[JTrotroH, mepecTaHb AyMaTh 00 OYEBHOHEIX Belllax], — MIPOU3HEC CO CTPOTUM NuIoM Paccer,
CJIOBHO HMKOTTA U He OB KPOTKHUM, KaK STHEHOK.

— A BHI OYeHb [JOTAJINBHIH,

[4 He oypak, u s 3aMeTwI, KakK y Te0s 3aberanu riasa, 4To MHe Hafo GBUI0 coenats?]

JIIOIIMOH C cOoXalleHueM IIOOHSAICSI CO CBOEr0 MeCTa.

<<Hp06neMa HEe B TOM, 4YTO MH€ HaJO CheCThb PAT4O, d B KOJINYECTBE...»

JIrouroH 0TOPOCHII BCe pa3MbIIINIEHNs, TaK KakK BpeMs ObIo Ha ucxope. Ilopa ObIJI0 3aKaHUYUBATh C
Bepou.

— Para, 51 CKOpo BEpHYCH, TI0O9TOMY ITIOCUIU THUXO 3MIECE.

JINCEHOK, KOTOPHIM 6OPOJICS C OfesiIOM, OTBETUJI C IKUPOKOM YIILIOKOM:

<[la!>

[TocrnegHue HECKONBKO MHeW JIIOIUMOH IPOJO0IIKall faBUTh Ha Bepy, mpoBOIUpys €€ COBEPIUIUTD
ombKy. HecMoTpst Ha TO, 94TO OH OBII CEIHOM HOBMO, ero orelr OBIT palroOHaIbHEIM Y€JI0BEKOM.
JTronroH He Mor 0e3 MOKa3aTeIbCTB HayaTh e€ MoI03peBaTh — eClid OBl B 0COOHSIKE ITPOBEJIH
paccremoBaHue, OHa OBl BEIKPYTHIIACh.

«— YT0 3a 3amucka y Tebs B pyKax?»

[Tocre BTOpPOTO [OKIafa Mpru3pakoB JIIOLKMOH CMOT BUepa 3alloy4YuTh 3alKUCKy, HallMCaHHYIO €10,
KOTOPYIO TOPHWYHAs YPOHUIIA, PACTEPSBIIUCS.

«Tam 6rina wHGOPManus 060 MHE, KOTOPYIO OHa coOMpanach KOMY-TO ITepeaTh>.

JIIOLMOH pafoCTHO HallpaBuicsa B KoMHaTy HoBro. BHyTpu yXe Haxonuinach Bepa, KoTopas cTosiyia
Ha KOJIeHSX.

— Io6poe yTpo, oTelr, OpaT, — monpuBeTcTBoBa JlonroH Houo u KapcoHa u ¢ HanpsKEHHBIM
JIALIOM ITIOCMOTpeEJI Ha TOPHUYHY0. — Bepa.

JIIOITMOH B3S7T MHULIMATUBY B CBOM PYKH, MTPeXKIe YeM OHa HayaJla IPUAYMLIBATh BCEBO3MOXKHEIE
OTIpaBHAHUS.



— ...4 moBepsin Te6e, — ero rojoc ObIT evYaabHHIM. — YeM Yalrie Mbl BULENKUCh, TeM WHTepecHee
THI MHE Ka3aJlach, II03TOMY s mpuOnu3un Teds K cebe. Ho Th mpenana MeHs. ..

[Bay... JItounoH, THL...]

Y Paccena nobexanu Myparmku no teny. OH 3afiaBajcsi BOIIPocoM, mouemy JIIoLuoH He B35y Party,
¥, KaK 0Ka3aJIoCh, UMEHHO I10 9TOM IIPUYHUHE.

HoBuo nogasan PYKY. 9TO 03HAYaI0 OCTAHOBUTHCH.

«pgeanpHO».

JIIOLIMOH MBICTIEHHO paccMedncsa u OoIbllle HUYEro He CKa3all.

— Kt0 cTourt 3a T00011?

