U ecnu nm060Bb OymeT 6e3ymueM, MyCTh 1 HUKOTma 00sbille He 00peTy 3 PaBOMBICIIHE.
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Cepeduna O6rista abCcoMIOTHO HEIpaBa, €C/IM OHa AyMalia, YTO MOXKET roBOpuThk 00 afe ¢ TopakoM, oHa
3a0kl/Ta, YTO aBHBEIM-TABHO TpHU Oparta [I0OHOBaH YCTPOUIH aj] B 3TOM MUDE.

YT0-TO, Yero OHa HMKOTA He HOoJI2KHa 3a0hBaTh 00 yXKacax ¥ OTYASHUY, KOTOPEIE OHK CEI0T, KOTa
OHa roBopuIa ¢ HUM 00 afie.

CKaB 4emoCTh, Cepe(bI/IHa He MOTJIa HalTH CJI0Ba, YTOOH BO3PaA3UTh €r0 3aABJIEHHNI0, HO €€ ropgIiinue
T'Jla3a T'OBOPHUJIN OosbIlle, YeM ee CJIOBa.

Ona OblyTa B SPOCTH ¥ COBEPIIIEHHO HE COTJIallanach ¢ moTpeOHoCThI0 Topaka, KaK MOXKHO OlIuxke K
CBOeM ToppyTe, 9TO ObIJIa CBSI3b MEXMAY CYIPyraMu, X0Ts PeitH He 4yBCTBOBAJI TOTO ke, 4TO U Topaxk.

Y, B oTnuune OT y3bl OOBIYHOTO CYIPyra, 0Y€BUAHO, 3TO cpaboTaso TOJILKO B OOGHOM HaIlpaBJIeHUH,
m03ToMy Topaky HyKHO Obll0 yOemuThCs, 4TO PeiiH JTI0OUT ero B OTBET.

"TToueMy THI IPUIIIa MHE Ha ITOMOIIB?" - TUXO CIIpocui Topak, ero ria3a Bce elre OBl IBeTa
Mpa4yHOU HOYMU.

«3TO THI IOCJIAN KOTO-TO UCKaTh MEHs». - CKa3ana CepeduHa OEIOBEIM TOHOM.

910 npaBpa, uTo Topak nocmnan [[keliMca HailTh ee, HO B TO BpeMsl 3TO OBUIO 110 APYTOM IPUYKHE.

«Ho g IIpUTIaCuil Tebs He 4Jis1 TOTO, YyTOOBI THI IIOMEIIAJI MHE ¥ MOEH KEeHe». TopaK B3rJISAHYII B
HalIpaBJIEHNH MAIIIWHEI, Y6eJII/IBIlII/ICB, yT0 PeliH Bce ellle HaXOOUTCS BHYTPU MAIIIAHEI.

"BMmemmBaThCS?" - HacMeunuBo 3aMeTuia CepeduHa. «Trl 3a0bIT, YTO 3TO S CIIACIA KAIKOT'0 TBOETO
ITapTHEpPa OT KOMBI? ! »

Topak u3gan rioy6okoe peiyanue, Korga CepeduHa Ha3hIBaeT €ro MOAPYTY KaJIKOH, KOTria OH
HAIOJIOBUHY IIOBEPHYJICS U Hamal Ha Hee. OH MOJHSIT CBOIO GOJIBIIYIO PYKY C OCTPHIMU KOT'TSIMH,
BBRITSIHYTHIMU U3 KOHYHKOB I1aJIbIEB, ¥ HAILIEIUJICS Ha TOJIOBY BeIbMEL.

Cepeduna mogHsIa PyKy 4 3aKphljia JIMIO, TPOU3HOCS 3aKIMHAHUE Ha SI3bIKe, KOTOPHIM MOTIa
TIOHSITh OHA.



OcTpsle KOI'TH IIpOpe3ay TKaHb ee JIUHHBIX PYKaBOB, HO €€ KOXa 0CTajlach HEBPEOUMOH, I10CTIe
atoro CepeduHa onycTuia pyku u mocMoTpena Ha Topaka. "Kak Tel mocMes HanacTh Ha MeHs!?"

