JIFOIMOH KPemKo cxkaJji ry0rl. ITOT Mab4YUK OB CO30aH KAaKUM-TO MAIIINM YePHOKHUKHUKOM,
KOTOPHIN yKe Hc4Ye3, U3 Tejla MEPTBOTO MOHCTPA. [IpyrUMH CJI0BaMH, OH OBIJT HEM3BECTHHIM
CylIecTBOM B 0011MKe desnoBeKa. Ero 3Banmu «FOM», ¥ B poMaHe MajlbYiK He MOT MCII0JIb30BaTh Maruio
WU aypy u3-3a cBoel GhopMbl KHU3HU.

«YBepeH, 4To Tak u OBIO...»

Tpeck.

Kak TonpKo CTPpaHHOE OIyINEeHne, NCXOoadInee OT KOma ucuessno, cuHgs HUTh 060pBaHaCb.

[9T0 cTpaHHOE 4yBCTBO yuI10? Pata, Kak TH 3TO cAemnan?]

Paccen 6poCHIICS K JTUCEHKY.

<Para Bcero nuiib BOOXHYI B Hero TeMy. OHa Oblla HeCTaOUIbHOM, CJIOBHO BOT-BOT XJIBIHET
Hapyxy.>

JINCEHOK 3aXUXMKaJl, CJIOBHO TOPAUIICS COOOM.

[Tsl BUguUIIL TEMY?]

<Ja! PaTa MOXKeT eé BUOETh.>

[Thl melicTBUTENBHO BUOUIID ThMY?] — YIUBIEHHO Tepecnpocui Paccer.

<[la! PaTta He ymeeT nraTh.>

«Bc€ u3-3a TOrO, 4TO OH O0KECTBEHHEIN 3BEPH?»

Jlroumon Gpocun B3rAn Ha PaTy, a 3aTeM nomor FOMy opgHSTHCS.

— Ilpunu B ce0s.

FOm Bcé emmé mpoxart. CyiiecTBo B 006/TMKe MaabYuKa CIIOKOMHO 3aTr0BOPHUJI, TPYOHO OBITIO
TIOBEPUTD, YTO BCETO MTHOBEHME Ha3al OH OBIJT HaIyraH.

— Bnaronapﬂ BaM MO€ COCTOAHHE CTa6I/IJ'II/IBI/IpOBaJIOCB. Cnacwubo.



W3-3a ero oTBeTa u MaHep, KOTOPEIE COBCEM HE COOTBETCTBOBAJIKM €TI0 MAJIBYHUIIECKOMY 06J'II/IKy,
JIronmoH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK y HErO mobexau MYypPaIllKH’ I10 PYKe.

— Heyxenu Moe IpuBeTCTBUE OBIJI0O HENIPABUIBHBIM? — He MUTas, cripocuil FOM B OTBET Ha
peakuuio JIIIroHa.

3BSK.

YcnrimaB 3ByK 0OHakaeMoro Meda, JIFOIMOH MTOCIENTHO OTISHYICS Ha3af. KapcoH ¢ CypoBHIM
BhIpazKEHUEM JHUIla cMOTpen Ha FOma. MmeHnHO Torga JIIOLMOH MOHST, YTO BEN cebs Kak
CyMacClIeqIn.

— Bpar, mo3Bonb MHE 00BSCHUTE...

— OTounu.

Ho KapcoH 0TBepHYJICS ¥ 3aphiyaj Ha KOTO-TO.

[Bo3MOKHO, TEI He 3aMETHJI M3-3a 3TOI'0 Ma/lbu¥Ka, HO CBSLIEHHUKHU MIPSIMO Tepef To6Oo.
[TocMoTpu Ha CBOM pyKH], — cKa3an Paccern, moBkImas roioc.

JTI0IIMOH CIIOKOMHO MTOCMOTPENT Ha CBO0 PyKy. Korma 10HoIIa MOoHS, YTO OPOXKKUT UMEHHO OH, a He
FOM, TOIIHOTa, 0 KOTOPOI OH HEHaAOJTro 3a6kljI, CHOBA MOKATHUIIA K TOPITY.

