmanu €€ oObsICHEeHUN U TIe OHa OblyIa BCE 3TO BpeMs.



ITO He 03HAYaJIO, YTO OHM OXKHUIAIU eé IIPUCYTCTBHUA, a IIPOCTO IIOTOMY, 4TO Ceped)I/IHa OOJI2KHa
Oblna M03a00TUTHCS O PeiiH U BHISICHUTH €€ CTPpaHHOE COCTOAHHE.

Teneps, Korma oHa Obla 3[MECh U e eCTh YTO CKa3aTh Topaky o Peiin, nmsa Topaka ObLJIO BIIOJIHE
€CTECTBEHHO OBITh TAKUM HANPSIXKEHHEBIM.

Bornee Toro, oH HUKOTrga He CJIbIIIAJ 0 YeM-TO Bpofe «Tou, 4TO oXpaHseT BpeMs». BepoaTHO, TOTOMY,
yTo Topak HUKOTAa He IPOSIBIISI K HUM HUKaKOr0 MHTepeca, He TOBOPS yXKe 0 TOM, UYTO aHreJl-
XpaHUTEJIb BEIMED IIOCIIEe IOCIeIHEN BEeJIMKON BOMHEI MeXKAY JTUKAHTPOIIaMU U ObSBOJIOM.

«[IprynHa, 10 KOTOPOM THI CMOTJIa BEPHYTHCS Ha THICSIYY JIET Ha3ajl, 3aKJII0YaeTCs B TOM, 4TO y Te0s
€CTb 3Ta PeaKasi ClIoCOOHOCTh. BHIJT TOJIBKO OOUH aHTe/I-XPaHUTeIh, KOTOPHIKA 00/Iagall TaKOW CHUIION».
— cka3amna CepeduHa.

Bce yeTBepo xpanu crenyomero o0bsicHeHuss CepeduHEl, HO [IOCTIe 9TOT0 OHA HUYEro He cKa3asa.
Bomapusineecs MexXay HUMU Moa4aHue OBUIO 3all0JIHEHO BollpocaMu 6e3 OTBETOB.

"Tak?" Kanne6 He MOT IOMOYb, HO cipocuil. "Kto 3ToT uenmoBek?" OH 4yyBCTBOBAJ cebs 003aHHBIM
IIPOJOJIKATh 9TOT PA3roBOp, MOTOMY 4TO Topak HUKOTa He OBbIJI B HACTPOEHUH Pas3roBapuBaTh C
CepeduHol nocie ucye3HoBeHus Peiin, a Padasns npocTo XKpar.

«OHa XuJla JaBHEIM-TaBHO». CepeduHa moxkarsa I1edyaMu.

PeitH HaxMypHIach, y 9THX 66CCMEPTHHIX CYLIECTB YYBCTBO BpeMeHHU OBIJI0 HeMHOTO ApyruM. "Kak
IOJITO 3TO Ha caMoM fene?"

«3a[oTo 10 TOro, KaK CITy4yusIach BeluKas BoWHa». CepedurHa cusizia OT BOCTOpra, Kak OyAaTo aTa
MaJieHbKast HHPOpMaLus CTOUIa TOT0, YTOOH €€ OTIPa3THOBATS.

— Yrto MHe genaTh Toraa? PeliH pactepsinach, a CepedrHa HUYeM He moMorja. BegpMe cnengyer
IIPOCTO BHIOOJITATh BCE, UTO OHA 3HAJIa, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOR TAaMHCTBEHHO 0OJITATh B KPYTY.

— KoneuHo, TH HOKHA C Hel BCTPeTUThCS. CepedrHa cKa3asa 3TO TaKUM TOHOM, KakK OyaTo
cKa3aja: «Pa3Be 9TO He 04eBUAHO?». «TOJIBKO BCTPETUB €€, Thl HAYYHUIILCSI KOHTPOJIUPOBATh CBOIO
CUJIy ¥ CTaHeIllb CUJIbHON».

— IMomoxmu, KaxkeTcs, 51 He MOHUMal0. Kanme6 BCKUHYIT PYKU U ITOKA4all TOJI0BOM. «JTOT YeI0BeK
ellle KUB?»

Cepeduna Haxmypunack. «Koneuno, HeT! Tsl UAUOT? AHTEJ-XpPAaHUTEIb BEIMED YK€ MHOTO BEKOB!»
Ona nocmortpena Ha ['ammy.



Kanneb neiicTBUTENbHO XOTEN Pa3laBUTh TOJIOBY BEIbMEI 3a TO, YTO OHA Ha3BaJla ero UAUOTOM.
«HWrak, Kak Peiin cobupascs ¢ Hell M03HAKOMUTHCS?!» OH B3peBeJI, Telephb OH MOHSI, moyeMy Topak
u Padassnb ObIM TaK HEOXOTHHI ¥ M30erasyu rOBOPUTD C Hel JIMYHO.

HyxeH Obin 60/1bI1I0H TALHeHT, YTOOR CMUPUTHCS C TeM, Kak CepeduHa roBOpHT.