HoBuoO He CTal CIIpalluBaTh Bepy, moueMy OHa 9TO cejajia, WU 10 KaKUM IIPUYUHAM Y
TOPHUYHOM He ObLT0 Apyroro BeiOopa. Bepa, ApoxKa, 3aroBOpuUia:

— H-uert! 4 coenana 3To TonbKO pangu meHer. [IoBepsTe, rocuonun! ...

— Komy TrI coOGupasnack mepeaaTth 3Ty 3amucKy? — HoBuo mpepBsai eé.

— He 3Hat0. Y-y MeHs ObIJIA TOIBKO MHCTPYKLIUHN!

— Kyma T8I cobupanach €€ moI0xKuTh?

Ero romnoc, KOTOpHIY He ObIJI HU TUXUM, HU TPOMKHUM, ITyTall elle cunbHee. Bepa CTHCHYyNIa PYKH,
YyBCTBYSI, YTO CTAHOBUTCS BCE MEHBIIIE ¥ MEHBIIIE.

— B Kopumope Ha TpeTheM 3TaxkKe, MeXIy CaMbIMU JaIbHUMHU OKHAMH, — T0JI0C TOPHUYHOM
IpoxKal, Kak U e€ pyku. — TaM 3aIucky...

— 4 nonsin, — HoBuo ocranoBun Bepy. — [lemnait Bcé, Kak 00bI4HO. Tebe mpuaeTcs coenaTh 9TO
paau CBOEU CEMBHU.

HoBuo pemm, 4To ropHUYHAs He 0oJiee, YeM IelllKa, KOTOPYIO B CiIy4ae HeHagoOHOCTH IIPOCTO
BEIOpOCAT. Ho 1 OHa Moryia UM OBITh ITOJIE3HOM.

— I'-rociopus! f-51 coBepiuna omuoKy! [eHbI' OCIENUIN MeHs!



— §1 Tebs1 HU O YeM He cIpaluuBai, — HoBuo B3rIsiHYI Ha Bepy.

OHa mepecTaa JbIIaTh ¥ 3aCThIJIa C OTKPHITEIM PTOM.

— Oren, — 3aroBopuI JIouoH. — KT0 MOXKeT XOTUTh IT0 0COOHSIKY, He BBI3bIBAsI IIOJO3PEHUM, U
CIIOKOMHO BBI€32KATh 3@ €ro Mpeiesthl?

Kak TONbKO OH ITOHSJ 3alKCKYy, KOTOPYIO 00poHusa Bepa, To yBUAE CUHIOI HUTH, COEOUHSIONIYIO
ero ¢ KeM-To. 3aTeM JIIOIMOH MPOCIenoBai 3a Hel, YTOOk IPOBEPHUTE, C KEM OHA er0 CBS3BLIBAET.

— OT0 pHIllapb, — ronoc JIromroHa ObIT TOJIOH CUJTbL. — I[IpoBepbTe, KTO B3I 3AIKMCKY, U, €CITH MOe
IIPEeIoJioKeHNe BEPHO, IPHCTaBbTe €ro KO MHE B KaUeCTBe COIIPOBOXKEHUS Ha 3TOM OaHKeTe.

— ... TBoe mHeHue? — cyxo cupocun Hosuo y Kapcosna.

— Pa3Be MoOXKeT phIllaph CHelaTh YTO-TO B OMUHOYKY? Kak cKa3amu Mou oTell u Opat, Bparu
3aleBenunInch, — JIIouroH yneiOHyncsa. — 4 Bemb Toxke KpoHusi, BepHo? 4 x04y, 4TOOH BEI
IIPefoCTaBUIIM 3TO MHE.

BaHKeT B 4eCTh pOXaeHUs 00KeCTBEHHOTO 3BePsi. ITO OBII CAMBIX OOJIBIION IPUEM 3a IIOCTIETHNIE
HECKOJIbKO J1eT. UeT0BeK, KOTOPHIM XaXAeT 3al0/Iy4YUTh HHYOPMAIMIO, HUA 3@ UYTO He IIPOIYCTUT
TaKoe COOBLITHE.

kkkekk

— TyT MHOTO NTfofie#, T03TOMY CMOTPH IIepef COOO0H.