— TIpomy nporieHus, ceiH CBeTa. MbI 3[ieCh [AJis TOTO, YTOOR YHUYTOXKUTE 3710, KOTOPOe HapyllaeT
TIOPSIIOK CBETa U CIIEAYeT 3a ThMOH.

OpmuH U3 CBSIEHHUKOB MOKJIOHMICS Kapcony. OH eIMHCTBEHHBIN Cpeau HUX OBITT OJIeT B PSICY
TEMHO-CePOro 1BeTa. CBALIEHHOCTYKUTEIN OE/IUINCh Ha KJIAaCCH 10 IIBeTaM: YYeHUKH HOCUIIH
YEpHbIe MaHTHUH, Te, KTO HelaBHO IIOJTy4NJI CaH CBSIIEHHWKA, — TEMHO-CEphIE, M YeM CBeTIee Obl
OTTEHOK UX OfeK[bl, TEM BEHIIIE PaHT.

Kapcox oOpaTuics K HUM, ero rojoC ObIT HAllOJIHEeH BPaxkaeOHOCThIO.

— MOTY JIn 4 PaCOEeHUBATh TO, 9YTO BEI CTOUTE 30ECH, KaK 'OTOBHOCTE K BBICBIJIKE?

— BepHo. MBI IOKJIOHSI€MCS CBETY, ¥ HE MOXKEeM IIPOCTO IIPOUTU MUMO 4YeJI0BeKa, 3allsiTHAHHOIO
TBMOM, flaXke ecyIu 3T0 OyJeT rPO3UTh HaM U3THaHUEM.

— 3mech HET ThMHI, KOTOPYIO THI UIEIIb, TAK YTO YXOOH.



Octpué meuya KapcoHa Bcé ell€ ObII0 HalpaBlieHO BHU3. KakKuM Obl BIUSATENIBHBIM HU OBIIIO UMS
KpoHusi, 0H He MOT OTHOCUTLCS C TpeHeOpexkeHneM K CBsIIeHHHKaM CBeTa.

— Cria CBeTa, oXKajyicTa, IPOsiBU MUIocepaue, fapoBanHoe Tebe borom CBeTa 1 M03BOIL MHE
yOemuThCS B 3TOM.

— 4 Kapcon KpoHus, — Ha3Baj OH CBOE MMS$, OTKMHYB KallIOIIOH.

CBSIeHHUKH, YCIEBIIIaB 3TO UMsI, OOHOBPEMEHHO YOIUBUIINCH 1 HaYadllx HepeH_IéHTLIBaTBCH. KapCOH
T€M BpeMeHeM ITIOCMOTPEII Ha JTrormmoHa. OH 3aMeTHJI ero 6J'IGJIHOG JINIIO I10O KaITIOIIIOHOM.

«ITO HEXOPOIIIO».

KapCOH OTBEJI B3TJISIT U IIOCMOTPEJI Ha MaJIb4YMKa, KOTOpBIfI CTOSI Mo3aau JIIoroHa.

«OH IIpUIIEN CIofa W3-3a Hero?»

KapcoH He MOT OHATH, 0 YeM myMaJt JIOIMOoH, 1 3aueM OH Ipubexarn ciofa. OgHako, 9T0 ObUI He
TIEPBBIY CIIy4ail, Korfa ero Miaaimui 6pat neiCcTBOBal COBEPIIEHHO HeOXUAaHHO, T03ToMy KapcoH
He ObUI CMYIIEH U PEIINJI 3alUTUTh Ma/lburKa, KOTOPOTO Haltes JIIoIuoH.

— M&I He 3HaNH, YTO BHI CHIH ceMby Kponwusi. Hagetocs, BBl OTHECETECH K 9TOMY C IOHUMAaeM, —
IIPOT'OBOPUJT CBSAIIEHHUK, ONETHIN B TEMHO-CEPOE.

