Kak Hm CTPaHHO, OHA HE MOT'JIa COCPEeOnOTOYUTECA. Ce3aHH MOAHSA I'JIa3a, OTBOAS B3I OT KHUTH.

Bopyr mocTpa, SIpKO OCBelllaBIIasi KOMHATY, PyXHyJla Ha CTOJ. M3 Hee BHIKQTUIACh ropsimas cBeya.

Hpe}Kne 9YeM OrOHb 1101106panc;{ K KOBDPY, OEBYIIKA HACTYIIMJIA Ha FOpHH.IPII:I (1)I/ITI/IJ'IB " IIOTYyIIHIIA €ro,
HO TpeBOI'a HUKAK He OTCTYyIIdJIa.

Ce3aHH HaxXMypuIach:

— 3Iech KTO-TO eCTh?

B oTBeT OHa He ycClbllllana OTKJIMKA TOPHUYHEIX, KOTOPEIe 0OBIYHO BCErMa KOallu ee
pacrnopsiKeHu# mepeq ABepbio. X0Ts OHU ObIIM HEMHOTO HaJOeIJIMBEIMU, HO OHA a0COJTIOTHO TOYHO
He MMPUKa3kBajia UM YUTH.

Kp-p-p-p!

CHapy#u IOCTBIIIANCA CTPaHHBIM 3BYK. [[BOpel; MopeBoOp BeCh COOPOracs.

— Y10 IpouCXomuT?..

Ce3aHH BCTaJla C MeCTa U OO K OKHY. [TaHOpaMHBIN BUL UMIEPATOPCKOTO OBOPIA XOPOIIO
ITPOCMATPUBAJICS CKBO3b TYCTHIE KYCTHL.

«[TomoxkauTe-Ka, HO UMIIEPATOPCKOT0 OBOPIIA YKe HET...»

XJ10110K!

K TOMY BpEMEHHU, KOT'Ja Ce3aHH CTaj0 Ka3aThCs, YTO CTPaHHOCTH IIPOMCXOOUIIX TOJIBKO B €€ I'OJIOBE,
BoIia Men — ocobas IIPUABOPHAA JaMa — W TaK TOPOIIJIMBO, CJIOBHO €€ KTO-TO IIpecCjiegoBall.

OHa pyxHyJa Ha IIOJI ¥ 3aljakaa.

— [Ipu... [Ipu... Ilpunnecca! Beixogute, BeIXonuTe Ha ynuiy... O, 4epT Bo3bMU. UTO MHE [efaTh?..
Kak? Kak Takoe MOTJIO IPOU30UTH?!

Men gaxe He MOrJia TOIKOM 0OBSICHUTD, YTO CIIy4YHUJIOCh ¥ 4YTO TaK YOUBHUIIO €€. CezanH mofoIrna K
Hel, HEeCMOTPMA Ha CTPAHHOE IMOBENEHUE XKEHIITWHEBI, OITYCTHUJIaCh HAa KOJIEHW U IIOMHTEPEeCOBalaCh:

— Yrto cnyyunocs, Men? IloxanyiicTa, yCIIOKOUCSA. YTO TAKOTr0 MOTJIO IIPOU30UTHU?



Men 4T0-TO 60pMOTaHa KaK CyMacmefiIasd.

— Omnu, ouu... OHU 3aTBEpPHeNd KaK KaMeHb)!

— JIrogu 3aTBepOeny Kak KaMeHb?

— 4d... 1 He yBepeHHa. Ho s Bugena 3To COOCTBEHHBIMU TJla3aMu. 51 Bupena 3To0...

Men TOBOpPHJIa 3TO, CTJIaThIBas CJIE3HI. Ce3aHH MMOJHSANACh C KOJEH.

— MHe HYKHO BHIITH U CaMOW TOCMOTPETD, YTO Ha CAMOM [ieJie TIPOHUCXOMUT.

Men mokadaa rojioBoi, nepxka Ce3aHH 3a PyKy U He OTITyCKas.

— [lpu... [IpuHnecca. AX, H-HeT... BEl He MOXKeTe BEIUTH U3 3TOM KOMHATEL. CHapyKU CIIUIIKOM
onacHo!

— ITaxXe ecyii TaM OIIAcHO, s Bce paBHO moupy. [ToToponuck. [ToxanyicTa, gaBai moimeM ObICTPee.

— Her, BrI He MoxeTe. Hu 3a 4TO He BEIXOAUTE HAPyXKy. [0MKHO OBITh, IPOUCXOAUT YTO-TO
CTpalIHoe. Brl He MOJIXKHEI BHIXOAUTS, IIpUHIecca!

Ce3anH Bce ertle ObIJIO TPYOHO MOHSTE IOBefieHre Merl. Pa3Be 4TO Ta yBHUesa YTO-TO Ha CAMOM fejie
yXKacHoe.

OHa OblyTa HACTOJIBKO YOWBJI€EHA U HAIlyT'dHAd 9€M-TO, YTO IIOTEepsJia camoobyiagaHue 1 0o CUX II0p HE
MOT'Jia YCIIOKOUTBCA.

CezanH 3aroBopujia, YCIIOKauBada OPOKAIITYIO Men:

— Ecnu yenoBeK 3aCTHUI KaK KaMeHb, TO MHe TeM 0oJjiee CcliefyeT MONTH B TIaBHEIM gBOpel. Mou
poOOUTENH cerdac TaM.