Topak omycTun pyky, Korfa OH BEpHYJICS B CBOIO O0BIYHYIO GOpMY.

«ThI momxkHa OblJIa MOTafaThCS 00 3TOM, KOTIa IIPOSBUJIA HeyBaXkKeHUe K MOeH CyIpyre». -
6eccepmeyuHo cka3an Topak. «Thl 3HAEIb, YTO S HEBOCIPUUMYUB K TBOUM IMPOKIATUIM». OH
no6aBul, Koraa yBupmen, uto CepeduHa mbiTaaach ero mpoKJIsCTh.

"Bynpb TH npokaAT!" CepduHa rpoOMKO KPUKHYJIA B OTYagHUU U C YCMEIIKOU ITOCMOTpeJia Ha IATEPHIX
JIMKaHOB B (hOpMe BOJIKOB, 0OHaXKAIOIIUX KITBIKU.

«Ckaxu MHe, CepedrHa, B 4eM TBOS CKpHITad Lielb?» Topak 0TKa3ascs OTIYCTUTh €€ OT 3TOT0
BOIIPOCa.

Ha sToT pa3 CepeduHa He oTBeTUNIa Topaky, mpoMosdaa.

«Trl mpormana 6e3 BeCTH MHOTO JIET, @ HE[EII0 Ha3a/l BHE3AIHO MOSIBUIIAC U BhI3BaIac IIOMOYb, 3TO
OBLJIO YTO-TO, YTO HE COOTBETCTBOBAJIO TBOEMY XapaKTepy». Topak nyurie 3Haln, uTo CepeduHa He U3
TE€X, KTO JIETKO IIPOTSIHYJa ObI PYKY IIOMOIIH, eCi OBl 3TO He IIPUHECIIO e MOIb3H.

OnHakKo 0OHa OXOTHO X0TeJla 00y4uTh PeiiH u IoMoria el OIyTUTh CBOIO IPUPONHYIO CUITY. UTO-TO
OBbLJIO HE TaK B €e UCTUHHOM HaMepeHUH.

"KTo-To mpuKa3an BaM 3To caenaTth?" Topak goragancs. « MHaude TH He IPEeOI0KUIIEL ITIOMOIIL PeitH».
Yewm Gosnbliile 9T0 roBopun Topak, TeM 60Jbllle OH YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO €T0 CJI0OBA BEPHHI.

«Brl HE momKkHEL 3HaTh 00 3TOM». CepeduHa 0TKa3aiach OTBeYaTh Ha 06BuHeHUs Topaka. "Bce, 4To
Te0e HyKHO 3HaTh, 51 He X0Uy IPUUYUHUTH Bpe[ TBOeMy Apyry!"

«THI He TIOOMAENTh K MOEX Cy2KeHOM, ITI0Ka He CKaXkKelllb MHe, KTO CTOUT 3a To0oi». Topak B
nmocienHud pas npenynpenun Cepeduny, npexue YeM pa3BePHYTLCS U HANIPABUTHCS K MallIMHE.

Opnako Topak He cMOT HalTH MamuHy. OH YyBCTBOBaJI, KaK €ro KpOBb 3aKUIIAEeT OT THEBa.

"CEPE®UHA!" OH uCIyCTUI OTNIyIIUTEHEIN PEB, ITPEBPATUBIIKUCH B O€/IbIM MeX, PaCcTEKaBIIUICS 10
€ro Koxe, OH Bce ellle ObIJI B 4eJI0Be4eCKOM 00/IMYbe, HO ero JIUKaH B35JT BEPX.

«f1 He xouy genaTh 970 Topak! Ho s momxua! Bl qomkHE 3T0 TOoHATH! » ['ostoc CepeduHE! 5X0M
pasHeccs Ha ITapKOBKe.



JIrogey Tam OBIJI0O HEMHOTO, OOHAKO HUKTO M3 HUX HE 3HAJI HU O CTPAHHOM PAa3bAPEHHOM CYIIECTBE
nocpenu 6yanapa, HHU 0 royioce 0e3 3BYKa, KOTOprfI TOJIBKO 4YTO IIPO3BYyYall.

