«BrI II0JIy4aeTe TO, Ha 4YTO COTrJjialllaeTEeCh».

-Jlyu3za Coriep (Coto3eHn CapanpoH), Tensma u Jlyusa-
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TeMm BpeMeHEM B 3aKpHITOM KOMHaTe PeliH 6€3y4acTHO CMOTpeJIa B Mo epef co60M CO CII0KHBIMU
SMOLIUASIMH.

Ha camoM [fierne, oHa 4yBCTBOBaJja Cce0s IJI0X0 U3-3a TOTO, YTO OToCcana Topaka. 9To Gblyia He ero
BMHA, TaK KaK OH TakKxXe He 3HaJ, 4To CepedrHa coOupaeTcs CxKedb THEBHUK €€ MaTepH.

Ho celiuac oHa gelCTBUTENBHO HE XOTeNla HU C KEM BCTpPeYaThCs.

Peiin He BO3paxKama, eCIM OHa He CMOXKET CHOBAa BCTPETUTLCSA C DOHOM, 3TO OOHO, HO TO, KaK
noctynuna Cepeduna, ObII0 APYTUM, B 3TO HEIb3sT OBIJIO IIPOCTHUTb.

W3 e€ rna3 KaTUach eIle ogHa CJe3a, KOTOPYIO OHa PEe3KO BEITEPIJIA.

— Bcé emé nnavems?

CJI0BHO CHTYyaIls Urpaja ¢ PelH, IOCIeHUN YeI0BeK, KOTOPOTO OHA X0Tejla BUNETh, U MOCIeIHUM
T'0JI0C, KOTOPHIH OHa XOTeJla CIIBIIIATh, ObIT B KOMHATE.

Kakum-To 00pa3oM el ynanoch BOUTH B KOMHATY Tak, YTOOH €€ HUKTO He 3aMeTuJI, HO Belb OHa
BeJbMa.

Bompoc Cepedunrl KOCHYICS €€ B3rsgnoM PeifH, oHa CTUCHYa 3y0OHl ¥ ITIOCMOTpesia Ha BeObMY
CKBO3b IIeJIEHY CIIE3.

"Jero TH x0uews?" ['otoc Pelid OB OYeHb XOJIOOHEIM, PaHbIie OHa HUKOTOa HU C KEM Tak He
pasroBapuBaa, Kak OyITO 3TO TOBOPUII KTO-TO OPYTOM.

Ho 1o kakoii-To mpuunHe B rina3ax CepeduHb! MIsICAI0 BeCebe, KOTHa OHa IOgBepraaach
XOJIOOHOMY oOpalieHuto ¢ PeiH.

Cepeduna cTosia o APYTyI0 CTOPOHY KPoBaTH B 6eJI0M IJlaThe, KOTOPOe KOHTPACTUPOBAJIO C €€
OTHEHHO-PHIKKMMU KOPOTKMMH BOJIOCaMHU, €€ CJierkKa KpacHble T'yObl U30THYJIUCH B YIILIOKeE.

«Yero s xouy? Thl 3Haelb, 4ero g xouy». CepeduHa cena Ha Ty Ke KpoBaTh, yTO U PeitH. «Kak OBl ThI
MeHs He HeHaBH[Iella, Th 106Iarogapuillb MeHs 03XKe, IIOTOMY 4TO 51 Hay4y Te0s, KaK BBIKUTh B



9TOM KECTOKOM MHUDPE.

['yOr1 PeitH mpoxKanu OT rHeBa, KOTOPHIM Iy/TbCUPOBAJI B €€ BeHaX 1 00KuTaj e€ cepAlle, OHa HUKOTa
paHbllle He YyBCTBOBasa cebs Tak, HO KOT{la OHa TOBOPUIIA, €€ T0I0C OBIT POBHBIM M TBEPOHLIM. «TH He
YUHWIITh MEHSI, KaK BEIKHUTb B 9TOM MHUPE, THl IIPOCTO YUMIIL MEHS, KaK ObITh 00jIee JKeCTOKOU B 3TOM
JKECTOKOM MHUpPe».