Ot pe3kux cnoB Kapcona JIonuoH 3aHepBHUYA.

<Pare HpaBUTCS BHIXOAUTh HAPYXKYy. ITO camoe nydiee! >

JIroIuoH moyMart, 4To, eciu Obl Y HEero o] HoTaMu He KpyTuiicsl PaTa, KOTOPBIY paflocTHO GOJITanl,
OH, CKOpee BCET0, IPOCTO 3aCTHIT OBl Ha MECTE.

«B mocnenHuit pa3 Mbl Kya-TO BEIXOAUIK ¢ OpaToM, KOTfia s OB eII1€ MaJIeHbKU».

JIronmoH He 3HaJ, 0 yeM myMan Kapcos. [Tocne obefa, Korfga oH cobuparcs moberath, Kak 00BIYHO,
K HEMY BHE3aITHO MOAOIIEN 6paT U cKa3all eMy TOTOBUTHCS K BEIXOMY B TOPOH. JIIOIMOH MOT OB
0TKa3aThCsI, HO BHE3AITHO MOSIBUIACh CUHSIS HUTh, KOTOPas CBs3bIBajla ero, KapcoHa u KOTO-TO €llE,
II03TOMY IOHOIIIa COTJIACUIICS.



«4d yYyXe obMoTaH OBYMS CHHUMHU HUTAMUA>.

OpHa ¥3 HUX BeJla K pPHIapio. Bropas mosBuiack TOIBKO 4TO. JIIOIKMOH OBIT BeCbMa 00eCIIOKOEeH,
yBUJIEB Hepa3pe3aHHYI0 HUTb.

— 4 mompocun Tebs moexaTh CO MHOM, IIOTOMY YTO MHE HY2KHO KO€-4TO KYIIUTh, He BOJIHYHCS, --
KapcoHn HakOHEII-TO pacCKa3all O CBOeH eI,

XoTst JIFOIMOH 0KUIAJ TOJIO0OHOI0 C TOT0 MOMEHTA, KaK OHUM BheXaJld B TOPOJ, 9TO He
COOTBETCTBOBAJIO XapaKTepy ero Opara.

«OH crnenuanbHO CIOfa Ipuexan u3-3a Beprl? — BCcKope nuilo JIronmmoHa ucKa3unocsk. — He MoxeT
OBITH».

— YTO0 BBl XOTUTE KYIIUTH?

— B ocobHsIKe ecTh K0e-4To, 4To Tebe He IOIXONHT.

— He nmogxoout?

— Meu Taxénsii. To xKe caMoe OTHOCHUTCS K JEPEBAHHBIM 3K3EMIIIIAPAM. Ecnu TH X04elllb BNameTh
ME4YOM, ThI JOJIZKE€H IIPUBEIKHYTE K €I'0 BECY.

— ...Bbl UMeeTe B BUAY, UTO IIpUEXaId KyIUTb Med [JIg MeHs?

JIIOIIOH OBIIT PacCTepsiH, HO B TO2K€e BpeMA HEMHOI'O B3BOJIHOBAH. Ero otHomenus ¢ KapCOHOM HE
OBLIH HU IIJIOXVMH, HA XOPOIINMH, OH IITPOCTO XOTEJI BEIZKHUTE. Ho ero oten u 6paT MEHAIINCh BMECTE C
HHM.

— BepHo. Tkl IOTIPOCUNT MEHS HAy4YUTh Te0s BlafieTh MEYOM, U s coracuincs. He mymai, 4To s
Oynmy menaTh Tebe mo0IaxkKKy M3-3a TOT0, YTO ThI MO MyafIuit 6par.

[MHe HpaBUTCS YYBCTBO OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3TOTO MAPHUILKYU. ECNM TH YYUTEb, TO BCETa MOJIXKEH
TaK TOBOPUTS. ]

Paccern cornacHo 3akuBajl I'OJIOBOH.