«OTIAW MHE MAIO XXEHY! UJIU 9 PA3PBIBY TEGS HA YACTHU! » Topak IpOMTHOPHUPOBA €T0
OKpyKeHUe UIH NONbTKY CepeduHb €T0 MOHATh.

EovHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH IIOHMMaAJI, 3TO TO, YTO €T0 moapyru He OBITIO B TOM MecCTe, Irje OH ee OCTaBHII,
1 eMy IaXe HEMHOI'O He HPABHUJICA 3TOT d)aKT.

"CoBuHCA Ha3ap u gaBal norosopuM!" CepedurHa Bce elre He OKa3biBalach Iepen M0IyCMeleHHEIM
Anbdoii. OHa 3Hasa, YTO 3TO OBIIO MJIOXUM PELIEHUEM.

HecmoTtps Ha nomeTKy CepeduHEI IPOBECTH Hajiexalyio 6eceny, Topak He OTCTYIIHII, OH BEICOKO
TIOMHSIT HOC, 0OHIOXAJl BOKPYT Ce0sT C 3aKPBITBIMU T'Jla3aMu, TI03BOJISISE CBOEH MUKOM MMPUPOMOH BECTH
ce0sl.

«41 He mpuYKHIO el 60JIb, S He IPUBE3JIa €€ ciofa eciu Ov xoTenna yOuTs ee! OHa yxke Obiia OBl
MEPTBA, ec/iy Ol 51 He ITOMOTJIa e¥ paHble! » - B 0THassHUM BOCKNIMKHYa Cepeduna. Topak O HE B
CBOEM yMe, ecnu gymal, uto CepeduHa cobupaeTcs youth PeliH.

CepeduHa MOrja MPOCTO He MOSBUTHCS B OONIBHUIIE, €CJIH X0TeJla CMEepTH PeriH.

Topak cocpemoTO4MII CBOM YYBCTBA, €T0 He BONMHOBaNu 00bsicHeHust Cepedunnl. OHa Moria Obl
TOBOPHUTH BECh [EHb, €CITU OBl 3TO OBIJIO TO, YTO OHA XOTEJIA CAeNaTh, HO Topak He MO3BONIUT e
CIPSITaTh CBOIO TIOJIOBUHKY.

COBeleIeHHO HEeO0XHNIOaHHO I'0JIOBa TopaKa OEPHYIIaCh BJIEBO, X OH C ynHBHTeHBHOfI CKOPOCTEIO
PBAHYJICA K CHHEN MallliHe.

OH HaleNUJICd He Ha CHHIOI0 MallliHY, a Ha YejloBeKa I103aau Hee, Topak MOJTHUEHOCHO CXBATUII
n34IHYy0 meto CepeduHbl U IpUXKall ee K MallliHe [103aju Hee.

3BYK TpecKa ORI CIIBIIIEeH OT [AaBieHus, KoTopoe Topak UCII0Ib30Bas, YTOO 3aAyIIUTh BeIbMY, OH
yIpoOKaIoIle 3aphrdyal.

I'masa CepeduHBI pacUIMPUINCE OT 1I0KA, OHA He OblIa TOTOBA , Korga Topaky ymanoch HaliTu ee B
KpaT4a#inye CPOKU. ITOT TMKAH pa3apazkarolle HEBOCIPUUMYHUB K €e Maruu, Kakou Obl OHA HU
on1al

[Tpennomnaranock, 4To Topak He MOT ee ITOYYBCTBOBaTh, HO (paKT roBopusi 06 06paTHOM.

Cepeduna nuiTanack yoepxkarh pykKy Topaka cBoeit Maruei, 4ToOb COXpaHUTD CBOIO I11€10, HO OHa



IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO €€ CHUJIBI HEAOCTATOYHO, IIOCKOJIBKY €€ 0O9YapPOBaHKUE HAa4YaJIO NCYE3aTh, 1 OHa
IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO 3adbIXd€TCA.