— JoctaTouHO cJ0B. Temeps, KOTHa B 3HAaeTe, HACKOJIbKO 3HAYMMOe ¥ MeHs uMs, yorupauTech C
MOETO Iy TH.

Kapcon cnerka HepBHuYan. CBAIEHHUK BO BTOPOU Pa3, MOCJe IIEPBOM alJIEPTUYECKON PeakIluen
JIioIoHa Ha CBET, IOJ0IIe]l K HeMY HAaCTOJIbKO O/HM3KO.

— Mgl He MOXKeM 0TKa3aThCd 0T MUCCUY, faHHOU borom CBeTa. MHe Kajb, HO MBI HE MOXKEM Tak
coenaTth, rocrnonud Kapcos.

Ho cBsllleHHYK CHOBa OTKJIOHUI IIpeaioxkeHnue Kapcoxa.

— 3geck 06pBIBAETCS CIIeT ThMBL. DTO CPOYHAS CUTYAI¥s, I03TOMY, II0XKalyiCTa, IOUMHUTE Hac.

— 41 He 3Hal0, 3a KEM Thl OXOTUILILCS, HO IIPSIMO ceidac 3a MHOM CTOUT Myapfmmi 6pat. [TosTomy
OTCTYIIATe Ha3af. Bel cMOXKeTe HalTH ero IocCJie TOr0, KaK MbI YHIEM.

Mexny KapcoHoM, TpU3HIBAIOIIETO UX OTCTYIIUTD, U CBSIEHHUKAMHU HavyaaoCh MOI4YalIuBoOe



IIPOTHUBOCTOAHHE. Paccen IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK y HEro IepecoxJjio BO PTy OT 3TOI'0 3peEeJInIIa.

[3T0 Ge3ymue. ]

Paccen OblJ1, IO €T0 CII0BaM, FeHUAIbHBIM YePHOKHUXKHUKOM U YMeEJ CAEePXKUBAThH aypy CBETa,
KOTOpast OKpyzKaJa CBSILEHHUKOB, HO JIIounoH — HeT. OH MOT BUETh, KaK OBICTPO yMUpala ThMa.

[JTro110H, THI 1€ MOXKeIb IPOoAePKaThCsa?] — HEPBHO crpocun Paccert.

JIIOLIMOH He MOT HUYero CKa3aTh, IIOTOMY 4YTO €My Kd3aJIOChk, 4TO cerdac 4To-TO BEIPBETCS U3 HETO.

<Y PartH HeT cuil.>

JIucénok 6eccubHO 00BUC Ha mnede FOMel. Ho ManbYuK mpoCTO MOPTHYJ C HETIOHUMAIOIIM
BEIPAJKEHUEM JIUIIA.

[«[ToyeMy c HUM BCE B IOPSIAKE?» ]

Paccen He MOT 3TOT0 MOHSTh. [JONMKHO OLITh, OH IOTJIOTHI ThMY U3 PaThl. TONBKO TE, KTO MOTYYUI
0J1arocjIoBeHue TbMEI, OBIJIU CIIOCOOHEL Ha 3TO.

[«Ja KTO OH TaKo#?..»]

— Xoporo.

[Tocrne monTuxX pa3myMui CBSIEHHUK MIPUHST pelneHre. BceM ObIIO JaBHO M3BECTHO 00 aiepruu
JTronmona KpoHust Ha 602KeCTBEHHYIO Culy. BpocuB Ha BeChl MOPaIbHBIN HOJT ¥ XKU3Hb, OH BEIOPA
nocnenHee. CBSIEHHUKY OTCTYIIUIM Ha3a[.

— JItounoH, ¢ ToOOM BCE B IOpsiaKe?

KapcoHn omycTui cBol Meu U MOAOIIeN K MilaaieMy 6paTy. JIIOIMOH, fep:kach 3a CTeHY, efiBa
KUBHY]L.

— Pacckaxelb BCE, KOT{la BEPHEMCS [TOMOH.