«Hcmonb3yit e€ cumy». CepedprHa HeOpexKHO MoxKaJja miedaMu. «ECnu oHa MOra MonacTh B TOT
IieHb, KOTMla IePEBHS aHTeJI0OB OblJla pa3pylleHa, OHa JOJIXKHA OBITh B COCTOSTHUM IIONIACTh U BO BPEMS
3a[0JIr0 [I0 3TOTO0».

Peitn moMopIuiack Ipy CJI0BE «pa3pymuTh» oT CepeduHbl, TakK, KaK OHa CKa3aa 3To0, Kak OynTo
KHUTEJIH 3TOTO MeCTa He OBLIU JIIOAbMU, 0 KOTOPEIX CTOUJIO OB YIIOMUHATE.

Ho npexpe, yem Kanmne0 ycrnesn 3aT0OBOPUTH WU KTO-TO YCIIeNl CpearupoBaTh, Topak BCTal U
yrpoxatolne mocMorpen Ha Cepeduny. «MoxeTe 0ocTaBUTh uzeto cebe». Ero ronoc 61 rpyosM u
CypOBEIM. «PeliH HUKyZa He OUAET».

Knbiku Topaka yIIMHUIUCH, KOTIa OH ITOMBITAJICS yIepKaTh CBOETo 3Beps B cTpaxe. OH TONBKO YTO
1oTepsin PeiiH He Tak MaBHO, IAHKWKA U CTPaX, KOTOPEIe OH YYBCTBOBAJ B TOT MOMEHT, BCE eIlé
ocTauck, HO Termephb CepeduHa cKasasa, 4ToO 3a6epeT PeitH, 4TOOH chenaTh 9TO CHOBA? BepHYThCs
Ha THICSYY JIeT Ha3afl, KOT{la 9T 3BepH U CBEPXbECTECTBEHHEIE CYIIeCTBa ObIIM Ha ITHUKE CBOEH
CBUPEIOCTH U JKECTOKOCTH.

Kak oH Mor gomycTuTh, 4TOOH €70 IIapa OTIIpaBuiIach B Takoe MecT0? OH OOoJKeH OBITh
CyMacuIeImuM, YTOOH IT03BOJIUTE €U YUTH.

Cepeduna Bcubixayna. Korma Topak OTKPHIT ABEPh, OHA 3aKphljia ABephb IPIMO IIepef TeM, Kak
Topak cMor MpouTH MUMO Heé C PeiiH.

9To melCcTBUE YyTh HE Pa3faBuIIo masblibl Topaka, eciu Obl Y Hero He OBII0 3aMevYaTeIbHOTO
pedrnekca.

«41 He Oyny paboTaTh Ha C*CC TOIBKO /ISt TOTO, UTOOH! TH yIIEN BOT Tak!» Cepeduna Obiya B SpOCTH,
HUKTO NTOHATHUSA He UMeJl, KaK OHa MOIy4Yusa 3Ty uHopManuio g PerH. "9T0 BaXHO 14 HEE,
4yTOOBI y3HATh CBOM COOCTBEHHHIE CITOCOOHOCTH!"

"OHa xopollla Tako, Kakas oHa ecThb!!!" Topak psABKHYI Ha BeapMy. «Eil He HyKHO 3TOMY yuuThcs! A
Oymy 3aIuiaTh eé!»

Cepeduna ycMexHyach, yCbIIIaB 3T0. — THl Oymelb 3aIuiaTh e€, a? OHa BCTaja ¥ MOJI0XKKIIa
pyku Ha Oefipa. «Brl 3a0bITH 0 Lie/IM BOCKpEIIeHUS aHTena-xpaHuTensa? Kak B IIaHUPyeTe
3allUIIaTEL ee?!»



Topak Hayvan MpeBpaIaThCs B CBOETO 3BEPS, KOrma 13 (oIuKysa ero KOXu BEIPBACs OB MeX.
OH BeIyCTHUII PYKY PeiiH B CBOel XBaTKe, Tak KakK 00S/ICS MPUYUHUTE el 60J1b, KOTTIa eT0 OCTPHIE
KOT'TH BBHIIIIN U3 €T0 HOT'TEH.

9TO MOBTOPUIIOCH EINE pa3, BCIKUM pa3, Korga Topak u CepeduHa pacXoguaruch BO MHEHUSX, OHU
MMeNu TeHAEHIHUIO Pa3phiBaTh MECTO, B KOTOPOM OHM OBIITM, Ha YaCTH.

«ITo3BONIbTE MHE CKa3aTh BaM UCTHHHYIO IIe/b Balen xku3Hu». CepeduHa mepesesna CBOU CBETJIO-
3eJleHble I'J1a3a, TPeBOXKHO IpUIllypuBInnecs Ha PerH 3a cniuHOM Topaka. — Pa3 yX TBOU Npusitesb
IJIaHUPYET OepKaThb 3TO B ceKpeTe oT Tebs, BepHO, Anbda? OHa cmpocuna Topaka, HacMexasiCh Haf
TeM, YTOOBI OH ITOKAa3aJl CBOIO YPOMAJIMBYIO CTOPOHY Iepef PeiH.
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