BpoBu CepeduHEl B3neTenu BBepX, KOrga OHa yCbIIana 3To. "B 4ém pasHuia?" — anaTtuyHo
cmpocuia oHa. «THl myMaelnb, uTo pa3 Topak 3pech u 3aiuinaeT Tebs, Tebe 00JbIle He TPUUUHST
Bpema? UTo Temeps TH B 6e30macHOCTH? ThHI CIMIIIKOM HAaWBHA, U THI HOXKHA U3MEHUTD 3Ty HEBUHHYIO
MBICJIb O cebe».

- UTO THI UMeeIb B BUMY, UTO MHE IIPUUYUHAT KaKoK-1100 Bpen? PellH mOBepHYyIach BCEM TEJIOM,
4yTOOBI TeIlepb OHa MOTJIa IIOBEPHYTHCS JIUIIOM K BefbMe. OHa Obljla TOTOBA YCIIBIIIATh, YTO OBl 3TO HU
OBLI0, IOCKOJIBKY BCE BOKPYT HEE HUKOTA He UMeJI0 HUKaKOro CMEICIIA.

— ycMexHynach CepedpuHa. «Kak Thl MOXKeIllb BUAETh CBEPXbECTECTBEHHBIX CYIIECTB, KaK ThHI
IIpeBpallaelIbcs B IOMOITHIKA ANTb(E U KaK THI IyTeleCTBOBal BO BPEMEHHU, Y BCETO €CTh LIEIb»., —
CKasaJjla OHa CTPOTUM T00COM. «M BHI IOKHBI OBITH TOTOBHL KO BCEMY, YTO ITPOU30UTET B
onmuxkatimem OymymieM. Kak TOMbKO BH IPOMEMIIMTE, Ballla XKU3Hb OyIeT IIOCTaBlIeHa Ha KapTy».

"O uéM Bce 9T70?" PeilH HaxMypuiach, HO €€ 3aMellaTe/IbCTBO BCE eIll€ He MOTJIO IIOTaCUTh THEB
BHYTPU He€. «Thl MbITaelIbCS CKa3aTh, YTO €CTh KTO-TO, KTO XOUET MOEN CMEePTH?».

BEIn 1 KTO-TO, KTO XOTeJ e€ yOUTh?

"Kto T0?" CepeduHa yXMBIIbHYIACh, KaK Oy[ITO 3TOT BOIpocC o3abaBun e€. «kKpoMme NTMKaHTPOIIOB U
o0opoTHei, NMo0ble OPYTHe CYIIeCcTBa XOTSAT TBOE CMEPTH, U, IIOCKOIBKY THl BEPHYJIac B TO BpEMS,
KOTTla IePeBHS aHTesI0B OblyIa pa3pyIleHa, Thl JoIKHa Oblyla 3HATDH IIEHHOCTh aHTeJIa-XPaHUTeIIs U
[I0YeMy APYThe CYIIeCTBa X04YeT BHICAaChIBaTh TBOI SHEPTUIO».

Peiin 3Hama 06 9ToM (akTe, Korma Oblyia B IepeBHE aHTeNIOB, HO OHA He IMOHUMAJIa, TPUMEHSIeTCs I
9Ta MPaKTHKA [0 CHX IOP.

— Ho ecnu T gyMaeliib, 4TO TBOSI XKU3Hb OymeT B 6€301MacHOCTH, IOTOMY 4TO Topak — TBOS ITapa H,
K CYaCTbhi0, CUJIbHENINH anbda cpefu TMKaHTPOIIOB 1 000pOTHEH, TH TaKas riymnas. CepedrHa
CKasasa 3T0 pe3ko. «HUKTO He MOT IpefcKa3aTh Oyaylee, 1 HUKTO He MOT TapaHTHUPOBaTh, YTO OH
Bcerga OymeT 1o KoOHTpoJieM. Bo3aMoxkHO, OyZeT BpeMs, KOTrfia KOMY-TO yAacTcs COUTh eTo C HOT,
KOT'7la 9TO IIPOU30UAET, YTO TH OyHels fenaTh? Aesak ceryac?"