Kapcon noamepxkarn JIromroHa.

— TEI TOXe UOEIIL C HaMU.



3ateM Kapcon nocmotpen Ha FOMa.

— Xoporo.

FOm kuBHYT, fepxka Paty Ha pykax. Kapcon BeiBen JIolroHa U3 ePeysIKa, Maab4uK I/ 3a HUMH.
YBUIEeB HE3HAKOMI[A, OJUH U3 CBSILIEHHOCITYXKUTEeIeN pedIeKTOPHO IPUMEHHUTT CUITY.

[9ToT cymacmenmmi! |

Paccen "HCTUHKTHUBHO BCTall rnepen JTrormmonoM. OH HagesIcs, YTO XOTS OBI 9TO CTaHET IMAUTOM [OJIA
Hero.

Bmyx!

OpHako CBET, U3NTy4aeMbIi CBSIIEHHOCIYXKUTee, OB IIPepBaH BMECTE C SPOCTHHIM CBUCTOM
BETpa.

— Ceituyac! — ronoc KapcoHa cTan CBUPEIHIM, KaK y 3BepS, TOYYBCTBOBABIIETO BKYC KpoBU. — KTO
IIOCMeJI ceiiyac MCII0Ib30BaTh CUITy 03 MOero pa3perreHus?!

Octpue meuya KapcoHa OBII0 HApaB/ieHO Ha CBAIIEHHOCTYXKHUTENS. poCTh, U3NUBaeMasi Ha
OIHOTO YeJIoBeKa, 3aCTaBUla e€ 3agpoxKaTh U OCECTh Ha 3eMJTIO.

— H-Hame pguTts coBepiuio omubKy! IToxkanyiicTa, IpoCTUTE Hac!

CBSIIEHHUK, OETHI B TEMHO-CEPOE, MOCIIEITHO ooIIes K KapCoHY U CKIIOHUIT TOJIOBY.

— IIpoctuts? Korma ceiyac...

Kapcon 3amonuasn. CTOBHO MOYYBCTBOBAB BUOPAIIHIO, OH IIOBEPHYJICS K OpoxkalieMy JIIOLuOoHY.

— ...Kxa.

W30 pra JItounoHa XabiHYIa KpoBb. OH TOXKE BBITISAOEN OUEHb YAUBIEHHBIM.

«0Ox...»

Kapcon npepBaJ IIOTOK CBeTa, KOTOPHIM BHIIYCTUII CBSNIEHHOCIYXKUTEIb B YEPHOM, HO, TIOX0XKE,
YacTh ero mpoia yepe3 Paccena u mocturna JlronmuoHa. bonk 6bly1a HAMHOTO CUJTIbHEE, YEM OT
patdo.



«Tak OOJILHO».

Tusnb!

<<1'[0quy CHOBa CHHSS HUTH?..»

JIOIIMOH 0eCCHUIbHO OIIyCTHII T'OJIOBY, YBUEB BHE3AITHO ITOABUBINYIOCA CUHIOI HUTE.

*kkskkk

OTKpHIB r'1a3a, JitouroH 3amoprai. OH yBuAen npsiMo mepepn coboit Paccena.

— Ma...

JIrounoH He ctas 3BaTh Paccerna, a cpa3y 3akphljl poT.

[3T0 TBOST KOMHATA. 3HeCh HUKOTO HeT], — Paccen o6bsicHuN cutyaruio. — [Kak Th1?]

— Hopmarnwro. Kctatu, ¢ PaToit Bcé B mopsiike? — CJieTKa BSIJIbIHM TOJI0C copBasics ¢ r'y0 JlouroHa.

<C Paroi1 BCE x0po1110.>

JIncEHOK, OBICTPO BCKapaOKaBIINNCS Ha KpOBaTh, KOCHYJICS €ro LeKU IepefHel Jamomu.

