4 3Halo, KeM s OBIJI 9TUM YTPOM, HO C TeX IIOP 4 U3MEHUJICA HEeCKOJIBKO paas...

-Anuca B cTpaHe 4ygec-
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— OTKypa THl 3Haellb e€ uMA? JIuaus ycraBunach Ha PeliH, eé ria3a MIMPOKO PaCKPHIIACH, TETEPD
OHa BBITJIsAMeNa ucnyranHoi. «CepedrHa — BefbMa, IpUHazjiexkallas 6parbsiM [loHOBaH...»

JInous IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha PeiiH ¢ HEOOBSICHUMBIM YYBCTBOM, CXKaABIIMMCS B I'PYOH, a IIOTOM II€peBela
T'Jla3a ¥ IIOCMOTpPeEJIa Ha CIINHY KEHIITWHEI HEIIOJaJIEKy OT HHUX.

Jlugus maxe He 3Hasla HacTosero o6muka CepeduHEl, KpOMe € PRIKUX BOJIOC, KOTOPhIe ObUIN
XOPOILIO U3BECTHHI CPEU TBapel, HO BCe 3HAJU €€ UMS KaK CaMOW MOTYIECTBEHHON BEIbMEI B 3TOM
KOPOJIEBCTBE, TakK Kak CepeduHa MpuHecsa rOpbKUH BKYC KaXXI0OMy HapOo4y, OOHUM JIUIIb
YIIOMUHAHUEM €€ UMEeHHU. B ImIoXux OTHOIIEeHUSX OHa Oblia He jty4iie 6paTheB [JOHOBAH.

«f BcTpeuana eé panbine». TouHee, PeliH MO3HAKOMUJICS C HEY YeThIpe OHS Ha3al, OYKBalIbHO 3a
MTHOBEHME [10 TOT0, KaK OHa KCYe3jia U 0YYTHUJIaCh B 9TOM CTPaHHOM MecTe. «OHa MEeHS 3HaeT, 5 C
HEW IIOTOBOPIO».

OmHako JIugus MOCIeNTHo CXBaTHiIa e€ 3a PYKY, YTOOR OCTAHOBUTHL PeliH, M 9HEPTUYHO 3aMOTalla
rojyioBoii. «HeT, He x0mu Tyma, OHA, HABEPHOE, MOXKEeT CHeIaTh HaM 4TO-HUOyOb moxyxe...» OHa
MeJIbKOM B3TJIsIHYy1a Ha CepeduHy c3agu U TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK XOJIOMOK ITpo0eskas 1o e€ CIHHe.
«OHa MOXeT HaBpeguTh Tebe...»

Peitn HaxMypuac.

Cepeduna He TPUYUHUT el Bpena, BepHo? OHa 3Hasla e€. BeposTHO, oHa OBl 371eCh, YTOOH MCKATh
ee.

"Her, oHa He OymeT. OHa 3HaeT MeHs." PeliH MOMbITanach pa3xkaTh Majbllbl JIMAUY, BIEIHUBIINECS B
nanbTo. «ECNK 9TOT moxkap — €€ [eso, TO S MOIMPOIIY €€ OCTaHOBUTHCS».

HebpexHo mpousHeceHHble PellH crioBa 3acTaBuiu JIMAKIO CKaThCS el OoblIe.
CMOXeT i1 OHa 3aCTaBUTh BeIbMy O0CTaHOBUTHCA? Ho BegpMa TOJIBKO Cilyliana [lOHOBaHa...

— PeliH... He menait 3TOTrO... — JlUgus ynpsaMo Buenusiack B PeliH. «OHa He U3 TeX, K KOMY MOXKHO
OOUTH HEOPEKHO».



«OcTaHbCs 37€eCh, 5 TOTOBOPIO C Hel...» PeliH Tak XKaxpaasna BcTpeuu ¢ CepeduHoi ceryac u
3afiaBajia el MHOTO BOIIPOCOB, HO IIpEeXKIe BCEro el HyKHO ObIJI0 IOTYIIUTh OT'OHb.