Peiin npukycuna HuxHIO0 Iy0y, CepeduHa Obizia 04eHb X0pOoIlla B CBOKX CJIOBax, el yoamoch
3aCTaBUTh €€ YYBCTBOBATh CE0S IJI0X0 U3-3a €€ peaKkluy Ha THEBHUK.



BMecTo TOT0, YTOOR U3BHHUTHCS 3a TO, UTO OHA chefajna, CepeduHa mepeBepHysa CBOU CIIOBa U
OIIpaBAbIBaJia UX, IIOKA OHU He 3By4YaJid Tak, OynTo PeiH Oblyla TeM, KTO CIIHIIKOM OCTPO
OTpearupoBa Ha e€ pPeakIuio.

Tem He MeHee, PeliH He Morjia HaliTH HYyKHBIX CJIOB, YTOOBI BO3pa3uTh eii. Cepeduna Oblna CIUIIKOM
OTIBITHA, YTOOR PeliH Morjia mepeurpaTh e€ CJIoBa.

«Korma Ha Topake CTy4uTCs 4TO-TO IIJIOX0€, UTO TH Oymels menaTh?» CepedrHa IIOBTOPUIA CBOM
BOIIPOC, TOTOMY 4YTO PeliH Tak u He oTBeTuna €. «C TaKUM KOJIMYEeCTBOM BParoB, KOTOPHIE XOTAT €T0,
THI OyIelh eqUHCTBeHHOU ero ciaabocThio. OHa caMa...» BegbMa MaxHy/Ia PyKoil B CTOpOHY PeliH,
3THM JKEeCTOM, KakK Oy[aTO roBOpS, YTO PeilH He CTOUT YIIOMHHATh.

C mpyro# cTOpOHHI, Kak Ovl PeliH HU He X0Tella 3TO IpH3HaBaTh, B pe3Kux cioBax Cepe@uHL! €CTh
MOJIST TTPABMEL.

Ona 6sl1a cabocThio Topaka.

«Bel — merkas 1enb g5 Bparos Topaka, 4ToObl 1o6paThCs J0 HETO, TOCKOJIBKY B €T0 ITapa, OH
cOeraeT BCE, 4TOoOb YOeOUTHCS, UTO BBl B Oe3omacHoCcTu». CepeduHa HeOPeKHO MMoXKaja IIedyaMu.
«Bnaromaps mapHOM CBSI3W MEXIy BaMU OBYMsi». To, KAK OHa roBOpua, 00JIbIIe IIOXOOUI0 Ha
HACMEIIKY, YeM Ha 61aroflapHOCTb.

PeiiH HUYEro He TOBOPHUJIa HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHUM, OHa IIPOCTO cMOTpesa Ha Cepeduny, KoTopas
capKaCTU4YeCKu yribanachk, mpexae 4yeM 6eCliBETHO 3aT0OBOPUTh. «UTO-TO MPOU3O0III0 MeXKAY TOOOM
M TUKAHTPOIIaMH, BEPHO?»

B rnazax CepeduHE! Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYH IPOMEIBKHYJIO MUMOJIETHOE YOUBIIEHNE, IPeXKie YeM OHa
ObICTPO B3si71a ce6s1 B PyKU U CHOBA yIBIOHYAcCh. " ¥ TMKaHTPOIIH?"

— Ecnu GbITH TOYHEE, 3TO MexXay ToOou 1 OpaToMm Topaka, s mpaBa? — crpocusna PeliH TeM xe
MOHOTOHHBIM TOHOM.

«He roBopu 0 TOM, 4ero TH faxke He 3Haellb». CepeduHa caenana XecT, YTOObl TPUYMEHbBUIUTh
TEMY.

Hraopupys e€ oteT, PeitH npogorxkuna. «f Bunesna Tebs MepTBOM B fepeBHe AHTella U OH IIJlaKasl
110 Tebe».
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