<JIr0IMOH, TH BCE emé Ooseers? qupa B30IIJIO COJIHIIE, HO TEI CIIAJI, IIOKd CEerogHs OHO CHOBa He
IIOOHSIJIOCE BEICOKO.>

— Her, ue 6o5e, — JII0IMOH ITOKAaYasl r'OJI0BOH.

Cenyac ero cuiibHee TPEBOXKHUIIO KOe-4TO OPYTOeE.

— Macrtep... bein ckangan?

[Craupman?]

— Bo3MoxkHO 711, YTO OpaTt KOro-To youn?

[BepHo. OH 0TpyOuUI rOJIOBY TOMY YeJI0BEKY, KOTOPHIH BHIITYCTUII IIOTOK CBETA. ]



Paccen npoBén pykoi 1o mee. Kakoit Obl HU OblJla IPUYMHA, TOT (akT, 4To Kapcon youn
CBSIIIIEHHOCTYKUTEJISI, ObIJT HeBOOOPA3UMBIM COOBITHEM.

— Mot otet... HeT, Hu4ero. 51 caM BCE YCIIBIITY OT HETO.

Bcé 370 npousouuio nepen 6aHKeTOM. JIIOIMOH ITOYyBCTBOBAJ Ce0s1 Tak, CJIOBHO UCIIOPTHII TOUTH
TOTOBBIM CVII.

[Manb4uK, KOTOPOTO THI IPHUBEN], — 3aroBOpuII Paccesn, HEMHOTO IT0K0/1€0aBIIINCE.

JIIOITMOH, KOTOPHIM OXKHKOAI, YTO OH 3TO CKaXKeT, CHOKOMHO OTBETHII.

— MaCTep, BO3MOXKHO, BBl TOZKE€ 3TO ITOYYBCTBOBAJIH. qa IIPOCTO I10CJIegoBall 3a CTpaHHOfI aypoﬁ.

[Het. 4 HEe comHeBaioch B Te6e. OH HEMHOT'O CTPAHHBIH. |

Paccen gaxe BrIrIAgen CMYIIEHHBIM, CJIOBHO HE XO0T€JI, YTOORI €T0 HEIIPaBUJIbHO ITOHATIN.

<PaTa He 3aMeTHII HU4ero CTPAHHOI0.>

JINCEHOK CHOBa IIpuXKaJl IIePeJHIOI0 JIally K JINITY JIroroHna.

— YT0 BHI TOgpa3yMeBaeTe Mo «CTPaHHbIM»?

JIIOLIMOH CXBaTHUI PaTy 3ad 3arPpUBOK U IIPUIIOOHAJICA.

[ManbumK MOXKeT BUOETh MEHS, HO OH He YePHOKHHUKHUK. |

— ...Yrto? — JIto1MOH, KOTOPHIH 3Ha, 4TO FOM GBI MOHCTPOM, HE MOT CKPBITh CBOET0 YOUBIIEHUS.

«OH MOXKET BUNIETh IIPU3PAKOB?»

[[da. 4 3Hat0, Kak 9T0 OpemoBo 3By4YHUT. [IoTOMY 4TO 51 COTHU pa3 Tebe TOBOPUJI, UTO IIPU3PAKOB
MOTYT BUAETH TOJILKO JTI0OY, 671ar0CIOBIEHHBIE THMOM. ]

— B03MOXHO 111, 4TO 3TO UMEHHO TOT ClIy4dau?

[TouHO HeT], — KaTeropu4yHo ckKa3an Paccer.



Bckope oH HaxMypuIcs.

[Ho Torma ocTa€Tcs TOMBKO ONMH BapHUaHT.]

— ¥ Bac ecTb Kakue-nud0 NpeanoaoKeHus?

[...HeT. He MoTy IpoM3HECTH 3TO BCIYX, Haxke camMa MbIC/Ih 06 9ToM abcyppaHa. ]

Paccen, KOTOpBII;I COGI/IpaHCH YTO-TO CKa3aTh, BCKOPE ImepegyMall.

«Heyxenu oH noHJ, 4T0 OM — MOHCTP?»

