KpomemiHast TbMa 00BOJIaKMBAET BCE BOKPYT, HO €CJIM COCPENOTOYEHHO BCMAaTPUBATLCS, BCE Ke
3aMeyaelllb MPU3PAYHYI0, TYMaHHYIO TeHb. Y 4yBCTBYyellb, OYATO U3 CaMbIX TIyOUH HOHOCUTCS Ybe-TO
TSXKEJI0e OHIXaHue.

- He pymait 060 MHe 11710X0. S He MOT'Y HOMYCTUTh CYLIECTBOBAHUS TOT0, YTO BpaxKaeOHO YEJIOBEKY.

qa IIPOTAHYIJI PYKY K KaTaHe. CI/IJ'[yaT paCI'IJ'[BIB‘-IaTBII;I, HO ITO OBIXaHWI0 MOXKHO IIOHATSH, I'T€ OH
HaxomguTcs. PaccTosHKe upgeanbHOE [JI TOTO, YTOORI HCIIOJIOCOBATH €TO0.

OH He pearupyeT. BoT Kak, IpoCTO Npe3upaeT MeHs. [IpyrUMu CJI0BaMy, [T03BOJISIET HAYaTh IIEPBLIM.
- XM, TOT{la THI CIIOJIHA IOXKaJseelns! Brepén!

OTTOHKHYBH.II/ICL OT 3€MIJIH, 4 B OOJHO MI'HOBEHNE OKa3aJICA Ha PACCTOSAHUU yoapa MEe4YOM. B aTo xe
MTHOBEHHE 51 MOJTHUEHOCHO JOCTAll KaTaHy M3 HOXKEH U 3dMaXHYJICA OJIs PEe3KOro KOCOro yaapa.

Ho...
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...sI He CMOT [IOCTaTh [0 HETO.
kkk

- Crmacute Hac, nmoxarnyicra!

4 mpeOrIBan B MaJIeHbKOH IePEBYIIKE, HaXKe He UMEIOIIel Ha3BaHuUs, y BAPYT YCIIBIIIAN TaKyio
IpoCLOY.

- Paccka3sbiBaiiTe, 4YTO y BAC CIIyYHUIIOCh.

4 — Opopsuuii MOHaX C KaTaHOM, U HUKOITla He 3Halo, Ky/la MeHs 3aHeCET. Y MeHsI HEeT HUYero, 4To
ctouso Ol 3amuaTh. Ho s HE CeTyi0 Ha XKeCTOKOCTh 9TOT0 MHPA, a CTapaloCh 0Ka3aThCs MOJIE3HBIM
071 OPYTUX JIIOJEN.

- He mormu 651 Bl yHUYTOXUTH HEMOHA?
W s1, mpuHSB 3ajlaHKe, OTIPABUJICS B MeCTO ¢ 6e3paloCTHRIM Ha3BaHWEM Y TpaueHHHIH JIec.

[To croBaM XuTesiel IepeBYIIKY, B JIECY, UTO HETIOOANIEKy — 3TO TOT, KOTOPHIM YTpauyeHHBIN —
00uTaeT KaKo#-TO JTeMOH.

M Hem3BECTHO, KOT{Ia XK€ OH PEIIuT HaBelaThCs B UeioBeueckoe cemeHue. CleqoBaTeabHO, OHU
XOTSIT €T0 YHUYTOXKHUTb.

A Hayvanoch BCE HECKOJIBKO NECATUIETHH Ha3afl, KOTha OfKH Jiecopy0 HaIIEJ 3TOT JIeC, BOIIEN B HETO
1 GOJIbIIle HE BEPHYIICS.

TONBKO €ro ChHIH PelniI pa3bICKaThk O0TIa 1 TIOIIETT IO eT0 Cliegax, HO B JieCy Ha HET0 HaIlall KaKOu-TO
3BEPLb, U IIOJTy4YE€HHBIE DAHBL OBILIIM HACTOJIBKO YZXKACHBIMH, 9YTO TOT CKOHYAJICA, TaK HAUYETO 1 HE
CKa3aB.



Iaxe 1oCyie 9TOTO Cllydasi, ¥ JKUTEJIU IePeBHHU, U MyTelIeCTBEHHUKH He pPa3 OTIIPABISIMCE B TOT JIEC,
HO HY OIWH He BePHYJICS.