— Her, HeT. Her, mpuHIiiecca! BosbIlie He 0CTanoch TOPHUYHOM, KOTOpas Okl Bac 00CTyKHUBasa... —
Mer Bce npopoiixKaia njaakatb. — MOHCTP... KT0-TO Kpruar, 4To nosBUIoChk yymosuile! IIpuHuecca,
noxasnyucral..

Ce3zaHH ObI/IO KaNK0O Mes, HO OHa IIpoaoJIZKajia HaCTauBaTh Ha CBOEM.

— Ecnu TH gelCTBUTENIBHO TaK HallyraHa, 0CTaBauCs 3[eChb. S mOoUAy OfgHa.



— H-nert! IIpunuecca! Ilpuniecca!

Ce3aHH OTTONKHYIA Men 1 BeiOexKajl U3 CBOEM KOMHATEL.

— IIpunnecca! [IpuHiecca!

HecmoTps Ha oT4asiHHbIEe Kpuku Mej, Ce3aHH IpofoiiKaja UATHA U YyTh He MOANPHITHYIa, KOTAa
HaTKHYy/IacCh Ha YTO-4TO.

9T0 OBITI0O UMEHHO TO, O YeM PaCCKa3kIBdJla Mer.

B Kopupope mmapun xaoc.

HOBCIOI[Y OBLIH CTATyH, BHITJIAEBINNE KaK HaCTOAIINEe XKUBEIE JIIOJW, 3aCTHIBIIIKME B MOMEHTE, CJIOBHO
N30 BCeX CHUJL y6eram/1 OT IIpeciieJOBaHusd.

Y stux CTaTYIZ OBILITM 3HAKOMEIE JHIa. ITO OBLIH TOPHHYHEIE, C KOTOPEIMU OHA BHUOEJIaChk COBCEM
HeOaBHO.

Kaszanoch, 0HM OKaMeHeJHt, MHITasCh MpeaynpenuTs ee 06 onacHocTu. Ce3aHH Tak Oblfla MIOTPSCEHA,
YTO He XO0Tejla BePUTh B 3TO, ¥ 3aKPhI/Ia T/1a3a.

— OTO IPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO...

Ces3aHH Jaxe IepecTajia MopraTh, CTOA HU 2KKMBad, HU MEPTBA. Ee TOJIOBY HABOJHUJIA Y2KaCalIlre
MBICJIX.

Y Bapyr oHa BcnoMHMIa (Hpa3y, KOTOPYIO KOTa-TO IIpoyYsia B CTAPUHHOM KHUTE.

— Korga Bacunuck, KOPOJIb TEMEI 3MeH, IIPOCHETCA — MHUDPY IIPpUOET KOHEI. Bce OYPaKu B MUpe
IIPEBPATATCSA B KaMEHHEI€ CTATYH IIepe[] Bacunuckom.

OHa He TIpeficTaBIsA/Ia, YTO KTO-TO MOXKeT o0afaTh CIIOCOOHOCTRIO IIpeBpallaTh iofel B cTaTyu. KTo
X&Ke 3TO MOT OBITE?

Ce3aHH IOCTEIIHO MMOI0XKKIa JTaJoHb Ha THIIbHYIO CTOPOHY APYroi TafoHu. [To Mepe TOTo, Kak MaHa
TeKJIa, 3HaK CBETHUJICS BCe sipue, U Iepef] MPUHIIeCCo MosBUIach 0osbinas 30710Tas GUrypa.

VI3SIIHBIN IPAKOH C IPSMBIMU BOJIOCAMHU U OTPOMHBIMM KPBITbSIMHU. ITO ObIT I71aH, [IpU3bIBaTe b
Cseta. OH omyCTHJI 30JI0THIE TJIa3a U yCTaBuiIach Ha Ce3aHH, KOTopas Obljla eMy 110 KOJIEHO.



— Tl 3Basla MeHsI? — ero roJioc OBII TUX U CIIOKOEH.

— Onan! 9TO 04YeHb Cepbe3HO. KaxeTcs, Bce BO ABOPLE B OITaCHOCTU! MHe Hy>KHa TBOS IIOMOILIIb.
CHauaJsla 3aliieM B TJIaBHBIM ABOPET.

— Ha Toit CTOPOHE MHOT'0 TEMHOH 9HEPIruy, JIy4dlle He XOOUTh Tyaa.

HpaKOH He IBUT'AJICA, II0OKa CHHUTBIBAJI S9HEPI'HUIO.

— OTOT MOHCTD [EeUCTBUTEJIbHO TaM?..

OnaH KUBHYIL:

— Jla, IOOXOOUTH ONACHO.

— Ho Bce xke HyxkHO unTty. [TompobyeM IpoBepUTH U3ManeKa.

OHa x0Tesa COOCTBEHHBIMY TJIa3aMM YBUOETh, HEUCTBUTEIIBHO JIM IIOSIBUIIOCH TO IIPOKJIISITOE
CYIIECTBO, U YOETUTHCS, YTO ee CeMbsi B 6€30I1acCHOCTH.

— 9 noruMato. 3abupatics, — OJlaH ONYCTHUJICS Ha KOJIEHU C 00peYeHHBIM BUIOM, KaK Oy[ITO HUYEro
He Mor ¢ co0oii momenath. Ce3aHH 3abpasiack Ha ero Iel0 U CXBaTUIACh 3a YEIIyIo.
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