JI1011MOH He cTan ero 60JbIlle PacCCIIpalinBaTh 00 3TOM, OH l'IpOI/I3HéC:

— I'me cefiuac 3TOT 4eI0BEK?

*kkekkk

— O, moOphIii IeHb.

FOM mmpoko yneiOHyICs, Korfa yBumen JIronroHa, BXOOAIEro B KoMHaTy. ITocie Toro, Kak oH
TIOMBIJICS, MaJIbUMK CTaJl BEITJISIAETh HAMHOTO JIy4llle, HUKTO Obl ¥ He CKa3all, YTO OH HellaBHO JIexKall
B YTJTy, CBEPHYBUINCH KITYOOYKOM, U OPOXKaJl.

— U Tebe.

JIIOIIMOH KWBHYII U OI'JIga€esl KOMHaTYy.

«Bcé-taku orel o6palrancs ¢ HIM KakK C TOCTEM».

K cuacTtrio, HoBro nipegoctasun KOMy rocteByro KOMHATY.

— Cnacu6o, — FOM nOKJIOHUJICSA €My, a 3aTeM B3IJISHYNI Ha PaTy, KoTopki Habogasn 3a HUM
u3-nof Hor JlonuoHa. — MeHsI Hay4YuIn, YTO Hy>KHO 30POBaThCS BOT TakK. Bcé BepHO?

[Hayuunu? Tebe ke He Tpu rofia, I0YeMy Thl TaK TOBOPUILE?]

YcnbiaB 4T0-TO cTpaHHOe B TOHe FOMa, Paccen ckpecTun pyku Ha IPyOU U YCTABUJICS Ha HETO.



— Ha camowm piene, st mpaKTHYECKM BIIEPBEIE TOBOPIO YTO-TO Momo6Hoe. Hamerocs, BB OTHECETECH K
3TOMY C MMOHMMaHuEeM, — OTBeTHN FOM ¢ ynbeIOKOii ocie HeNONTUX Pa3gyMui.

— MacrTep... Tel 0eUCTBUTENBHO €TI0 BUIUIIL?

JItonMOH CHOBa yOUBHIICS, YBUAEB, Kak FOM oTBeuaeT Paccerny.

— [la, BuxXKy, — KuBHYyN FOM. — BEI, HeT, X034uH, HeT... Kak MHe Bac Ha3wBaTh? He xouy, 4TOOHI
MeHS OTPyTasH 3a TO, YTO 51 HeIIPaBUJIbLHO K BaM 00palaicCh.

— T&I crbIIIan, KakK MeHS 30BYT.

FOM ymnBIOHYTICS, CTIOBHO IOHSUL, YTO OH CKa3all.

— Emé g 3Ha10, 4To rocrnoguH JII0IMOH — YePHOKHUKHUK, — KOM IPOM3HEC 3TU CIT0OBA OYEHBb TUXO
¥ OCTOPOXKHO. — bnaromaps Balied TbMe s CMOTY HOPMaJIbHO (DYHKIIMOHUPOBAThL B TeYEHUE
HECKOJIbKUX JIeT.

[O yeM TBI TOBOPUIIL? ]

— B mpormnoM MeHst mpeBpaTUIIU B CYIIECTBO, KOTOPOE Ha3bIBAIOT MOHCTPOM. f TIOTyYHICS
HeuOearbHEIM, I09TOMY MEHS HYXKHO MOATUTHBATb ThMOWU.

[3To mpaBga?.. Het. 9tux y6mogkoB 00JIbIlle HET Ha 3TOM 3eMie!]

T'onmoc Paccena cran Beie. FOM BOPYT BHICYHYT s13bIK. Ha HeM Oblla BEITpaBUPOBaHa YEPHAs
3Be3[a, TaKasd XKe, KaK Ta, KOTopas MOSBISIETCS IPYU IOAUMHEHUY IpU3paka.

«ITouemy oHa Tam?»

JIIOIIMOH He IIOBEPHUJI CBOUM TI'JIa3aM.
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