«Ho, PentH...» Jlugus He pelllanach OTIYCTUTL PeliH U 0Ka3aThCS PSOOM C BeIbMOM.

BeposiTHO, K3-3a IIyMHOT'0 3ByKa 00ITOBHU Mexay Peitn u Jlunued, HakoHell, CepeduHa MOHITA, YTO
oHa ObLIa TaM He OmHa.

Ona OblyIa CIMINIKOM 3aHSITa IOCTABJIEHHOM 3aJayen, II03TOMY HE 06pa1H,aHa BHUMAaHMS Ha CBOE
OKPY2XKeHHue, OHa AyMalla, 94TO KaXKOblll TEHEBOU BOWH CPpaXKaeTCd 3a IIpenejaMu OJePeBHU, B TO BpeMd
KaK aHTeJI-XPaHUTEeJIb... HY, OHU HE CMOT'yT Y6e}KaTB OT 3TOr'0. B[ OTrH4A.

['me Obl OHM HU TIPSITA/IUCh, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHYM BRIUAYT U3 CBOETO YKPHITHS, ¥ ITOMMATh WX BCEX
OymeT HaMHOTO IIPOIIIe.

OpHako ouryieHre TPUOIUKEHNUS 3aCTaBUII0 €€ HACTOPOXKUTHCS ¥ PE3KO IMTOBEPHYTHCS CIUHOM K
HE3BaHOMY T'OCTIO.

Ho B TOT MOMEHT, KOT{la OHa MEeJIbKOM YBHJIeJa [EeBYIIKY B KOPUYHEBOM IaIbTO, KOTOPas
HEYBepPEeHHO MpuOIHUKaNIach K Hel U3 HUOTKY/a, YTO-TO TEMHOE 3aKPHIJIO €€ I0JIe 3PEHUS U
OTTOJIKHYJIO OT TOTO MECTa, I'/le OHa CTOSIA.

CepeduHa MOYYBCTBOBaJIa, Kak €€ TeJ0 IOOHSIOCH U TOBUCIIO B BO3MyXe, MPeXIe 4eM uepes
CEKYH[y €€ IIBHIPHYJIO B XOJIOMHYIO PEKY.

Peka Ampuputy, KOTOpas HUKOTHA PaHblIe He 3aMep3alia, Telleph Hadaia 06pa3oBbIBaTh Ha CBOEH
TIOBEPXHOCTH TOJICTHIN JIEM, KOTOPHIM TPECHYN B TOT MOMEHT, Korjia Teno CepeduHbl CTONKHYIIOCH C
HUM.

3aBeca ThMHI yIepzKuBasla e€ Mof BOOOoM, U3-3a Yero el ObUI0 TPYAHO IIPOM3HECTH 3aKINHaHNe UITH
IPUMEHUTH Maruio.

Peiin ¢ yxkacoM ITOCMOTpeJ1, YBULEB TbMY IIO[l 3aMep3llel peKOoy, OHa ABUTalaCh U KPYKUIacCh,
pacTeKasnach U Cryllanach, CJIOBHO XKUBas, MBITAACh 3a0yLIINTh IOUMABIIET0 €€ YeI0BeKa.

B3MaxHyB rojioBo¥ B IpYT'yI0 CTOPOHY, PeiiH Halllla KICTOYHUK TeHH, 3TO ObIT J0oH!

«Het, mpekpatu! Trl yOBELIL €€!» PeiiH momnbITazach OCTAHOBUTH DOHA, HO Oblla 00e3BHUXKEeHA
IpYyToM TeHbIO, KOTOpasi CKpyTHa e€ Tejlo, ymepxkuBas e€ Ha Mecte. "Het! He yOuBaliTe e€!" —
KPUKHYJIAa OHA B TIAHUKE.

C Takoi CKOpPOCThIO, eCIU JOH MPOAOJIKUT 9TO AenaTh, Cepeduna yMmpeT! U PeitH He Morna



n03BouTh Cepedure ymepeTs! BhIIO UTO-TO, YTO € OBIIIO HYKHO OT He€, u X0Ts1 CepeduHa 4acTo
oOpalanack ¢ Hel 1JI0X0, HO YOUTHL e€ OBIIO yKe Yepecuyp.