— ...Kak v ¥ mipeqinonarar, 3To Ol peitlapb. Ero 30ByT IlleH, — Tuxo mporoBopui KapcoH.

— Bort kak?



— CKopee BCETO, 0Tell HaMEePEH HAa3HAUYNUTh €0 TBOUM COIIPOBOZKOAIOIINM, KaK ThI X IIPOCHII.

B KOHIIE KOPOTKOI'0 pa3roBopa Mexay HUMHU BOIlapuiaoch Mondanue. OgHako JIIounoHy He ObII0
TaK TSIXKeJI0 ¥ HEeJIOBKO ¢ KapcoHOM, Kak paHbIIIe.

«IIpoctu... [Ipocty, JlrouuoH. I onmo3pmai».

[ToTOMY 4TO OH SICHO ITOMHUJI CLIEHY U3 POMaHa, CJIOBHO 3TO IIPOU30IIIO CETOTHS, B KOTOPOU
TIEPCOHAX 0 UMeHM XaMellb, KOTOPEIM MPUTBOpsiyicss KapcoH, mpuxumart K cebe Teno JIonuoHa,
IIPOMEXYTOYHOr0 Oocca.

«...ITomoxxmure-Ka».

JIIOIIMOH OCTAHOBUIICS Ha MECTe, BCIIOMHHUB HEOXKHTaHHBIN (I)aKT.

«Korpa oH ¥ rTaBHBIM T€POX BCTPETUIUCH?»

KapCOH, BaMaCKI/IPOBaHHHﬁ non XaMerns, OBLI IIEPBEIM KOMIIAHBOHOM T'JTaBHOT'O I'€POsi.

«He moxeT ObITh... OHM OLUIM 3HAKOMEL C CAMOT'0 Haudasa?»

— YT0 Cy4nnocs?

Ha Bonpoc KapcoHa JII0nuoH TpAXHYI T'OJI0BOM, OTTOHSS CBOX MBICTIH.

— Hwuuero, s mpocTo 3agyMarscs Ha CEKYHAY O KOe-4eM JPYTOM.

— He 3eBaii 110 cCTOPOHAM U UM 3@ MHOU.

Kapcon noBen ero Tyma, rae 6bIJI0 HE TaK MHOT'O JIIOAEH, TOX0XKUX Ha MPU3pakoB. Ciaeays 3a HUM,
JIoIMOH 3aMeTuII HeuTo cTpaHHOe. OH OBITT B TOpojie HECKOJIBKO pa3, HO ceiyac OBIIO IIyMHEe BCETO.

«4TO-TO CIIy4UIOCH?»

JIIOUMOH ITOCMOTPEJT Ha CUHIOI HUTh, 00ePHYTYIO BOKPYT €To Teja.

[CBsIIIeHHUKH. |

Barnsapg Paccena ctan pe3kuM. 3aTeM KapCoH OCTaHOBUIICH.



— YTO CNy4nIIOCh? — C TSXKENBIM CEPALIEM CIPOCHIT JIIOIHOH, TTOCKOIBKY JTUI0 ero 6paTa pe3ko
HATPSTIIOCH.

— ...Ilouemy 3mech CBSIIEHHUKNU? — ITpobopmoTan KapcoH.

OH ToXKe uX 3aMeTuI, Kak u Pacces.

— JIto1noH, — OKNUKHY KapcoH Myapriero 6pata ¢ HallpssKEHHBIM B3TJISIIOM.

— [Ia?

— Bosspatiaemcs.

— ...4dro?

— 31ech CBAIIEHHUKH.

— CerogHs TOT CaMbIU OEHb?