«Topaxk! Tel mouTu youn mens !!! » CepedrHa Kpuiana Ha HETO, MHITAsICh 3aCTaBUTh €r0 0CO3HATh
TO, UTO OH IOYTH chefa. "Bo3smu cebs B pyku !!!"

Bonk Topaka B3sJ1 ero Iof CBOM KOHTPOJIb, ¥ V Topaka He OBIJI0 HaMepeHus BEPHYTh ero, OHU 00a
XOTEJIA CBOET0 CIIYTHUKA XKU3HU, ¥ OHYU OBl HU 3a UTO HE OCTAHOBHUJIUCH, ITI0Ka PeiiH He MOSBUTCS
nepeq WX ria3aMu.

"OTOAY MHE MAIO XXEHY!" Topak 3aBomnui, CXuMas CUIbHEe, ero rjia3a II0KpacHeu, ero
paccymoK Hayall uc4ye3arTh.

"Ornyctu MeHs nepBeiM!" CepedrHa KpUKHYJa B OTBET Ha Topaka, HO ee T00C OBIT He TAaKUM
TPOMKHUM, KaK ero, ee JINI0 IIOKPACHEeJI0, KOTga OHa U30 BCEX CUJI IIBITaach YoepXxaTh ero.

"MOSA ITOIPYTA!" TpeGoBaTenbHEIM 3BYK B roioce Topaka 3aCTaBisieT IATEPHIX IMKAHOB OPOXKaTh
OT CTpaxa, KOTrfa OHU IIPOCYHYJIX MOPOBl MEXAY IIepeJHUMU HOTaMU.

Ins Cepeduns! OBIIIO TaK TIYIO AyMaTh. Anbda, BEITYCTUBIINI Ha BOIIO CBOETO 3Beps, He
OCTAHOBUTCS, ITIOKA HE MOJIYYUT TO, YTO XOUET.

Pyku Cepeduntl, cxBaTupume pyky Topaka, 4TOOE OH He MOT CJIOMATh €€ IIIel0 I0I0JiaM, CBETUIIUChH
TYCKJIBIM XKEJITHIM CBETOM.

«OTIyCTH... yXOOU...» - 3aIMHAACH, CKa3asa CepeduHa, OHa BHIIYCTUIA IIPaBYyI0 PYKY U CHelana
Maxalollee JBUKEHUE.

Cepeduna cmanack CO CBOMM yIPSIMCTBOM, U PeiiH OSIBUIICS IIPSIMO 3a CIMHOM Topaka, KOTOPHII
3apymun Cepeduny.

PeliH axHy/a ¥ IPUKPHIIA KPUK 00EUMU PyKaMHu.

9TOT TUXUM 3BYK H 3dllaX, BHE3allHO ITPOHUKIIINE B HOC PA3TrHEBAHHOI'O BOJIKA, CYMeEJI IIPDUBJIEYD €TI0
BHHMAaHUE, KOI'la OH ocmabun XBaATKYy.

Topak MoBepHYJI TOJI0BY U YBULEJ CBOIO IIOAPYIY, KOTOpasi CMOTpeJia Ha Hero C LIOKUPYOLUM
BHIPA;KEHHMEM JIMITA, B TO BpeMs Kak [I2Kek 6exkasl B HECKOJIBKO METPOB OT PeitH, mpuOIuKasich K Hel.
['ma3a BojKa CcTanu gaxe KpaCHOBATHIMU.

On ot6pocun CepeduHy, Korga momoiresn K PeiiH, COTHYJI CBOe OTPOMHOE TeJl0 U COOCTBEHHUYECKH
OOHSITT €6 CBOUMH IYIIMCTHIMA PYKaMH.



Topak mepxai Teno PelH o0erMu pyKaMu, OTPHIBAsi €e OT 3€MJIH, ITBITAsICh MPHUXKATh KaK MOXKHO
OnmuKe, KOTHa ero IpyabT pasmaics ri1y00KuM MpenynpexaalouM peidyanreM. Ero oxBaTuia sipoCTh.

