Topak ynusuics ee npocs6e. OH IPUITOTHS ee MOAO0PONOK ¥ IIy6Ke ITIOCMOTPENT i B IIa3a,
3a49apOBaHHO KacasiCh OOJIBIINM IT1aibIleM ee OJIeIHEIX TY0.

"BbI IeMICTBUTENIHHO XOTUTE YBUAETh MOET0 BONKa?" - XpHUIINIO cipocull Topak. B mo6oM ciydae oH He
XOTeJI ee yTraTk.

PeiiH mpocua, 4ToOH ero BOJIK ObLJT BHE €T0 oXuaaHui. HaCKoJIbKO OH 3HAJ, a OH BCe ellle MaJio
3HaJI 0 HeH, ee CTpax ObLI OOHOM M3 MIPUYHH, II0 KOTOPOM OHA MOTEpsiyia TOJI0C. OTU I'PSI3HbIE
CyIleCTBa, KOTOPHIE MBITANIUCh YOUTH €e, OCTaBUJIU €1 TPaBMYy.

Ho Temepb ero MaskIllIKa IeHCTBUTEILHO IPOCKTT YBULETh €ro BOJIKa. TOpak ¢ TPYIOM MOT IIOHSTh
3TO, HO, HECMOTPSI Ha 9TO, OH ObLJI B BOCTOPTe.

Ha ero ry6ax IMOABHUIIACh YOOCTOEHHAA Harpaga YJ'IBIGKa, 0oT4Yero PeliH OIIeIOMIEHHO IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha
Hero. To, Kak OHa CMOTpeJIa Ha HETO, OBITIO BOCXUTHUTEIILHO, TopaK He MOT He HaKJIOHUTLCS, YTOOBI
IIOIIEeJIOBATh €€ I'ia3a, U IMPEPEIBUCTOE AbIXaHKEe 3aCTaBUIIO €0 YCMEXHYTLCA €€ PEeaKIuu.

"Bl yBepeHHI?" Topaxk ellle pa3 3aBepui ee.

CnalmIft KUBOK - 3TO BCe, UTO OHA €My [fasa.

Y PeliH eCcThb 3TO YyBCTBO K HEMY, 4TO-TO B TopaKe IPOCTO IPUHOCUJIO € yTellleHNe, YYBCTBO
3aIUIIEHHOCTH U HeOOXOAUMOCTH, TO, 4Yero y Hee He OBLIO 3a IOCTIeOHIE BOCEMD JIeT.

Kaxmpiit pa3, KOTrfla OHa CMOTpeJia Ha ero r'jla3a, OHM CBETHIMCH 000KaHWEM U TOCKOH, 3aCTaBIISIIN
ee CMOTPEeTh Ha Hero IOfI0JIbIlle, IOCKOJIbKY el HpaBUJIOCH OTpaxeHue cebs B ero ria3ax.

Bonee Toro, oHa penko Bumesia 060pOTHS-BOIKA, U, TOCKOJIbKY OHU BCeTfa UTHOPUPOBaNu ee, Peiin
He Mpou3BeJla Ha HUX IIJIOXOTO BIIeYaTIEHUS 110 CPABHEHHUIO C OPYTUMH CYIIeCTBAMH.

HeCMOTpH Ha TO, 4TO OHM 00a ceyu IIpsAMo, Peiin Bce xe HYXHO OBIIIO TIOOHSATH T'OJIOBY, YTOOKI
BCTPETUTHCA I''Ta3aMU C TOpaKOM.

«IIpocTo 3amOMHY 9TO, S He IPUUYKMHIO Tebe Bpema, XopoIo?» Topak erre pa3 HeXKHO IIOIeI0Ball ee B
7100. Ha aToT pa3 PeliH He oTKa3aachk 1 He JepHYy/Iach, OHa ITPOCTO OIIYCTUJIa TOJIOBY ¥ CMaKoBasia
HCKPY, BCIIBIXHYBIIYIO OT MOLENTYS.

Topak oTollIen OT Hee, IIPOCTO YTOOH JaTh €My OOCTATOYHO MecTa, YTOOb CMECTUTHCSI.

Korpa Pelin nogusna TOJIOBY U IIOCMOTPEJIAa Ha TopaKa, ero FOHY6BIe TI'JIa3a OKeaHa IIOCTEIIEHHO
TEeMHEJIH, II0Kd He CTaJId YePHBEIMU U OCTAJINCh TAKUMHU XKe. Ero YJ'IBI6Ka HN3MEHUIIaCh, KOT'Ia €ro
KJIbIKW YOJIMHUIINA. Ero Teno HaKJIOHUIIOCH BIIepe[, Korga MeX BEIPBIBAJICSA U3 Q)OHHI/IKYJ'IOB.



Benwil Mex mpopacTarl o BCeMY ero Tely CKBO3b (PyTOOJIKY, KOTOPYIO OH HOCHJI, U MeHee YeM depe3
MUHYTY PeltH mouyyBcTBOBaja cebst paccinabieHHOM, yBUEB, HACKOJIBKO MOTPsICAOIIE
TpaHcdopMarlus nepen Hei, BMecTo Topaka, IOSIBUJICS B OTPOMHBIN B O€JIBIN BOJIK.