B 5TOM Mupe BepHUIIH, YTO CYIIECTBYET TOIHKO 60T cBeTa. KoponeBcTBo HeBacT, mony4uBIiee
Haubosbllee 6J1arocioBeHne CBeTa, HapeKyo cebs CBAIIEHHOM CTpaHO! U 00y4daso CBSIEHHUKOB.
EcTecTBeHHO Te, KTO XOTeJl CTaTh CBSIIEHHOCITYKUTEIIMH, coOupanuch TaM. CTpaHbl OBIITH
BBIHY2KIE€HHI ITPU3HATh HeBacT HENTPAIbHON TEePPUTOPHUEN, HHAYe He CMOTTIH OBl IIONTyYUTh
CBSILIIEHHUKOB, YbH CHUJIBI CBETa YCKOPSIIN €CTECTBEHHOE HCILIeJIeHNe U 3aXKuBJIeHue paH. [loaToMy
CBSIIIEHHOCIYKUTENH, TIOCIIaHHBIN CBSALIEHHBIM KOPOJIEBCTBOM, OIKHBI OBIJTA COXPAHSTh
HeUTpPanuTEeT, 0COOEHHO B 3[IeIIHEN IMOTPAHUYHON 30HE, Tl OTPAHUYMBAJIY [TaXKe UX MepeIBUKEHUS.

— Her.

Ycneimas otBeT Kapcona, JIIOIMOH HaXMypPUIICS.

«CBSIIIIEHHUKY TTePeIBUTAIOTCS, HAPYIIUB oOelllaHue, JaHHOe OTITy?»

HoBwuo Ovl1 60J1ee XJTafHOKPOBHLIM YeJI0BEKOM, YeM OH OyMasl. CBSIIIEHHUKOB, KOTOPHIE
mepeMeIaaruch, HapyIIuB YCTAaHOBIIEHHBIE JaThl ¥ BpeMsI, U3TOHSIK U Bo3Bpamanyu B HeBact. HoBuo
o0apan abCoOMIOTHOM BIACThIO HA TPAHUIlE, I0O9TOMY CBAIIEHHOCTYKUTENIA He MOTJIA He 0TlacaThCs
ero. [Toxoxe, 4TO IPOU3OIIIO YTO-TO CEPhE3HOE, Pa3 OHU IOSIBUIIMCH, HECMOTPS Ha PUCK U3THAHUS.

«EOVHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOTJIO 3aCTABUTh CBAIIEHHUKOB TaK 3allleBEJINThCSA, — 3TO YEePHOKHUXKHHK...»

Tunb!



Hurtb, coemunsBInas JlronroHa, KapcoHa 1 KOTO-TO €IIl€, CUNTbHO HaTsgHynachk. OHa Bela K IIEeJd B
TIEePEYIIOK.

«KTo TamM?»

YT0-TO MPOUCXOOMIIO B TOM IIEPEYIIKE.

«Ecnu nogymars...»

JItOIIMOH HEOCO3HAHHO CTJIOTHYII. EMy Ha YM IIPDHIIJIa CO€Ha U3 POMdHA.

«JIIOIMOH, OJ1s1 MeHs OBbIJIO YECThIO CITyKUTb BaM».

XoTs 9T0 GBI CTATUCT, KOTOPOTO YIIOMSIHYJIM BCETO B ITapy CTPOK, OH OBl BepeH JIIOIuoHyY, U
MMEHHO ero0 IIEITaJICA HalTH I0HOIIA.

[?..]

Pacce, HAaCTOPOXKUBIIKCE, TIOBEPHYJI I'0OJIOBY, ITIOYYBCTBOBAB YTO-TO CTPAHHOE. ITO OBIIIO0 3HAKOMOE,
U B TO XK€ BpeMs He3HaKOMO€e YyBCTBO.

<A?>

PaTta, KOTOPHIM KPyKHUJ BOKPYT JIIOI[MOHA, TOXKE HAaBOCTPUII VIIIHU.

— BosBpamujaemMcs, — cHOBa mpou3HEéc KapcoH, moBepHYBIIMCh Ha3am. — [loimém, JTIomuoH.

KapCcoH MOATOHSIT CBOET0 MIaAIIero 6paTa, KOTOPHIHA CTOSIT 6e3y4acTHO.

Tom-Ton-tom!

YcnrwimaB Tonot Hor, Kapcon nmoBepHyJica. Ero 6paT 6exar K Iepeyiky.