IIxxek BOCIIPHMHSAJL 3TO KaK 3HaK TOr'o, 4YTO OH II€peCTaHeT HpI/I6HI/I}KaTBCH XOTh Ha [I0MM, eC/IU OH BCe
elle X04eT YBUOEeTh COJIHIIE 3aBTpa. MennenHo [xKekK OTCTYIIXII HA IIal’, HAKJIOHUII Q)OpMaHBHO CBOIO
II1e10 B 3HAK IIOKOPHOCTH, YTO OH HE IIPEeOCTaBJIAE€T YI'PO3HI.

«Topax...» GBI CIIBIIIEH OPOXKAIIKi Tooc PeliH, Korga oHa 60poack MOf ero CHJIbHEIMU PyKaMH.
Topak fmepaKai ee CIUIIKOM KPenKo. «f1 He MOTy... [IbIIIaTh...» PelH mbITaack faTh €My IOHSTH, YTO
OH TIPUYMHUN e 0OJIb.

Ho Topaxk He ciyinan ee, IOCKOJIBKY OH OTJISIBIBAJICSI BOKPYT B IIOMCKaX BO3MOXKHOM YTPO3HI.

Jlerkui BCXJIUII COPBAJICS C MIPUOTKPHITHIX I'y0 PeiiH. 9T0 BTOPOU OBUT pa3, KOTrfa OHa yBUfela, YT
Topax GBI B IPOCTH, K CYACTHIO, HA 9TOT pa3 He OBIJI0O HM KPOBY, HU TPYIIa.

Kak tonbko Topak ybemuscs, 94To moOnu30CcTH He 00paTUIIA CBOe BHUMaHNe Ha PelH U MITKO
TIOBEPHYJICS, YTKHYBIIIMCh HOCOM B €€ TOJIOBY, KOT{Ia OH BEPHYJICSI B CBOIO YeJIOBEYECKY0 (OpMY, HO
3TO He 03Hayaso, 4To Topak IOJIHOCThIO YIIPABJISI CBOE 3BEpPs, ero MPpUMUTHBHAS TUKAHCKAs
CTOpPOHA BCe ellle MMPaBUT, IIOTOMY YTO €ro I'Jla3a BCe elle KPaCHOIo I[BeTa.

O06BuB pykamu Tanuio Topaka, PeliH HeXHO 1oXJI0IIaNa ero o CIKHe, IBTasCh YCIOKOUTE €ro
3aTPYOHEHHOE [IbIXaHUeE.

Topak OTBETHU] Ha ee XKeCT KPSIXTeHHueM, IIpukKacs 100M K ee JI0y ¥ BOOXHYIT. «Mos...» -
npo0opMOTall OH e Ha yXO.

Topaxk mepxasn PeilH B CBOMX 00BATUSIX HEMHOT'O [OJbILE, YEM OTIIYCTUTh €€ U IIOCTaBUTH Ha
PacCTOsIHUE BHITSHYTOU PYKHU.

"THl HENCTBUTEILHO yMaelllb, YTO S MPUYKHIO el 60/1b, He Tak nu!?" M3-3a ciuHbl Topaka pa3gancs
pa3mpaxkeHHbIN ronoc CepedbuHH. «f TOMBKO UTO MOCTaN ee KyOoa-To, a Thl MIBITAEUIbLCS YOUTh MEHS
3a 9T0!» - OTPHI3HYJIACh BeAbMa, ITOTUPas JIUI0BYIO 1met0. Eciu Ovl He ee Marusi, oHa Oblya OB yKe
MepTBa.

«KT0 Tebe mpuKasas Bce 3TO CHeNaTh!?» - CIPOCUT OH, KaK OYATO OH PACTBOPHUJICS B BO3MYXE, €CIIU
OBl OH 3TOTO He CHeall.

CepedurHa MopaXxeHHO B3[OXHYTIa, TPou3Hecs uMs. «Boruns myHbl. CeeHa, UM KaK TaM ee 30BYT ».
- C TIpe3peHueM OHa CKa3ana. «Ho He crpamuBaiiTe MeHs, TOYEMY s IIOOUUHSIOCH €€ TPOCHOE,
TIOTOMY 4TO ST HUKOTTa He CKaXKy BaM, laXke eCJId BaM MPUOETCS MEHS YOUTDb».
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