Tak ¥ BO3HUKIIN TENEPh yKe YCTOABIINECS CIYXXA O TOM, UTO B TOM JieCcy 00UTaeT JeMOH.
- Heyxkenu MoHOHOKE... X0poIlas BO3MOKHOCTb HCIIPOO0OBATh MOU CHJIHI.
Mo BOCTOPT HEMHOI'0 YOUBUII KUTEJEeH, HO I He CMOT CAEpKaTh YyBCTB.

BepHo, 9T0 Befib He BIepBhie. MHe yKe He pa3 Cclly4asioch yOuBaTh: 1 MapoOAdEPOB, ¥ BparoB Ha BOMHE
— IpsyYa IofaJbilie TO, YTO Ha3blBaeTCs COOCTBEHHHIMU YYBCTBAMH, S ejIajl 3TO MHOXKECTBO pas.

Ceiiuac, 5 yKe Iepeleén Ty TpaHb, KOrfia OOBIYHbIM YeJI0BEK MOXKET YTOJIUTh MO0 XKaxXay 60s.
- XM... Kakou CTpaHHEIH JIeC.

Hu opHo# GyKalIky Uy 3Beps, 9TOT Jiec ObIT aOCOMIOTHO TUIIEHHBIM XXKU3HU. 3[I€Ch IOBUCIA
MePTBEHHAs TUINKHA, He OBITIO HY LIeJiecTa JINCTHEB, HA HaXkKe 3BYKOB BETPA.

Bynro npobupasick CKBO3b OCTAHOBUBIIIEECS BPEMS, I CO CTPAHHBIM IIPEAUYYBCTBUEM IIPOIBUTANICS
BITyOb.

Crymas BCE marnblie, S HaKOHEI[-TO YCIBIIIal BOOXHOBISIOMIME 3BYKU. My4YHTEbHO IIaras 1o
MEPTBOMY JIeCY, B 3TOM 3aCTOSBIIIEMCS BO3[yXe, HACTPOEHNE CTaHOBUIIOCh BCE MpayHee, HO 3TOT
3BYK MeHSs B30O[pHUII U S HallpaBUJICSA TyAa, OTKy[a OH OOHOCHUJICS.

- Bopal..

[Ipoast CKBO3b KyCTapHUKHM, S BHIIIEI K MaJIeHbKOW, HO JKMBOY PEUYIIKe C UCKPSIIEUCS B Jydax
conHua Bogou. ConHIle CBETUIIO TaK SIPKO, YTO CJIEMHIIO rla3a.

TyT XKe puceB Ha KOPTOUYKH, S 3aUEPITHYJI BOJI U MOOHEC JIAJ0OHbL KO PTY. CBexkas U X0JI0gHas, B
OJHO MTHOBeHMe OHa OyOTO pa3orHajia Ty4YM Hafi MOMM MPAYHBEIM CEPAlleM ¥ CMOYMIIa IIepecoxIiiee
TOPJIO.

- Kak ke x0poI110, B TaKOM JIeCy, a BCE paBHO TEYET YKCTas pPekKa.
CrToI, moroguTe-Ka.

Kak To cTpanHo. [ToueMy ke, HECMOTPS Ha TaKOU YYAHBIM pPy4Yel, BOKPYT He YyBCTBYETCS HU OJHOTO
JKUBOTO CylecTBa?

TpeBoxHO. KaxeTcs1, 9T0 Ha3bIBaIOT IIJIOXUM IIPEIUYYBCTBUEM?
U B 9TOT MOMEHT...

-]

Bopma B peke B OiMH MUT OKpacuiiach B 6arpoBeiii. ITO Bemb... KpoBw! Benen 3a Helt ¢ BOME
IIOTSHYJIOCh MHOXKECTBO Y€JIOBEYECKUX PYK, U B TJIYXOHM TUILIKWHE CTAJIU CIIBIIIHBI y2KaCHbIE
CTpafjaibuyecKue CTeHaHUS.

- [I-mpekpaturte!



Moé Teno II049eMy-TO OLE€II€eHeJIO, d PYKHN MEPTBEIIOB TEM BPEMEHEM YKe LEIJIAINCE 3a MOX HOT'H.
Oun TSAHYIJIA MEH{A B 6arpOBon BOOy, U 4 OBLI HECTIOCOOEH UM COIIPOTHUBIIATHCA.

- I'xa!..
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OunyBIINCE, 51 00HapYyXKMUI ce0s1 Ha 6epery Tol ke peKr — CHOBa COBEPIIEHHO 00BIYHOM. UTO XKe
3TO...