«JoH! IIpekpaTtu!» PeliH 0TYasTHHO IJIaKaia, YTOOB JOH IIPEeKPaTHUI CBOM [EeNCTBUS, HO TEHEBOU
BOUH OT'JIOX OT €€ MOJILOHL.

Peiin 4yBCTBOBasa, KaK TeHb, 0OBUBABIIAS €€ TEeJ0, CXKUMAJlach, ¥, HAKOHEI], OHa yIIajia Ha 3eMJII0,
IIBITAsICh 0CBOOOAUTHLCS, HO Oe3pe3ynbTaTHO.

Kaxk oHa mormna 60p0TBC5{ C 4eM-TO, Yero OHa JaxkKe He MOrja IOHSATh?

M3 cBOETro MoI0kKeHusI, C TOJIOBOM Ha 3eMJie, OHa MOTJIa BUIETh TOJIBKO ITOBEPXHOCTh PEKH, He 3Hasd,
YTO MPOUCXOOUT IIOM HeH.

Tem He MeHee, 9T0 Obiia CepeduHa, BegbMa He IOoTyunia ObI TUTYJI CAMOM MOTYIIIECTBEHHOM BEIbMEI
1 He Obiya Ovl ¢ [lToHOBAHOM, ecyii OBl OHa ITO3BOJIMIIA XPOMOM TEHHU JIETKO MOOEOUTh €€, JOHY HYKHO
01710 G0JIbIIIe TJIaHa, YTOOB IPUPYUYUTH €€ U MTOaBUTDh €€ CHUITY.

B MrHOBeHHE OKa CIIOKOHHAs pPeKa IIpeBpaTUiIach B BOOOBOPOT, Ha €€ MOBEPXHOCTH 00Pa30BaIkCh
OOJIBIIINE BOJIHEL.

Karmu Bogbl 0CTaHABIMBAIUCEH B BO3AYXE, BMECTE C 9TUM THICSIYH IIyTIajel] B3JIeTalu U XJIeCTalH B
HampasneHunu CepeduHE, HO TaKke OBUIM OCTAHOBIIEHH IIPEXKME, YEM KOCHYIIUCH €€.

BricoKOMepHast yXMbIJIKa, KOTOPYio PeliH BuOenia MHOTO pa3, MeJIbKHYJIa B yrojkax ryd Cepe@uHs.
OHa TOpKeCTByMIILe IOCMOTPesia Ha J0Ha.

[Tocne atoro CepeduHa rpalro3HO MOBEPHYIACh Ha IIOBEPXHOCTH JIEASTHBIX OCKOJIKOB, KaK OyITO OHa
OblTa HeBECOMOK. BMecTe ¢ eé mBUKEHUSIMHU TEKYyIIas BoMla IIOM Hel ImpeBpallaiack B BOMOBOPOT U
TIOJHUMAJIACh B BO3IYyX, KaK BOMOMA.

A 3aTeM OOHOBPEeMEHHO IPOU3OLIIY ABe BELIX: B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla BOAONaL, CO3NaHHBIN
CepeduHoii, OEICTPO XIBIHYT Ha JoHa U PeltH, TeHb B popMe KOIbs IPOH3UTIA CePALle BEObMEI.

Cepeduna IpiiHe ucnbiTana 601b, KOTMa €€ TeJI0 PyXHYJI0 Ha IOBEPXHOCTD BOJL U KPOBH XJIBIHYJIA U3
BITQWHHI HA €€ CepIle.

[Tpexme ueM PeliH 3akphbijia rja3a, YToOH TOATOTOBUTHCS K yaapy Iajaollei BoOkl, OHa YBUEa,
YTO KTO-TO €Ill€ KOHTPOJIUPYET TeHb, HallaBIlyio Ha Cepedpuny.

OTa TeHb IPUHA[Iekasa He DOHY, a KOMY-TO APYTOMY...
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