— JIronmoxn!

KapcoH mo6ekasi, 30BsI ero 110 HMEeHH.

[JTrormon! [TpubnuxkaeTcs CBAIMIEHHUK! ]



Paccer mHITancs OCTaHOBUTH ero. JIFOIHOH IOYYBCTBOBA ce0s1 HeXOPOIIO, TOYyBCTBOBAB
YHUKAIbHBEIN 3aaX CBAMIEHHUKA, XOTs TOTO ellé He OBUI0 BUAHO. CoepKuBasi MOACTYIAIOIIY0 K
TOPJIy TOLIHOTY, OH 3aKpUYa:

— MunyTky. [lofmoxaure HeMHOrO!

Paccen u Pata Oblu mopaxkeHsl, ¥ faxke KapcoH, KOTOPHIH cpa3dy Ke CXBaTUJI CBOero Opara,
IITPOKO PACKPHIN rila3a. JIIOIMOH IMOCIeqoBal B3rIsSa0M 3a CHHEe! HUThI0, KOTOpas, Ka3aloCch, MOTJjia
nopBaThbcs B 10601 MmoMmeHT. Korga KapcoH ero oTmycTui, oH cHoBa mob6exars. B Tom MecrTe, rae
nepeceKaiich HECKOJIbKO IepeyKkoB, JIo1noH 6e3 Mamelnx KonebaHui CBepPHY B OOUH U3 HUX,
cliefys 3a HUTHIO.

«B TOT meHb, KOTHa MEHSI CXBATU/IN CBAIIEHHUKH... EC/Iu OB g 3HAJI, YTO TOCIONUH JIIOIIMOH OBLI
TaM, TO He MpsTajcs OB, KaK Oypak, a 3aKpuyalt, MPocs O MOMOIIIH. ..»

B ero royiose CHOBa BCIILUIO COOepiKaHue poMaHa. JIIoIKMoH yBUAe MalbuuKa, CUASAIIEr0 Ha
KOPTOYKaX pPsAIoM ¢ MycopoM. OHU OBLIM CBS3aHbl CHHEW HUTHIO.

«...Hameén».

JIIo1IMoH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €TI0 TbMa BHE3allHO 3allleBEeJINJIaCk Ha MI'HOBEHHE OT BOCTOPTIA. On
KOPOTKO B3JOXHYJI OT CTPAHHOT'O YyBCTBa: CME€CH HAaCTOPOXKEHHOCTHU U PAOOCTH.

[3T0 yyBCTBO...]

Paccen mIMpoKo PacKphIN T1asa.

[OHO ucxoguTt oT Hero? Ho 3T0... 9T0... Sl HUKOT]Aa HE YyBCTBOBAJI IIONOGHOTO PAHBIIE. ]

Paccen 6b11 pacTepsH. [Taxke caM JIIOIIMOH, KOTOPHIM 3Ha TUYHOCTh MaJlbuKKa, IPUIIEN B
3aMelIaTeIbCTBO OT OLIYIIEeHUs], UCXOAUBIIETO OT HETO

<Axa! Pata momoxert Tebe.>

OXUBJIEHHEIM T'0JIOC TUCEHKA yCITOKOUT JIroIMoHa. PaTa MOmOMIEN K MaIbuuKy, 3a0paics K HeMy
Ha IIJIeY0 ¥ MPOTSIHYJI IepegHue JIAllbl K ero JIHuIly.

<Ara.>

— Para, uTo TH genaeln?



Barmnsp Jlrommona gporuys. OH MOYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO PaTa mepemaéT MalbuyuKy ThMY.

<TrMma HecTabunbHa. Bot mouemy Parta momoraer.>

«TpMma?»

Ocos3HaBas npucyTcTBue KapcoHa, JII0ImoH He TPOU3HEC Te CII0BA, KOTOPHIE XOTENI CKa3aTh.

«OH ke He YEPHOKHUKHUK?»

ITOT MabYuK He OBIT YEeJIOBEKOM.
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