- AX, BOT OHO 4TO. 1:‘IépTOB JEMOH, BOBMOZXKHO JIX YTO OH KOBapHO HCIIOJIb30BAJI Ha MHE KaK0O€e-TO
KOJIDOBCTBO UJIN TeXHI/IKY?

4 mopmHsANCS Ha HOTY ¥ OPOCUB pa3fpakE€HHBIN B3TJISA Ha PeYKy, BHUMATEIbHO OTJISAelNICS 110
cropoHaM. Ha mpyrom Gepery, Mexay OepeBbeB s 00HAPYKUIT HETPUMETHYIO MELIEPY, YTO OTKPHIIA
CBOIO TTACTh MPSIMO B MO0 CTOPOHY.

- Bon TaM, 3HQ4UT...

[Memepa meHCTBUTEIBHO HATOMIHAIA OTKPHITYIO IIACTh OTPOMHOTO JIECHOT'0 MOHCTPa, OyATO
IIpUTiialiaja 3ariasHyTh Ha OroHEK. Hy mogoxkau HeMHOTO, cefiyac 3arysHy.

)%k

Botigs B melrepy, g cpa3y IOYyBCTBOBAJI TIOTOKK XOJIOOHOTO BO3Ayxa, 61y Kaaloliue Tyfa-ciofia,
000CTpSIOLINE YYBCTBA ¥ 3aCTABJIAIOLINE TTOCTOSIHHO OBITH HaueKy. C0o3[aBaoCh BIeYaTIeHUEe, YTO
3TO caM AyX JeMOHA BEIXOOUT MHE HaBCTPEUy.

- I11... A 3mech Beqb OBLTT KAKOM-TO OTOHEK.

ITermmepa, moxoxe, OblJIa €CTECTBEHHOH ¥ KOHEYHO Ke He UMeJjla HU MajeiInero mpobiecka CBeTa,
3[IeCh CTOsIJIa KPOMEIIHAs ThMa.

- ... Hameén!

f cocpenoToYeHHO BCMATPUBAJICS BO TEMy U HAKOHEI] CMOT Pa3NIMYUTh OOHY TeHb, TAUHCTBEHHYIO
OBIMKY, YTO IIJIbLIa IIPSIMO Tiepef rfla3aMu. Bce 4yBCTBa TOBOPUIM MHE O CTPAHHOM aype BOKPYT, U
YyeM fasblile, TeM JIy4Ile 5 e€ OllyIall.

- He gymait 060 MHe 110X0. 51 He MOT'Y IOIYCTUTD CYIIEeCTBOBAHUS TOT'0, YTO BpaXaeOHO YeJIOBEKY.

q IIPOTAHYII PYKY K KaTaHe. CI/IJ'[y3T paCHHbIBanbIﬁ, HO IIO OBIXaHWIO MO2KHO IIOHATH, I'I€ OH
HaxoguTcsA. PaccTosiHKMe uaeanbHOE [JId TOTO, YTOOBI MCIIOJIOCOBATH ETO0.

OH He pearupyeT. BoT Kak, IpoCTO Npe3upaeT MeHs. [IpyTUMu CJI0BaMU, IT03BOJISET HaYaTh IIEPBBIM.
- XM, ToTrfla THI CIIOJIHA MoxKaneelns! Brepén!

OTTONKHYBIIUCEH OT 3eMJIH, 51 B ODHO MTHOBEHME OKa3aJiCsd Ha PAcCTOSTHUM yaapa. B aTo xe
MT'HOBEHHeE 51 MOJTHUEHOCHO JIOCTaJl KaTaHy U3 HOXKEH U 3aMaXHYJICS, HallpaBUB €€ MPSIMO K JeMOHY.

Ho...
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...5l He CMOT [I0CTaTh [0 HETO.
- Yero xe 970 TEI? He yObEIIb MeHs?

IIeMOH... HEeT, CTapXK CIIPOCHJI C HEITPOHUIIAEMbIM JIUIIOM. XOTs KaXKeTCsI, YTO B HEM Haxe
ITPOCKAKHUBAIOT HOTKH COXKAJIEHUS.

- Y9ro0... Yenosek?