['0BOpPST OTPOMHBEIM, BOJIK OBIIT B TPY pa3a GOIbIINE ee, OH MMOYTH KakK MegBenb. Ero namer riy6oKo
BOH3WIKCH B MSTKOe 60pPI0BOE OKPHIBAIO, KOHTPACTUPYIOIIEe C eT0 YUCTO-0esIbIM MEXOM.

Pelin He oco3HaBana, 4To 3aTauna aexanue. OHa He MOTJa OTOPBATh I')Ia3 OT CaMOI'0 KpaCHuBOI'O
CymieCTBa, KOTOPO€ OHa BHUEJIAd B IIPpefelaX HOCATAEeMOCTH €€ PYKH.

Bonk TUXOHBKO 3aXHBIKAJ, KOTa YBUOEN, UTO PeliH HUKaK He 0TpearupoBasl U BCe ellle He JHIIIaa.
OH IIPOCYHYJI MOPLY MeXAy IepefHUMU HOT U OIIYCTHUJ TeJlo, YTOOBI eTo pa3Mep He UCIyTall ee.

[ToKa OH CyIIECTBOBAJ, HUYTO HE MOTIJIO €r0 HallyraTh, HX OIHO CYLIECTBO He MOTIJIO 3aCTABUTh 3BEPS
CKJIOHHTH CBOIO BEICOKOMEPHYIO T0J10By. Ho mepep cBoeil mpomasiiied MyInoi OH CHeslal 3TO 0XOTHO,
TIOKOPHO.

OH IIOBTOPHJI 9TO eIlle pa3, Korfa PeiiH Bce ellje IPUIePKUBAIaCh CBOET0 IOJI0XKEHHs, HO OH He
IBUHYJICS K Hel, 6051Ch, YTO OHA MCIIyTaeTcs.

Ero x#HbIlkaHbs Ha 9TOT pa3 BHITAIUII PeliH U3 TpaHCa, B KOTOPOM OHAa HaXOOWIIach, U
c(okycupoBascs Ha MATKUX TPEBOXKHEIX I'Jla3ax 3Beps, Jaxe B ero BoI4bell (opMe, OHa MOTJia
CKa3aTh, YTO OH OBIJT 00ECIIOKOEH U XKMOaJl €€ PeaKIInuu.

['my0oKO B3[IOXHYB, HAIIOJIHUB IIYCTHIE JIETKHE, B KOTOPOM He XBaTajlo KUCJIopona, PeliH pelmnuiacs,
IIPOTSIHYB PYKY.

Bonk IIOCMOTPEII Ha €€ PYKY B €ee CMOPIIEHHOE JIUIO B3a U BIIEPEN, MpexXKae 9eM 3aKPHITh I''Ta3a.

B ToT MOMeHT, Korfja PeifH KOCHYyJICS ero LIEPCTH, BOJIK 3aypyall OT BOCTOpPTa U MOATOJIKHYII ee PYKY,
noOyxXpas feaTh BCe, UTO OHA XOTeJa.

Ero mMex OBbIJT TAKUM MSTKMM, CaMBIM MSTKUM, K 4eMy PeitH Korga-nmu6o npukacanack. OH ObIT TAKUM
OebIM 0e3 eQUHOro IITHA, KaK YHUCTHIA CHeT.

OGenMu pykKaMu OHa IIOTJIafuIa er0 MOPAY, UCCTIeNYs ero JIULO, OTPyKas IabIH TTTy0XKe B eT0
I1EePCTh.

Ee BHe3amHas dBAHTIOPHOCTE CJIETKa 3aCTaBHIIa 3BE€PA B3APOTHYTh, EMY HPABUJIOCH, KaK OHa
IIPUKacCallaCk K HEMY. MenneHHO 1 U3SITHO OH BCTal Ha InepegHnue HOTr'H, COejiaB €T0 BEIIIIE €e€.

Peitn omycTuia pyKy ¥ IIOCMOTpeTia Ha HeTo, B ee Iyia3ax He OBUIO CTpaxa, a TI000MIBITCTBO 110 ITIOBOLY



TOT'0, 9YTO aHaA X0TeJla COelaTh.

Bonk Topaka BBICTABUJI JIAllbl Bepe, TpubIuxKasich K Hell, OH TKHYJI ee HOCOM, YTO BHI3BAJIO YIIEIOKY
Ha rybax PeliHa, IIepBYI0 UCKPEHHIOIO YIIBIOKY €T0 MaJIbIIIKK, IIOCKOJIbKY OHA BHITJISIAENA elle 6oree
OCJIEIIUTEJIbHOM, YeM KOrma-Iuoo.

OH CcHOBa IIOATOJIKHYJI ee II0 IleKaM, YTOOH! y/IbIOKa MTPOoIoIKallack elle HeMHOTO0, ¥ 3TO ITPOU30IILIO,
Kak Oy[ITO OHa XUXHKasa.

Bce BrITTIAMETTO HOPMAJIBHO U IIJIO B XOPOIIEeM TeMIIE, II0OKa BOJIK He YJIOBHUJI IIPDHUCYTCTBHE 9ET0-TO, ad
TO4YHEE KOro-TO, KTO CTOSAJI B HECKOJIBKUX METPaX OT KPOBATH.

Ero HeXHbIe YepHEIE TJla3a 0KEeCTOYUIINCh, KOTHa OH ITOCMOTpeT Yyepe3 miedo PeliHa, Korga U3 ero
TPYOU BBIpBAJICS TTyOOKHY TPOMOBOM DEB.
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