)%k

B TOT MOMEHT, KOr[ia MOsI KaTaHa BOT-BOT [O/IXKHa ObljIa UCII0JI0COBATh IeMOHA, MOU I'jla3a MPUBBIKIIN
KO ThMe U CTPEeMUTEIbHO IPUOIN3UBIIKCE, 1 HAKOHEI[-TO YBUETI €T0 ouepTaHus. 1 oHu ObLIn
OTHIOOb He TaKUMHU, KaK IIPUBHIKJIM ONKCHIBATH yKacalolyx, GaHTaCTUYeCKHUX cyllecTB. Kak HU
IIOCMOTPH, 3aBEPHYTHIN B KaKue-TO I'PSI3HBIE OIIMETKY, KOCT/ISBEINA U HEBEPOSITHO XyOM CTApHUK.
OtleHuB €ro... CKOopee faxe COOCTBEHHBIMU YyBCTBaMHU, B IIOCJIEIHUM MUT 51 OTBEJI KATaHy B CTOPOHY.

- 9TO He CTPaHHO, YTO THl XOUellb YOUTh MeHs. Belb JeMOH NeNiCTBUTEILHO CYIIECTBYET.
- YT0?!

- B ceppue, BOT rme oH oOuTaeT.

)%k

Pa30‘-IapOBaHHOMY, MHE OCTaBaJIOCh TOJIBKO CIIYIIATh POCCKA3HHU CTAPHUKA.

[To ero cmoBaM — KOTOPHEIM §, HAZI0 3aMETUTh, HE BEPI0 — €CJIU KTO-TO PEIINT BEIIUTH BOAHI U3 PEKY,
YTO TEYET II0 3TOMY JIeCy, HUKOTa yKe He BEIULET OTCIOfa.

- A BCE erno B MPOKIISTHH.

OpHaxasl TPOU30IIIa KpynHoMacinTabHas 6uTBa. KoHeuHo ke, ObIJI0 MHOXKECTBO MOTubIux. Mx
HUKTO He XOPOHUJI, a IIPOCTO JIETKOMBICJIEHHO CITyCKaJH 110 peKe. M BHU3 110 €€ TeUeHHUI0
pacronarancs 3TOT YTpadeHHbIN Jiec.

- B aTom necy xuByT [Ipuspaku. Tel Benb U caM CIbllIal, He Tak nu? CTpafanbdecKue rouoca
MEPTBELIOB.

OT0 HecyaCTHbIE AYINY, CTEHAIOIUE O CIIAaCEHUY, HO eC/IX KTO IPUOIU3UTCS K BOJEe, €ro OYILIy TYT XKe
3aTaCKMUBAIOT U IIOTJIOUAIOT, HaBCerna IPUBI3bIBasl K 9TOMY JIeCy.

2KUBHOCTH BOKPYT IIOTIajia MOf Mary0Hoe BAUSHUE 3TUX IMIPOKISATHIX MECT U B KOHIE KOHIIOB BHIMEpIIa.
U ToT necopy®, 4TO BIIEPBHIE CIOfla MIPHUILIE], HABEPHSIKA IOMWI BOJIL U3 MECTHOT0 py4bs. U Oonblire
He CMOT BBIATH.

Korpa crie necopy0a mpHILEN B JIEC, TOT, BUAUMO, OBIT Y2Ke HAaCTOJIbKO U3T0JI0AABIINM U
HaIlyraHHBIM, YTO CaM TOTO He ITOHMMasl, Halajl Ha COOCTBEHHOT0 ChiHA. TOT, B CBOIO 0Yepenb, PEIn
YTO ero OTell IPEeBPATHUICS B KaKOT'0-TO MOHCTPA, 0ezkas co BCeX HOT, U MMOTOMY KaK BOJIHL B JIECY OH
He II1JI, TO CMOT BEPHYTHCS B IEPEBHIO.



Ho ocTtanbHbIe XKeTaolye IPOryiIsaThCs 0 JIeCy, BCE XKe IUIKN 3Ty BOAY ¥ OpOOuIN 110 HEM yXKe [0
CcaMoil CMepTH.

U Tak moBTOPSIIOCH YKe He pas3.
- 9toT necopyod... ... Coenan Takoe ¢ COOCTBEHHBIM CHIHOM...
Hy, on okasascs npas. [JemoHa He Obi10. XOTSI HET, OH OEeHCTBUTEILHO €CTh, B MOEM Cepflie.

- U Tak, s HEMaJo Nofel 30echk coxpai. Y Bpsa N1 eme Jonro nNpoTsaHy. Tenepb — TBOSI OYepemp,
TIapeHb.

Konet.
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